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'.^\        2  .   popularity 
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popukrky  which  his  rivals  and  antagonifts 
could'  not  injure,  nor  yet  attain  for  them- 
felves.  IJe  had  already  nAade  numerous 
conqiiefts  in  tht  Coti-DrMt,  without  lofing 
much  fn  the  Cote-'Gauche.  A  member  of 
fhe  Departnteht,  Commander  of  a  battalioa 
of  *  the'  National  Guard,  and  powerfully 
aided  out  of  the  fuids  of  the  Civil  Lift, 
he  united  all  the  means  of  influence  and  of 
credit  which  he  needed,  to  combat,  with 
immenfe  advantage,  the  Fai^ious,  whom  he 
wilhed  to  overturn ;  and  he  was  going  to 
begin  his  attack,  .when  he  was  himfelf 
feized  with  the  diforder  which  carried  him 
to?  hk  grave,  flis  death  at  this  period  was 
the  moft  fatal  event  for  the  King.  All  thd 
hopes  his  Majefty  had  grounded  on  the  exe- 
cution of  Mirdbeau's  plan,  died  with  him. 
Ther^  was  no  man  left  in  any  party  fit  to 
condudt  fuch  an  enterprife  with  the  leaft 
probability  of  fuccefs*  It  was  therefore  ne- 
cefTary  to  renounce  it,  and  to  think  of  other 
means  of  fafety. 

The  King's  refidence  in  the  Capital  be- 
came daily  more  hateful  to  hifh,  on  account 
of  the  fcandalous  and  violent  fcenes  which 
ptffed  before  his  eyes,  and  which  he  had  no 
power  to  reprcfs.  The  execution  of  the 
B  2  civil 
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civil  conftitution  of  the  Clergy  iwas  tUe  pre- 
text for  them.  The  populace^  who  had  af- 
Cumed  the  fupreme  executive  power,  ia 
that  bufinefs,  excrcifed  it  with  as  much  in- 
(iccency  as  brutality.  ^  The  faithful  priefts,  ' 
UftW  defcribpd  by  the  term  refraBory^  were 
every  where  purfued  and  i^fulted.  Mgbs, 
carrying  rods,  forced  open  the  doors  of  the 
Convents  in  fervice  time,  and  with  a  feroci- 
ous pleafure  whipped,  not  only  the  nuns  but 
alfo  all  tlie  women  who  w^nt  to  thofe  cha- 
pels from  the  pious  defire  of  uniting  their 
prayers  with  thofe  of  a  prieft  who  had  not 
taken  tlie  new  oath. 

,  M.  de  LeJfcbTt,  the  Minifter  of  the  Intc-^ 
juor,-  wrote  a  very  energetic  letter  on  this  oc- 
cafion  to  the  Direiflory  of  the  Department. 
'*  If  this  licentiQufnefiS,**  faid  he,  **  be. not 
**  repreffed;  if  at  every  event,  at  every  cir- 
•*  cumftance;  if  in  the  Capital,  under  the 
**  eyes  of  the  King  apd  of  the  National 
••  Affembly,  fuch  exceffes  are  to  be  repeat- 
**  ed,  there  will  in  fad:  be.  neither  liberty 
^*  nor  fecurity,  and  the  Conftitution  will 
^^Jl^verbe  eftabli(hed.  It  is,  therefore,  in 
*•  the  name  of  the  Conftityfion  itfelf,  in 
**  the  name  of  order,  andipr.the  h^pour  pf 
**  the  Gpverjimenl,.  that  this  .King:  enjpinf 
;  ,    .  -    X  **  yo^ 


Aprixi79»0       FRKNCH    revolution.  c 

**  you  to  employ  the  pronipteft  and  the 
**  fureft  means  to  caufe  the  authors  of  thefe 
'*  crimes  to  be  profecuted  and  puniftied.*' 

Inftead  of  executing  an  order  fo  reafona* 
ble,  the  Dire6lory  of  the  Department,  im* 
proving  upon  the  civil  Conftitution  of  the 
Clergy,  entered  into  a  refolution,  by  which 
they  ordered,  that  only  the  parifli  churches 
fliould  be  open  to  the  public  ;  that  in  each 
of  them  fliould  be  a  lay-overfeer,  charged 
with  the  care  and  order  of  the  church,  vef- 
try,  &c.  &c.  and  whofe  particular  duty  it 
(hould  be  to  prevent  any  ecclefiaftical  func- 
tions from  being  exercifed  in  the  faid 
churches  by  any  other  than  the  public  eccle*- 
iiaftical  functionaries  paid  by  the  Nation, 
appointed  to  each  of  the  faid  churches,  and 
whofe  names  fliould  be  infcribed  upon  a 
table,  placed  for  that  purpofe  at  the  door  of 
the  veftry ;  or  other  priefts  provided  with  a 
licence  from  the  Biftiop,  examined  and  al- 
lowed by  the  Clergyman  of  the  parifli,  and 
renewed  every  three  months*.     It  was  or*- 

dered 

♦  TMs  «rfangeincnt  was  not  modified  till  the  7th  of 
May  following,  when  the  Decree  paffed,  which  de- 
clares, that  the  not  taking   the  oath  prefcribed  by  the 

B  3  Decree 
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dered  by  the  fame  dcciiion,  that  all  the  othkr^^^i^^:-^: 
churches   and  chapels  in   Paris    fhould  ;be  .'v^^^^^^ 
ihut  in  twenty- four  hours,  except  the  tha*     .  .V^^^ 
pels  of  the  charity-houfes  and  prifons,  X!ol-:  •  ,.^^ 
leges,    feminarics,    and  convents   of  nunsy      ;  v^vC 
cloiftered  and  not  fyppreffed,  which  cha^ls     ;    ;\- 
fhould  be  only  for  the  private  ufe    of  the      t  -^  }' 
faid  houfes,  without  being  in  any  cafe  open^to  "i^- -^^ 
the  public,  and  the  duty  of  which  Ihould  be 
performed  only  by  ecclefiaftics,  who  ftiould  ,  j  *K.; 
obtain  for  the  purpofe  a  particular  autho-;  %^r^'\^ 
rity  from  the  Bifliop  of  P<^m,  examined  by  ;>^^^^^ 
the  parifh  minifter.  /    ; 

The  Municipality,  in  their  Proclam^ion, ; ,  .. 
contented  themfelves  with  forbidding  all  ci-  \  .\\ 
ti^ens  from  riotoufly  affembling  before  the,  .^^ 

liQufes  and  churches  of  religious  communir    .  .• '  •:- 
ties,   and    from    committing   any    exceffcB'^     ,    :^^^^^ 
againft  any  perfqn  whatfpe^ver,  threatening- ';:vV'^' 
to  denounce  to  the  tribunals  whoever  (hould       . 
be  taken  in  a  mob,  or  in  the  a(9:  of  making  ^     - 
a  riot.    But  thefe  menaces  not  being  accon>-       . 
panied  by  any  prbcefs  againll  fuch  as  had  at    . 

Decree  of  the  sSih  of  March,  (hould  not  be  objeAed 
againft  any  ecclefiaftic  prefeivting  liUnfelf  to  iay  i»afs 
in  any  parochial  church,  chapel  of  e^fe,  or  National        > 
private  chapel. ,  j   ..  '»'        '.. 

ready    .; 
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ready  been  guilty  of  thofe  crimes,  the  po^ 
pulace  only  laughed  at  them,  and  renewed 
thofe  atrocious  fcenes,  the  fuffering  which 
to  go  unpuniftied,  proved  but  tod  clearly 
that  it  was  much  lefs  the  liberty  of  divine 
worfhip  than  its  deftru6tion  that  was  aimed 
at,  through  the  annihilation  of  the  Catholic 
worfhip. 

The  Affembly,  occupied  with  the  new 
organization  of  the  miniftry,  and  the  bare* 
faced  denunciation  of  Bonjour  the  clerk, 
againft  Af.  de  FUurieu^^  the  Minifter  of 
Marine,  feemed  to  pay  no  attention  to  thefe 
anti-religious  commotions.  They  accorded 
but  too  well  with  their  views  for  them  to 
order  any  profecution  tending  to  flop  tbefr 
courfe. .  They  might  befides  be  afraid  of 
expofing  the  condud:  of  thofe  among  their 
numbers  who  had  been  the  prindpal  infti- 
gators  of  thefe  crimes,  which  were  often 
dire^ed  againft  the  King  himfelf,  in  refpe<5t 
to  his  Chapel,  an  attempt  being  'made  to 
compel  him  to  fuffer  the  fervice  to  be  pdr- 
fomned  by  Conftitutional  priefts.  This 
counfel,  or  rather  this  order,  was  given  to 
him  with  a  fhamelefs  infolence,  fometinaes 
by  the  journalifts,  fometimes  by  the  voci^ 
ferators  among  the  group?  affembled  un^er 
i  r  .\  B  4  -  the 
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the  windows -of  the  Palace.  M.  de  la 
FayettCf  at  this  period,  meeting  M.  de  la 
Porte^  Intendant  of  the  Civil  Lift,  in  the 
King's  Cabinet,  aiked  him  if  his  Majefty 
was  employed  in  the  new  arrangement  of  his 
Houfehold.  *'  For,*'  faid  he,  fmiling,  ''  the 
**  King  has  about  him  only  thofe  eccle- 
'*  fiaftics  who  are  in  our  eyes  fchifmatics, 
**  Tell  me,**  continued  he  in  the  fame 
tone,  "  Does  the  King's  confcience  lie  in 
*'  the  Department  of  the  Council  or  in  that 
*'  of  the.  Civil  Lift?  I  afk,  becaufe  the 
*'  news  is,  that  -he  is  about  to  change  his 
*'  confeffor*. 

All.  thefe  indignities  only  ferved  to  con- 
firm the  King  in  his  defign  of  going  to 
Moritmedi,  and  his  laft  letters  to  M.  de 
Bouille  fixed  the  time  for  the  end  of  April 
or  beginning  of  May.  M.  de  Montmorin  not 
haying  been  made  acquainted  with  this  plan, 
had  thought  of  another,  much  more  wifely 
combined  in  all  its  parts,  and  which,  with- 
oi^hajjarding  the  dignity  of  the  King,  or 
the  fafety  of    his    perfon,    by  the   incon- 

♦  M.  de  la  Porte's  letter  to  the  King,  dated  the  19th 
of  March  17^1,  found  in  the  iron  ptefs,  and  reported 
in  th^,  thi^dcollefiion  of  thofe  papers^  No.  Ixxxiv.    . 

venience 
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veniencc  and  dangers  of  a  clandeftinc  flight; 
piefented  a  certain  profpeft  of  the  moft 
gentle  and  advantageous  Counter-Revolution 
'  that  could  reaftoably  be  defired.  ,  The  plan 
was  this  : 

Af .  de  Montmorin,  who  fecretly  kept  tip 
a  daily  correfpondence  with  the  Count  de 
Mercy  J  wks  to  commiflion  him,  on  the  part 
of  the  King,  to  inVite  the  Empefor  to  form, 
as  foon  as  poffible,  a  feigned  coalition  with 
the  Empire,  Pruffia,  Ruffia,  i^ain,  and  th^ 
Kings  of  Naples- and  Sardinfa,  to  declare, 
but  not  ixi*ke  adtuail  war  againft  France. 

This  coalition  on<^  formed  were  to  pab- 
lifli  a  nianifefto,  the^  chidf  grounds  of 
which,  pointed  out  in  th?  plaij,  Ihould  be 
the  Maintenance  of  the  rights^  of  the  Princes 
who  had  pp^effions  in  France,  and  the  com- 
mon intereft  of.  all  the  Powers,  to  ftc^  a 
Rev9l¥tiQQ«  the  principles  and  tnartoeuvres 
pf  wliich  tended  to  nothipg  lefs  than  the 
fubveffion  of  all  the  Governments  of 
Euxope. 

At  -tl^  pjtecife  peri<?d  in  which  this  mani- 
Mto  was  to  bepublifhcd,  the  Emperbr,  the 
Kin^of  Pfuflia,  Spain,,  and  Sardinia,  were 
eaqiit^puit  iiis  army  in  motion,  and  order 
it  4o  ^pgjFoacih  the  frontiers  of  France,  by 

f   -  ,  fhort 
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Ihort  marches,  under  pretence  of  wait- 
ing the  aflcmbling  the  troops  of  the  other 
Powers,  but,  in  facSt,  to  give  the  King  time 
to  prepare  the  different  meafures  in  the  in- 
terior, which  were  to  concur  in  the  fuccefs 
of  the  plan. 

Thefe  meafures  confided  eifentially  in  ne*r 
gleifting  nothing  to  augment  the  King^s  po- 
pularity, and  to  undermine  that  of  all  the 
Fad:iaus  ;  to  endeavour,  by  every  poiiible 
ftieans,  td  -influence  the  AfTembly  and  the 
Galleries,  the  Municipality  and  the  Sedions, 
the  Jacobm  Club  and  t'he  National  Guards 
and  to  fuppbrt  and  carry  the  motions  that 
circumftanc^s  (hould  require.  A  fum  of 
two  millions,  .diftributed  with  judgment^ 
would  havebeen  fufficient  to  fecure  tliefe 
points;  for,  except  a  very  feW  fanatics, 
mifled  by  the  Revolutionary  I'age  to  k  degree 
of  madnefe,  there  were  hardly  any  of  thefe 
pretended  pure  patriots,  who  W^#e  -not  to  be 
bought  at  their  full^value,  that  is  to  fay,  at 
a  very  low  price.  \  ^ 

The  declaration  of  fo  formidable  a  prepa- 
lotion  for  war,  at  a  moment  ^hert  the  French 
army,  deprived  -by  emigration  of  its  bdft  of- 
ficers, was  entirely  diforganized,  ntuft'natu- 
rally  excite  a  general  feritiment-^f  ,difcon- 

tent 
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tent  and  terror,  which  it  would  be  eafy  to 
turn  entirely  againft  the  Affembly.      The 
King  alone,  exempt  from  all  reproach,  wor- 
thy of  all  confidence,  might,  by  means  of 
negotiation,  avert  the   fcourge  6f  war  with 
which  France  Ihould  feem  threatened,  or  at 
leaft  place  the  country  in  a  fituation  to  re- 
pulse the  enemy ;  and  this  he  might  efFedt 
by  going  in  perfon  to  re-efl:abli(h  fubordina- 
tion  in  the  arrhy,  there  calling  upon  all  the 
Emigrant  Officers  to  return  to  him.     This 
wifh  was  to  be  addrefled  to  his  Majefty,  not 
orfy  by  a  great  many  Departmetits",  by  the 
Journalifts,  the  Clubs,  the   grbups  of   the 
Palais^Royal,  but  ilfo  by  the:  Army  itfclf ; 
•and  tlielr  pfetition  being  fupported  in  the  Af- 
•fefttbfy 'iSy  all  the  members 'of   the    Cote- 
'Droits  by  a  coniiderable  party  of  the  Cote^ 
GijmcKe,  and^  by   the   galleries,    could  not 
f^  of  treing  favourably  received  and  grant- 
etfp-  TKeVKing  might?   then   have   fet  ont 
^yff{iK6i\\i-if\f  obftade  ^fbr  Me(i   or  Valen- 
^ctennes,  accoriding  to  the  pofition  of  the  hof- 
tile  armies.    Gn  his  arrival,  his  Maljefty  was 
td*  have  publilKed  a  proclamation,  enjoin- 
ing all  the  Emigrants  immediately  t6  return 
into   the    Kingdom,    and  commanding  the 

Princes 
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Princes,  Officers,  and  all  Gentlemen,  able 
to  bear ,  arms,  perfonally  to  attend  the 
King  in  the  town  to  be  appointed,  in  prddf 
to  join  with  his  Majefty  in  the  defence  of 
the  State,  the  whole,  under  pain  of  being 
deemed  traitors  to  their  King  and  Country, 
and  of  being  profecuted  as  fuch.  Thatthefc 
orders  might  be  executed  without  delay,  the 
Count  d^Artois  was  to  be  informed  of  the 
King's  plan  before-hand,  by  a  confidential 
perfon,  to  be  fixed  upon  by  Af.  de  Monp- 
mdrin. 

After  tbefe  firfl:  operations,  a  hew  Counr 
cil  was  ^0  be  formed,  andcompofcd  of  MU 
nifters  chofen  among  perfons  moll  diftin- 
guifhed  for  their  knowledge,  energy,  and 
monarchical  principles.  The  King,  attend- 
ed by  the  Marquis  de  BouiUe\  was  to  re* 
view  his  army,  (hew  himfiplf  every  day  ta 
the  foldiers,  and  infpirc  their  former  loyalty, 
by  often  fpeaking  to  them  kindly  and  confi* 
dently.  A^t  the  fame  time,  his  Majqify  wa« 
to  negotiate  with  th^  Emperor,  obtain  an 
armiftice,  fummon  the  Affembly  to  Metz  or 
Valenciennes,  to  confult  with  them  upon 
the  demands  of  the  Powers,  and  concert  the 
conditions  of  peace. 

The 
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Tht  Queen  remaining-  at  Paris,  was  to 
rtader  herfelf  popular  by  ktti^rs  to  the  Em- 
peror and  to  th6  King  of  Naples,  in  order 
W  ieparate  them  from  the  coalition,  and 
they  were  to  be  written  in  a  manner  to  pro- 
duce tl^  moil  beneficial  effect.  M.  de 
MofUmorin  was  alfo  to  remain  at  Paris,  to 
treat  with  the  principal  members  of  the  Af- 
£bmbly,  to  preferve  the  means  of  influence, 
and  to  dired  them  as  occafion  migbt  require. 
,  It  was  not  to  be  prefumed  that  the  Affem- 
bly:,  when  fummoned  by  the  King,  would 
refufe  to  attend  his  perfon ;  the  populace, 
in  that  cafe,  would  have  compelled  them  to 
go;  and  thoufands  of  addreffes  would  have 
poured  in  frqm  all  parts  to  demand  their 
dilTolution.  Previous  to  their  arrival,  or  to 
their  being  fuperfeded  by  new  Deputies,  ap- 
pointed in  the  fame  manner  as  the  former 
oi^s,  that  is  to  fay,  by  the  Bailiwick  Af- 
^ctehUcs,  which  the  King  mighr  have  cori- 
Yoked;  for  |hat  purpofe,  in  compliance  with 
|he  numerous  petitions  that  might  have  been 
obtained  from  all  the  Provinces,  his  Ma- 
yfly's Council,  and  that  of  the  -  Empe- 
ror, might  have  concerted  the  conditions 
lipon  which  the  JT:)wers  were  to  infill. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  conditions,  amongft  which  w^s,,  to 
be  the  difarming^^ind  difbanding  of  the  Na- 
ticMial  Guard,  weiie  to  be  of  fuch  a  nature 
that  tlie  King.coilld  not  fubfcribe  to  thefe 
without  the  confent  of  the  A13fernbly,  nof 
ihe  Affembly  without  confulting  the  wiihcs 
of  their  Conftituents,  that  is  to  fey i;,. the 
Bailiwick  Affembhesi  the  convocation  _pif 
which,  loudly  demanded  by  the  people,  by 
the  army,  and  by  innumerable  petitioBS» 
would  become  inevitable. 

Thefe  AfTemblies,  contrived  to  be  c<wycJ5:- 
ed  on  the  fame  day  throughout  the  Kingdom* 
were  to  be  confulted  not  only  refpedting  the 
demands  of  the  different  Powers,  but  refpecS- 
ing  the  plan  of  a  declaration  drawn  up  ac- 
cording to  the  dejSres  contained  in  the  majo- 
rity of  the  inftrudions  to  the  Deputies,  and 
which  was  no  more  than  a  fummary  of  the  an- 
cient  Monarchical  Government,  cleared  from 
all  its  abufes,  and  improved  on  principlei 
the  moft  prudent  and  the  moft  proper  to 
fecure  the  liability  of  the  French  Confti- 
tution. 

This  declaration,  fulfilling  all  wifhes  and 
realizing  all  hopes,  except  thofe  of  the  fac» 
tious  and  brigands,  cpuld  jiot  fail  to  be  every 

where 
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"vhere  received  with  the  moft  unanimous 
tjibi^dbrts  of  jojr;  The  Biiiiwick  Aifenabiies 
WcFC  to  direft  their  Rcprefentativcs  to  pre- 
fent  the  King  with  the  homage  of  the  gene- 
ral gratitude;  and  vote  immediately  the 
taxes*  neccffary  for  the  wants  of  the  State, 
according  to  his  Majefty*s  defirc. 

Thus  would  there  have  been  an  end  to 
the  Affembly,  the  Revolution,  civil  commo- 
tioiK,  and  war  with  the  Powers  of  Europe, 
The  King,  after  having  fettled  the  condi- 
tions of  peace  with  them,  was  to  fet  off  for 
the  Capital;  there  would  he  arrive  in  the 
midft  of  univerfal  acclamations  of  joy,  love, 
and  happincfs,  and  find,  at  laft,  his  good 
city  oj  Pa/ris^  thofe  good  Frenchmen  of  old 
times,  that  good  People  who  idolized  their 
Kinjgs. 

The  King  was  at  firft  charmed  with  this 
plan,  and  adopted  it  the  more  readily  as  he 
regarded  it  as  the  completion  of  that  which 
he  had  already  formed,  and  which  he  flill 
concealed  from  M.  de  Montmorin. 

The  chief  difference  between  the  two 
plans  w?is,  refpefting  the  King's  departure 
from  Paris.  His  Majefly  in  every  refpeft 
preferred  the  meafures  propoled  by  M.  de 
Montmorin ;  but  they  might  not  fucceed : 

in 
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in  which  cafe  thofe,  the  execution  of  which 
was  confided,  to  Af.  de  Bouille\  naight  be 
-attempted  with  more  fuccefs*  It  was  doubt- 
lefs  from  this  motive  that  the  King  did  not 
entirely  relinquifh  his  plan  of  departu^ 
for  Montmedi,  and  only  informed,  M^  de 
Bouille  that  the  execution  of  it  was  delayed ; 
but  that  he  (hould  have  timely  notice. of  the 
day  on  which  it  fhould  take  place. 
.  M.  de  Montmorin  was  authorifed  then  to 
commiffion  the  Count  de  Mercy,  on  the  part 
of  the  King,  to  prefs  the  Emperor  to  enter 
upon  the  negotiation  I  have  mentioned  with 
the  pther  Powers,  and  to  accelerate  their  co. 
alition  as  much  as  poffible ;  promifing  that 
the  extraordinary  expences  attending  it 
Ihould  be  reimburfed  by  the  King. 

Although  M.  de  Montmorin  had  given 
but  a  general  idea  of  the  plan  in  his  firft  let- 
ter to  M.  de  Mercy  y  he  faid  enough  to  con-* 
vince  him  of  the  happy  effefts  which 
might  be  hoped  from  it,  and  in  confequence- 
the  Emperor  immediately  fent  the  raoft  fatis* 
fadlory  anfwer.  He  faid  that  he  would 
without  delay  enter  upon  the  negotiation 
propofed  to  him,  and  in  fadt  he  did  not  lofc 
a  moment. 
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It  only  remained  to  fend  intelligence  to  the 
Princes  of  what  was  paffing,  that  they  might 
have  time  to  prepare  the  Emigrants  to  obey 
the  King's  proclamation  as  foon  as  it  fhould 
be  publifhed.  A  meflage  of  fo  dclicdte  a 
nature  could  only  be  delivered  verbally ;  and 
none  but  a  very  intelligent  man,  whofe  zeal 
and  fidelity  could  (land  every  teft,  could  be 
trufted  with  it.  M.  de  Montmoriu  fixed 
upon  the  Baron  de  Gilliers,  a  brave  man, 
moft  fincerely  devoted  to  the  Royal  Family, 
and  whom  Madame  Elizabeth  particularly 
honoured  with  her  confidence.  The  King 
approved  the  choice,  and  authorifed  M.  de 
Montmorin  to  inform  the  Baron  de  Gilliers 
of  all  the  particulars  of  the  plan  in  queflion, 
that  he  might  give  an  accurate  ftatement 
of  it  to  the  Count  d^Artois. 

M.  de  Montmorin  had  feveral  conferences 
on  the  fubjed:  with  the  Baron  de  Gilliers 
during  Paffion  Week,  (from  the  loth  to 
the  1 7th  of  April),  and  told  him  to  prepare 
for  his  departure,  as  he  might  every  moment 
cxpedl  an  order  for  that  purpofe\ 

At  this  period  too  the  doubts  of  a  timor- 
ous and  religious  confciencc  increafed  the 
embaraflmen'ts  infcparable  from  the  critical 
iituation  of  the  King.    He  was  more  anxious 

Vol.  IV-  C  than 
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than  ever  to  perform  his  Eafter  devotions ; 
but  he  cQnfidcred  himfelf  as  having  beea 
guilty  of  a  criminal  weaknefs  in  aflenting  to 
the  civil  conftitution  of  the  Clergy.  He 
thought  himfelf  in  fome  degree  anfwetablc 
for  the  nuniberlefs  fcandals  and  iniquities  re* 
fulting  from  it.  He  was  firmly  refolved  to 
make  reparation  as  foon  as  it  was  in  his 
power;  but  he  feared  that  this  refolution 
was  not  fufficient  to  render  him  worthy  of 
fulfilling  the  Pafchal  duty.  He  fubmitted 
with  candour  all  his  fcruples  in  this  refpe(5l 
to  the  Bifhop  of  Clermont,  in  a  letter  too 
edifying  to  be  fuppreffed. 

**  I  addrefs  you,  reverend  ^Father,  with 
•*  confidence  as  one  of  the  Clergy  who  has 
*'  conftantly  fhown  the  moft  enlightened 
*'  zeal  for  Religion.  It  is  to  confult  you 
**  refpedling  the  Eafter  devotions:  can  I, 
**  and  ought  I  to  perform  them?  You  arc 
*'  acquainted  with  the  wretched  fituation  in 
'•  which  I  am,  on  account  of  aflenting  to  the 
"  decrees  refpedling  the  Clergy.  I  have 
**. always  regarded  it  as  a  forced  adl,  having 
V'  never  hefitated,  as  far  as  it  refped:s  my- 
**  felf,  to  remain  always  united  to  the  Catho- 
,**  lie  paftors,  and  being  firmly  refolved, 
1  '•  Ihoijld 
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'•  fhouki  I  eVer  recover  my  power,  fuHy  to 
•*  re-eftablifli  the  Catholic  worftiip.  I  have 
•*  feen  a  prieft,  who  thinks  that  thfefe  fenti^ 
*•  ments  may  fuffice,  and  that  1  may  per- 
*'  form  my  Eafter  devotions ;  but  it  is  more 
**  your  province  to  fay  what  the  Church  in 
V*  general  thinks  of  it,  and  to  appreciate 
•'  the  circumftances  in  which  we  are  placed. 
**  If  on  the  one  hand  it  would  not  give  of- 
**  fence  to  fonie,  on  tbe  other  I  fee  the  in*' 
'*  novators  (though  indeed  that  ftiould  bear 
**  no  weight  in  the  fcale)  already  daring  to 
**  fpeak  in  threatening  language.  I  requell 
**  you  to  advife  on  the  fubje<5t  with  fuch 
'*  of  the  Biftiops  as  you  may  think  proper, 
**  and  on  whofe  difcretion  you  can  depend. 
•  *  I  defijre  alfo  to  have  your  anfwer  before 
**  twelve  to-morrow ;  •  and  return  my  letter. 
(Signed)         Louis.'" 

''April  15,  1791V* 

The  firm  and  pious  anfwer  which  the 
Biftiop  of  Clermont  fent  to  the  King,  is  not 
kfs  worthy  of  being  tranfmitted  to  pofte- 
rity ;  it  was  as  follows  :  . 

**  Sire, 
**  If  ever  I  wiflied  for  underftanding  and 
C  2  **  wifdom 
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*'  wifdom  from  above,  I  muft,  on  an  occa- 
*'  fion  in  which  your  Majefty  orders  me  tcJ 
**  acquaint  you  with  my  fentiments  on  a 
*•  fubjedt  as  delicate  as  interefting. 

**  I  will  begin  by  expreffing  to  your 
*'  Majefty^  how  greatly  I  am  flattered  by 
^*  the  confidence  which  you  have  deigned  to 
*'*  repofe  in  me ;  but  at  the  fame  time  that  I 
**  feel  all  the  honour  and  all  the  value  of  it,  I 
^*  cannot  but  be  embarrafled  from  the  tho- 
**  rough  convidlion  of  my  infufficiency  to 
*•  decide  fo  important  a  queflion  as  that 
'  *  which  you  have  called  upon  me  to  anfwer. 
'*  To  fupply  my  own  deficiency,  Sire,  I  have 
''  taken  advantage  of  the  liberty  you  have 
'*  granted  me  to  confult  twoof  my  brethren, 
'^*  whofe  difcretion  and  underftanding  appear 
**  tome  undoubted;  and  it  is  this  which 
'  *  has  prevented  my  anfwering  your  Ma- 
**  jefty  before  noon.  iNdare  hope  that  you 
*\  will  excufe  this  unavoidable  delay,  as 
''  your  letter  was  not  delivered  to  me  till 
*  *  nin^  o*clock  in  the  morning. 
.  *V  Your  Majefty  does  me  the  honour  to 
* '  alk  me,  if  I  think  you  can  and  ought  to 
"  perform  your  Eaftcr  devotions  under  the 
**  unfortunate  circumftances  of  your  fitua- 
''  tion.     I  take  the  liberty  of  reprefenting 

•*  to 
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**   to  your  Majefty,  that  the  fubjedk  ought  to 
^^  be  confidered  in  two  points  of  view;  firft 
**  in  itfelf,  and  then  as  it  refpeds  public 
*'  edification •     In  the  firft  point  of  view, 
**  my  extreme  defire  to  fee  your  Majefty 
♦*  participate   the   Holy   Communion  at  a 
**  moment  when  you  have  the  greateft  need 
*•  of  this  refource,  and  to  receive  the  God  of 
^*  all  confolation  when  you  are  aflailed  with 
*^  doubt  and  forrow,  prompts  me  to  adopf 
•  ^  the  fentiment  of  the   prieft  whom  you 
^*  have  confulted,  and  pf  whofe  underftand- 
♦*  ing  and  fidelity  to  the  Church  there  can 
**  be  no  doubt.     A   fincere  regret  for  the 
^*  paft,  a  firm  refolution  for  the  future,  arc 
^*  heceflary  in  order  to  receive  abfolution, 
*f  and  to  enable  us  to  approach  the  Holy 
f*  Table.      But   thefe   difpofitions  muft  be 
*f  manifeft  after  having  given  occafion  of 
f*  offence;  and  Imay  be  bold  enough  to-fay 
**  to  your  Majefty,  that  the  acceptance  or 
*'  the  fandlion  given  to  various  decrees,  par- 
**  ticularly  thofe  which  in  the  ponftitutioa 
•'  of  the  Clergy  have  refped:  tp  fpiritual  ob-» 
<*  jeds,  as  thofe  of  the  27th  of  November, 
"'  have  been  attended  with  confequences  the 
'*  moft  woful  to  the  Church,  and  the  moft 
f  *  difaftrous  to  Religion.     I  kpow  thftt  your 
C  3  "  Majefty 
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*'  Majefty  deplores  them;  and  you  exprefs 
•*  yourfelf  in  your  letter  with  the  moft  re* 
**  ligious  and  edifying  energy.     I  am  con- 
*•  vinced  that   cbnfiderations,    which   have 
**  appeared  to  you  grounded  on  wifdom,  and 
^*  the  love  of  peace,  extorted  from  your  hand 
'*  what  your  heart  difavowed.  I  am  alfo  fully 
**  perfuaded,  that  you  thought  you  might  yield 
**  to  comp^^lfion ;  but.  Sire,  when  the  quef- 
**  tion  is  refpeding  Religion  and  the  law  of 
**  God,  your  Majefty  mufl:  be  fenfiblc  that 
*•  it  was  only  by  refiftance   to  force  that 
**  there  were  martyrs,   and  that  the  fpilling 
•*  of  their  blood  to  cement  the  work  of  our 
*'  redemption,  has  been  the  moft  powerful 
'*  means  of  tranfmitting  to' us  this  precious 
*'  gift  of  heaven.     I  fee  powerful  motives, 
**  and  I  find  them  in  your  heart,  for  adopt- 
**  ing  the  courfe  favourable  to  your  defires, 
*•  which   the   prieft  whom   you   confulted 
^*  thought  might  be  adopted ;  but^  Sire,  as 
**  it  refpeds  public  edification,  I  am  really 
**  alarmed;  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  ftating 
^^  to   your    Majefty^    that   as   you   cannot 
**  without  incalculable  inconvenience  either 
**  repair  the  evil  which  the  acceptation  and 
**  fandions  have  occafioned,  or  manifeft  the 
**  intention  in  time  for  the  feafon  in  which 

*^  you 
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**  you  wifli  to  fatisfy  on  this  head  the  reli- 
*'  gious  fentiment  which  prefles  upon  your 
**  mind ^  it  appears  that  the  performing  of 
'*  the  Pafchal  duty,  under  fuch  circum- 
^  fiances,  would  infallibly  produce  moft 
'*  lamentable  efFe<5ls.  All  your  fubjed:s 
'*  know  that  your  Majefty  has  confented 
^  to  the  latv  fubverfive  of  their  religion,  but 
**  few  will  allow  for  the  fituation  in  which 
*'  you  are,  or  for  the  invincible  obftacles 
•*  which  your  Majefty  has  to  encounter  in 
**  the  reparation  you  would  make;  and  I 
*'  clearly  fee  thofe  who  are  invariably  at- 
**  tached  to  their  principles  would  be  con- 
"  founded,  the  weak  drawn  into  jerror  by  fo 
•*  high  an  example,  and  the  enemies  of  Re- 
•*  ligion  confirmed  in  their  triumph. 

**  Sire,^  upon  thefe  confiderations  I  am 
*•  bound  to  declare  to  your  Majefty,  that  it 
*•  appears  to  me  to  be  the  moft  prudent  to 
**  fuipend  the  Pafchal  communion.  It  is 
*•  certain,  that  in  this  Condu(5l  there  is  no- 
**  thing  contrary  to  the  principles  of  Reli- 
*•  gion:  the  fpiritual  authority,  whether  by 
**  confeflbrs  or  in  any  other  manner,  con- 
^*  ftantly  permits  thefe  delays,  which  are  law- 
**  ful  in  many  circumftances,  and  motives  of 
C  4  ^^  much 
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•  *  much  lefs  weight  than thofe  by  which  your 
•*  Majefty  would  be  determined,  are  fufE- 
•*  cient.  Sire,  it  appeans  to  me  irnportant 
**  to  forefee  and  prevent,  even  in  a  political 
**  view,  what  might  happen  if  your  Ma^ 
**  jefty  fhould  hold  yourfelf  bound  to  per- 
•'  form  your  Pafchal  duty  in  the  Eafter 
**  week :  thefe  views  are  not  foreign  to  Re- 
'*'ligion  which  is  the  life  of  peace,  of  tran- 
''  quillity,  and  public  order.  It  is  impof- 
**  fible  to  conceal  that  they  who  dare  at- 
**  "tempt  to  dictate  your  Majeily's  adtions, 
**  will  think  it  of  great  confequience  to  pre- 
* '  vail  upon  you  to  adopt  the  refolution  of 
'  *  going  to  the  parifb  church.  That  would 
**  be  a  fcandal:  and  if  your  Majefty  were 
*'  to  take  the  Communion  in  your  own 
**  chapel,  you  would  perhaps  expofe.  your- 
**  felf  to  what  you  fo  prudently  have  at 
'*  heart  to  avoid;  and  I  almoft  think  that 
**  the  poftponing  of  it  becomes  a  djuty* 

^*  I  am  with  the  moft  profound 

'*  refped,  &c.  &c. 

Signed •!•  Bifhop  of  Clermont/* 

'*  Paris  y  April  16, 
1791,- 

The 
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The  King  received  this  d^cifion  with  « 
much  refpe<3:  and  fubmiiEon  as  if  it  had 
proceeded  fjrom  tlje  head  of  the  Church,  and 
his  refojution  to  obey  it  was  rather  ftrcngth-  , 
ened  than  {haken  by  the  dangers  to  which  it 
^xpofed  him.  Alas !  no  perfon  poffefled 
more  of  that  paffive  courage,  that  martyr-* 
like  refignation  than  Louis  XVI.  Unfortu- 
nately it  is  not  upon  the  Throne  that  thefe 
virtues,  always  eftimable,  arc  moft  necef- 
fary :  they  are  even  much  oftener  fatal  than 
ufeful  to  a  Prince  who  does  not  unite,  like 
$t.  Louis ^  that  greatnefs  of  foiil,  that  energy 
of  character,  and  that  commanding  firmnefs 
which  enfure  refpecft,  infpire  fear,  and  en- 
force obedience.  Doubtiejfs  Kings  fliould 
make  themfelves  beloved,  but  they  ftioiild 
alfo  always  take  care  to  be  feared.  When 
they  are  told  that  they  are  the  idols  of  their 
Nations,* that  they  govern  by  love,  &c.i&c  • 
they  but  hear  an  old  flattering  tale  fit  for  a 
madrigal :  truth,  common  fenfe  and  expe- 
rience tell  th^m  on  the  contrary,  •  that  it  is 
only  by  fear  that  the  people  are  governed  jr 
and  that  no  King  can  be  loved  by  the  good 
who  is  not  feared  by  the  wicked. 

At  the  approach  of  the  Eaftcr  week,  the 
Fadious  exerted  every  means  to  agitate  the 

people, 


people,  Snd  make  them  anxious  that  the 
Kiftg-fliowki'go  t6  the  parifh  church,  ifed^ 
recti ve  the  Pafcal  C<5mmumon,  from  tbd 
hands  x>f  a  Conftrtutibn^l  clergyman.  *' i£ 
•*  he  refufes,**  faid  fhey,  **  he  perjures 
**  himfelf  j  he  violates  the  Conftitutidti- 
♦*  which  he  has  accepted  ;  he  betrays  the 
**  Nation ;  he  puts  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
•*  the  confpiracy  of  nefradtory  priefts,  and 
**  fo  forth  :  if  he  fubmit  to  it  (whifpered 
?'  fhey)  we  will  accufe  him  of  hypocrify 
•*  ind  cowardice.  Thus,  de  what  he  will, 
••  he  cannot  but  incur  the  cenfure  of  the 
•*  patriots,  or  the  indignation  and  contempt 
^*  of  all  partie&Z* 

The  Kihg,  aware  of  thefe  man<jeuvres, 
and  of  the  double  friare  laid  for  him,  faw 
DO  other  means  of  efcaping  it  than  that  of 
paffing  a  pait  of  the  Eafter  weeks  at  St. 
Cloud,  with  the  Royal  Family.  This  plan 
feetned  likely  to  meet  with  the  fewer  obfta- 
ck&,  aS'the  King's  health  ifnight  be  fuppofed 
t4  be  the  caufe  of  it^  the  country  air  being 
proper  for  him  after  the  diforde'r  ffoftrv 
which  his  Majefty  was  but  juft  recover- 
ing; but  the  FaxaiouS  WeW  not  to  be  fo 
dcsdeived^/  They  immediateJy^ipr^ad  a^  riport 
antong  the  People  and  Naticiiai  Oaard,  thsii 
,  the 
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the  King  was  going  to  St.  Cloud  only  to 
avoid  keeping  his  Eafter  at  Paris ;  and  that 
he  had  given  up  his  ufual  confeflbr,  the 
Minifter  o(St.  Etc/iache, hcczufc  he  had  take^ 
the  new  oath.  The  fermentation  excited  by 
tbefc  rumours  made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs,  * 
that  on  Palm  Sunday,  a  National  Grenadier, 
upon  Guard  at  the  Palace,  took  upon  him, 
at  mafs  time,  and  almoft  in  the  King's  hear- 
ing, to  make  the  moft  atrocious  declama- 
tions upcMi  his  Majefty's  Chapel  being  ferved 
by  ecclefiaftics  who  had  not  taken  the  oath, 
upon  the  danger  of  fuch  an  example,  and 
upon  the  puniftiment  it  deferved,  &c.  &c. 
His  comrades  applauded  Jiim,  and  loudly 
repeated  thefe  imprecations  at  the  door  of 
the  Chapel,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  fer- 
vice  could  not  be  begun  for  near  half  an 
hour;  it  was,  however,  performed  at  laft, 
but  with  the  dread  of  being  interrupted 
every  moment  by  fome  aft  of  violence. 
^  On  the  fame  day,  and  at  the  fame  hour, 
a  large  mob  affembled  at  the  door  of  the 
Theatins,  and  brutally  turned  away  from  it 
feveral  worthy  Catholics,  to  whom  the  Mu- 
nicipality had  let  that  church,  and  who  were 
going  to  attend  the  fervice  to  be  performed 
there,  by  priefts  who  had  not  taken  the  oath, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  fcandalous,  fanatic,  and  impious  feenes, 
determined  the  King  to  fet  out  the  next  day* 
for  St  Cloud;    - 

M.  de  la^  Fayette,  apprehenfive  that  his 
Majefty's  departure  might  occafion  fome  po- 
pular Gommrotion,  thought  that  to  prevent 
it,  he  had  only  to  increafe  the'  pofts  of  the 
National  Quard  at  the  Palace,  and  at  the  Place 
du  CarouJeU  and  to  ftation  them  as  far  as 
the  Barriere  de  la  Conference ;  but  this 
Generaj,  was  feldom  fortunate  in  his  precau- 
tions, and  thofe  which  he  took  on  this  oq- 
cafion,  only  ferved  to  infure  fuccefs  to  the 
crime  he  wilhed  to  prevent;  and  even  be-? 
came  the  principal  caufe  of  it.  Their  Ma- 
jefties  fet  out,  or  rather  endeavoured  to  fet 
out,  on  Monday,  in  the  Holy  week,  at  noon, 
but  they  had  fcarcely  arrived  at  the  Place  du 
Carouzely  when  their  carriage  was  furround- 
ed,  and  Hopped  by  an  immenfe  crowd,  con- 
fiding chiefly  of  foldiers  belonging  to  the 
National  Guard.  The  cries  of — Don't  let 
Mint  pafs !  He  Jhall  not  go !  were  heafd 
on  all  fides.  At  the  Icaft  motion  of  the 
horfes,  clamours  flill  more  violent,  broke 
forth ;  and  more  than  once  feveral  mulkcts 
were  feen  levelled  at  the  carriage. 
.    In  the  midft  of  thefe   tumults  and  vori^ 

ferations, 
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fcrations,  the  King,  prcfervirig  the  grcateft 
ferenity,  fent  for  M.  de  la  Fayette,  and 
afked  him  if  it  was  intended  to  difpute  his 
right  of  going  to  St.  Cloud  j  and,  defired  if  it 
were  poflible,  to  remove  the  crowd  that  flop- 
ped his  way.  M.  de  la  Fayette  anfwered,  that 
his  Majefty  certainly  was  at  liberty  to  go ; 
that  he  would  fpcak  to  his  foldiers,  and 
only  defired  a  few  moments  to  clear  the  way 
for  his  carriage.  He  did,  in  fait,  aU  that 
lie  could  do ;  but,  his  efforts  only  proved  his 
want  of  power.  He  harangued,  but  his 
rhetoric  was  in  vain ;  and  he  went  through 
the  ranks  with  as  little  fuccefs,  endeavouring 
to  find  fome  foldiers  who  might  have  the 
complaifance  to  obey  him.  ,The  feeble 
voice  of  this  popular  General  was  every 
where  drowned  by  that  of  the  Sovereign 
People,  who  in  this  infurreftion,  which  par* 
ticularly  related  to  Religion,  truly  thought 
that^  they  were  only  performing  the  mojl 
f acred  of  duties. 

M.  de  la  Fayette y  no  longer  able  to  doubt 
the  inefficacy  of  his  credit  and  influence  over 
the  National  Guard,  went  and  informed 
the  King  of  the  difpofition  of  their  minds^ 
flill  repeating  to  his  Majefty,  tliat  he  was 

free; 
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free ;  and  that,  if  he  perfifted  in  his  inten^^^ 
tion  of  proceeding  to  St.  Cloud,  he  would 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  King's  car- 
riage, with  fome  brave  Officers,  and  at  the 
peril  of  his  life^  enforce  the  execution  of  the 
law. 

The  King,  no  doubt  recoUeding,  that  on 
the  5th  of  Odober  1 789,  M.  de  la  Fayette 
had  alfo  affured  him  that  he  might  remain 
quiet,  and  that  he  would  anfwer  for  evefy 
thing,  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  truft  a 
fecond  time  to  fuch  affurances,  and  deter- 
mined to  return  to  the  Palace,  after  having 
remained  near  an  hour  and  a  half  in  the 
fame  place  in  his  carriage,  from  which  he 
diflindly  heard  the  menaces  and  feditious 
fpeeches  of  this  mifguided  multitude.  To 
'fave  the  honour  of  the  Conftitution,  or  at 
leaft  to  glofs  over  the  manifeft  violation  of 
it  by  open  force,  it  was  proclaimed  upon 
the  Place  du  Carouzel,  that  the  King,  un^ 
willing  to  augment  the  uneafmefs  which  his 
departure  might  occajion,  had  confented  not 
to  ufe  the  right  he  had  of  proceeding  to  St. 
Cloudy  and  to  dejer  going  for  fome  days. 
All  the  revolutionary  papers  gave  an-  ac- 
count of  this  fcandalous  fcene  in  the  fame 

terras, 
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tetmSt,  *i^d  the  DiTc<3:ory  of  tlie  Depart* 
ment  haftened  to  confirm  the  impofture,  by 
the  ;iidec6^  refplution  entered  into  on  th« 
ianie  day,  purporting,  t;hat,  the  Scdions 
of  the  Capital  Jhauld  be  convoked  by  the 
Municipality^  to  determine  the  quejiion 
^rijing  ^pm  the  following  cafe : 

**  The  King  intended  to  go  this  day  to  St^ 
**  Cloud.  A  great  number  of  Citizens 
•*  fearing  that  the;  i^fradfcory  might  dare  to 
•*  make  an  improper  ufe  of  his  name,  to 
**  give  force  to  their  Anti-Conftitutional 
•*  manoeuvres,  went  and  requefted  him  not 
•*  to  leave  tQwn.  The  Mayor  and  Com- 
•*  minder  in  Chief,  fearing  that  the,  King 
**  might  appear  to  be  under  conftraint,  de- 
•*  clared  to  him,  that  he  Ihould  never  ceafe 
**  to  be  free ;  and  that,  if  he  ftill  chofe  to 
'*  go  to  St*  ^Cloud,  every  public  mieatts 
**  (houl4  be  employed  to  prevent  his  meet- 
*'  ing^any  impediment. 

*'  The  King  was  apprehcnfive  of  a  diC- 
**  tiirbance ;  and,  being  unwilling  to  expofc 
•*  either  the  People  or  the  National  Quard, 
**  determined  to  ftay.  The  Scdions  are  rg- 
**  queftcd  to  give  their  opinions  upon  the 
'*  following   queft ion :— (7ni<?r   thefe  cir- 

*^  cuvijtances, 


'*  cnmjlances,  oiighi  the  ^  King  to  be  m- 
*'  treated  to  put  hisjirjl  ihtention' into  eke-^' 

^*  cutiony  which  was  to  go  to  Si.  Cloud? 
'*  or,  ought  thanks  to  be  returned  to' 'Mm 
**  forjlaying,  in  order  to  preferve  thepub^^ 

,  "  lie  tranquillity?  [Refolution  of  the 
**  Department,  Monday y  i^th  of  Ap^^il 
••  1791/'] 

This  polite,  this  afFeded  alternative,  mere- 
ly employed  to  difguife  whatever 'was  uri- 
con^itutional  in  the  qiieftion,  deceived  no 
one.  In  fadl,  it  was  impoflible  not  to  un- 
derftand  very  clearly,  that  it  was  afking  the 
Factious,  whether  it  was  their  pleafure  to 
permit  or  prevent  the  King^s  going  to  St. 
CIou^. 

The  following  day  the  Department  went 
iand  communicated  this  refolution  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  which  they  had  the  bafenefs  to  ap- 
prove. Scarce  had  the  members  of  the  De- 
partment retired  than  the  Prefident  an- 
nounced to  the  Aflembly,  that  the  King  was 
coming  to  the  Hall.  His  Majefty  immedi- 
ately entered  at  the  fame  time,  and  fpoke  as 
follows* : 
^  **  Gen- 

*  Tbis  ftcp  was  urged  by  the  Mi^niftfirs,  and  fo  im- 
'  " '  portunately, 
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•'  Gentlemen, 
*•  I  am  come  among  you  with  the  copfi* 
dence  I  have  always  tcftificd  to  you.  You 
are  informed  of  the  oppofition  given  yef- 
tcrday  to  my  departure  for  St.  Cloud.  I 
was  not  willing  to  overcome  it  by  force, 
becaufe  I  feared  to  occafion  a(^s  of  fc- 
verity  againft  a  deceived  multitude,  who 
thought  they  were  protedling  the  laws, 
while  they  were  infringing  them ;  but  it 
is  of  importance  to  the  Nation  to  prove 
that  I  am  free.  Nothing  is  fo  cffential 
to  the  authority  of  the  fandlions  and  accep- 
tations which  I  have  given  to  your  Decrees. 
Governed  by  this  powerful  motive,  I 
perfift  in  my  plan  of  going  to  St.  Cloud, 
and  the  National  Affembly  muft  per- 
ceive the  neceflity  of  it.  It  feems,  that 
in  order  to  make  a  faithful  people,  and 
whofe  love  I  have  deferved,  rebellious, 
doubts  are  raifed  in  their  minds  refpedt- 
ing  my  Conftitutional  fentimentf .  I  have 
accepted,    and  fworn    to    maintain  that 


portunately,-  that  his  Majefty  could  not  refufe.  He  nc- 
verthelefs  (hortened  the  fpecch,  the  plan  of  which  they 
had  drawn  up,  and  left  out  feveral  phrafes  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  want  dignity.  See  Appendix, 
No.  XV. 

Vol.  IV.  D  "  Coft- 
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'*  Conftitution,  of  which  the  civil  Confti- 

**  tution  of  the  Clergy  forms  a  part,  and  I 

**-  do  maintain  the  execution  of  it  with  all 

**  my  power.  '  This   is  but  repeating  the 

-•*  fentiments  I  have  fo  often  exprefled  be- 

*^*  fore  the  National  Aflembly.   They  know 

**  that  my  intentions  and  my  wiflics  havfe 

**  no  other  objedl  than  the  happinefs  of  my 

**  People,  and  that  happinefs  can  only  re- 

■**  fult  from  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and 

**  obedience  to  all  the  Legitimate  and  Con- 

-**  ftitutional  authorities." 

■  The  Prcfident,  in  his  anfwer,  mixed  with 
the-lifaal  expreflions  of  attachment,  grati- 
tude, and  fo  forth,  fome  fentences,  which 
pointed  out  the  pretended   fadlion  of  refrac- 
tory priefts,  as  the  principal  caufe  of  the 
troubles  which  afHifted  the  King.     ''  Sire,** 
faid  he,  *'  You,  the  People,    Liberty,   and 
**  the  Conftitution,  have  but  one  common 
**  intereft.     The  bafe  enemies  of  the.Con- 
***  ftitution  and  Liberty  are  alfo  ydur   ene- 
**  mies.      All  hearts  are  yours.      As  you 
*'  wifh  the  People's  happinefs,    the  People 
J^  wifh  for  the  happinefs  of  their  King..  Let 
♦  *.  us   prevent  a  Fadtioa,   well  known  by 
*'  their  proje(Sls,    their  efforts,  and  plots, 
""*'    ''  -  it  from 
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•*  from  interfering  between  the  Throne  and 
••  the  Nation,  and  every  wifli  will  be  accom- 
"  pliftied.  All  uneafinefs  anddiftruft  will 
•*  difappear.  Our  common  enemies  will 
"  once  more  be.  confounded,  and  jrou' will 
**  achieve  a  frefli  vidory  for  your  Coun- 
c«   try.'* 

His   Majefty  had  been  often  interrupted 

by  fliouts  of  Vive  le  Roi  !  and  repeated  ap- 

plaufes,  which  were  renewed  on  his  leaving 

the  Hall.    The  members  of  the  Cote-Droit, 

far  from  joining  in  the  homage  paid  to  the 

King,  were  obferved  to   keep   a  profound 

lilenCc — it  was  the  filence  of  conilemation. 

A  Deputation  was  named  to  go  and  thank 

the  King  for  theftep  he  had  juft  taken,  and 

to^requeft  a  copy  t)f  his  fpeech,  which  it 

was   decreed  Ihould  be  printed  and  fent  to 

the  Departments,  to  ferve  as  a  proclamation 

for  the  re^eftabliftiment  of  public  peace, — 

But  the  Aftembly  did  not  dare  to  determine 

any  thing  re:^e(fting  the  King's  going  to  St. 

Cloud.     They  did  not  even  fuflfer  a  fingle 

motion  to  be  made  on  the  fubjedt.     M.  de 

BlaconSj  attempting  to  put  the  Affembly  in 

mind  of  what  the  King  had  faid  on  the  ne- 

ceffity  of  this  journey,  all  the  members  of 

the  Cote-Gauche  rofe  at  once,  and  defired 

D  2  that 
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that  he  might  be  fent  to  the  Abbaye.  M.  de 
Cazales  and  fome  other  members  of  the 
Cote -Droit  endeavoured  to  fpeak,  but  the 
order  of  the  day,  and  the  breaking  up  of 
the  Sitting  were  fo  loudly  called  for,  that 
the  Prefident  \Chabrovd)  put  it  to  the  vote, 
and  the  motion  of  adjournment  was  carried. 
The  Department  had  fubmitted  the  queftion 
refpedling  the  King's  going  to  St.  Cloud, 
to  all  the  Sedtions  of  the  Capital,  and  the 
Aflembly  had  already  loft  too  much  of  its 
popularity  to  dare  to  difpute  the  power  of 
the  Sedions,  or  anticipate  their  decifion. 

Before  the  King  went  to  the  Sitting,  his 
Majefty  received  from  the  Department  of 
Paj-is,  an  addrcfs  drawn  up  by  M.  Pqftoret^ 
Procureur^GeneraUSyndict  and  Af.  deTal^ 
leyrand,  the  late  Bilhop  of  Autun,  on  the 
fubjedl  of  the  infurredion  which  had  taken 
place  the  day  before.  Some  of  the  plirafes 
were  thought  to  belong  to  the  Abbe  Si^es 
their  colleague.  This  performance  is  top 
remarkable  to  be  entirely  paffed  over ;  thefc 
are  its  leading  traits  2 

**  SiKE,     :  . 
.  **  Can  the  confidencje  which. thfe  People 
I**  repofe  in  your  pejrfon  long  refift  the  im- 

**  preflions 


AFBILI79I.]      FRENCH    RfiVOLUTlOX.  37 

preflions  which  men,  eager  to  enjoy  Li- 
berty, receive  from  thofe  who  are  about 
you?  .The  enemies  of  Liberty,  alarmed 
at  your  patriotifm,  have  determined  to 
ajfailyour  conjcience.  Concealing  their 
humbled  pride  under  the  veil  of  holinefs, 
they  fhed  hypocritical  tears  over  Religion. 
Such,  Sire,  are  the  men  by  whom  you  are 
furroiinded.  It  is  with  pain  remarked, 
that  you  favour  the  refractory;  that  you 
are  ferved  almoft  entirely  by  the  enemies 
of  the  Conftitution ;  and  it  ig  feared  that 
thefe  preferences,  which  are  but  too  ma* 
nifeft,  indicate  the  real  inclination  of 
your  heart.  Sire,  adt  freely,  and  remove 
the  enemies  of  the  Conftitution  from  about 
you.  Announce  to  foreign  Nations  that 
a  glorious  Revolution  has  taken  place  in 
France;  that  you  have  adopted  it,  and 
that  you  are  now  the  King  of  a  free 
People ;  for  this  purpofe,  choofe  Minif- 
ters  of  a  new  kind,  and  fuch  as  arc  not 
Unworthy  of  fo  auguft  an  office ;  and  let 
the  Nation  leam  that  their  King  has  placed 
about  hi§  perfon  the  firmeft  fupporters  of 
Liberty,  for  at  prefent  they  only  are  thq 
ILing's  realand  ufefiil  friends." 

D  3  The 
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The  National  Aflembly  themfelvcs,  at  the 
time  they  enjoyed  the  greatcft ,  popularity, 
never  prefcnted  to  the  King  more  infofent 
complaints,  or  more  imperious  c^dvice*  The 
ftyle  of  tlais  addrefs  gives  an  exad:  id^a  of 
the  degree  of  power  which  the  Diredlory  of 
the  Department  of  Paris  had  already  acquired 
through  the  audacity  and  ability  pf  their 
.principal  members;  and  we  ,may  judge  of 
the  advantages  which  Mirabedu,  the  boldeft 
and  ablefl  of  them  all,  miglat  have  drawn 
from  it  for  the  execution  of  his:  plan^  if 
death  had  allowed  him  time*   ,  \ 

The  fame  corttplaints,  the  fame  couhfels, 
v^rere  repeated  to  the  King,  in  an  addrefs 
prefented  to  him  by  the  Miiniciipality ;  and 
on  the  fame  day  the  Dite<3x)ry  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  theSeind  andOifc  (Verfailles)  re- 
folved  to  petition   the  AfTemUy.to  decree, 
Conftituiionally,  that  tvery  foroamt  and  do-- 
mejlicof  the'  King,  Q%em,  or^rejwnptive 
•  heir  to  the  Thvpncrof  xn^kctkmrrnAture  his 
J&ciiicc:  might  Ji€,  Jh(midJ'e]ioimd  to  take 
thfi  n^biff  imiM^Hing  the  Confiitntio%  of 
the  Kingdom  to  the  befi  of  h^  pozoer^  '§nd 
fuch  ■  £f,&  -o^re  ;  fCQl4f^ii;s,-  tp ,  maintain 
moreover    the^   civil,  Confiitmhu  4f  J^he 
Clergy. 

On 
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On  the  following  day,  M.  de  la  Payette^ 
humbled,  and  juftly,  by  the  filly  and  ridicu- 
lous part  which  the  obftinate  difobedience 
of  the  whole  of  the  National  Guard  had 
made  him  play  on  the  18th,  fent  his  refig* 
nation  of  the  poft  of  Commander-in-Chief 
and  that  of  the  wJiole  Staff,  to  the  Muni- 
cipality. This  unexpected  ftep  fet  the  whole 
town  in  an  uproar,  and  all  the  battalions  in 
motion,  Almoft  all  of  them  went  to  his 
houfe  in  the  evening,  to  aflure  him  of  their 
repentance  and  attachment,  and  moft  earnefl- 
ly  entreated  him  to  withdraw  his  refignation. 
M.  de  la  Fayette^  being  overwhelmed  in 
filent  fadnefs,  and  anfwering  them  only  with 
fighs,  or  unmeaning  monofyllables,  feveral 
of  them,  attended  with  flambeaux,  went  to 
the  Municipality  to  beg  them  to  go  and  fe- 
cond  their  folicitation.  They  arrived  at 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  with  M.  Bailly  at 
their  head,  at  the  General's  houfe,  and  were 
fliut  up  with  him  in  his  Cabinet  about:  an 
hour,  without  being  able  to  obtain  an  anfwer. 

In  the  midft  of  this  confufion  and .  agita- 
tion, the  fermentation  againfl  the  faithful 
priefts  became  more  and  more  violent,  and 
alarmed  the  King  extremely.  It  wa^  ,par^i- 
cularly  againft  thofe  •  that  belongpjl   to  hi§ 

D  4  •    Chapel 
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Chapel  that  the  pamphlets  and  Revolution- 
ary Journals  endeavoured  to  direcSl  the  fury 
of  the  People.  His  Majefty  had  flattered 
himfelf  to  protedt  them  by  going  to  St. 
Cloud,  but  he  now  gave  up  all  hopes  of  be- 
ing fuffered  to  leave  Paris,  It  was  at  this 
moment  of  embarraflment,  wretchednefs, 
and  defpair,  that  the  Lameth  party  made  an 
offer  of  their  counfcls  and  fervices  to  the 
King.  This  party  was  then  the  ftrongeft  in 
the  Aflembly,  and  that  which  the  King  held 
moft  in  horror.  His  Majefty,  however, 
perceiving  that  nothing  contrary  to  his  reli^ 
gious  principles  was  required  from  him  in 
their  propofals,  determined  to  accept  them, 
and  in  confequence,  caufed  the  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  to  write  to  all  the  Ambaf- 
fadors  and  Minifters  of  France,  in  the  dif- 
ferent Courts  of  Europe,  that  famous  circu- 
lar letter,  in  which  the  King,  through  his 
Minifter,  proclaimed  himfelf  perfectly  free, 
at  a  moment  when  no  one  could  doubt  his 
being^  in  a  ftate  of  flavery,  and  made  the 
moft  pompous  eulogium  upon  the  Conftitu- 
tion  which  dethroned  him*.     The  Depart- 

»  See  the  letter  from  M.  dt  Montmmn  to  the  Ambaf- 
UAt>js,    Appendix,  No.  xvi. 

mcnt. 
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mcnt,  and  the  Municipality,  having,  in  their 
refpe(ftive  addreffes,  advifed  the  King  to  take 
the  fame  ftep,  he  did  not  doubt,  but  that 
they  had  enterjed  into  a  moft  formidable 
coalition  with  the  Lameth  party,  who  had 
drawn  up  the  letter  in  queftion;  and  this^ 
opinion,  which  was  but  too  probable,  got 
the  better  of  his  Majefty^s  extreme  repug- 
nance to  profefs  fentiments  not  his  own,  and 
to  appear  to  put  confidence  in  people  in 
whom  he  had  none. 

M.  de  Montmorin  could  not  approve  a 
determination  fo  oppofite  to  the  plan  which 
he  had  prevailed  upon  the  King  to  adopt, 
and  for  the  execution  of  which  he  kept  up 
a  conftant  correfpondence  with  M.  de  Mercy 
and  M.  de  Florida  Blanca,  the  Spanifli  Mi- 
nifter.  He  remonftrated  very  ftrongly,  on 
this  occafion,  to  his  Majefty.  **  The  ftep 
**  propofed  to  you,*'  faid  he,  **  not  only  com- 
**  mits  the  dignity  of  your  character,  but 
**  endangers  the  fuccefs  of  the  important 
**  negotiation  in  which  the  Emperor  is  at 
'•  this  moment  employed  by  your  defire  to 
**  re-eftablifh  the  Monarchy^  and  to  reftore 
**  you  to  your  Crown  and  liberty.  Can  your 
**  Majefty  be  deceived  as  to  the  confe- 
•*  quences  of  the  letter  which  you  order  me; 

'*  to 
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**  to  write  ?  No  doiibt  it  will  purchafe  for 
*'  70U  great  applaufes  from  the  Afiembly 
•*  and  the  Galleries — cries  of  Vive  le  Roi! 
•*  nay,  perhaps  a  Te  Deum  and  illumina- 
••  ticxis.  How  often  has  your  Majefty  al- 
•*  ready  found  that  this  popular  enthufiafm 
*♦  vani(hes  in  as  Httlc  time  as  it  requires  to 
**  excite  it;  and  that  if  advantage  be  not 
^*  immediately  taken  of  it,  the  next  day  is 
"  too  late.  I  muft  alfo  obfervc,  that  if  I 
••  fign  fuch  a  letter,  it  will  brand  me  with 
•  *  fuch  ignominy  in  all  the  Courts  of  Europe, 
*•  that  my  fcrvices  will  become  more  preju- 
•*  dicial  than  ufeful  to  your  Majefty 's  in- 
**  terefts/* — *^  The  moft  urgent  confidera^- 
•*  tion,**  replied  the  King,  *^  is  to  avert 
**  the  dangers  of  the  moment,  to  prevent 
**  the  maffacre  of  our  good  pricfts,  and  I  fee 
**  no  other  means.  All  Europe  muft  Imow 
**. under  what  circumftances  this  letter  was 
*'  written,  ThePowers  will  not  be  deceived 
^^  by  it ;  thpy  will  clearly  fee,  that  it  comes 
•*  neither  from  you  nor  me,  and  that  it  is 
**  an  a<5l:  of  compiilfion.  You  may  even 
*•  apprife  M.  de  Mercy  of  it*/'     M.  de 

*  This  CQnverfation  took  place  ©n  Wedncfday  ia  the 
llo\y  Week,  the  a6th  of  April. 

MonU 
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Montmorin,  wMiiout  making  any  answer  to 
tie  Mi^jcfty,'  received  the  letter  frcMn  his 
hands,  and  went  h^me  to  refleiSt  upon  it.— « 
In  coniidering  it  with  profoiHkL  attcmtiDn, 
flew  ai^tun^nts  preiented  tbemfeWes  to  him, 
whitb  hit  th^ug^t  more  dedfive  than  thpfo 
he  hi^d  already  urged  to  the  King,  Of  the^ 
he  CQflapofed  a. letter,  which  he  ^t.the  fol- 
lowing 4^.  tp  his  lyjajefty, .  and  whioh  li^oa- 
duded  jn  the  .following  manner^ 

**  Should  your  Majefty,  notwithfttnding 
f*  what  I  have. now  faid,  perfifli  in  the  d«* 
'*  torminatkm  you  communii^atod  to  me,  I 
•'  hare  add  the  refignation  of  my  ibffiice,  that 
V*  your  Mi^fly  may  order,  the  letter  which 
•*  I  have  the  honour  to  return  to  you,  to  be 
**  filpfied.  by  fome  other  Minifter  for  Fd«. 
**  xeign  Aflkirs.  The  facrifice  of  my  place 
y  Iconfider  a^s  nothing,  when  it  is  roiiiir^ 
^*  by  honour,  by  my  duty,  and  abohrealli 
'*  by  my  faithful  adherence  to  Ae  intercflis 
>*  of  ^y  King." 

His  Majefty  anfwered  this  letter  by  the 
following  note : — ^*  I  will  keep  your  rc- 
''  Agnation,  bccaufe  it  may  hereafter  ferve 

**  to 
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^*  to  prove  that  you  iiait  it  to  me  on  this 
f*  occafion  J  but  I  do  not  a«:ccpt  it,  and  I 
^  will  e9Cf]3ain  my  rcafons  to  you*^  Come 
**  tonte  this  morning  without  fail/*        ^ 

In  the  cotfverfation,  which  took  place  in 
confequencc  of  this  note,  the  King  told  M.  de 
Monimdrin  that,  wot  expecting  his  refiifal,  he 
had  charged  Af .  de  Lejfmt  to  write  immedi- 
ately to  theOepartmehtand  th*  Municipality, 
to  inform  them  of  the  orders  about  to  be  given 
to  the  Ambafladors  and  Minifters  of  France, 
&t  fo«ign  Courts  /that  M.  de  iJiJfgr^s  letter 
would' be  inferted  in  the  public  papers  ^,  and 
that  it  was  impofSble  to  defer  a  meafure  fo 
officially  announced.  **  Befides,"  added 
his  Majcftyi  *f  you  need  have  noapprehen- 
-•'  fions  about  your  honour:  I  rfigage  to 
*t  juftify  you  completely  at.  a  proper 
^*  time/*  Thefe  afliiranceSv  accompanied 
by  tl|e  moll  earneft  entreaties^  at  laft  deter- 
miiMjd:  M.  de  Mmtmorin  t6  .iign.  the  letter 
addrefled  to  the  Ambafladors*      ^ 

This  anecdote,  known  to  but  veiy-few, 
will  no  doubt  find  many  difinclined  to  give 

*  M.  de  Leffart's  letter 'Vas  inferted  on jhe  2jjd  of 
April,  in  feveral  papers,  and  among  others  in  the  Moni^ 
teuVf  No,  112. 

it 
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it  credit;  and  will  perhaps  be  contradided 
by  fome.  I  declare  beforehand  then  that  iOil 
ifiy  proofs  of  it  reft,  firft,  upon  the  affeiv 
tion  of  M.  df  M'ontmorin,  who,  in  anfwcr 
to  my  reproaches  for  figning  fuch  a  letter, 
(hewed  me  the  King's  note  above-mentioned, 
and  told  me  the  circumftances  which  I  h»ve 
juft  related  :  and  in  the  next  place,  upon  the 
certain  fad,  which  I  learned  from  the  King 
himfelf,  of  M.  de  Montmprifi*s  refig^ation, 
.  given  at  the  time  of  writing  the  letter  to  the 
Ambafladors,  and  kept  by  his  Majefty  till 
the  month  of  November  1792,  when  it  was 
accepted  on  being  again  urged  by  M.  de 
Montmorin. 

The  letter  propofed  by  the  Lameth  Party 
was  fent  on  the  23d  of  April  to  all  the  Am- 
bafladors and  Minifters  of  France  at  foreign 
Courts,  and  on  the  fame  day  M.  de  Mc/nt-- 
morin  fent  a  copy  of  it  to  the  AfTembly. 
The  rapture  excited  by  the  reading  of  it 
among  the  Members  of  the  Cote'-Gauche 
and  in  the  galleries,  was  exprefled  by  conti- 
nued applaufes,  and  by  a  thoufand  cries  of 
Vive  le  Roi  /  repeated  almoft  at  every  fen- 
tence:  but  the  Members  of  the  Cote- Droit, 
in  greater  conftemation  than  ever,  kept  the 
profoundeft  filence. 

Alexander 
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i  Ale^mder  de  Lameiky'  irtiifiediatcly  after 
the  reading  of  this  letter,  rofe^  and  extolled 
*-ta  Ae  4louds  this  foleittn  teftimony  of  the 
*!rig*s  attachment  to  the  heW  Conftitution, 
and  tb^  happy.  clft(a^  whitrh  were  to  be  ex- 
pelled from  it.  He  moved  to  thank  him 
fcfT  it  in  a  particular  manrncry  by  fending  a 
Deputation  to  him.  Several  perfons  called 
out  that  the  Affembly  (hould  wait  on  the 
King  in  a  body,  and  that  a  medal  fhould  be 
Itmck'  to  commemorate  this  day.  Robe-- 
fpierre  moderated  this  enthufiafm  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  King  would,  no  doubt,  fee 
with  pain  the  Affembly,  forgetting  their 
dignity,  move  in  a  body  from  their  places  : 
befides,  it  was  not  feafonable  to  thank  his 
Majefty,  as  it  was  not  How  that  the  Affem- 
bly were  for  the  firft  time  to  believe  in  his 
patriotifm ;  that  on  the  contrary  they  ought 
to  think  that  from  the  beginning  of  the  Re- 
volution the  King  has  remained  conftantly 
attached  to  it :  and  inftcad  of  thanking,  they 
fliould  congratulate  hinx  on  the  pcrfedl  har- 
mqpy  of  his  fentimcnts  with  thofe  of  the 
Nation.  This  motion  was  adopted;  and  it 
was'decre^  at  the  fame  time,  tlmt  the  King's 
letter  Ihould  be  fent  to  all  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary bodies  throughout  the  French .  empire. 
.  ''.         2     .  The. 
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The  Prefident  then  went  to  the  Palace  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  Deputation.  In  his 
fpeech  to  the  King,  he  expreffed  the  fenti- 
ments  and  enthufiafm  which  the  Affembljr 
had  manifefted.  **  The  Fraich  will  not  be 
**  furprifed/'  added  he,  **  at  this  new  proof 
**  which  you  give  them  of  your  afFe<ftion* 
**  Your  heart.  Sire,  is  known  to  them. 
**  They  are  accuftomed  to  pronounce  your 
**  name  with  all  the  overflowings  of  tender- 
*'  nefs  and  gratitude  which  are  due  to  great 
*'  benefits.  The  moment  is  arrived  in  which 
"  a  calm  will  fucceed  to  the  fears  and  hopes 
**  between  which  the  Nation  were  fludluat- 
•*  ing  in  uncertainty.  The  hydra  of  Fac- 
**  tion  had  a  hundred  heads;  you  have 
*•  ftruck  off  the  laft.  Sire,  I  prefume  to  fay 
**  to  your  Majefty,  that  you  will  be  happy ; 
*'  for  you  have  now  fecured  the  happinefs 
''  of  the  People.*' 

*'  I  am  infinitely  fenfible/*  anfwered  the 
King,  "  of  the  juftice  which  the  National 
*'  Aflembly  renders  me.  If  they  could 
**  read  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  they  would 
•*  there  find  only  fentiments  that  would 
'*  juftify   the    Nation*s    confidence :    every 

*^  diftruft 
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•*  diftruft  would  be  baoiihed  ;  wc  Ihould  all 
*•  be  happy/' 

The  applaufes  and  acclamations  were  re- 
newed with  tranfport  when  the  Deputation 
reported  this  anfwer  to  the  Affembly  :  th^ 
ordered  it  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  feiit  to  all 
the  Municipal  Bodies :  but  the  following 
day  not  a  fingle  trace  remained  of  that  en- 
thufiafm  which  the  letter  to  the  Ambafladors 
had  at  firft  excited.  It  exafperated  all 
honeft  men;  and  the  Democrats  themfelves, 
finding  it  too  exaggerated  to  believe  it  fin- 
cere,  accufed  the  King  of  falfehood  and  per- 
fidy. Thus  this  ftep,  far  from  producing 
the  happy  efFed:s  .which  his  Majefty  had 
been  made  to  hope  from  it,  only  encreafed 
diftruft,  and  rendered  his  fituation  m^re  cri- 
tical than  it  was  before.  Printed  papers 
fluck  up  upon  the  very  doors  of  his  palace, 
announced  that  there  were  relays  prepared 
on  the  road  from  St.  Cloud  to  Compeignc, 
to  favour  his  departure :  and  thus  the  King 
was  obliged  to  renounce  his  excurfion  to 
St*  Cloud,  which  he  had  fo  much  at  heart. 

M.  de  la  Fayette^  a  ftranger  to  all  th^s  in- 
trigue of  the  Lameth  Party^    was  wholly 

engaged 
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engaged  with  his  own  fituation  with  refpedl 
io  the  Municipality  and  the  National  Guard. 
Heappeared  on  the  22d  of  April  at  the  Sitting 
of  the  Council-General  of  the  Commune, 
and  related,  with  equal  tendernefs  and  pa- 
triotifin,  the  caufes  of  his  difcouragement, 
and  the  motives  which  made  him  perfift  in 
his  refignation.  "  I  do  not  think/*  faid  he, 
that  the  National  Guard,  the  great  majo- 
rity of  whom  were  always  fuperior  to  the 
fedudlions  of  the  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs 
and  party,  can  have  feen  with  indifference 
the  conftitutional  authorities  difregarded, 
their  orders  defpifed,  and  the  public  force 
oppofed  to  the  laws  which  it  is  bound  to 
fee  executed.  However,  Gentlemen,  in 
the  very  kind  marks  of  affection  which  I 
have  received,  I  feel  they  have  done  too 
much  for  me,  too  little  for  the  laws.  I 
am  convinced,  with  a  heart-felt  fatisfac* 
tion,  that  my  comrades  love  me:  but  I 
cannot  fay  that  I  know  how  much  they 
cherifh  the  principles  upon  which  liberty  is 
founded.  Gentlemen,  I  make  this  fincere 
avowal  of  my  fentiments  to  you ;  pray, 
communicate  them  to  the  National  Guards, 
from  whom  I  have  received  the  tokens  of 
friendfhip  with  great  fenfibility,  and  to 
Vol.  IV.  .  E  ''  wfeom 
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**  whom  I  (hall  always  be  an  affc€lionate 
**  and  grateful  brother.  T  own,  that  to  take 
**  the  command  of  them  it  would  be  ne* 
**  ceflary  for  me  to  be  aflured,  that  perfonal 
**  liberty,  the  fafety  of  families,  religious 
•*  liberty,  and  refpedt  for  the  lawful  autho- 
•*  rities,  would;  without  exception,  be  held 
**  as  facred  by  them  as  by  myfelf.  It  is 
''not  only  courage  and  vigilance  that  we 
*•  want,  but  alfo  unanimity  in  the  prjnei- 
**  pies  which  I  have  ftated  to  you;  and  I 
'•  thought,  and  ftill  think,  that  the  Confti- 
*'  tution  would  be  better  ferved  by  a  refig- 
**  nation,  from  the  motives  I  have  ftated, 
'*  than  by  my  compliance  with  the  requeft 
**  with  which  you  have  honoured  me/* 

So  affectionate,  fo  careffing  a  refufal  could 
not  long  remain  invincible.  Nothing  could 
be  more  grateful  to  M.  de  la  Fayette's  mind 
than  to  yield,  hut  he  wirtied  to  yield  with 
dignity  ;  above  all,  he  wifhed  fome,  little 
repara,tion  for  the  glaring  affront  he  had  re- 
ceived on  the  1 8th;  and  his  fpeech  to  the 
Council  of  the  Commune  pointed  out  clearly 
enough  the  kind  of  reparation  he  defired. 
The  National  Guard  did  not  miftake  it. 
The  very  next  morning  a  battalion  entered 

into 
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imo  the  following  rcfolution,  and  fent  it  to 
the  fiftyniinc  other  battalions  : 

**  The  National  Affembly  decreed,  that 
**  the  public  force  was  eflentially  obedient, 
*'  and  a  part  of  the  Parifian  army  have 
*'  fhewn  themfelves  eflentially  difobedient* 

**  M.  de  la  Fayette  ceafed  to  command 
**  them  only  becaufe  they'  ceafed  to  obey 
**  the  law.  He  requires  an  entire  fubmif- 
•*  fion  to  the  law,  and  not  a  fruitlefs  attach- 
**  ment  to  his  perfon. 

**  Let  the  battalions  aflemble,  and  let 
/*  every  citizen- foldier  fwear  upon  his  ho- 
**  nour,  and  fign  his  name,  to  obey  the  law  : 
**  let  thofc  who  refufe,  be  excluded  from 
*'  the  National  Guard;  and  let  the  wifhes 
^'  of  this  army,  fo  regenerated,  be  commu- 
**  nicated  to  M.  de  la  Fayette y  and  he  will 
/*  hold  it  his  duty  to  refume  the  command 
*^  of  it. 

^*  Let  thofe  who  fo  fhamefuUy  offended 
,  **  the  Royal  Family  be  punifhed,  and  turned 
•*  out  of  the  National  Guard.'* 

The  following  day  all  the  battalions  re- 
newed their  oath  of  obedience  to  the  law* 
The  Tefult  of  their  deliberations  was  tranf- 
E  2  mitted 
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triifted  W  thd  Municipality,  and  coftimunU 
cated  to  M.  de  la  Fayette ^  who  at  length 
confentcd  to  refume  his  poft  as  Commander- 
ift*Chkf.  Two  days  afterwards,  the  Gre- 
nddier  who  had  dared  to  make  ufe  of  fuch 
violent  language  on  Palm  Sunday  at  the 
door  of  the  King's  Chapel,  was  difcharged; 
and  the  Municipality  refolved,  that  the  Gre- 
nadier Company  *  of  the  battalion  of  VOra- 
toire,  who  on  the  i8th  had  fet  an  example 
of  infubordination,  fliould  be  difbanded.  In 
purfuance  of  this  refolution,  Af.  de  la 
Fayetti  repaired  at  noon  to  the  Court  of 
l^Oratoirey  where,  in  prefence  of  feveral  de- 
tachtnents  of  the  National  Guard,  he  made 
thofe  Grenadiers  deliver  up  their  mufkets, 
fwords,  and  other  accoutrements,  and  dif- 
banded them. 

While  M.  de  la  Fayette  employed  thefe 
petty  methods  of  re-eftablifhing  difcipline  in 
the  Parifian  army,  the  Aflembly  were  com- 
pleting the  diforganization  of  the  French 
army,  by  authorifing  all  Officers  and  foldiers 
to  attend  the  Sittings  of  the  Jacobin  Clubs 
when  not  upon  duty,  and  till  the  hour  of 
going  to  quarters.     It  may  here  be  obferved, 

*  This  was  a  company  of  the  Paid  Guards  f  Slides  J, 
formerly  the  French  Guards* 

1  •  that 
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that  this  decree,  propofed  by  the  Minifter  of 
War,  was  pafTed  upon  the  report  of  Alexander 
de  Beauharnoisj  and  ftrongly  fupported  by 
M.  de  Noailles  and  M.  de  Tracy ^  all  three 
Colonels.  Indeed  this  is  what  the  higheft 
Orders  of  the  State  experienced  in  this  Af- 
fembly,  in  which  the  Clergy,  the  Nobility, 
and  the  Magiftracy,  found  their  moft  bitter 
enemies  s among  the  chiefs  of  their  own 
members,  and  the  King  a  regicide  in  the 
only  Prince  of  the  blood  deputed  to  the 
States-General.  The  truth  of  this  obferva- 
tion  is  but  too  well  fupported  by  the  facts 
I  have  already  related ;  and  thofe  make  it 
iinneceflary  for  me  to  repeat  here  fo  many 
odious  names. 


E  3  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XL. 


The  King^  drawn  by  his  Situation  intofome 
Errors,  follows  at  the  fame  Time,  the 
Plan  of  the  Baron  de  Breteuil,  that  of 
M.  de  Montm^riny  and  that  of  the 
Lameth  Party ^  and  projeEls  a  fourth — 

'  Secret  Mijfion  of  Count  Alphonfo  de 
Durfort — The  Count  d'Artois  fees  the 
Emperor  at  Mantua,  and  decides  upon 

'  a  Plan  with  his  Imperial  Majejly — Count 
Alphonfo  de  Durfort  employed  to  carry  a 
Copy  of  it  to  the  King — The  Pope^s  Brief 
againji  the  Civil  Conjlitution  of  the 
Clergy  —  Report  on  the  Requejl  of  the 
Comtat  of  Avignon  for  its  Union  with 
France--— The  Patriotifm  of  the  Parifians 
grows  cold — They  are  difgujied  with  the 

Affembly 
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AJfembly  —  The  AJfembly  engaged  upon 
the  Organization  of  the  Legiflative  Body 
that  is  tofucceed  them — Remarkable  Let- 
ter of  the  Abbe  Raynal  to  the  Affembly — 
Its  EffeEt  —  Energetic  Step  of  M.  de 
Montmorin — Its  Succefs — The  Office  of 
the  Minijler  of  Marine  offered  to  me-^ 
""  I  decline  it — M.  Thevenard  appointed  to 
it  —  Uneajinefs  occajtoned  by  the  Emi- 
grants' and  the  Prince  de  Conde — Decla- 
ration which  the  Affembly  defire  the  King 
to  make  known  to  that  Prince — The  Car-- 
dinal  de  la  Rochefoucault  denounced — 
He  efcapes  a  Decree  of  Impeachment  by 
a  veryfmall  Majority. 

OaRDINAL  de  Retz  fays  very  truly, 
that  there  ?ire  'fituations  in  which  do  what 
we  will  we  can  only  commit  errors.  The 
Ring  was  not  blind  to  that  which  he  had 
Committed j  in  fufferinghimfelf  to  be  direct- 
ed for  a  time  by  the  Lameth  parly  ;  but  it 
was  the  only  means  he  faw  of  avoiding  the 
maffacre  of  the  priefts,  and  in  fac3:,  I  doubt 
whether  there  was  any  other.  This  error, 
into  which  the  King  was  drawn  by  cireumr 
fiances  and  by  rnotives  which  cannot  be 
E  4  blamed, 
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blamed^  was  iinfortunately  not  the  only  one 
which  at  this  period  he  had  to  repent.  The 
conftant  remonftrances  of  the  Marquis  de 
Bouille  againil  the  journey  to  Montmedi 
fhould  have  prevailed  on  his  Majefty  to  aban- 
don, that  projed: ;  efpedally  when  M.  de 
MontrnQTin  propofed  another,  which,  with- 
out expofing  him  to  any  danger,  led  to  the 
fame  end  by  a  courfe  more  proper  in  every 
refped.  It  fcemed  at  lead. that  the  King, 
after  having  adopted  the  latter  plan,  fhould 
have  waited  till  it  had  failed,  before  he  re- 
turned to  the  former.  It  was,  however, 
quite  the  contrary ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  on  this  occafion  his  Majefty  attended 
much  lefs  to  the  counfels  of  prudence  than 
to  the  cagernefs,  doubtlefs  very  natural,  to  rQ- 
xroverhis  liberty,  and  to  refcue  the  Royai 
Family  from  the  humiliations  and  dangers 
to  which  they  ought  never  to  have  been  ex* 
pofed. 

There  is  no  other  way  of  accounting  for  all 
the  -falfe  fteps  which  neceffarily  attended  the 
dangerous  experiment  of  purfuing  the  fame 
objedt  by  feveral  oppofitQ  plans,  the  princi- 
pal agents  of  which  could  neither  concert 
together    nor    underftand  each  other,    and 

whofe 
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whofe  means  of  cxecjuftoo,  fer  from  recciv* 
ing  reciprocal  fupport,  could  only  be  hurtful. 
How,  iQ  faft,  could  the  plan  of  a  fecret  de- 
parture for  Montmedi  be  reconciled  with 
that  of  not  leaving  Paris  till  the  Powers  had 
declared  war,  and  till  the  King  had  been 
called  upon  by  addrefles  from  the  Depart- 
ments, and  by  the  wifhes  of  the  army  ? 
OT,  with  the  meafures  propofed  by  the  La- 
nuth party?  and  yet,  his  Majefty  not  only 
carried  on  tbefe  three  projects  together,  but 
alfo  formed  a  fourth,  unknown  either  to  the 
Baron  de  Breteuil  ox  M.  de  Montmarin.  I 
liad  myfelf  only  formed  mere  coijijedures 
refpc€ting  this  fa<Sl,  which  was  occafioned 
hy  fome  words. that  had  efcaped  the  King  at 
different  times,  and  L  never  took  the  liberty 
of  aiking  hijm  any  q^ftions  on  this  fub- 
jedl ;  but  fince  I  left  France^  I  have  received 
the  moft  accurate  information  upon  this  inter- 
efting  point,  and  I  declare,  that  the  truth  of 
the  fad:s  which  I  am  going  to  relate,  has 
been  attefted  to  me  either  verbally  or  by 
writing,  by  four  perfons  who  were  the  moft 
likely  to  be  perfedtly  acquainted  with  it :  I 
mean  M.  de  Lafcazas,  the  Spanifli  Ambaf- 
fador,  M.  de  Calonne^  the  Count  de  Vau- 

dreuilf 


58  ANNALS    OF    THE    '        [APRIL1791. 

dreuily  and  the  Count  Alphonfe  de  Dur- 
fort^. 

The  extreme  imeafinefs  which  the  infur- 
region  of  the  i8th  of  April,  and  the  fer- 
mentation which  followed,  gave  the  King 
arid  the  Queen,  made  them  defirous  of  in- 
forming the  Count  d'Artois  of  their  true 
fituation,  and  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in 
France,  more  accurately  and  circumftantially 
than  prudence  would  permit  by  letters.  Their 
Majefties  determined  to  fend  a  confidential 
perfon  to  him,  and  one  whofe  attachment 
and  loyalty  were  known  to  his  Royal  High- 
ncfs.    They  cafl  their  eyes  on  the  Count  AL 

phonfe  de  Durfort^  and  charged  :M.  de  C 

fo  found  him,  refpedting  fome  fecret  mif- 
lion  for  the  fervice  of  the  King,  without 
telling  him  the  nature  of  it,  arid  io  afTure 
him  at  the  fame  time,  that  their  Majefties 
did  not  infifl  upon  his  undertaking  it,  and 
that  they  fhould  not  be  the  leafl-  difpleafed 
if  he  declined  it.  M.  de  C — —  mentioned^  it 
to  him  on  Good  Friday  (42 2d  April).  Gourit 

[     *  The  Count  Alphonfo  de  Durforty  who  was  charged 
with    the   fecret  GOinmilUqn    related  in  the-  following  ^ 
pages,  has. written   the  particulars  of  it,   in  a  memoir 
i?*'hIoh  he'conimunicated'to  me. 

Alphonfo 
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Alphonfe  de  I)urJor€s  anfwer  was,  that 
whatever  was  for  the  fervice  of  the  King  re- 
quired no  time  for  confideratlon,  and  that 
he  would  undertake  the  miition,  whatcvei' 
were  its  objedt.  Af.  de  C — 7—  then  told 
him  the  circumftances,  dcfired  him  to  re- 
fledl:  upon  it,  and  if  he  perfifted  in  undfer- 
taking  it,  he  was  to  attend  at  the  Queen's 
party  on  Eafter  Monday,  and  anfwer  No^ 
Madam,  to  the  queftions  which  her  Ma- 
jefty  would  afk  him  on  the  departure  of  the 
Venetian  AmbafTadrefs,  as  it  was  agreed 
with  her  Majefty  tTiat  tfris  fhould  be  the 
fign  of  his  undertaking  it.     Count  Alfihonje 

afterwards  confulted  with  M.  de  C on 

the  mode  of  rendering  his  commiflion  as 
ufeful  and  fatisfadlory  as  it  could  be  to  their 
Majefties  and  his  Royal  Highncfs  the  Count 
d^Artois.  The  method  which  appeared  beft 
to  him  for  this  purpofe,  was  to  propofe  to 
their  Majefties  the  various  queftions  which  he 
prefumed  the  Count  d'Artois  would  ngt  fail 
to  put  to  him,  to  receive  thcftr- an  Avers  to 
thefe  queftions,  and  to  deliver  them  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs, 

M.  de  € mentioned  this  plan  to  the 

King  and  Queen,  who  approved  it.  Count 
Alphojife,    in   confequence,    went    to    the 

Queen's 
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Quecn*s  party,  on  Eafter  Monday,  and  thc« 
made  the  anfwer  agreed  upon  relative  to  the 
departure  of  the  Venetian  Ambafladrefs. — 
On  the  next  day  he  had  an  interview  with 
their  Majefties,  who  permitted  him  to  pre- 
fent  his  queftions  to  them,  and  to  write  their 
anfwer,  in  order  to  imprefs  them  upon  his 
memory.  The  following  is  an  exa<5t  copy 
of  thofe  queftions  and  anfwers :  the  anfwers 
are  fuppofed  to  be  addrejGTed  to  the  Count 
d*Artois. 

ift  Quejiion.  Do  your  Majefties  confide  in 
the  intentions  and  in  ,the  zeal  of  the  Count 
d^ArtoisP  Is  there-  any  ground  for  the 
apxiety  he  has  been  made  to  fuflfer,  as  tq 
your  fentiments  in  refped:  to  him,  and  as  to 
your  intentions  to  put  yourfelves  into  the 
hands  of  the  Factious  in  the  Aflembly,  ra- 
ther than  owe  your  ikfcty,  and  the  re-efta* 
bliftiment  of  your  authority,  to  the  efforts 
and  fuccefs  of  the  Princes,  in  conjundion 
with  the  NobiHty  of  the  Kingdom  ? 

Anftoer.  {dilated  by  the  Queen).  You 
are  deceived.  Your  fituation  is  that  which 
occupies  their  Majefties  moft.  Hpw  jaan  it 
be  believed^  that  with  the  exalted  fpirit  you 
know  they  pofleft,    they  prefer  remaining 

under 
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under  the  yoke  of  infamous  villains,  to  be- 
ing fuccoured  by  their  near  relations  and 
faithful  fervants  ? 

2d  Quejlion.  What,  do  your  Majefties 
think  of  M .  de  la  Fayette  ? 

Anfwer.  We  confider  him  as  a  fanatic, 
weak,  fa(5lious  man,  in  whom  we  can  never 
have  the  leaft  confidence. 

^d  Quejlion.  What  do  you  think  of  M.  de  . 
Montmorin  ? 

Anfwer.  His  will  is  good,  but  he  hais  no 
power. 

/^th  Quejlion.  Has  the  Archbifliop  of  Sens 
any  influence  on  the  determinations  of  your 
Majefties  ? 

Anfwer.    None.     He  is  generally  abhor- 
red and  defpifed  by  all  parties.      We  con- 
cur in  this  public  opinion.     He  has  bcfides^ 
deceived  us. 

^th  Quejlion.  Why  did  the  Ring  go  to 
the  AflemHy,  after  being  prevented  from 
going  to  St.  Cloud? 

Anfwer.  He  was  forced  by  his  Minifters, 
on  whom  he  could  not  rely. 

6th  Quefion.  In  what  ftate  is  the  mind  of, 
the   People?  Have    your  Majefties    in    the 
Aflembly  any  perfons  on  whom   you  can 
rely  ? 

Anfwer. 


^2  ANNALS    OF    1*HE         i;A*iLi*i:79t. 

Anfwer.  The  mind  of  the  People  is  deteft- 
able;  they  are  for  no  King.  We  have  no 
perfon  in  the  Affembly.  The  only  Deputy 
who  made  overtures  to  us  is  dead, 

^th  Qiiejlion.  How  is  the  letter  addreffed 
to  all  the  AmbafTadprs  to  be  juftified  ? 

Anfwer.  The  date  proves  the  neceflity  of 
it.  The  King  did  not  fign  it,  and  he  made 
no  alteration  in  it,  that  it  might  appear  as. 
monftrous  as  it  really  was  :  it  was  drawJi 
up  by  members  of  the  AfTembly,  who 
thought  this  ftep  indifpenfably  neceffary, 
and  who  expefted  great  fuccefs  from  it. 

8^A  Queftion.  Have  your  Majefties  a  de- 
fire  or  intention  of  leaving  Paris  ? 

Avfxjoer.  The  greateft  defire ;  but  the 
means  of  eflFed:ing  it  appear  to  us  almoft 
impoflible.  In  cafe  the  opportunity  fliould 
offer,  we  wifh  to  knqw  beforehand  in  what 
place  we  Ihould  be  moil  fecure,^  by  Valen- 
ciennes or  Mctz.  We  are  very  anxious  on 
this  head. 

The  King  and  Queen  authorifed  Count 
Alphonfe  to  inform  M.  de  Calonne  of  his 
miffion,  to  aflure  him  that  their  Majefties 
were  pleafed  to  fee  the  confidence  which  the 
Count  d'Artois  had  in  him,  and  that  they 

were 
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were  convinced,  that  he  would  give  him 
fuch  counfel  only  as  would  be  for  their  fer- 
vice.  They  charged  him  alfo  to  advife  him 
to  break  off  all  corrcfpondence  with  the 
Vifcountefs  deL.  whofe  opinions  were  more 
than  fufpcdled,  and  who,  living  publicly 
with  the  late  Bifhop  of  Autun,^  might 
acquaint  him  with  every  thing  fhe  knew, 
and  thus  injure  the  bulinefs ;  and  to  tell  him 
that  one  of  the  letters  which  he  had  writ- 
ten to  her,  and  in  which  he  had  expreffed 
his  hopes  for  the  fpeedy  re-eftablifhment  of 
Cardinal  de  Montmorency j  had  been  (hewn 
to  the  Queen  by  Madame  de  Laynes. 

On  the  28th  of  April  Count  Alphonfe  fet 
out  for  Switzerland.  He  faw  M.  d'Auti- 
champ  at  Berne,  who  acquainted  him  that 
the  Count  d'Artois  was  at  Vicenza. 

At  this  period  the  Emperor,  who  was  tra- 
velling in  Italy  with  his  filler,  the  Queen 
of  Naples,  went  to  Florence.  M.  de  Ca- 
lonne  arriving  there,  his  Imperial  Majefty 
con  fen  ted  to  fee  him,  and  had  feveral  private 
conferences  with  him,  in  a  fmall  retired 
houfe,  feparated  from  the  Palace,  to  which, 
from  a  fingular  humour,  the  Emperor  al- 
ways went  alone,  without  any  fuite  or  fer- 

vants, 
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Vants,  and  opened  the  door  himfelf  to  the 
perfons  whom  he  appointed  to  meet  him 
there. 

M.  de  CalonnCj  after  having  difclofed  the 
views  and  wifhes  of  the  Count  d'Artois  to 
the  Emperor,  engaged  him  to  grant  tht 
Prince  an^  interview,  and  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  faid  he  would,  without  delay,  appoint 
the  day  and  place.  M.  de  Calonne  returned 
to  inform  the  Count  d'Artois  of  this  :  and 
it  was  at  this  jundiure  that  Count  Alphonfe 
arrived  at  Vicenza,  where  he  found  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  and  acquainted  him  with 
the  objed:  of  his  miflion.  The  Prince, 
greatly  affedled,  and  fhedding  tears  at  the 
misfortunes  of  the  King  and  Queen,  and  at 
the  confidence  that  their  Majefties  repofed 
in  him,  became  the  more  impatient  to  fee 
the  Emperor,  and  to  imprefs  him  with  his 
own  emotions.  He  flattered  himfelf  to  be 
able  to  excite  his  feelings  fo  ftrongly  as  to 
determine  him  to  adopt  meafures  the  mofl: 
likely  to  deliver  their  Majefties  fpeedil^ 
froni  the  dreadful  fituation  to  which  they 
Were  reduced,  and  to  prevent  the  calamities- 
which  threatened  France. 

The  Empe«>r  having  informed  the  Count 

d'Artois 
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d*Artoisj  that  the  interview  which  he  had 
promifed  him  fhould  take  place  at  Mantua 
on  the  20th  of  May,  the  Prince  repaired  thi- 
ther on  that  day,  accompanied  by  M.  de 
Calonne,  M.  Defeat's  and  Count  Alphonfe, 
de  Durfort^  and  on  his  arrival  fent  to  in- 
quire at  what  hour  the  Emperor  would  re* 
ceive  him.  His  Imperial  Majefty  anfwercd^ 
that  it  fhould, be  at  what  hou^  he  pleafed, 
and  invited  him  to  dinner.  The  Count  ^'i4r-^ 
tois  went  in  the  uniform  of  the  Swifs  Regi- 
ment, and  was  received  by  the  Emperor  as 
favourably  as  he  could  defire.  The  joy  and- 
furprife  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  were  extreme, 
when  he  learned  that  a  powerful  coalition 
was  forming  for  the  relief  of  the  King  and 
Qyeen  j  that  the  Emperor  was  already  af- 
fured  of  the  concurrence  of  the  Circles, 
Switzerland,  Spain,  Sardinia,  and  other 
Powers  j  and  that  it  only  remained  to  de- 
termine, by  a  well  concerted  plan,  the  moft 
advantageous  manner  of  employing  thefe 
ibrces,  and  the  meafures  to  be  taken  in  the 
interior  to  fecond  this  movement  and  infure 
its  fuccefs,  without  their  Majefties  being  re- 
duced to  the  neceffity  of  executing  the  pro- 
jed:  of  retreating  to  Metz,  of  which  M.  de 
Mercy  had  informed  the  Emperor. 

Vol.  IV.  F  After 
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After  dinner  the  Count  d^Ariois  went  to 
M.  de  Caldnn€y  and  charged  him  immedi-i 
ately  to  draw  up  a  note  upon  the  different 
objedts  on  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  had 
treated  in  this  converfation.  This  note,  and 
the  plan  that  refuhed  from  it,  being  finiiQied 
the  fame  day  at  eight  in  the  evening,  the 
Count  d'Artois  immediately  returned,  ac- 
companied by  M.  de  Calomie^  to  commu* 
nicate  it  to  the  Emperor* 

The  difcuflion  of  this  -pla^n  took  up  more 
•than  two  hours ;  and  the  Emperor  with  his 
-own  hand  corred:ed  feveral  articles,^  and 
'particularly  that  ifl  which  the  march  of  the 
•troops  was  fettled  for  the  month  of  July  or 
Auguft  :  he  fixed  it  for  the  month  of  July 
ut  far  theft.  When  ajl  the  articles  were 
agreed  and  refolved  upon,^his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefly  fentjfor  Count  Alphonfe,  and  with  his 
own  lips  afTured  him  of  his  firm  refolution  to 
execute  the  plan  of  which  he  was  to  be  the 
bearer.  **  You  will  give  my  compliments 
*>  to  my  brother  and  fifter,*'  added  the  Em- 
peror, -**  and  tell  them  that  we  are  g-oing-to 
**  fet  about  their  affairs,  and  that  it  will  hot 
**  be  by  words,  but  by  deeds/* 
-.  As  Count  Alphonfe  was  to  fet  off  the  fol- 
lowing day  for  Paris,  the  refx:  of  the  night 
-'•      1  -'  '  '  was 
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was  employed  in  making  three  copies  of  the 
plan  which  he  was  to  take  with  him ;  that 
deiigned  for  the  King  was  written  with 
milk,  and  given  to  Count  Alphonfe,  who, 
by  miftake,  and  without  M.  de  Calonne^s 
perceiving  it,  alfo  took  with  him  the  minute 
corre<Sled  by  the  Emperor's  hand.  He  was 
cxprcfsly  enjoined  to  learn  all  the  articles  by 
heart  before  he  fet  off,  left  unforefcen  cir- 
cumftances  fhould  oblige  him  to  deibroy  the 
copy  he  carried.  The  day  after  his  depar- 
ture he  was  overtaken  at  Bafle,  by  an  Aid- 
de-Camp  of  the  Count  d^Artois^  who  deli- 
vered a  letter  to  him  from  M.  de  Calonne^ 
in  which  that  Minifter  -  informed  him,  that 
letters  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  juft  re- 
ceived from  Madame  Elizabeth  contained 
intelligence  that  his  journey  and  the  objeA 
of  it  were  known  in  France;  that  he 
would  certainly  be  ftopped  and  fearched  at 
the  frontiers,  and  that  he  ought  not  to  hefi- 
tatetobum  the  copy  he  had,  having  firft 
reftored  the  writing  by  coal-duft,  or  by 
holding  it  to  the  fire,  in  order  to  imprefs  it 
more  deeply  on  his  memory,  and  to  be  able 
to  give  the  King  the  moft  exad:  account 
of  it. 

F  2   -  Count 
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Count  Alphonfe  did  not  doubt  but  thai 
the  ^larm  which  Madame  Elitabeth  had 
given  to  the  Count  d'Artois  had  been  fug- 
gefted  to  that  Princefs  by  one  of  thofe  per- 
fons,  who,  either  out  of  curiofity  or  to  make 
a  parade  of  their  zeal,  are  eager  to  fpread 
chimerical  fears,  or  relate  ftories  invented  on 
purpofe  to  endeavour  to  difcover  fomething 
of  a  fecret  concealed  from  them.  He  there- 
fore only  burned,  in  prefence  of  the  Aid-de- 
Camp  who  had  been  fent  to  him,  the  copy 
written  with  milk  which  he  was  to,  have 
delivered  to  the  King,  but  not  the  minute 
which  was  alfo  in  his  port-folio. 

Count  Alphonjeh  million  had  not  pre- 
vented the  King  from  purfuing  the  plan, 
and  making  preparations .  for  his  departure 
for  Montmedy.  The  travelling  coach  which 
the  Count  de  Ferfon  had  been  commiflioned 
to  order  for  their  Majellies  was  ready,  and 
M.  de  Goguelas,  who  had  been  fent  by 
M.  de  Bouille  in  the  latter  end  of  April  to 
inform  the  King  of  the  different  difpofitions 
planned  by  the  General,  was  waiting  for  his 
Majefty*s  final  orders,  M.  de  Montmorin, 
who  was  equally  ignorant  of  Count  AU 
phonfe^s  miffion,  and  the  plan  of  going  to 

Montmedy, 
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Montmedy,  was  carrying  on  the  moft  adlivc 
correfpondence  to  accelerate  the  execution  of 
his  plan,  and  was  informed  by  M.  de  Mercy 
of  the  progrefs  and  fuccefs  of  the  negotia- 
tion relative  to  a  coalition  of  the  Powers, 
The  King,  to  whom  he  gave  an  account  of 
it,  calculating  that  the  Auftrian  army  might 
arrive  in  the  environs   of  Arlon  about  the 
middle  of  the  month  of  June,  fent  off  M.  de 
Goguelas  in   the  beginning   of    May,  and 
charged   him   with  a  letter,   in   which  his 
Majefty  mentioned  this  to  M.  de  Bouille\ 
and  informed  him  that  he  intended  to  fet  out 
on  the   15th  of  June;  therefore  that  all  the 
preparations  fliould  be  made  for  that  period  : 
but  that  the  King  would  apprife  him  more 
pofitively  of  the  day  and  hour  for  his  de^ 
parture, 

The  King  in  another  letter,  dated  the  27th 
of  May,  informed  M.  de  Bouille\  that  the 
departure  of  the  Royal  Family  was  finally 
fixed  for  the  19th  of  June,  between  mid- 
night and  one  o^clock  in  the  morning*.  The 
following  day  Count  Alphonfe^  of  whom 
the  King  had  had  no  tidings  fince  his  de- 
parture, arrived  at  Paris  on  the  feventh  day 

f  See  Mj,  d$  Boulllf^s  Memoirs,  chap.  xii. 

F  3  after 
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after  his  leaving   Mantua,  without  having 
been  fcarched,  flopped,  or  queftioned,  either 
on   the   frontiers  or  in  the  towns  through 
which  he  had  pafled.     On  his  arrival,  he 
faw  M.  de  C***,  and  communicated  the 
plan  fettled  at  Mantua,  and  of  which  he  had 
made  a  frefh  copy.     Their  Majefties,   on 
being  informed  of  his  arrival,  charged  Af  •  de 
C***  to  bring  him  the   following  day  at 
eleven  in  the  morning  to  the  King^s  room, 
through  the  door  that  opened  into  the  apart* 
ment  of  his  Majefty*s  head  valet-de-chambre. 
He  attended   at  the  appointed  hour.     The 
King    and  Queen  were  already  there,    and 
gave  him  fuch  a  reception  as  the  fervice  he 
had  rendered  them  defer ved.     He  delivered 
to  their  Majefties 'the  plan  with  which  he 
was  charged,  and  of  which  the  following  is 
a  faithful  extrad: : 


^*  The  Emperor  fhall  erder  35,000  men 
to  march  towards  the  frontiers  of  Flandas 
and  Hainault,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
troops  of  the  Circles,  to  the  number  of 
15,000  men,  fhall  proceed  to  Alface, 
The  fame  number, of  Swifs  fliall  appear 
on  the  frontiers  of  the  Lyonnois  and* 
Franche  Comte;    the  King  of  Sardinia 

*•  upon 
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**  upon  that  of  Dauphine  with  15,000  men, 
**  Spain  has  already  affembled  12,000  men 
**  in  Catalonia,  and  will  raife  them  to 
'"*  20*000  troops,  to  threaten  the  foutbem 
*•  Provinces.  Thefe  different  armies  will 
*•  form  a  mafs  of  about  100,000  men, 
**  which  fhall  march  in  five  columns  to  the 
*^  feveral  frontiers  bordering  on  the  differ- 
**  ent  States.  To  thefe  armies  (liall  be  joined 
*^  the  regiments  remaining  loyal,  the  armed 
*.*  volunteers  who  may  be  relied  on,  and  all 
**  the  malcontents  of  the  provinces. 

**  The  Emperor  is  aflTured  of  the  good 
**  difpofition  of  the  King  of  Pruffia;  and 
**  his. Imperial  Majefty  has  himfclf  under- 
*'  taken  the  direct  correfpondence  with  the 
'*  Court  of  JBerlin.  The  King  of  England 
**  as  Eledlor  of  Hanover  alfo  defires  to  enter 
**  into  the  coalition,  which  muft  be  kept  a 
**  profound  fecret  till  the  inftant  of  the  ex- 
**  plofion;  for  which  reafon  care  muft  be 
**  taken  to  prevent  any  partial  infurre^^Hon 
**  in  thfc  Interior. 

*^  All  being  thus  arranged  for  the  end  of 
**  July,  the  declaration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
*'  bon  (hall  appear:  it  (hall  be  figned  by 
V  the  King  of  Spain,  the  King  of  Maples; 
**  the  Infant  of  Parma,  and  the  Princes  of 
F  4  '*  the 


72  ANNALS   OF   THE  [May  vjgx. 

**  the  Blood  that  are  at  liberty.  The  Mani- 
•*  «fefto  of  the  Powers  engaged  in  the  coa- 
**  lition  fhall  appear  immediately  after. 

**  Although  the  Emperor  is  the  foul  and 
**  leader  of  the  enterprife,  it  would  moft 
**  probably  place  the  Queen  in  a  perilous 
•*  fituation  if  he  fhould  appear  as  the  prime 
**  mover;  for  this  plan  would  be  certainly 
**  attributed  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and 
**  the  Aflembly  will  ufe  their  utmoft  en- 
**  deavours  to  render  it  odious  to  the  People. 

**  The  Emperor  is  going  to  write  to  the 
**  King  of  Spain  to  haften  his  preparations, 
'*  and  exhort  him  to  fign  without  delay  the 
**  declarationof  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  The 
**  King  and  Queen  of  Naples,  who  are  ac- 
**  quainted  with  it,  only  wait  the  fignature 
*^  of  Spain  to  affix  theirs. 

•*  The  intentions  of  the  King  of  Sardinia 
**  are  excellent:  he  only  waits  the  Empe- 
**  ror's  iignal.  The  Diet  of  Ratifbon,  who 
**  have  received  the  decree  for  acommiffion, 
**  are  about  to  take  their  laft  refolutions. 

"  The  neutrality  of  England  may  be  re- 
**  lied  upon. 

*'  Every  thing  being  thus  concerted  with  the 
**  Powers,  this  plan  ought  to  be  confidered 
*'  as  fettled;  and  care  ftiould  be  taken  that 

'*  it 
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V 

•*  it  is  not  thwarted  by  jarring  ideas.    Their 

'*  Majefties  fhould  carefully  avoid  dividing 

'*  their  confidence,  and   letting  many  into 

'•  the  fecret;    having   already   experienced 

**  tlmt  it  only   hurts,  retards,  and  embar- 

*'  raffes. 

"  The  Parliaments  are  neceflary  for  the 

**  re-eftabliftiment:  of  forms;  confequently 

*•  a  continual  correfpondence  muft  be  kept 

^*  up  with  fcveral  Members  of  the  Supreme 

**  Courts,    to   be   able   to  reaffemble  them 

**  eafily  when  the  time  comes. 

^^  Though   hitherto  it  had  been  wifhed 

**  that    their    Majefties    might    themfelves 

**  procure  their  liberty,  the  prefent  fituation 

*•  of  affairs  makes   it   neceflary  to  entreat 

**  them  eameftly  to  drop  the  idea.     Their 

•*  pofition   is   very   different   from   that  in 

•*  which  they  fl:ood  previous  to  the  18th  of 

**  April,  before  the   King  had  been   com- 

^  pelled  to  go   to   the  Aflembly,    and   to 

*  •  caufe  the  letter  to  be  written  to  the  Am- 
"  bafladors.  The  only  objed:  that  ought  to 
•*  take  up  their  Majefties^  attention,  is  to 
•*  employ^  every  poflible  means  to  increafc 
••  their  popularity,  to  take  advantage  of  it 
•'  when  the  time  fliould  come,  and  fo  that 

*  *  the  people,  alarmed  at  the  approach  of  the 

**  foreign 
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**  foreign  armies,  Ihould  find  their  fafety 
\'  only  in  the  King's  mediation,  and  their 
**  fubmiffion  to  his  Majefty's  authority. 
v  This  is  the  Emperor's  opinion •  He  de- 
*^  pends  folely  on  this  plan  of  condiid:  fot 
**  the  fuccefs  of  the  meafures  which  he  has 
**  adopted,  and  particularly  requefts  that 
**  every  other  may  be  given  up.  What 
•*  might  happen  to  their  Majefties,  if  in 
•*  their  flight  they  Qiould  not  be  able  to  ef- 
*.'  cape  a  barbarous  vigilance,  makes  him 
*'  fliudder  with  horror.  His  Imperial  Ma- 
•*  jefty  thinks  that  their  Majefties*  fureft 
•*  courfe  is  the  movement  of  the  armies  of 
•*  the  allied  Powers,  preceded  by  threaten- 
"  ing  manifeftos.** 

The  plan  being  read,  their  Majefties,  with- 
out entering  upon  a  minute  difcufTion  of  the 
different  articles  of  it,  only  obferved,  that 
with  refped:  to  the  Parliaments,  after  the 
declarations  contained  in  their  laft  refolu- 
tions,  they  could  not  and  ought  not  to  be 
more  than  Judges. 

**  Would  it  not  be  very  fatisfadory," 
idded  the  King,  **  if  the  declaration  of  the 
•*  25d  of  June  were  reforted:  to?'*  Count 
Alfhonfe  anfwered,.  that  the  opinion  of  the 

Emperor 
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Emperor  and  his  very  words  were  :  ^'  That 
•*  the  King  ought -to  rcfume  all  his  autho- 
**  rity,  and  regulate  it  himfelf  *as  he  fhould 
'*  judge  proper;  with  a  reafonablc  confidc- 
•*  ration  of  the  dcfires  ftated  in  the  majority 
^*  of  the  inftrud:ions  given  to  the  Deputies, 
**  That  the  King  of  France  had  done  more 
'*  than  any  other  monarch  in  favour  of  his 
**  People;  who,  in  return  for  his  kindnefs, 
•*  had  loaded  him  with  outrages," — "  That 
**  is  true/*  faid  the  King;  **  nothing  of  the 
**  kind  would  have  happened  if  the  States- 
♦*  General  had  been  convoked  in  1787,  in- 
**  Head  of  1789:  but  that  idea  did  not 
•'^  occur  to  me;  and  none  of  the  Minifters 
''  thought  of  it/' 

The  King  did  not  deliver  his  fentiments 
concerning  the  laft  article  of  the  plan ;  but 
the  Queen  appeared  very  much  diffatisfied 
with  it,  and  faid  with  warmth  :  *'  We  ought 
"  to  attempt  every  thing  in  order  to  leave 
*•  Paris;  but  to  go  only  to  the  frontiers: 
*•  for  a  King  ought  never  to  leave  his  King- 
'*  dom.*  Confefs,"  added  fhe,  addrefling 
herfelf  to  Count  Alphonfe,  **  that  my  bro- 
*•  ther  was  hurt  that  we  employed  the  Baron 
**  de  Breteuil.  We  did  it  becaufe  he  was 
"  the  only  perfon  acquainted  with  the  Court 

''  of 
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••  of  Vienna;  where  he  reiided;  andbecaufc 
'*  he  was  known  to  the  Prince  de  Kaunitz, 
«'  who  has  fo  long  held  the  reins  there/* 
Several  other  queftions  relative  to  the  Count* 
d'Artois  terminated  this  converfation. 

The  coalition  of  the  Powers  was  the  prin- 
cipal means  propofed  by  Af ,  d^  Montmorin^ 
and  it  was  formed  in  execution  of  his  plan, 
which  the  King  and  the  Emperor  had  ap- 
proved; but  the  infurredlion  of  the  18th  of 
April, ^  and  the  events  that  followed  in  con- 
fequence,  had  made  his  Imperial  Majefty 
think,  that  as  the  fituation  of  the  King  was 
changed,  it  was  neceflaiy  to  have  recourfc 
to  new  meafures ;  and  that  of  uniting  the 
regiments  remaining  faithful,  the  emigrants^ 
the  nobility,  and  all  the  malcontents  of  the 
Kingdom,  with  the  foreign  armies,  appeared 
to  him  proper  to  imprefs  the  greater  terror, 
by  adding  to  the  fear  of  a  foreign  war  that  of  a 
civil  one  :  but  that  was  precifely  what  the  King 
rtioft  dreaded  himfelf ;  and  this  alone  was 
fufficient  to  prevent  him  from  participating  in 
any  manner  in  the  execution  of  the  plan.  On 
the  other  hand,  their  Majefties*  impatience 
to  quit  Paris  was  fo  great,  that  the  advice  to 
drop  the  idea  of  it  could  not  be  agreeable  to 
them.     The  King  therefore  did  not  recall 

the 
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the  orders  which  he  had  given  to  the  Mar* 
quis  de  Bouille,  in  the  letter  of  the  27th  of 
May,  and,  on  different  excufes,  refufed  thofe 
which  M.  de  Montmorin  was  continually 
applying  for  to  difpatch  to  the  Baron  de 
Gilliers. 

Nothing  tranfpired  concerning  any  of 
thefe  plans  during  the  month  of  May.  The 
Pope*s  brief  againft  the  civil  conftitutibn  of 
the  Clergy,  and  by  which  his  Holinefs  fuf-* 
pcnded  the  Bifhop  of  Autun  frona  all  his 
fundlions,  and  declared  him  excommuni- 
cated after  forty  days,  if  he  did  not  recant 
his  errors,  was  for  feveral  days  the  topic  of 
the  converfations  and  pamphlets  of  the 
Capital* 

The  requeft  relative  to  the  union  of  the 
Comtat  of  Avignon  to  France,  which 
had  already  been  twice  difcuflcd  and  re- 
je<5led  by  an  adjournment  of  the  queftion, 
occupied  the  Affembly  during  the  firft 
Sittings  in  May,  and  was  again  formally 
rejedted  by  a  decree ;  in  paffing  which  th& 
votes  were  called,  and  there  appeared  487 
againft  316,  notwithftanding  the  injury 
done  by  the  Pope's  brief  to  his  moft  legal 
interefts,  and  the  hopes  of  the  Factious 
grounded  on  that  circumftance.     The  elo- 

queoca 
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quence  and  Tolid  argument  with  wfcich  the 

Abbe  Mai^ry,  M.  de  CazaleSj  M.  de  Cler* 
mom  TQunerre  and  M.  Malouet  defended 
the  rights  of  the  Holy  See,  caufed  the  decree 
propofed'by  the  Committee  to  be  rejed:ed.  • 

The  fame  decree  was  a  fecond  time  pre*- 
ientcd  a  fortnight  afterwards,  as  the  only 
means,  faid  the  Reporter  [MJ  de  Menou)^ 
of  extinguiJJung  the  torches  of  fanaticifm^ 
-and  the  flame  of  civil  roar,  which  defolated. 
the  Comtat,  and  became  daily  more  Moody. 
The  queftion  fo  often  debated  on  this  fob- 
je61:  was  renewed  with  more  violence  than 
ever;  Heverthelefs  the  iffue  was  the  fame. 
The  decree  was  rejeded  upon  a  call  of  the 
votes;  there  appearing  374  againft  368*.    - 

The  Affembly  alfo  confumed  feveral  Sit- 
tings in  the  month  of  May,  in  difcuffions  con- 
cerning the  ftate  of  perfons  free,  not  free,  and 
manumitted  in  the  Colonies,  and  concluded 
jWith  decreeing  almoft  unanimoufly,  that  no 
-Jaw  could  be  paffed  on  the  fubjeft^but  upon 
iprecife  and  voluntary  proceedings  originating 
in  the.Colonial  Affembiies. — (^May  13.) 

i.  *  Avi^m  an.4  the  Comiat  FainaiJJw  were  nm  declared 
jnt^ral  parts  of  the  French  Empire  until  the  decree  of 
the  14th  of  September  following, 

','.  ■     "  -  The 
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The  public  partook  but  little  in  the 
Warmth  with  which  the  diflferent  parties  con- 
du<5led  their  debates.  Patriot ifm  was  vifibly 
cooling,  and  the  Aflembly  preferred  a  fmall 
remainder  of  popularity  only  by  frequently 
fpeaking  of  the  time  of  their  diflblution,  and 
announcing  it  as  very  near  at  hand.  To 
leave  no  doubt  on  this  head,  they  took  into 
confideration  the  organisation  of  the  Legif- 
iative  Body  that  was  to  fucceed  them ;  and 
they  decreed,  that  the  Primary  Aflemblies 
(hould  be  convoked  between  the  12th  and 
25th  of  June  following,  for  the  nomination 
of  new  Deputies :  but  the  decree  by  which 
they  acquired  the  greateft  applaufe  at  this 
period,  was  that  which  enaded,  that  no 
Member  in  the  prefent  Aflembly  could  be 
returned  for  the  next  Legiflature.  The  peo- 
ple were  fo  heartily  tired  with  always  feeing 
the  fame  men  in  the  fame  place,  that  their 
difguft  was  extended  as  well  to  fhofe  who 
iiad  the  moft  enjoyed  their  favour,  as  to  their 
antagoniils.  It  was  faid  io  he  high  time 
that  the  National  Repr^fentation  fimnli 
change  countenance  ;  and  this  pun  exprefled 
the  general  wifh.  Neverthelefs  they  were  ftill 
patient,  becaufe  the  Committees  had  taken 
care  to  announce,  that  after  the  crinciinal 
:      .  code^ 
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code,  which  had  been  already  difcuffed  in 
feveral  Sittings,  was  concluded,  the  Affem- 
bly  would  have  no  more  to  engage  them 
than  the  municipal  coAc^  the  code  of  the 
police,  the  national  conventions,  and  the 
definitive  organization  of  the  Executive 
Power;  and  that  the  laws  on  thefe  fubje<Sls 
would  be  all  finally  paffed  before  the  end  of 
July. 

The  Ahbc  Raynal*  could  not  have  chofen 
a  more  favourable  jun<5ture  for  fending  to 
the  Affembly  his  famous  letter^  which  was 
dictated  by,  the  grief  and  alarm  he  felt  on 
feeing  the  frightful  confequences  of  thofe 
prihciples,  of  which  he  had  himfelf  been 
the  moft  ardent  fupporter.  This  compofition, 
the  wifeft  and  moft  valuable  that  ever  came 
from  the  pen  of  the  Abbe  Raynal^  was  rea4 
to  the  Affembly,  and  is  ,as  follows  : 

**  Gentlemen, 
•*  On  my  arrival  in  this  Capital  after  a 
**  long  abfence,    my   heart  and   my  eyes 
**  turned  towards  you.     You  would  have 

•  A  philofophical  writer,  well  known  by  his  Hiftory 
of  the  Commerce  of  the  Indies,  by  his  high  notions  con- 
cerning liberty,  equality,  &c.  &c.  &c*  and  by  his  decla- 
mations againft  -the  modes  of  government. 

**  feen 
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*^  £cen  mc  at  the  feet  of  this  auguft  Aflem- 
*^  bljr,  if  my  age  and  infirmities  would  per- 
**  mit  me  to  fpeak  to  you  without  too  great 
••  emotion,  on  the  great  things  you  hava 
**  done,  and  of  thofe  ftill  neceflary'  to  be 
**  done,  to  eftablifh  on  this  agitated  land 
*^  that  peace,  liberty,  and  happinefs  which 
*•  it  is  your  intention  to  procure  for  us^ 
**  Do  not  think  that  any  who  are  acquainted 
**  with  the  indefatigable  zeal,  talents,  know- 
**  ledge,  and  courage  you  have  displayed  in 
**  your  immenfe  labours,   are  deficient  in 
♦*  gratitude;    others  have  told   you  of  it, 
•^  others  have  dwelt  upon  the  title  you  have 
**  to  the  efteenci  of  the  Nation.     If  or  me, 
**  whether  you   confider  me    as    a   citizen 
"  ufing  the  right  of  petitioning,  or  leaving 
•*  free  fcope  to  my  gratitude,  you  permit  an 
'*  old  friend  of  libexty  to  return  what  he 
'**  owes  you  for  the  prote<Slion  with  which 
^^  you  have  horu)ured  him ;  I  befeech  you 
**  not  to  reje(ft  ufeful  truths.     I  have  long 
**  darod  to  fpeak  to  Kings  of  their  dutyj 
•*  fufferme  now  to  fpeak  to  the  People  of 
^  their  errors,  and  to  their  Reprefentatives 
**  of  the  dangers  which  threaten  us.    I  am, 
^*  1  own  to  you,  deeply  afflidled   af  the 
**  crimes  which  plunge  this  Empire  Jntto 
Vol.  IV.  G  *•  mourning. 
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•*  mourning.  Is  it  true  that  I  am  to  look  back 
**  with  horror  at  myfelf  for  being  one  of 
•*  thofe  who,  by  feeling  a  noble  indignation 
**  againft  arbitrary  power,  may  perhaps  have 
"  furnifhed  arms  to  licentioufnefs  ?  Do  then 
**  Religion,  the  Laws,  the  Royal  Authority, 
**  and  Public  Order,  demand  back  from  Phi- 
**  lofophy  and  Reafon  the  ties  which  united 
**  them  to  this  grand  fociety  of  the  French 
**  Nation,  as  if  by  expofing  abufes,  and 
**  teaching  the  rights  of  the  People  and  the 
**  duties  of  Princes,  our  criminal  efforts  had 
**  broken  thofe  ties?  But  no — ^never  have 
**  the  bold  conceptions  of  philofophy  been 
'*  reprefent^d  by  us  as  the  ftrid:  rule  for 
**  ads  of  kgiflation. 

**  You  cannot  juftly  attribute  to  us  what 
**  could  only  be  the  refult  of  a  falfe  inter- 
**  pretation  of  our  principles.  Alas!  now 
*'  that  I  ftand  upon  the  brink  of  the  grave  ; 
*'  now  that  I  am  about  to  quit  this  immenfc 
**  family  whofe  happi^efs  I  have  ardently 
*'-defired,  what  do  I  fee  around  me?  Reli- 
'*  gious  troubles,  civil  diffenfions,  confter- 
•*  nation  on  the  one  hand,  tyranny  and  auda- 
**  city  on  the  other;  a  Government  the 
**-flave  of  popular  tyranny;  the  fanftuary 
'•  of  the  laws  furrounded  by  unruly  men:, 

^*  who 
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*^  who  alternately  either  dictate  or  defpife 
**  them ;  foldiers  without  difcipline ;  leaders 
*'  without  authority;  Minifters  without 
*'  means;  a  King,  the  firft  friend  of  his 
*'  People,  plunged  into  bitternefs,  infulted, 
**  menaced,  Gripped  of  all  authority,  and 
^'  the  public  power  no  longer  exifting,  but 
**  in  Clubs,  in  which  ignorant  and  rude 
*'  men  dare  to  decide  all  political  quef- 
**  tions."  [^Here  murmurs  broke  forth  from 
the  Cote-Gauche.] 

''  Such,  believe  me,  is  the  real  fituation  of 
**  France.  Nb  other  than  myfelf  would  per- 
**  haps  dare  to  tell  it  to  you ;  but  /  dare,  be- 
**  caufe  I  ought ;  becaufe  I  am  upon  the  verge 
**  of  eighty;'*  [^A  voice  from  the  Cote-Gauche 
faidj  So  it  appears.] — **  Becaufe  I  cannot 
**  be  accufed  of  regretting  the  ancient  fyf- 
**  tem ;  becaufe,  when  I  bewail  the  ruined 
**  ftate  of  the  church  of  France,'*  [Here 
a  laugh  from  the  Cote -Gauche.]  ''I  can- 
**  not  be  accufed  of  being  a  fanatic  prieft  ; 
**  becaufe,  in  confidering  the  re-eftablifli- 
**  ment  of  lawful  authority  as  the  only 
•*  means  of  fafety,  I  cannot  be  accufed  of 
' '  being  a  partifan,  or  of  expecting  favours  ; 
**  becaufe,  in  attacking  thofe  citizens  who 
G  2    ~  **  have 
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'*  have  fet  the  Kingdom  in  fiames»  and  per- 
*•  vetted  the  public  mind  by  their  writings, 
**  I  (hall  not  be  accufed  of  undervaluing  the 
**  liberty  of  the  prefs.  Alas  1  I  was  full 
V*  of  hope  and  joy,  when  I  beheld  you  lay- 
■'  ing  the  foundations  of  the  public  happi- 
•*  nefs,  reforming  abufes,  proclaiming  the 
**  rights  of  all,  and  iM-inging  the  different 
*'  parts  of  the  Empire  under  the  fame  laws 
**  and  a  uniform  fyftem/  but  my  eyes  ovcr- 
*'  flowed  with  tears,  when  I  beheld  the  moft 
*'  wicked  of  men  employing  the  vileft  of 
*  *  intrigues  to  fully  the  Revolution ;  when 
*•  I  faw  the  holy  name  of  Patriotifm  profli- 
**  tuted  to  villainy,  and  licentioufnefs  march- 
**  ing  in  triumph  under  the  banners  of  Li- 
V  berty.  Dread  mingled  with  my  juft  grief 
'*  when  I  beheld  all  the  fprings  of  Govem- 
•*  ment  deftroyed,  and  weak  barriers  fubfti- 
•*  tuted  inftead  of  an  aiSlive  and  reprefling 
•*  powcr^  I  have  looked  every  where  for 
**  the  traces  of  that  qentral  authority 
^*  which  a  great  Nation  places  in  the  hands 
•*  of  the  Monarch  for  its  own  fafety— but 
•*  all  in  vain.  I  looked  for  thoie  prin- 
**  ciples  which  are  the  prefervers  of  pro- 
*^  perty,  arid  I  faw  them  invaded."    [Great 

murmurs 
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fnurmurs  in  the  AJfembly.l    *^  I  looked  for 
'*  thethelter  where  perfonal  liberty  repofes, 
**  and  I  faw  audacity  continually  incre^fing, 
"  invoking,  awaiting  the  fignal  of  deftruc- 
**  tion,  which  the  FaAious,  and  the  Innova- 
*'  tors,  as  dangerous   as   the   Factious,  arc 
'*  ready  to  give.     I   heard  thofe  infidious 
^'  voices  that  alarm  you  with  falfe  terrors, 
'•  in  order  to  turn  afide  your  attention  from 
'*  real  dangers;  that  infpire  you  with  fatal 
**  diflrufts,  in  order  to  lead  you  to  deftroy, 
"  one  after  another,  all  the  props    of  fhe 
•'  Monarchical  Government ;   above  all,  I 
*'  fhuddercd  to  obferve,  in  their  new  ftate 
*'  of  exiftence,  this   People,  who  wifh-  to 
**  be  free;  I  faw  them  not  only  miftaking 
**  the  focid  virtues,  humanity  and  juftice, 
*'  the  only  foundations  of  real  Liberty,  but 
*  *  alfo  receiving  with  avidity  the  new  feeds 
* '  of  corruption,  and  thus  fuffering  themfelves 
^  to  be  fettered  with  a  new  chain  of  flavery* 
*'  Alas!  what  are  my  fufferirigs,  when  in 
*'  the  heart  of  the  Capital,  in  the  centre  of 
•^  knowledge,  I   fee   this  mifguided  people 
**  welcome,  with  a  ferocious  joy,  the  moft 
♦*  criminal  propofitions — fmile  at  the  reci- 
**  tal  of  murder,  and  celebrate  their  crimes 
y*  as  conqi).efts  r'    [A  voice  from  the  Cote- 
G  3  Gauche 
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Gauche  faid.  This  is  one  of  M.  MaloueVs 
reports.']  **  For  this  people  are  unacquainted, 
**  that  a  fingle  crime  is  the  fource  of  infinite 
**  calamities.  I  fee  therti  laugh  and  dance 
*'  upon  the  brink  of  a  precipice  which  may 
*'  fw allow  up  ev^n  hope.  This  fhow  of  joy 
*'  is  what  has  moft  deeply  affedted  me :  your 
**  indifference  at  this  dreadful  perverfion  of 
**  the  public  mind  is  the  firft  and  only  caufe 
**  of  the  change  which  has  been  wrought. 
**  refpedting  yourfelves,  of  that  change  by 
**  which  corrupted  adulations.,  or  murmurs 
**  ftifled  by  fear,  have  taken  place  of  the 
•*  pure  homage  paid  to  your  firft  labours; 
**  but  whatever  courage  I  am  infpired  with 
**  by  the  knowledge  of  my  laft  hour  being 
**  at  hand,  however  ftimulated  even  by  the 
*^  love  of  Liberty  to  a  perfornriance  of  my 
**  duty,  ftill  I  feel,  in  addreffing  you,  that 
*V  refped:  and  fpecies  of  fear,  which  no  man 
*^  can  throw  off  when  he  imagines  himfelf 
*^  arguing  with  the  Reprefent^tives  of  a 
**  great  people. 

*'  Muft  I  flop  here,  or  continue  to  fpeak  to 
*'  you  in  the  name  of  pofterity  ?  Yes,  I  think 
"  you  worthy  of  hearing  that  language.  I 
**  have  all  rny  life  meditated  on  the  ideas 
•*  which  yoy  have  been  applying  to  the  regc- 

**  neration 
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•*  neration  of  the  Kingdom;  I  have  meditated 
*'  upon  them  at  a  period  when,  repulfed  by 
**  every  focial  inftitution,  by  every  intereft, 
**  by  every  prejudice,  they  had  only  the  al- 
•*  lurement  of  a  foothing  wifh,  I  had  then 
**  no  motive  to  make  the  application,  or  to 
**  calculate  the  cffeO:  of  the  terrible  incon^ 
**  veniences  attending  fadions,  when  inveft^ 
*'  ed  with  the  power  th^t  commands  meti 
'*  And  things,  when  the  refiftance  of  things, 
**  and  the  paffions  of-  men,  are  the  elements 
**  neceflary  to  be  combined;  which,  in  the 
**  circumft^nces  and  at  the  time  I  wrote, 
**  I  neither  could  nor  ought  to  evince.  The 
^'  circumftances  and  the  times  in  which  you 
**  are  adting  require  you  to  attend  to  them, 
•*  and  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  in^ 
♦*  form  you  that  you  have  not  done  it  fuf- 
'*  ficiently, 

*^  By  this  fingle,  but  continued  error,  you 
^*  have  vitiated  your  work,  you  have  reduced 
•*  yourfelves  to  fuch  a  fituation,  that  you 
f*  cao  only  preferve  it  from  total  ruin  by 
'  *  going  back,  or  marking  out  this  retrograde 
**  motion  for  your  fucceffors.  Should  you 
**  fear  to  encounter  alone  all  the  hatred  that 
'*  furrounds  the  Altar  of  Liberty,  be  af-^ 
^*  fured,  that  this  herpic.  facjrifice  wijl  iiot 
G  4  *•  be 
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•*  he  the  Icaft  of  the  confoling  refledtions 
*•  you  will  lay  up  for  yourfelves;  .  What 
•*  men  muft  they  be,  who,  leaving  theiif 
**  country  all  the  good  they  have  been  able 
^'  to  do  it,  referve  to  themfelres  fdely  Ithtf- 
*-•  reproaches  due  to  real  and  ferious  evils, 
*^*  but  of  which  they  can  accufe  only  events  ? 
**  r  think  you  worthy  of  fo  exalted  a  def- 
**  tiny,  and  that  idea  encourages  me  to  |)oint 
**  out  to  you  unrefervedly  the  defers  which 
**  you  have  introduced  into  the  French 
''  Conftitution* 

**  Called  upon  to  regenerate  France,-  you 
**  ought  in  the  firft  place  to  have  coflfidearcd 
**  what  you  could  prefer ve  of  thie  old  order, 
**  and,  moreover,  what  you  could  not  give 
*'  up.  Fiance  was  a  Monarchy  :  its  ex- 
^*  tent,  its  wants,  its  manners,  the  National 
*'  fpirit,  are  infeparable  bars  to  the  admiffioii 
•'  of  Republican  forms  into  it,  without  ef- 
•*  fedting  the  total  diffolution  of  the  Eni- 
•*  pire.  The  Monarchical  power  was  vi- 
•*  tiated  from  two  caufes  :  its  foundatiotl 
•*  was  furrounded  with  prejudices,  and  its 
•*  limits  were  marked  only  by  partial  refifl- 
?*  ance.  To  refine  the  principles  by  fixing 
the  Throne  upon  its  true  bafis,  the  Sove- 
reignty of  the  Nation ;  and  to  fettle  the 
2  *•  limits. 


>< 
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limits,  by  placing  them  in  the  National 
Reprefcntation,  were  what  you  had  to  do. 
You  think  you  have  done  it !  But  in  or- 
ganising the  two  powers,  the  ftrength 
and  fuccefs  of  the  Conftitution  depend  on 
their  balance.  You  had  only  to  guard 
againft  the  prefent  bias  of  ideas.  You 
muft  have  feen  that  in  public  opinion  the 
power  of  Kings  was  declining,  and  the 
rights  of  the  People  increafing.  By 
weakening  without  meafure  what  is  al- 
ready tending  naturally  to  decay,  and 
ftrengthening  in  its  fource  what  is  natu- 
rally tending  to  incteafe,  you  are  drawn 
forcibly  to  this  fid  iflue ;  a  King  with- 
out authority,  and  a  People  without  con- 
trol. It  was  by  delivering  yourfelves  up 
to  the  diftradlions  of  opinion  that  you  fe- 
eonded  the  influence  of  the  multitude,  and 
eftablilhed  popular  elecSlions  without  end. 
*^  Have  you  not  forgotten  that  frequent 
eleftions  unceafingly  renewed,  and  the 
fhort  duration  of  powers,  are  caufes  which 
relax  the  political  fprings  ?  Have  you  not 
forgotten  that  the  form  of  Government 
ought  to  bear  a  juft  proportion  between 
the  protedors  and  proteded  ?    You  have 

'*  preferved 
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preferved  the  name  of  King,  but  in  your 
Conftitutioa  he  is  nq  longer  ufeful,  he  is 
even  dangerous.  You  have  reduced  hi§ 
influence  to  that  which  corruption  may 
ufurp ;  you  have  in  a  manner  invited  him 
to  oppofe  a  Conftitution  which  inceflantly 
(hews  him  what  he  is  not,  and  what  he 
might  be.  This  then  is  a  vice  inherent 
in  your  Conftitution;  a  vice  which  will 
deftroy  it,  if  you  or  your  fucceffors  do  not; 
haften  to  root  it  out. 

"  I  will  not  fpeak  to  you  of  the  faults 
which  may  be  attributed  to  cifcum- 
ftances — you  perceive  them  yourfelves; 
but  how  can  you  fuffer  the  evil  which 
you  may  deftroy,  to  remain  ?  After  hav- 
ing declared  the  right  of  the  liberty  of 
religious  opinions,  how  can  you  fufFer 
priefts  to  be  oppreffed  with  perfecutions 
and  outrages?"  [A  movement  of  indigo 
nation  was  manifejled  by  the  Cote-Gauche.] 
After  having  confecrated  the  principles  of 
individual  liberty,  how  can  you  fufFer  a 
Conftitution  to  exift  in  your  bofom, 
which  ferves  as  a  model  and  pretext  for 
all  the  fubaltern  inquifitiohs  that  a  fac- 
tious apprehenfion   has  eredred  in  every 

**  part 
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^*  part  of  the  Empire  ?  How  is  it  that  you 

**  are  not  alarmed   at  the  audacity  and  fuc- 

**  cefs  of  the  writers  who  profane  the  name 

"  of  patriot  ?  You  have  a  Monarchical  Go- 

*•  vernment,  and  they  caufe  it  to  be  detefted, 

*^  You  wifh  the  liberty  of  the  People,  and 

**  they  wifh  tb  make  the  People  a  moft  fe- 

*•  rocious  tyrant.     You  wifli  to  regenerate 

♦*  morals,  and  they  command  the  triumph 

♦*  of  vice  and  the  impunity  of  crimes. 

*'  I  will  not  fpeak  to  you  of  your  mea- 

•*  furesof  finance.  God  forbid  that  I  fhould 

**  increafe  alarm,  or  diminifh  hope !    The 

**  public  fortune  is  ftill  in  your  hands;  but 

**  be  well  aflured  that  neither  taxes,  credit, 

**  receipt  or  expences  are  certain,  where  the 

*^  Government  is  neither  powerful  nor  re- 

**  fpecSed.  What  kind  of  Government  could 

*  *  refift  this  predominant  influence  of  Clubs  ? 

**  You  have  deftroyed  the  corporations,  and 

**  yet   the  moft  coloffal  of  all  aflbciations 

**  rifes    over  your   heads,  and  threatens  to 

**  diffolve  all  the  powers.     France  is  now 

**  divided   into    two  very  diftind:   claffes; 

**  that  of  honeft  moderate  men,  who  are  at 

**  prefent  mute  and  difmayed;  and  violent 

**  fpirits,  who  attra(^  each  other,  unite,  and 

•*  compofe  a   formidable   volcano,    which 

^*  ejcdls 
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**  cjeds  a  lava  of  terrors  capable  of  burying 
'*  all.     You  have  publilhed  a  declaration  of 
"  rights,  and  that  declaration  is  perfedl,  if' 
*'  you  difengage  it  from   metaphyfical  ab- 
•*  ftradions,   which   only  tend    to    fpfead 
**  through  the  French  Ennpire  the  feeds  of 
"  diforganization  and  diforder*     Inceflantly 
"  hefitating  between  principles  which  you 
**  are  prevented  from  modifying,  and  cir- 
**  cumftances  which  force  exceptions  from 
**  you,    you  do  very  little  for  the  public 
*'  good,  and  too  much  for  your  dodrine. — ' 
**  You  arc  often  wavering  and  impolitic,  at 
**  the  moment  when  you  wifh  to  be  neither, 
*'  Y6u  fee  that  none  of  thefe  obfervations 
•^'  efcape  the  friends  of  Liberty.     They  de- 
**  maad  bacjc  from  you  the  depofit  of  the 
**  public  opinion,    of   which  you  are  but 
**  the  organs.     Europe  is  looking  on  you. 
*'  with  aftonifhment ;   Europe,  which  may 
"  be  Ihaken  to  its  very  foundations,  by  the 
**  propagation  of  your  principles,  is  enraged 
'*  at  their  exaggeration.     The  filence  of  its 
*'  Princes  may  perhaps  be  owing  to  dread. 
**  But  do  not  afph*e  to  the  fatal  honour  of 
^*  rendering  yourfelves  formidable,  by  im- 
**  moderate    innovations,    as   dangerous  to 
*•  yourfelves  as  to  your  neighbours  !    Once 
V  •*  more 


i< 
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•*  more  open  the  annals  of  the  world,  call 
••  to  your  aid  the  wifdom  of  ages,  and  fee 
**  how  many  Empires  have  periflicd  by 
•'  anarchy. 

'^  It  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  that 
**  which  diftrads  us;  to  Hop  vengeance, 
fedition,  and  mutiny,  and  to  reftorc  peace 
and  confidence.  To  attain  this  falutary 
**  end  you  have  but  one  means,  and  that  is, 
**  by  a  revifion  of  your  decrees  to  re-unite 
**  and  ftrengthcn  the  powers  weakened  by 
**  their  being  feparated,  to  grant  to  the 
**  King  all  the  force  neceflary  to  fecure  the 
•*  authority  of  the  Laws,  and,  above  all,  to 
**  fecure  the  liberty  of  the  Primary  Aflem- 
**  blies,  from  which  the  Fadious  have 
•*  driven  all  virtuous  and  wife  citizens.** — 
[Here  fome  of  the  Affemhly  applauded  and 
fame  murmured.']  **  Do  you  think  that  the 
**  re-cftablifliment  of  the  Executive  Power 
*'  can  be  the  work  of  your  fucceffors  ?  No  ; 
**  they  will  affemble  with  lefs  force  than 
**  you  poffefs  :  they  will  have  to  gain,  that 
'*  popular  opinion  which  you  have  difpofed 
•*  of.  You  alonq  can  create  again  what  you 
•  •  have  deftroyed ,  or  fuffered  to  be  deftroyed. 
*•  You  fix^cd  the  bafis  of  a  rational  Confti- 

"  tution, 
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**  tution,  by  fecuring  to  the  People  the  right 
**  of  making  laws,  and  granting  taxes.— 
•*  Anarchy  will  annihilate  thefe  very  rights, 
**  if  you  do  not  place  them  under  the 
**  guard  of  an  adlive  and  vigorous  Govern - 
"  ment ;  and  defpotifm  awaits  you,  if  you 
*•  do  not  prevent  it  by  the  tutelary  protec- 
*'  tion  of  the  Royal  Authority. 

**  I  have  collected  all  ray  ftrength  to  fpeak 
**  the  auftere  language  of  truth  to  you.  Par- 
•*  don  my  zeal,  and  attribute  to  the  love  of 
**  my  country,  whatever  appears  too  free  in 
•*  my  remonftrance^,  and  be  affured  of  my 
**  ardent  vyiflies  for  your  glory,  as  well  as 
**  of  my  profound  refpeft, 
**  (Signed) 
**  William  Thomas  Raynal." 

The  Aflembly  heard  this  letter  read  to  the 
end ;  but  it  was  pftcn  interrupted  by  violent 
murmurs  and  grofs  infults,  fometimes  di- 
redled  againft  th^  author,  and  fometimes 
againft  M.  Malouet,  the  fimilarity  of 
whofe  opinions  with  thofe  exprefled  in  the 
letter  raifed  a  fufpicion  of  his  having  com- 
pofed,  or  at  leaft  fuggefted  this  vehement 
cenfure  of  the  Revolution  and  of  the  whole 

conduit 
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condud  of  the  Aflembly.  The  Prefident 
{Bureau  de  Puzy)  was  highly  blamed  for 
allowing  it  to  be  read,  and  it  was  propofcd 
that  he  (hould  be  called  to  order ;  but  he  faid 
in  his  juftification,  that  before  he  had  given 
the  letter  to  be  read  he  had  informed  them 
that  the  Abbe  Raynal  did  not  fpare  the 
faults  which  he  thought  they  had  commit- 
ted ;  and  that  he,  the  Prefident,  thought 
himfelf  the  lefs  authorifed  to  withhold  it,  as 
the  Abbe  Raynal  had  announced  his  inten- 
tion to  print  it.  Robefpierre  attempted  to 
prove,  that  thi^  letter  would  produce  upon 
the  public  an  efFed:  quite  contrary  to  what 
was  expeded.  '*  This  Conftitution  then,*' 
faid  he,  •*  muft  be  highly  favourable  to  the 
"  People,  and  very  fatal  to  tyranny,  fince 
**  fuch  extraordinary  means  are  employed  to 
*•  decry  it.  It  is  attacking  Liberty  to  de- 
**  nounce  to  the  world  as  the  crimes  of 
**-  Frenchmen,  thefe  commotions,  thefe 
**  ftruggles,  which  are  fo  natural  a  crifis  to 
«♦  Liberty,  that,  without  this  crifis,  defpotifm 
^*  and  flavery  would  be  incurable.  We  will 
*«  not  refign  ourfelves  to  the  alarms  attempt- 
**  ed  to  be  raifed.  The  Aflembly  have  done 
*•  thcmfelves  honour  by  hearing  the  letter 

'*  read. 
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**  read.  It  only  remains  for  them  to  pafs, 
•*  with  equal  dignity,  to  the  order  of  the 
**  day.**  This  motion,  every  fentence  of 
which  was  loudly  applauded  /by  the  'Cot/" 
Gauche^  was  adopted,  after  a  ftiort  debate. 
But  the  public  were  not  of  Robefpiem^s 
opinion  refpe<Sting  the  Abbe  Raynal's  letter. 
On  the  contrary,  it  made  the  greateft  iai- 
preffion,  andcontributed  not  a  little  to  in- 
creafe  the  difcredit  of  the  Affembly. 

M.  de  Montmorin,  ftill  purfuing  the  exe- 
cution of  his  plan,  neglected  nothing  in  or- 
der to  turn  all  thefe  circumftances  t^  the 
King's  advantage.  To  this  end  he  employed 
feveral  private  agents  in  the  Seiftions  and  in 
the  National  Guard,  under  the  dircdion  of  a 

Mr.  M ,  and  they  often  made  hirh  pay 

very  dear  for  doing  nothing,  under  the  title 
oi  fecretfermccs.  This  is  an  almost  un- 
avoidable evil  in  every  meafure  of  this  kind ; 
but,  when  compelled  to  it,  it  (hpuld  be  em- 
ployed only  for  fervices  that  may  be  proved, 
and  which  fhould  never  be  paid  for  till  per- 
formed. The  zeal  of  M.  Montmorin  was 
not  confined  to  thefe  obfcure  and  uncertain 
means.  At  this  period  he  took  a  ftep  ilill 
more  energetic  than  any  he  had  takept- be- 
fore. 
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fore,  and  its  fuccefs  was  as  complete  as  he 
could  wifh.  The  following  was  the  occafion 
of  it: 

A  journalift  had  inferted  in  his  paper  *  of 
the  31ft  of  May,  a  pretended  letter  from 
Frantkfort,  containing  the  following  pa- 
ragraph : 

**  I  have  in  my  hands  at  this  moment  true 
copies  of  two  counter-letters,  feht  at  the 
fame  time  with  the  declaration  to  the  Am- 
bafladors,  the  efFed:  of  which  they  were 
meant  to  annul,  and  which  they  have  en- 
tirely counteraifted.  It  is  Hated,  that  for  a 
ftiort  time  the  King  had  fubmitted  to  the 
laws^  of  neceffity  ;  that  it  was  requifite  to 
have  recourfe  to  this  expedient,  in  the  firft 
place,  in  order  to  fecure  his  life,  and  in  the 
next,  to  lull  diftruft,  and  to  feize  the  moi 
mait  when  it  was  laid  afleep  to  refume  thofe 
meafures  of  precaution  recently  difconcerted. 
The  meaning  of  the  laft  words,  which  we 
coired:ed  from  the  fame  fource,  a  few  days 
ago,  is  this  : — The  excurfion  to  St.  Cloud, 
which  was  prevented,  was  not  to  end  at  two 

*  The  MonlUur,  No.  151. 
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leagues  from  Paris,  it  was  to  have  extended 
the  following  night  to  Compiegnc,  and 
thence  to  BrufTels.  A  manifefto  was 
then  to  proclaim  to  Europe,  that  the 
King  had  juft  efcaped  from  a  long  and 
painful  captivity  ;  that  foreseeing  the  evils 
which  would  refult  from  this  departure, 
to  the  faithful  part  of  the  Nation,  when 
it  jQiouFd  be  known  by  thofe  who  miflead 
the  People,'  it  was  deferred,  but  it  became 
neceflary,  as  foon  as  the  King  found  him- 
felf  on  the  point  of  being  forced  to  a  kind 
of  abjuration  of  the  religion  of  his  fathers, 
by  receiving  the  communion,  at  a  period, 
which  it  obfcrves  the  moft  folemnly,  from 
a  pretended  paftor  whom  the  church  did 
not  acknowledge. 

**  At  the  fame  time  the  Pope's  Brief  was 
to  have  been  profufely  diftributed  through- 
out all  the  Departments.  The  moil  exten- 
-five  hopes  were  placed  upon  the  concurrence 
of  Religious  and  Monarchical  fanaticifm, 
gnd  upon  the  determination  to  be  publifhed 
by  the  different  defpots.  Thefe  details  may 
be  depended  upon — they  come  from  the. 
Tuileries;  twice  have  I  feen  the  original 
letters.  YoU  may  fuppofe  that  there  are  no 
2  iignaturcs 
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figoatuces  ta  thefe  mifl^ons,  but  I  know  that 
they  come  frdm  one  of  the  moft  adtive  agents 
pf  a  great  Ariftocratkal  perfocjage,  who  has 
givea  him  a  confidcrable  part  in  the  direct- 
tion  pf  the  Department  refeifM?4  iox  diplo-^ 
mabtic  tr^afon/y 

M*  de  Montmorin  immediately  dcr 
noujaced  this  article  of  the  Moniteur  to 
the  Affembly  in  a  kfct^ir  conceived  in  thefe 
tef  m$ : 

•*  Mr.  Prefident,  it  would  be  a  difficult 
talk,  and  even  an  abfurd  one,  to  attempt 
anfwering  the  calumnies  daily  fpread  in 
fome  of  the  journals  with  which  we  are  de- 
luged. The  wifcft  and  certainly  the  eafiefl: 
w^y  wowld ,  be  to  leave  thefe  calumnies  to 
the  Coatenipt  which  awaits  them,  when  the 
cal«a,  v^iebi  their  principal  objedl  is  to  kjtep 
^.a  diftance^  fliaU  permit  the  appreciating 
qI  th«ft  *cc9rding  to  their  juft  value :  but 
i^v<ertjbelefc,  when  thfffe  cglumnics  are  of  .^ 
nature  tp  ^htm  the,  >yhole  Nation ;  when 
ikef  4tend  Jo  cjoate  fuipicions  the  moft  «n^ 
JuA  An^  die  xnoA  injui^tms^  .concecoixig  Jthe 
intentiflBS  pf  jthe  Roy?l  Family;  :whea  we 

H2  find 
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find  them  introduced  into  a  journal  which 
had  not  hitherto  been  confounded  with  thole 
which  appeared  to  have  no  other  end  than 
that  of  agitating  the  People,  mifleading 
them,  and  exciting  them  to  exceflfes;  when^ 
I  fay,  fo  many  circumftances  are  found 
united,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  a  fervant  of 
the  Public,  and  as  Minifter  to  the  King,  Jo 
contradid:,  in  the  moft  public  manner,  what 
malice  invents  and  fpreads,  and  what  mif- 
truft  is  but  too  ready  to  receive  in  the  prefent 
circumftances.  I  think  it  then  incumbent 
upon  me  to  lay  before  the  Affembly  an  arti- 
cle inferteid  irr  the  i5ifl:  Number  of  the 
Moniteur. 

**  The  precaution  taken  by  the  editor  to 
conceal  the  name  of  his  conrcfpondent  is  a 
fufficient  proof  of  the  calumny;  but  this 
refleftion,  obvious  as  it  is,  is  not  perhaps 
enough  at  this  mpiinfebt.  I  atteft,  there- 
fort  J  on  my  refponfibility,  on  my  head,  on 
my  htjsiour,  that  the  projedt,  which  the 
writer  of  this  article  does  not  blufli  to 
afcribe  to  the  King;  nevfer  exifted.  Alas  ! 
were'lthe  cafes  and  ithc  vigilaiKe  of  his  Ma- 
jefty  known  in  every  particular,  they  would 
be  found  of  a  Hiy ,  differ^if  nature,  • 

V         .  "  In 
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*•  In  regard  to  the  .coimtier-lettersi  which 
6ems  to  concern  nie  perfonallyj  if  I  had  been 
named  by  the  Mamteur,  and  it  de- 
pends on  its  author  to  name  me,  I  would  im- 
mediately h^ve  profecuteed  the  printer.  The 
author  of  the  article  (hould  be  compelled  to 
come  forward  >  and  I  think  that  I  (hould 
give  a  proof  of  my  refpedl  for  the  liberty 
of  theprefs,  by  demanding  that  he  fhould 
be  punifhed  for  defamation.  It  is  time  to 
coniider  as  enemies  to  the  public  thofe,  who, 
inMflantly  deceiving  the  people,  in  or- 
der to  agitate  them,  create  real  dangers 
amcmg  us,  by  continually  talking  of  fidti- 
tious  ones. 

**  I  am,  &c, 

"  P.  S.  1  have  thisinftaht,  Mr.  Prefident, 
hid  this  letter  before  the  King,  and  his  Ma- 
jefty  not  only  permits,  but  has  ordered 
ihe  to  ^nd'  it  to  you,  and  to  requeft  ypu 
to  communicate-  it  to/  the  National  Af.. 
fembly." 

•  This  letter  received  repeated  and  loud  ap-* 
pkufe.  .  The  Affembdyr  ^ordered  it  to  be 
printed,  and  inferted.in  the  journals.  It 
was  even  propofed  by  feveral,.  that  the  pub^ 

H3  lie 
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Jic  accufcr  fhduld  be  ordered  to  profecute  the 
printer  of  the  Mdniteur  to  compel  him  to 
difcover  the  author  of  the  denounced  arti- 
cle, and  it  was  not  till  after  a  long  debate 
that  the^Afleihbly  paflfed  to  the  order  of  the 
day. 

The  pretended  letter  from  Franckfort  had 
certainly  no  reference  to  the  plan  in  which 
M.  de  Montmorin  was  engaged;  but  he 
would  not,  perhaps,  have  dared  to  contra^- 
di<5t  it  in  fuch  pofitive  terms,  if  he  had 
known  the  project  for  the  King's  depar- 
ture to  Montmedy ;  fome  of  the  circum- 
fiances  of  which  appear  to  touch  near 
enough  upon  the  plan  announced  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  MoniteuTj  to  give  grounds  for 
prefuming  that  fome  indifcretion  had  been 
committed.  Be  that  as  it  may,  M.  de  Mont- 
morin's  lett?er  removed .  all  fufpicions,  be- 
caufe  he  was  known  to  be  the  Minifter 
in  whom  the  King  placed  pioft  confix 
dence. 

The  place  of  Minifter  of  the  Marine,  va- 
cant by  the  refignation  of  M.  de  Fleiirieu, 
was  offered  to  me  in  the  beginning  of  May* 
On  my  declining  it,  M.  Thevena/rd  was 
appointed  on  the  1 7th  of  the  fame  month ; 

and 
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and  on  the  2!8th  M.  de  LeJ^art^  who  was 
both  Minifter  of  the  Interior  and  of  Public 
Contributions,  having  refigned  the  latter 
department,  the  King  nominated  to  it 
M.  Tarbe\  firft  clerk  of  the  Tax  depart- 
ment. 

If  the  King's  intentions  gave  no  more  un- 
eafinefs,  it  was  otherwife  with  thofe  of  tlic 
Elmigrants.  Their  immenfe  number*;  their 
aflembling;  their  motions  upon  the  fron* 
tiers ;  their  fuppofed  plan  of  forming  an 
army  under  the  command  of  the  Prince  d^ 
Condcy  and  the  attempts  made  to  bring  over 
to  them  feme  regiments  of  the  French  army, 
announced  difpofitions  the  more  alarming, 
as  at  that  period  feveral  fymptoms  of  infur* 
region  were  manifefled  in  the  Interior, 
which  were  thought  to  have  been  excited  by 
the  emiffaries  of  the  Emigrants.  Under 
thefe  circumftances  the  Affembly,  on  the 
addreffes  of  a  great  many  Departments  and 
Municipalities,  urging  them  to"  take  prompt 
and  efficacious  meaifures  for  the  fefety  of  the 
Kingdom,  took  this  important  fubjed:  into 
confideration,  in  the  Sitting  of  the  nth 
of  Ji^nc,  upon  the  report  of  five  Commit- 
H  4  tees 
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tecs  united  *.  A  debate  firft  took  place,  on  a 
motion  for  diibanding  all  the  Officers  of  the 
army;  but  it  was  rejedled  almoft  unani- 
rooufly.  A  new  oath  more  circumftantial 
than  the  former  was  prefcribed  for  the 
Officers  of  every  rai^k,  under  penalty  of 
lofing  their  commiffions ;  but  the  moft  re- 
markable articles  in  the  decree  which  was 
pafled  related  to  the  Prince  of  Conde.  They 
ran  thus : 

'^  The  National  Aflembly  decree,  that  the 
**  Prefident  (hall,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
**  wait  upon  the  King,  and  requeft  him  to 
•*  notify,  with  all  poffible  difpatch,  to 
**  LouiS'Jofeph'Bourbon^Conde,  that  his 
**  refidence  near  the  frontier  of  the  King- 
**  dom,  furrounded  by  perfons  whofe  intenT- 
**  tions  were  notorioufly  fufpeded,  an- 
•*  nounced  guilty  plans. 

**  That  within  fifteen  days,  to  be  reck- 
**  oned  from  the  day  of  the  notification  of 
**  this  declaration,  Louis- Jo/efih-Bourbon-f 

*  The  Committees  of  the  Conftitution,  the  Diploma- 
tic and  Military  Committees,  and  thofe  pf  Reports  and 
Inquiry.  i 

''  Conde 
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Conde  (hovld  be  held  bound  to  return  in- 
to the  Kingdom,  or  to  withdraw  from 
the  frontiers ;  in  the  latter  cafe,  formally 
declaring  tljat  he  would  never  undertake 
any  thing  againft  the  Conftitution 
decreed  by  the  National  Aflembly,  and 
accepted  by  the  King,  or  againft  the 
tranquillity  of  the  State ;  and  in  default 
of  his  returning  into  the  Kingdom,  or 
of  his  withdrawing,  and  making  the 
above  declaration,  within  fifteen  days  af- 
ter the  notification,  the  National  Aflem- 
bly declare  him  a  rebel,  and  that  he  for- 
feits all  right  to  the  Crown;  and  they 
decree,  that  all  his  property  fhall  be  fe- 
queftrated;  that  every  French  Citizen, 
^without  exception,  fhall  be  forbid- 
den all  correfpondence  and  communica- 
tion with  him  or  his  accomplices  and 
adherents,  under  'penalty  of  being  pro- 
fecuted,  and  puniflied  as  a  traitor  to  his 
country;  and  in  the  cafe  of  his  entering 
in  arms  upon  the  territory  of  France, 
they  enjoin  every  Citi^ep  to  fall  upon 
him  and  feize  his  perfon,  as  well  as  the 
perfons  of  his  accomplices  and  adhe- 
rents; and  they  make  him  alfo  refpon- 

**  fible 
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•*  fibk  for  all  the  hoftile  movements  which 
**  may  be  direded  againft  France  upon  the 
**  frontiers." 

The  Committees  in  their  report  had  reck- 
oned in  the  number  of  the  principal  caufes 
which  agitated  the  public  mind  in  the  Inte- 
rior, the  protefts  of  the  Bifliops,  and  of 
Clergynoen  removed  from  their  fees  and  be- 
nefices, and  the  mandates  and  paftoral  letters 
fufpeiKiing  the  Conftitutional  Priefls,  In 
fad:,  in  fupport  of  this  denunciation,  there 
was  a  criminal  profecution  inftituted  at  St. 
Germain- en- Laye  againft  the  Cardinal  de  la 
Rochefoucault^  and  two  letters  produced, 
which  he  had  written  to  two  priefts  of  his 
diocefe  to  fufpend  them  from  the  exercife 
of  their  fun<5tions,  and  which  he  had  noti- 
fied to  the  churchwardens  of  the  pariflies 
where  thofe  priefts  were  eftablifhed.  The 
Committee  of  Reports,  gave  an  account  of 
this  affair  (Xi  the  18th  of  June,  in  the  Even- 
ing Sitting,  and  concluded  with  propofing, 
that  the  Cardinal  ie  la  Rochefoucault  Ihould 
be  cited  to  declare,  whether  he  was  the  author 
of  the  letter  in  queftion  or  not.  The  Abbe 
Maury  immediately  afcended  the  Tribune, 

and 
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and  ftrove  for  a  long  time  in  vain  to  be  heard« 
In  the  midft  of  the  tumult,  and  before  the 
propofed  citation  was  put  to  the  vote,  the 
Cardinal  de  la  Rochefmteault  rofe  and  faid^ 
with  his  ufual  candour  and  ferenity  ;  **  I  de« 
**  clarc,  that  I  wrote  the  letters  which  you 
*^  have  juft  heard,  and  I  am  pcrfiiaded 
**  that  the  copies  which  have  been  read 
*'  to  you,  are  conformable  to  the  origi- 
**  nal/*  Upon  this  declaration,  the  reportef 
propofed,  in  the  name  of  the  Committee,  to 
decree,  that  there  were  grounds  for  an  im- 
peachment of  the  Cardinal  de  la  Rochefou^ 
cault. 

The  Duke  de  Liancourt^  as  a  relation  of 
the  Cardinal's,  was  the  fiiH  to  fpeak  in  his 
defence ;  but  he  did  it  with  more  ze^l  than 
dignity.  He  endeavoured  to  prove,  by  a 
comparifon  of  dates,  that  the  inftallation  of 
the  new  Bifhops  of  Rouen  and  of  Verfmlles 
had  taken  place  fo  few  days  before  the  letters 
of  the  Cardinal,  that  he  might  have  been 
unacquainted  with  it  at  the  time  he  had 
written,  and  he  wasauthorifed  by  the  decrees 
to  continue  provifionally  his  fun(5tions  till  he 
had  notice  of  his  being  fufpended.  The 
Abbe  Maury  and  M.  de  Cazales,  who  fpoke 

^fter 
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after  the  Duke  de  Lt^nc(7Z^r^,  difdained  this 
petty  quirk.  They  did  not  think  it  fufficient 
to  prove  that  the  Cardinal  dt  Id  Rochefou* 
cault  had  committed  an  excufible  error; 
they  maintained,  that  his  conduct  in  this 
circumftance  had  been  dilated  by  his  duty, 
and  that  there  was  no  more  in  it  than  the 
excrcife  of  the  fpiritual  authority,  of  which 
the  temporal  power  could  not  diveft  him, 
for  it  was  not  from  the  temporal  power  that 
he  had  received  it.  But  the  ftrongefl  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  the  Cardinal  was  the  ^ 
confideration  he  had  acquired  from  eighty 
years  accumulation  of  virtues.  What  ftupid 
effrontery,  in  fadl,  was  it  to  dare  to  think," 
that  a  venerable  Prelate,  whom  the  Nation 
had  been  fo  long  in  the  habit  of  refpedling, 
could  be  confidered  as  guilty  of  treafon 
againft  it !  and  yet,  neverthelefs,  the  prio- 
rity was  granted  to  the  motion  offered  by 
the  Committee,  and  tvtn  ^the  decree  for 
iitnpcachment  appeared  to  be  adopted  by  a 
confiderable  majority,  and  was  pronounced 
by  the  Prefident ;  but  upon  the  warm  and 
perfevering  remonftrances  of  the  members 
of  the  Cote- Droit,  the  votes  were  called 
over,  and  the  refult  was,  that  there  ap- 
peared . 
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peared  286  votes  againft  271,  in  favour  of 
a  declaration  that  there  were  no  grounds  for 
impeaching  the  Cardinal  de  la  Rochefou* 
cault. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XLI. 


Departure  of  the  King  and  Royal  Family 

for  Montmedy — Meafures  taken  by  the 

AJfembly — ConduEt  of  the  Minijiers--^ 

M.  de  Montmorin  befeged  in  his  Houfe 

by  the  Populace — Embarraffment  of  M. 

de  la  Fayette — The  Conjlitutional  Party 

declare  in  his  Favour — The  AJfembly^  en* 

couraged  by  the  Tejtimonies  of  Submijjion 

which  they  receive,  ajfume  a  firm  Coun^ 

tenance — Declaration  written  with  the 

King's  own  Hand,  and  prefented  to  the 

AJfembly  by  the  Intendant  of  the  Civil  Lift 

— M.  de  Rochambeau,  M.  d'Affry,  and 

fever al  Staff  OJficers  of  the  Swifs  Guards 

prefent  themfelves  at  the  Bar,  and  pro- 

mife  Submiffion  and  Fidelity  to  the  Af 

fembly — Addreffes  and  Deputations  on 

the  Occafionr^The  AJfembly  order  Seals 

to 
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to  be  put  on  all  the  Houfes  and  Buildings 
dependent  on  the  Civil  Lift — New  Form 
of  an  Oath  in  which  the  King  is  not 
named — State  of  the  Capital — -Details 
relative  to  the  King's  Journey,  and  his 
Arreji  at  Varennes — Decrees  of  the  Af 
fembly  on  this  Occafion — Exultation  of 
the  FaSlious — M.  de  la  Fayette,  at  the 
Head  of  the  National  Guard,  prefents 
himfelf  at  the  Bar,  followed  by  fever al 
thoufdnd  Citizens  of  all  Clajfes ;  they 
are  all  admitted  to  take  the  new  Oath. 

1  H  E  Marquis  de  Bouille,  having  been 
informed  by  the  King  himfelf  that  the  day 
of  his  Majefty's  departure  for  Montmedy 
was  ^finally  fixed  for  the  19th  of  June,  be- 
tween midnight  and  one  in  the  morning, 
had  in  confequence  prepared  all  the  meafures 
neceflary  to  enfure  the  efcape  of  the  Royal 
Family.  Several  detachments  of  troops, 
which  wete  to  be  ftationed  upon  the  road 
from  Chalons  to  Montmedy,  were  already 
upon  their  march  to  their  refpe^^ive  pofts, 
when  another  letter  from  the  King,  received 
by  M.  de  Bouille  on  the  15th  of  June,  in*- 
formed  him  that  their  Majefties*  departure 

was 
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was  put  off  for  four-and-twenty  hours  ;  and 
that  the  Marquis  d^Agoidt,  who  was  to  have " 
had  a  feat  in  their  coach,  could  not  attend 
them  on  their  journey,  becaufe  Madame  de 
Tourzely  Governefs  to  the  ,  Children  of 
France,  was  not  willing  to  give  up  her 
right  of  accompanying  them. 

This  delay,  which  kept  the  detachments  at 
their  different  pofts  four-and-twenty  hours 
lohger  than  was   intended,   was   the    more, 
vexatious,  as  it  could  not  but  augment   the 
fufpicions  which  had  been  manifefled,  and 
particularly  in  the  fmall  town  of  Clermont 
in  Argonne,  on  the  arrival  of  two  fquadrons 
which  had  been  ftationed  there.     Nor  did  it 
decreafe  M.  de  Bouille's  anxiety  to  hear  that 
the  Marquis  d^Agoult^  in  whofe  attachment, 
intrepidity  and  energy,  he  had  placed' great 
confidence,  was  not  to  accompany  the  King. 
It  would  furely  have  been  eafy  to  convince 
Madame  de  Tourzel^  that  however  laudable 
her  motives  were,  the  danger  to  which  her 
claim  would  expofe  the  King  and  Royal  Fa- 
mily, if  admitted,  fhould  prevent  her  infift- 
ing  upon   it.     The  caufe   of  the  delay  of 
the  journey  ta  Mqntmedy  might  as  eafily 
have  been  avoided.     In  facSt,  it  is  known 

>that 
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that  their  Majeftics  only  deferred  their  depar- 
ture till  a  chamber-maid,  whofe  fidelity  they 
fufpe(Sted,  had  finifhed  her  week.  It  would 
have  been  better  to  have  difcharged  her  a 
month  before.  If  that  ftep,  from  which  no 
inconvenience  could  have  arifen,  appeared 
too  fevere,  feme  means  could  eafily  have 
been  found  to  have  fent  her  out  of  the  way 
on  the  igth  of  June,  without  any  fufpicion 
of  the  motive :  fome  confidential  commiflfion, 
with  which  (he  would  have  been  flattered, 
might  have  been  given  to  her  that  day.  But 
unhappily  it  is  not  upon  a  throne  that  the 
neceffity  of  precautions  is  learned,  nor  of 
cour(e  the  nicety  and  attention  required  in 
the  minuted  of  them  when  they  may  concur 
in  the  fuccefs  of  a  delicate  enterprife.  The 
long  habit  which  Kings  are  in  of  feeing 
things  fucceed  according  to  their  wifhes, 
without  confidering  the  means  of  execution,- 
leads  them  to  view  all  with  the  fame  eye. 
.  Hence  that  fatal  fecurity,  that  kind  of  care- 
lefTnefs  with  which  Louis  XVI.  was  charged, 
and  which  has  fo  often  made  his  moft  faith* 
ful  fervants  defpair. 

On  the  night  between  the  20thand^2ift 
of  June  their  Majefties  feparately  left  the 
Palace  of  the  Tuilleries,  paffing  through  the 

Vol.  IV.  I  Duke 
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Duke  de  Villequiers^  apartments  between 
twelve  and  one  o'clock.  The  Queen  and 
Madame  Elizabeth,  as  they  entered  the 
Car  ouzels  faw  M.  de  la  Fayette  crofling 
the  fquare.  Two  common  coaches  waited 
for  the  Royal  Family  upon  the  Quay  of  the 
Theatins.  Their  Majeflies  walked  to  the 
place,  left  Paris  without  any  obftacle,  and 
took  the  road  to  Montmedy  by  Chalons  on 
the  Marne,  Monsieur  and* Madame  fet 
out  an  hour  afterwards  from  the  Palace  of 
the  Luxembourg,  and  took  the  road  of 
Valenciennes, 

On  the  21ft  of  June,  at  the  opening  of 
the  Sitting,  the  Prefident  announced  to  the 
AfTembly,  with  an  air  of  the  deepeft  confter- 
nation,  that  M.  Bailly  had  juft  informed 
him  that  the  King  and  a  part  of  the  Royal 
Family  had  been  carried  off  in  the  night*  by  ' 
the  enemies  of  the  public.  At  this  linex- 
pe(5led  news  the  dead  filence  of  ftupor  reigned 
throughout  the  »Hall,  and  lafted  for  fomc 
time.  The  different  parties,  all  equally  fear-r 
ing  to  be  the  fir  ft  to  manifeft  the  impreffion 
which  this  event  made  upon  them,  ftared 
round,  endeavouring  to  penetrate  into  one 
another's  thoughts.  Silence  was  at  length 
broken  by  Regnaut  de  St.  Jean  d'Angely^ 

a  Deputy 
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a  Deputy  of  tKe  Tiers-'Etat^  of  middling 
talents,  but  a  Member  of  the  Cote-Gauche^ 
and  confcquently  fiding  with  the  Conflitu- 
tional  Party  and  that  of  the  Jacobins.  He 
firft  fpoke  of  the  courage,  coolnefs,  and 
tranquillity  which  the  Affembly  muft  dilplay 
to  fave  the  empire  on  this  occafion,  as  they 
had  faved  it  by  the  fame  means  two  years 
ago,  after  the  Royal  Sitting  of  the  23d  of 
^une.  He  then  propofed  to  order  the  Mi- 
iiifter  of  the  Interior  to  difpatch  couriers  im* 
mediately  into  all  the  departments,  with  ah 
order  to  all  public  functionaries,  national 
guards,  and  troops  of  the  line,  to  arreft,  or 
caufe  to  be  arretted,  every  perfon  leaving  the 
Kingdom, V  as  well  as  all  ejBfetSs,  arms,  am- 
munition, horfes,  carriages,  gold  and  filver 
coin,.&c.  &c. :  and  in  cafe  the  couriers 
(hould  overtake  the  King,  or  any  of  the 
Royal  Family,  or  thofe  concerned  in  carry- 
ing them  off,  the  faid  public  fundtionaries, 
national  guards,  and  troops  of  the  line 
ihould  be  direded  to  take  the  prompteft 
meafures  to  prevent  the  King  and  Royal 
Family  from  continuing  their  journey. 

This  motion  was  decreed  by  acclamation* 

Several  others  were  afterwards  made  at  once, 

and  produced  fome   moments  of   tumult, 

I  2  *         notwith- 


Il6  ANNALS    OF    THE.         [JvNE^tygl. 

rtotwithftanding  the  repeated  efforts  of  the 
Prefident,  and  moft  of  the  fpeakers,  to  recall 
the  Affembly  to  the  dignity,  and  ferenity 
-which  they  had  fliown  after  the  Royal  Sit* 
ting  of  the  23d  of  June  1789.  At  this 
moment  a ,  nunacrous  mob  was  faid  to  be 
coming  from  the  Pont-Royal  towards  the 
Affembly,  with  an  intention  to  enter  into  the 
JFIalL  Camus ^  frightened,  reprefented  that 
the  moft  urgent  concern  was  to  fccure  the 
tranquillity  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Af- 
fembly; and  moved,  that  the  firft  thing 
done  (hould  be  to  order  the  Commanders  of 
the  public  force  inftantly  to  employ  a  fuffi- 
cient  guard  to  prevent  any  perfons  whatever, 
except  the  Deputies,  from  entering  the  Hall. 
This  motion  was  much  applauded,  and  una- 
nimoufly  adopted.  Chapelier  then  propofed, 
that  the  Members  of  the  department  of  Paris 
and  the  Municipal  Officers  fhould  be  or- 
dered to  inform  the  citizens,  by  a  general 
proclamation,  that  the  Affembly  were  going 
to  proceed  with  the  greateft  difpatcht  and 
without  breaking  up,  to  fecure  order  through- 
out the  Empire,  fo  that  it  might  not  be  dif- 
turbed  by  the  King's  departure.  This  motion 
was  alfo  decreed ;  and  before  ten  o'clock  in 

the 
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the  morning  the  proclamation  of  the  Muni- 
cipality was  ftuck  up  in  all  the  ftreets. 

Carmis  moved,  that  tjie  Minifters^  (hould 
be  fent  for  to  the  Aflembly ;  and  Charles  dc 
Ldmethj  that  M.  de  Rochambeau,  Com-^' 
minder  in  Flanders,  fhould  receive  orders 
to  fet  off  immediately  for  that  frontier,  as  it 
was  the  moft  cxpofed.  A  third  Member 
prbpofed,  tHat  the  Affembly  (hould  give  im- 
mediate orders  that  the  heavieft  artillery  of 
Paris  (hould  be  fired  off  every  ten  minutes  as 
fignals  of  alarm  ;  and  that  the  couriers  who 
were  going  to  fet  out  (hould  carry  orders  on 
their  road  for  firing  at  ftated  diftances  a  fimi- 
Ia!r  alarm.  This  motion  was  at  firft  very 
much  applauded ;  but  the  fear  of  the  effedls 
which  fo  general  an  alarm  might  occa(ion, 
caufed  the  meafure  to  be  rejected.  Fear  at 
firft  had  evidently  feized  the  majority  of  the 
Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche :  it  was  not  fo 
with  thofe  of  the  Cote-Droit.  Their  fert- 
oiifflcfs  and  filence  (ho wed  that  they  were 
Bneafy  as  to  the  iflfue  of  this  crifis ;  but  a  ray 
of  hope  was  alfo  feeii  to  pierce  through  that 
Uneafineis. 

An  Aid-de-Camp  of  M.  de  la  Fayette"^ 

(M.  de  'Romeuf)  prefented  himfelf  at-  the 

^,  and  ftatcd,  that  hiving  received  ain  order 

'  '  I  3  from 
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fiDm  the  General,  which  enjoined  him  to  fet 
off  immediately  t6  inforai  all  good  citizens 
that  the  King  had  been  carried  off  by  the 
enemies  of  the  public,  and  to  order  them  to* 
ufe  evfery  means  to  oppofe  his  departure;  he 
was  going  to  execute  this  order,  but  the 
workmen  employed  at  the  foot  of  the  Pont 
Louis  XVL  had  pulled  him  ojfF  his  horfe, 
and  had  treated  him  very  ill,  and  that  they  had 
ufed  in  the  fame. manner  one  of  his  comrades^ 
who  was  ftill  irf  their  hands,  and  for  whom 
he^  implored  the  proteftion  of  the  Affcmbly. 
The  Prefident  was  authorifed  to  add  to  the 
order  given  by  M.  de  la  Fayette  to  M 
Romeuf^  a  particular  order  from  the  Affem- 
bly,  and  to  fend  two  of  their  Members  with, 
a  tipftafFto  refcue  the  Officer  who  had  b^a 
ilopped,  and  to  enable  him  to  continue  his 
journey.  At  the  fame  moment  it  was  an- 
nounced,  that  M.  de  la  Fayette  was  arrefted 
by  the  people,  at  the  Greve;  and  the  Prefix 
dent  was  authorifed  by  acclamation  to  fcaad 
fix  Commiffioners  ,to  refcue  and  bring  him 
to  the  Afferhbly,  **  J  beg  the  National  Af- 
^*  fcmbly,'*  faid  Rewbell,  **  to  prefervc  the 
,*^  courage  which  they  have  always  fhown. 
•*  M.  de  la  Fayetie  wiU  ihortly  be  here.  I 
^*  beg  thj?  Prc^fident  to  aik  him  whether  for 

*•  feveral 
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*5  fevcral  weeks  paft  the  Officers  on  guard 
**  had  not  received  an  order  not  to  let  the 
**  King  go  out  after  midnight.  An  Officer 
**  who  fays  he  was  on  guard  declares,  that 
*•  he  had  received  that  order.  It  was  cer- 
**  tainly  founded  on  fomething;  and  it  is 
*'  right  to  knqw  upon  what/'  The  fpesiker, 
interrupted  by  violent  murmurs  from  the 
Cote-Gauche^  began  to  anfwer  the  interrupt 
tion  thus:  "1  think.  Gentlemen,  you  arc 
*  *  afraid :  *' — but  new  murmurs  prevented  his 
continuing.  Barnave  then  fpoke,  and  re-^ 
prefented  that  it  was  of  the  utmoft  moment 
to  attach  popular  confidence  to  thofe  who 
deferved  it,  in  order  to  have  a  centre  of  exe- 
cution, and  to  put  the  public  force  in  a 
ftate  to  aft.  He  extolled  the  patriotifm  of 
M.  de  la  Fayette^  who,  he  fkid,  deferved  and 
ought  to  have  every  confidence.  He  re- 
moved the  fufpicions  which  RerwbeWs  mo- 
tion might  have  created ;  and  concluded  with 
movingy  that  the  citizens  (hould  be  ordered 
to  keep  themfelves  armed,  but  to  wait  per- 
fedly  filent  and  motionlefs  till  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  Nation  Ihould  have  occafion 
to  call  them  into  adlion,  and  fhould  \m^ 
prcfs  upon  them  that  which  th^y  fhould 
follow^  This  motiori  was  generally  ap- 
I  4  plaud«d|5 
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plaudcd.  It  was  fcarccly  decreed,  when 
they  heard  that  M.  de  Cazales  was  arretted 
by  the  people,  and  that  his  hfe  was  in  danger. 
The  Affembly  fhowed  the  fame  concern  for 
him  as  they  had  done  for  M.  de  la  Fayette  ; 
fix  Commiflioners  were  immediately  fent  to 
deliver  him.  Their  number  would  have 
been  much  more  confiderable  if  the  Prefident 
had  named  all  who  requefted  to  go. 

The  Minifters  of  Juftice,  of  the  Interior, 
of  War,  of  the  Marine,  and  of  the  Public 
Contributions,  appeared  fucceflivejy  at  the' 
bar,  and  were  introduced  into  the  middle  of 
'the  Hall.  Before  they  were  heard  the  Af^ 
fembly  proceeded,  on  the  motion  of  Chape- 
Her,  to  draw  up  into  form  the  different 
motions  already  admitted,  and  paffed  the 
following  decree : 

**  The  l^ational  Affembly  declare  to  the 
'*  citizens  of  Paris,  and  to  all  the  inhabitants 
**  of  the  Empire,  that  the  famq  firmnefs 
**  which  they  have  fhewn  in  the  midil  of 
**  all  the  difficulties  which  have  accompa- 
**  nied  their  labours,  fhall  direct  their  deli- 
*•  berations  on  the  occafion  of  the  carrying 
«*  off  of  the  King  and  Royal  Family ;  they 
**  inform  all  the  citizens,   that  the  main- 

♦'  tcnance 
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**  tenance  of  the  Conftitution  and  fafety  of 
**  the  Empire  never  more  imperioufly  rc- 
**  quired  good  order  and  public  tranquillity  • 
**  that  the  National  Affembly  have  taken 
"  the  moft  a6tive  meafures  to  difcover  thofc 
*•  who  have  been  guilty  of  carrying  off  the 
**  King  and  Royal  Family;  that  they  (hallj 
"  without  interruption  in  their  Sittings,  em-- 
"  ploy  every  meafure  for  preventing  the 
**  public  from  fuffering  by  this  event.  That 
*^  all  the  citizens  ought  entirely  to  leave  to 
*•  them  the  cares  which  the  fafety  of  the 
**  Empire  requires:  and  that  whatever  may 
*•  excite  difturbances,  alarm  individuals,  or 
**  menace  property,  will  be  the  more  guilty, 
*'  as  by  fuch  proceedings  liberty  and  the 
•*  conftitution  would  be  endangered. 

**  They  ordain,  that  the  citizens  of  Paris 
^*  fliould  hold  themfelvcs  in  readinefs  to  a6V 
^*  for  the  maintenance  of  public  order,  and 
•*  the  defence  of  the  country,  according  to 
•*  the  orders  which  (hall  be  given  them 
*•  purfuant  to  the  decrees  of  the  National 
♦*  Affembly. 

••  They  ordain,  that  the  Magiftrates  of 
**  the  Department,  and  the  Municipal  Of- 
•*  ficers,  ftiould  immediately  caufe  this  decree 
••-to  be  publilhed,  and  that  they  attend  to 

«•  the 
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*f  the   preieryation    of    the    public    tran- 


M.  df,LeJfart^  whofe  part  it  wa?^  a&  Mi- 
nifler  of  the  Interior,  to  qaufc  this  decree  and 
all  thpfe  ajrpady;  pstfled  to  be  promulgated^ 
obtained  leave  to  fp?a|c^  and  requefted  the* 
Affembly  to  jpiiji  two  of  their  Men)ber3  with 
him,  thaf  he  might  concert  with  them  the. 
ipeafures  which  the  execution  of  tjie  decrjees 
might  requirie :  but  the  impoflibility  of  re- 
concijipg  jrefponfibility  Avith  inviolability 
caufed  this  requeft  to  be  rgeAed, 

The  Mipifter  of  Juftice  fo|icited  a  decifion 
to  authorife  him  to  f^al  thp  decrees :  for, 
having  received  the  Seal  from  the  King's 
hands  without  any  interference  of  the  Af- 
fembly, npthing  now  l?ut  an  acSt  of  the  fove- 
reign  will  of  the  Nation  could  authorife  him 
to  affix  the  S^al  without  the  King's  confcnt, 
ajid  indeed  contrary  to  his  orders :  *'  For," 
^ded  he,  ''  M.  (U  I9  Porte  lliew?d  me  this 
**  morning  a  memorial  written  with  the 
**  King's  own  hand,  concluding  with  a 
**  poftfcript,  in  which  his^  Majefty  forbids 
**  his  Miaifters  to  iign  any  order  in  his 
**  name  before  they  y^eive  farther  dircc- 
''  tions  from  hiiW;  and  ip  which  he  enjoins 


*^  me 
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**  mc  to  fend  him  the  State  Scsl  wbai  re- 
•*  quiredvon  his  part/* 

The  Affembly  deliberating  on  this  requcft, 
and  upon,  the  different  motions  which  it 
fuggefled,  decreed,  that  provifionally,  and- 
until  it  •fhould  be  other  wife  ordained,  their 
decrees  (hould  be  put  in  execution  by  the 
Minifters ;  that  the  Minifter  of  Juftice  is 
enjoined  to  fign  them  and  affix  the  State  Seal 
to  them ;  that  there  fhall  be  no  occafion  for 
the  King's  fanftion  or  acceptance ;  and  that 
the  faid  decree  Ihall  preferve  the  title  of  law. 

This  deliberation  was  interrupted,  by  the 
reading  of  a  letter  written  by  M.  de  Morii^. 
ynorin  to- the  Minifter  of  Juftice,  to  let  him 
know  that  he  was  blocked  up  in  his  own 
houfe  by  the  People.  The  Aflembly  im^ 
mediately  charged  their  Prefident  to  give  the 
neceflary  orders  that  M.  de  Montmorin 
might  come  in  fafety  to  join  his  colleagues, 
whom  they  authorifed  to  aflemble  in  the 
Hotel  of  ^  the  State  Seal  (the  Chancery),  to 
deliberate,  arid  to  fign  proclanaations,  and  all 
other  ads  of  adminiftration.  They  decreed 
at  the  fame  time,  that  Tkf .  de  la  Porte  fhoukk 
be  immediately  ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar, 
to  acquaint  the  Aflembjy  with  the  memorial 
left  by  the  King. 

2  At 
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At  that  moment  M.  Bdilly  and  M.  de  la 
Fayette,  who  had  been  long  impatiently  ex- 
pedled,  entered  the  Affembly.  M.  de  la 
Fayette  going  to  place  himfelf  by  the  fide  of 
Camus  J  received  a  crofs  brutal  reception  from 
him.  **  Let  us  have  no  regimentals  here/* 
faid  he,  rifing  with  fury  ;  **  we  ought  to  fee 
**  no  regimentals  in  this  Affembly.*'  This 
favage  infult  could  not  be  very  encouraging 
to  M.  de  la  Fayette,  who,  and  with  reafon, 
was  n^t  yet  much  at  eafe.  Several  of  his 
friends  rifing  together  went  and  fat  by  him^, 
murmuring  violently  againfl:  Camus ;  who, 
far  from  being  difconcerted  by  it,  maintained 
that  M.  de  la  Fayette  ought  only  to  be  con-* 
fidered  as  Commander  of  the  National 
Guard.  "  He  only  attends  here,**  added  he,. 
**  to  give  us  an  account  of  his  condudt/* 
The  cries  feveral  times  repeated  of.  To  the 
Bar!  To  the  Bar!  fupported  this  obferva- 
tion;  and  notwithfl:anding  the  civil  expla- 
nation of  the  Prefident,  who  endeavoured  to 
prove  to  CarruuSj  that  the  decree  which  for- 
bade deliberating  in  regimentals  was  not  ap- 
plicable to  the  prefent  circumftances,  Af.  de 
la  Fayette  went,  as  well  as  M.  Bailly,  and 
fiit  with  the  Minifters  on  chairs  placed 
before  the  bar. 

'  Adrien 
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Adrien  Duport  then  rofe  to  fpeak  in  the 
name  of  the  Commiflion  fent  to  the  Munici- 
pality, and  reported,  that  they  had  remarked 
in  the  People,  in  the  midft  of  the  profound 
grief  painted  on  all  countenances,  and  which 
was  the  neceflary  refult  of  circumftances,  a 
difpofition  to  peace  and  union,  and  a  full  and 
entire  confidence  in  the  National  Affembly:. 
*'  We  did  not  find,"  added  he,  ^*  the  public 
**  tranquillity  difturbed  by  any  cry,  by  any 
**  wrangling.  We  perfonally  received  in  our 
"  way,  as  Members  of  the  National  Affem- 
"  bly,  multiplied  teftimonies  of  refpedt  and 
**  confidence.      We  think   we   can    aflure 
*•  you,    that  you  may   with    fecurity  take 
**  the  meafures  that  your  patriotifm  and  your 
**  prudence  fhall  fuggeft,  and  that  you  may 
*^  depend  upon  being  feconded  by  the  cou- 
••  rage  and  zeal  of  all  the  citizens.     On  no 
**  occafion  perhaps  have  they  Ihown  a  greater 
f*  attachment  to  the  Affembly/* 

This  report  was  confirmed  by  the  mcflages 
which  the  Prefident  every  minute  received 
from  the  different  fedions  of  Paris,  and  by 
the  teftimonies  of  confidence  and  fubmiffioh 
given  by  their  Deputations  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  receive  them.  Thus  the  Al^ 
fembly,  having  their  fears  of  the  dangers  in 

which 
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which  fo  ferioiis  a  crilis  might  have  involved 
them  fully  removed,  beheld  without  dread 
the  height  at  which  they  found  thcmiclves 
placed ;  and  from  that  moment  maintained 
themfclves  there  in  an  attitude  truly  noble 
and  commanding* 

When  Adrien  Duport  had  finiflied  his 
fpeech,  M.  de  la  Fayette  moved/ that  the 
National  Affembly  Ihould  admit  to  their 
bar  the  Officer  of  the  National  Guard  charg- 
ed with  the  guard  at  the  Tuileries  the. pre- 
ceding night,  and  hear  his  account  of  fomfe 
circumftances  relative  to  the  great  crime 
which  had  been  committed.  *'  I  take  upon 
**  myfelf  alone/*  added  he,  *^  all  the  re- 
•*  fponfibility  of  an  Officer,  whofe  zeal  and 
**  \  patriotifm  are  as  well  known  to  me  as  my 
**  own.  Permit  me  alfo  to  fay,  that  the 
**  difpofitjons  <hown  by  the  National  Guard 
•*  are  to  me  the :  greateft  proof  that  the 
"  French  People  are  'worthy  of  liberty,  and 
•'  that  nothing  can  deprive  them  of  it  *." 

'  *  Poor  M.  de  Id  Fayttte  had  not  yet  very  clear  ideas  of 
liberty,  and  was  no  better  judge  of  people  worthy  of  it. 
Experience  muft  have  taught  him,  that  a  Nation  never 
returns  from  licentioufnefs  to  liberty,  without  paffing 
through  dcfpotifm  ;  and  that  pdflage  may  be  along  one* 

The 
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The  Oflicer  (M.  de  Gouvion)  introduced 
at  the  bar  reported,  that  (m  Saturday  the 
nth  of  Jtmc,  Whitfun-eve,  a  Commander 
x)f  a  battalion  of  the  hfatiorial  Guard  carte 
to  hhn  and  inforrticd  him,  that  there  we)ic 
appearances  in  the  Palace  of  the  Tuileries 
which  indicated  an  intention  in  the  Queen 
to  go  away,  and  to  take  with  her  the  Dau^ 
pkin  and  Madame  Roy  ale  ^'  and  he  faid  that 
he  recei^d  this  information'  from  a  cbnfideti- 
tial  pcrfdn,  a  lady,  whom  he  named;  that 
the  following  day  this  Commander  intro- 
duced him  to  that  pcrfon,  who  faid  there 
was  a  gallery  communicating  with  the  apart- 
ment formerly  M.  de  Vzllequiers\  through 
which  it  was  the  Queen^s  intention  to 
efcape,  and  that  double  keys  to  the  doors  of 
that  apartment  were  already  made.  ^*  We 
*•  went,**  continued  he,  **  and  gave  an  ac- 
**  count  of  this  to  the  Comtftander-in 
**  Chief,  who  ordered  us  to  redouble  our 
•*  vigilance.  Under  different  pretences  I 
**  kept  at  my  houfe  twenty  Officers  6f  the 
'*  National  Guard,  who  were  charged  ^o 
•*  walk  all  night  in  the  courts  and  in  the 
**  garden.  The  four  following  days  our  m- 
**  formation  was  confirmed  to  me  with  more 
•*  circumftantial  particulars.    The  King  had 

•*  never 
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**  never  been  mentioned  to  me  on  this  occa* 
/*  fion,  but  only  the  Queen  and  the  Dauphin, 
**  I.  can  prove  that  I  had  always  five  Officers 
^«  of  the  National  Guard,  who  were , parti- 
*«  cularly  charged  to  watch  M.  de  Ville^ 
•*  quier^s  door,  which  I  was  told  was  that 
♦«  through  which  the  Queen  was  to  pafs. — 
<*  On  Friday,  the  brother  of  the  perfon  who 
•*  had  given  us  the  information,  came  to 
*«  my  houfe  and  confirmed  every  particular. 
*«*  I  told  him  that  I  had  promifed  his  fifter 
**  to  be  fecret,  and  I  begged  him  to  entreat 
«•  her  to  abfolve  me  from  my  promife,  that 
**  I  might  communicate  the  circumftance  to 
•  *  *  the  Mayor,  that  he  might  take  the  neceflary 
**  precautions,  I  did  not  fee  this  lady  after- 
**  wards.  On  Saturday  evening,  a  Volunteer 
^  Grenadier  of  the  National  Guard  came  to 
«*  my  houfe,  and  told  me  that  he  had  juft  left 
«•  the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  where  he  had 
•«  mlade  a  declaration  to  M.  de  Sillery,  and 
**  which!  found  was  word  for  word  what 
**  I  had  been  told.  I  went  the  following 
**  day  to  M.  de  la  Fayette's  and  to  the 
**  Mayor's,  to  communicate  to  them  the  dc- 
"  nunciation  which  had  been  made  to  the 
"  Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  according  to 
*•  which,  probably  the  Committee  will  give 

*•  them 
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**  them  orders.      Yeftcrday  morning,  the 

**  imcafmcfs    increafing,    I    went    to     the 

**  Mayor's  houfe;    he  had  affcniblcd  the 

**  Officers  of  the  Court  of  the  Palace.     I 

**  entreated  him  to  fend  two  of  thofe  Grcn- 

•*  tlemen  to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  to 

**  tell   them  that  I  was    furc  that  on  laft 

^  Saturday  they  had   received  this   denun- 

*•  ciation,  and  that  I  thought  they  would 

•*  have    communicated    the    fame    to    the 

**  Mayor  and  the  Commander-in-Chief.-— 

**  But  thefe  Gentlemen  did  not  find  any 

**  body  at  the  Chamber  of  the  Committee 

**  of  Inquiry  at  that  hour,  nor  when  they 

*  *  went  again  at  nine  or  ten  o'clock  in  the 
**  evening.  About  eleven  o'clock  I  received 
**  frefti  information  refpe<Sling  this  efcape, 
**  and  I  charged  a  confidential  perfonto 
*^  communicate  to  the  Mayor  the  note 
**  which  contained  it.  He  fent  for  the 
**  Commander-in-Chief,  who  ftationed  mc 
**  at   the   Tuilerics.      There,    m    his  prc- 

*  •  fence,  I  gave  orders  that  all  the  gates  and 
**  doors  fhould  be  carefully  kept  fhut,  cx- 
**  cept  the  door  of  the  Princes'  Court. — • 
•*  Two  Colonels,  a  Captain,  an  Adjutant, 

*  •  and  an  Officer  of  a  company  of  the  Centrt 
•*  were  all  night  in  the  court  of  tbo^  Palace 

Vol.  IV.  K  "and 


•f  ftnd^^l^.itJoQiiby  jfi^  was. 

**  hadgyrfn  me  the  infprnjation,  the:p[^w<j 
*'  :oJF  tjb^  !4^B6rm!^f-.  She^told  mc  that j;hey 
**  had  gQtt«  t^rowgii  the  dpQrjpp.i?tiiQAed,/  ^ 
*\^nfwefed^  t^t  it  was  i^poffible,  J)e- 
**  caufeall  the  Guard  could  certify  ihatcjkir** 
V  l^g  ^^^  ^hol^,  night  it  had  been  guar^led 
"by  five,  ^Officers,  of  whom  I  made 
«•  one/'  ;^ 

Aftej::he^ingtfeis  recital,  whichji.  Bailfy 
confirxniEd;withoj^t  adding  any  thing  .tor  it, 
the  Affqmbly  -  apprpved^  of  a .  refolution 
whidi  the  Dipc^lory  <>f  the  P^partmeat  had 
^kffkf  ^qd'^by  which  they  enjoined  the  Mu- 
nkipaiity  of  Faris  immediately  tq  ?if{ix  ftals 
oij;  the  apartqcieaits  of  the  Tttileries  and 
Luxembpux;g  ;  to  eqc^mine  if  any  fecret  out- 
lets'l^j^-beeii  cpntriv^ed  at  the  Tuikriesi 
to. keep  in.  confinemjgnt  till  further  order, 
and  intCTrogate,  tbq  perfons  refiding  in  the 
Palace|:^nd  to  prevent  any  perfons  fjjoni 
leaving  Park  that  day.  ;  .  .  .  . 
.  Af.  de  I^ontmorin:  at  laftj  arrivedj  and 
haying  taken  his  placp,  faid,  that. he  came 
in..confec|uence  of  the  orders  of  the  Af- 
fepiblyi   that  jhe^Jl;^  flptWng  p>    inform 


them  of  ^  that  he  could  only  aiTute  them  of 
his  deep  afflkfHon.  The  Prefidait  invited 
him  to'^in  the  otlier  Miniftcfs,  to  concert 
with  vthem  the  meafures  to  be  taki^  ii^  th^ 
prefent  circumftances,  and  to  fee  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  decrees  which  the  Aflembly 
hadjufl:  paffed  to  fecure  the  tranquillity  of 
the  Kingdom/ 

Count  d^Affri  appeared  at  the  fame  time 
at  the  bar,  accompanied  by  five  or  iix  Staff 
Officers  belonging  to  the  Swifs  Guards.-— 
He  fpoke  fomc  fentences,  -which  the  Weak* 
ncfs.  of  his  voice  prevented  from  being 
heard,  and  which  the  Prefident  repeated  i  in 
the  following  terms :  **  M.  A^^Affril  whoft 
^*  long  fer vices,  and  great  a'^e,  p>«tent  iPiitti 
**  from  making  himfelf  eafify  beard^  i*\  the 
**  different  parts  of  the  Hall,*  has  juft  ^x^ 
••  preffed  to  the  National  Affembly  hisfide- 
^*  lity  towards  the  Nation.  He  alfo  anfwers 
*'  for  the  fidelity  of  his  Staff,  whofe  pa^ 
**  triotifm  may  be  relied  upon.  He  declares 
^*tliat  tee  will  obey  only  the  orders  of  the 
♦•  Aflcmbly  >  that  he  looks  upon  himfelf 
**  iiot^as.  k  Foreigner,  but  as  a  French  Of- 
**  ficcrj:  ami -that  he  (hall  think  it  his  duty 
♦*  tiord^jfor  the  country.  He  alfo  entreats, 
**-  tbatj  cibpficfcriiig  his  gfeat  age,  he  may  be 

::.!**  K  2  '\   fuc- 
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•*.  fii^ceeded  by  the  Officer  next  to  him  iA 
f  *  rank,  and  whafe  fentiments  are  the  fanie 
•*  as  his."  General  and  repeated  applaufes 
teftified  the  fatisfadion  of  the  Aflcmbly  at 
thefe  ^hcouraging   affurances. 

After  a  few  minutes  more  fpent  in  mo- 
tions of  little  importance,  the  Prefident  ob^^ 
ferved,  that  if  no  perfon  had  any  propofid 
to  make  relative  to  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  the  Affembly  would  perhaps  think 
proper  to  pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day,  till 
the  Committees  .were  ready  to  make  a  report 
on  the  diflerent  objeds  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  them.  There  was  a  dignity  in  this 
condu<5t*  The  Affembly  were  fehfible  of  it^ 
and  did  not  hefitate  to  adopt  it;  They  de- 
creqd  4n  article  of  the  penal  code,  and  the 
repoJtei:  was  proceeding  to  the  next,  when 
M.  de  la  Porte  was  aunounced;  He  was  in- 
troduced to  the  bar,  and  faid  : 


**  This  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  a  fer- 
,  vant  belonging  to  the  apartments  of  the 
Kin;g's  chief  Valet-de-Chambre  delivered 
a  packet  to  me,  which  I  opened,  and  found 
a  note  from  his^Majefty,  and  a  memorial 
written  with  his  own  hand,  of  which 
I  read    only  the  firft   aiid  laft  page. — 

*'  I  im- 


Cc 
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•/  I  immediately  went  to  the  Keeper  of  the 

**  Seal,  to  communicate  thefe  papers  to  him, 

**  and  afterwards  to  the  Pj-efident,  whom  I 

♦*  did  not  find,  at  home." 

It  was  then  propofed  that  the  note  and  the 
memorial  (honld  be  read;  but  M.  de  la  Porte 
expreffing  a  defire  that  the  note,  which  was  ad- 
dreilcd  individually  to  himfelf,  might  not  be 
publicly  read,  the  Aflerably  complied  with  his 
rei^ueft,  and  it  was  returned  to  him.  The  me^ 
morial  was  given  to  one  of  the  Secretaries, 
who  read  it*.  When  finiftied,  Ba^rnave 
obferved,  that  this  memorial  was  of  too 
much  importance  to  be  depofited  in  the 
hands  of  any  member  of  the  Aficmbly,  or 
even  in  thofe  of  a  Committee^  before  the 
charader  of  the  paper  wasafcertained.  He 
moved  in  confequence,  that  in  the  firft  place 
M.  de  la  Porte  Ihould  fign  a  declaration  at- 
tefting  the  manner  in  which  he  had  received 
this  memorial^  andthe  depofithe  had  made  of 
it ;  and  that  the  fignature  of  the  Prefident,  or 
of  a  Secretary,  fhould  be  affixed  to  each  fheet 
to  prove  its  authenticity.    He  alfo  propofed, 

♦  Sec  Appendix,  Np.  xvii. 

K  3  that 
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that  iffl  the  Mifitary'  Commanders  m  Paris* 
fhouM  be  ordered  that  day  to  the  bar,  t6  tike 
their  oaths  of  obedience  to  the  Affembly, 
and  receive  their  orders.  The  Affimbly  re-' 
ferred  this  Tecond  propofition  to  the  Military 
Comhiittee,  decreed  the  ft>rmer  motion,  iand 
flif^hded  bufineft  for  one  hour*  tt  Was  theti 
fbur  o*cloick  in  the  afternoon  J 

On  refuming  blifinefs,  it  was  reported  to 
the  AflehiWy  that  the  Ambalfadors  from 
Foreign  Powers  manifefted  fomeuneafin^s. 
After  fome  debates  concernfng  what  ought 
tx)  be  done  in  this  refpedt^  the  following  De- 
(irec  was  adopted  i 

'*  The  National  Affembl/  (the  King  be* 

**  ing'  abfent)  order  ttie  Minifter  for  Foreign 

*'  Affairs  to  acquaint  the  Ambaffadors  from 

"  Foreign  Powers    refident  at  Paris,    and 

*^  alfo  the  Ambaffadors  of  France  Vefiding 

*^*  at  Foreign  Courts,  with  the  intention  of 

**  the  Freneh  Nation  to  coivtinue  with  the 

'*  ref^edtive  Courts  and  States  that  corrcf- 

^*  pondence    of    amity   and    good    under- 

•  *  ftariding  which  has  hitherto  exifted  ;  and 

**  to   inform  the   Foreign  Minifters,    that 

"  they  are  to  fend  to  him  the  official  notes 

''  with 


*.*  itith  which  tliey  iwy  W  commifiu)ftW*by* 

,r;:.  i^  :^  -:.,4  i     *•'••  ^     /      i  '.  '"'       .•:*.* 

C*d|ffex  <i<?  Lamith\'  itt  thiis  cfebbfc,  ob^^ 
ferV«l  with  juftkc,  that  thfcy  coukl  fpedk  no 
longer  of  the  King's  being  carried  off,  after 
ha^^ifig  llean)  his  memorial ;  but' he  adiied^ 
with  his  ufual  infolencfeV  that  tfeey  ought-  to 
uie  the  wwd  fiight^  inft^ad  of  tfee  exprcf- 
fion  carried  ^^^as  if  the  multiplied  Outrages 
which  had  reduced  Louis  XVI.  to  that  fatal 
extremity  had  not  alre^ly  renderfed  the  Af- 
&mbly  fufficiently  guilty^  or  as  if  they 
wanted  to  have  reCburfe  td^  that  further 
crime  to  ftrengthen  their  popularity.         * 

The  deliberation  relative  to  the  Decree  I 
htfve  reported  being  concluded,  the  Commit-' 
tec  of  Hnances^  prefented  the  accoUftt  de- 
manded from  them  relative  to  the  ftatft  of*  the 
Public  Treafury,  and  of  the  funds  for  ex- 
traordii«ry  expertces  {Caijfe  deVEodraor'^ 
dtnaire).  This  report  was  followed  by  thd 
leading  of  a  Rdfoliition  of  the  Sed:ion  of 
the  Ctoix  roug^y  in  which  they  declared 
their- rej^e&^  and  their  fidelity  to  the  AJfem^ 
kfy^nndfrmdfedobeditnceto  all  the  De^ 
cteesj  xjohUhtr fmBioned  or  not,  and  not^ 
K  4  withjlanding 
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tdthftanding.  the  Kmg\s  Memorial.  The 
AfTcmbljr,  after manifefting,  b^th&Uveti^ft 
applaufc,  the  joy  this  Refohition  gave  them, 
proudly  paiied  again  to  the  order  of  the  d^y^ 
and  decreed  two,  new  articles  of  the  penal 
code. 

M.  de  I^chambeau  now  appeared  at  the 
bar,  and  repeated  the  fame  afTuranc^s  of 
zeal,  fidelity,  and  entire  fubmifiion  that 
the  Scdion  of  the  Croix  rouge  h»d  given  in 
their  Refolution,  and  obtained  the  fame  apf 
plaufes.  .  His  example  was  imnoediately  fol- 
lowed by  almoft  all  the  General  OflSxrers  ^d 
Colonels  in  commiffion,  who  were  members 
of  the  Cote-Gauche  of  the  Aflcmbly,  and 
fuggcfted  the  idea  of  drawing  up  a  new 
form  of  an  oath  fuitable  to  the  occaiion^  to 
be  fent  to  the  Army,  after  all  the  Deputies 
holding  military  commiilions  fhould  have 
taken  it.  This  propofal  was  unanimoully 
decreed  by  the  members  of  the  Cote-Gauche: 
thofe  of  the  Cote^Droit  took  no  part  in  the 
determination.  The  Military  Commitfieei 
were  charged  to  draw  up  and  prefent,  dur- 
ing the  prefent  Sitting,  the  new  form  of 
the  oath.  While  they  were  empk)yed  upon 
it,  the  Deputies  of  the  Department  of  the 

Diftrid, 


Diftrift  and  of  rite  Munkipality  of  Vet- 
failles  were  introduced  to  riie  bar,  and  de- 
livered ttic  following  addrefs  : 

*•  Tlie  King's  departure  is  a  painful  event 
**  to  all  Frenchmen ;  but  if  the  King  has 
**  abaifdotoed  his  poft  the  National  Affem- 
**  bly  will  have  the  courage  to  prcferve 
**  theirs.  The  Department  of  the  Seine  and 
**  Oife,  the  Diftrid:,  the  Courts  of  Juftice, 
**^  and  the  Deputies  of  the  Sedlions  of  the 
*•  Town,  havmg  affembled  in  the  Town- 
**  Houfe  of  Verfailles,  and  being  all  of  one 
**  opinion,  unanimoufly  refolvcd,  that  four 
"  Deputies  fhould  inftantly  repair  to  the  ' 
•*  National  Affembly,  to  teftify  to  therti  the 
**  confidence  which  is  their  due,  and  at  this 
**  moment  neceffary,  and  to  affure  them  ' 
•*  that  they  confider  the  Conftituent  Body 
**  as  the  centre  around  which  all  French-^ 
**  men  will  rally,  and  who,  faithful  to  their 
**  oath,  will  make  every  facrifice  to  main- 
"  tain  the  Conftitution  of  the  Kingdom/* 

This  addrefs,  worthy  the  infamous  con- 
dudl  of  this  difloyal  Town  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolution,  was  moft  fa- 
vourably received  in  the  Affembly.     They 

ordpred 


cnjj^d  it  to  be  printcrd,  ti*id ;  mfs^md  ixk.  tlic- 
siji^i|$fl%  iipiily  perfuadrd  ib«^  al^  ij»er  other; 
Departments  wotiid  ha^cn  ta/<>^3Vt^^eJC*' 
ample  of  that  of  Vcrfailles, 
^  Tm  fQT^Q^  j^lx^  coQlidenjl^e  m>d  &qi)!|ty  of 
tbffi  AStmhly^  Alexander  4e  L^mcth  pro** 
pq^^in  itbc  naote  ^3  t^c  MitoshryiiAd^Coni: 
mtoAMnal  Committ^s;  a  piao  ;foif  a  Decree 
Hsndif^  to  prepare  for  fcrvice  »1I  the  Na-* 
tjcmal  Gdards  throughout  the  Kingdom*  atid 
to  form  of  them  ian  drmy  of  three  0/  four  hun* 
orcdthoufandmen/at  thefdr(pofa]  oftbeNa-* 
tion.  This  Decree  was  uoanimoufly  adoplbd. 
Althoiigh  the  .Sitting  continued  the  bufi- 
'ttcfe  of  the  .Ai&mbly  was*  ibfpended  for 
a  ihort'time,  at  ten  o'cIcMsk  at  night,  at 
mifinight,  and  at,  five  o*clock  in  the  morn- 
ifig,  a  great  number  of  the  members  aK 
way^  jcemaining,  in  the  ^all.  Th<j  .fiiK 
je<as  oit  ivhich  tbey  were  engaged  during 
^.^^  night  were  of  no  great  importanire; 
but  in  t;he  continuation  of  this  Sitting  next 
day;  (Thurfday  22d  June,)  the  reading,  of 
a  letter  from  the  French  Envoy  at  Mentz, 
d^ed  the  15th  of  June,  occaliontd  great 
yneafinefs.  It  gave  an  account  of  the  enter- 
teinments  given  tQ  the  Count  d'Artois,  of 
the  frequent  conferfticffi  he.  held  with  the 
i  <    '  Prince 
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Prince  de  Condc;  of  the  great  concourfc  of 
Emiltants,  and  particularly  Officers  ;  of  the 
arrival  of  almoft  aH  the  Gar des^-du- Corps i 
of  the-  affemWing  of  the.  Magiflrates  of 
thcdiflffercnt  Parliaments ;  of  their  Commit- 
tees, &c.  &c. 

-  MV^Freteau,  who  was  the  informer  andt 
reader  of  this  letter,  faid  that  it  but  too  well 
juftified  the  different  meafures  which  the 
Aflembly  had  taken;  that  it  was  6f' great 
importance  to  accelerate  their  execution,  and 
more  efpedalljr  to  haflen  the  departure  of 
M.  de  Rochambeau. 

Scarcely  was  this  letter  read,  when  a  De- 
putation from  the  new  Court  which  had 
been  fubftituted  for  the  King's  Privy  Coun- 
cil {Trtbunat  de  Cajfation)  were  intro- 
dci(ied  to  the  bar.  The  harangue  pronounced 
by  the  fpeaker  of  this  Deputation  {Garati 
de  Coulon,)  and  the  arifwer  of  the  Prefident 
{Alexander  de  Beaukarnois])  were  worthy 
of  each  other,  and  too  charadcriftic  of  thofe 
two  perfohs,  and  of  the  minds  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  AfTembly,  not  to  be  made  known. 
The  f<5llowing  then  was  the  fpeech  oiGaran 
dc  Coulon :  ' 

*"  Gentlemen,  being  efTentially  attached  to 
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*•  the  National  Affembly  by  the  law  of  our 
•*  eilablifhment,  we  come  in  this  new  ftorai, 
**  which,  like  all  the  others,  will  ferve  but 
*'  to  haften  the  progrcf?  of  the  Conftitution, 
**  of  Liberty,  and  the  Public  Happinefs; 
•*  we  come  to  declare  to  you  our  fubmiflion 
**  to  your  Decrees,  and  to  renew  the  oath  of 
•*  fidelity  to  the  Nation,  and  to  the  Law; 
«•  to  the  Nation,  of  whom  you  are  the 
<•  worthy  Reprefentatives ;  and  to  the  Law, 
•*  which  preferves  all  its  force  and  purity, 
**  as  it  does  not  ceafe  to  be  the  expreffion  of 
««  the  general  will/* 

The  Prefident*s  anfwer  was  : 

;  **  The  National  Aflembly  have  already 
^*  received  teftimonies  of  fidelity  from  feve* 
**  ral  Departments  of  the  Kingdom.  The 
**  wilh  of  the  People  is  manifeft  ;  order  i* 
'•  maintained  in  the  Capital  ;  every  thing 
•*  combines  to  aflure  the  friends  of  Liberty 
*'  that  their  work  fliall  be  refpedted,  and 
**  that  the  gr-cat  event  by  which  its  enemies 
**  have  attempted  in  vain  to  (hake  it^  will 
**  only  ferve  to  prove  to  the  whole  world, 
•'  that  Frenchmen  once  free,  in  confequence 
**  of    their   wifti,    of  their    energy,    and 

of 


«*  .of  thc.cnlightciicd  ftale,  of  the  age,  will 
"  pmfh  to  the  Iuft  man  rather  than  refign 
•'  theN:  freedom.  The  Aflcmbly,  gratified 
•*  with  your  attention,  invijtc  you  to  the 
"fitting/* 

Thefpecch  and  the  anfwer  were  loudly 
and  repeatedly  applauded,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  How  could  the  Aflembly  hear, 
without  calling  the  fpeaker  to  order,  a  new 
form  of  a  civic  oath,  in  which  the  promife 
of  betc^  faithful  to  the  King  was  omitted? 
How  was  it  that  they  were  not  fenfible  that, 
by  receiving  fo  criminal  an  homage  with 
fuch  delight,  they  rendered  thcmfclvcs  ftill 
more  guilty  than  the  villain  who  offered  it  ? 

Till  the  Committees  were  ready  to  prcfent 
ibme  of  the  reports  with  which  they  had 
been  charged,  relative  to  the  iituation  of 
things,  the  Affembly  paffed  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  ordained  feveral  decrtes  con- 
cerning the  new  organization  of  the  navy, 
the  military  works  of  Havre-de-Grace,  the 
fortifications  of  Cherburg,  and  the  execution 
of  the  tariff  of  the  duties  on  colonial  mer* 
clWtfidife.  The  Military  Committer  thfen  pro^ 
pofcd  the  new  form  for  the  oath  which  th^ 
had  been  chargedid  draw  up,  and  moved,  tba* 

Com- 
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fliould'be  ^ant  to  the  frontier  depaortment^; 
ta  adminifter  the  oatii^  in^\i&  tmnxxta^GB  it; 
and  concert  with  the  Adxnitiiftratiye  Bodies 
and  the  Commanders  of  the  troops,  Tuch 
meafures  as  they  fhould  think  proper  for  the 
maintenance  of  public  order  and  the  fifety 
of  the  State.  •    ;  .  .      : 

'  The  new  oath  was  conceived ,  itt  the£p 
fermd': 

•?  I  fwear  to  employ  th*  armis  put  into  my 
^*  bands  for  the  defence  of  the  country^ 
''^  and  to  maintain^  againfl  all  enemies  at 
^*  home  and  abroad,  the  Conftitution:  de«. 
•*;  creed  by  the.  National  Aflembly  ;  to.  die 
^*  rather  tbsn.  fdfer  the  imrafioii  of  ithe 
*•  Frcncb'  territory  by  &reign  ttoops;  aaad 
**  to  obey  fuch  orders  only  as  may  ba  givta 
*•  in  confequcnce  of  the  decrees  jof  the  NjRr 
^»  tional  Aflembly-'* 

The  Committee  joined  to  this  form  a  lift 
of  the  members  of  the;  AfTembly  whom 
they  propofed  to  name  as  Commiflioners  to 
the  dfil^rent  Departments.  AHithefe  articles 
v^ttc  decreed  unahimouily, .  and  with  the 
warmeft  enthiifiaim.     Thfe'Prefident  having 

read 


ttsid  ihc.fbti^iirqf  ;tkaoath»  thcit&embcrs  of 
the  JUkmhif  mhxx:  held  militaiy  offices 
cnbwdedLJbaldie  'Tribiinc  m  anier.to  tai^  it« 
Some  jnembm  of  the  Cote-- Droits  ind  pa#^ 
ticulariy  M-  rf^  ^ttt^n^'^nd  M.  de  -JLuzi^ 
gnan,  attempted  to  pnopofe  fomc  rtftriStons^ 
and  mentioned  the  King^  but  tfiey  were  ndit 
fiefmifted:  to  go  on;  *•  i .  dotlarc;*^  faid  i<fe 
J?refidcnt  to.theiri,  **  that  I  wili  not  f^ai^ 
"  any  on^  ito  fpeaic  till  after  all  thoiH  whof, 
*  *  havmg  hrud  the  foiini^  arc  willii%  to  fvnax 
** -it  pure  and  finely;**       : 

The  Affembly  then  dccieeA  that  the  Dl- 
re&oritt  of  the;  Departments,  the  DidritSls, 
and  the  Mtmicipalities,  in  whole  boundaries 
the.Hou&s  and '/buildings,  comprifed  in  the 
Cisrii  Lifl  vvete  iituated,  (hould  immediaHefy 
caufe  ieals  to  be  alBixed  on  them,!  ib^uld 
take  into  their  bands  the  m^agement  of  the ' 
dwnains  and  other  edates  -comprifed  in  die 
Civil  Lift^  and  (hould  fuperintaid  the 
woods  and  fdreft«  appertaining  to  t:hem,  till 
a  law  rektite  to  the  forells  (hoidd  be  paired. 
It  -is  fomething  extraordinary  that  not  any 
oppofiiion  whiteVOT  was^made  to  thisabo^ 
minable  decree, ,  by  which  die  Ai&mi%^ 
took  into  their  own  hands  all  the  Royal- 
houfes  and  domains  appendant^  to  punifli  the 

.   :;.  King 
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King  for  attempting  to  cfcapc  the.frefh  out- 
xages  refcrved  for  him  by  the  Fadkious. 

Nothing  more  that  was  remarkable  paffed 
at  this  Sitting,  which  kfted  till  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  except  the  reading  of  the  addrefs 
meant  to  ferve  as  an  anfvver  to  the  King's 
Declaration*.  This  paper,  in  which  the 
Affembly  for  the  firft  time  dared  to  take  for- 
mally the  title  of  the  Conjlituerit  Affembly^ 
was  aHb  adopted  with  great  applaufe,  not- 
withilanding  the  infolence,  the  perfidy,  and 
the  notorious  infincerity  which  didated 
every  fentence  of  it. 

The  boldncfs  manifefted  by  the  Affembly 
made  no  great  progrefs  out  of  doors  during 
the  two  firft  days.  Paris  was  calm,  but  it 
was  the  calm  of  ftupor.  The  inhabitants 
flopped  one  another  in  the  ftreets,  and  mu- 
tually put  queftions  with  uncafinefs.  The 
battalions  and  a  part  of  the  people  were  un- 
der arms,  and  feemed  to  be  looking  for  an 
enemy.-  All  the  fhops,  all  places  of  public 
amufement,  were  fhut.  The  travelling  of 
the  public  carriages  was  forbidden.  Pla^ 
cards  from  the  Department,  the  Council- 
General  of  the  Commune,  and  the  Munici- 

♦  Sec  Aj)pcndix,  No.  Xviii. 
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palitj,  were  renewed  every  inftant  to  urge 
the  neceffity  of  tranquillity.  **  What  is 
to  become  of  us  ?*'  it  was  faid.  *'  Why,  in- 
ftead  of  making  France  happy  by  wife  and 
gradual  reforms,  have  we  been  fo  inconfi- 
derately  thrown  into  thefe  new  fyftems, 
which  have  made  a  divifion  between  the' Na- 
tion and  the  King,  and  among  all  the  orders 
of  fociety  ?*' — **  We  (hall  have  a  Repub- 
lic," anfwered  the  agents  of  the  Fadious  ; 
and  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  it,  foma 
-hired  brigands  ran  through  the  ftreets,  fmear* 
ing  all  the  arms,  effigies,  and  names  of  the 
King  ajid  Queen,  and  of  the  Princes,  and 
every  where  effacing  the  Crowns  and  Flcurs- 
de-Li  s. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Royal  Family  ar- 
rived at  Bondi  without  accident,  and,  quit- 
ting the  two  carriages  in  which  they  had  left 
Paris,  they  all  got  into  that  which  the  Count 
de  Ferfen  had  been  commiffiohed  to  g<dL 
made.  Poft-horfes  were  put  to  it,  and  their 
Majefties  took  the  .road  to  Chalons  fur 
Marne,  haying  but  one  Qoach  in  their  fuite, 
and  three  Gwrdes-du-Corps  drefledas  Cou- 
riers, At  the  diftance  of  twelve  pofts  from 
Paris,  owing  to  fome  repair  that  was  neccf- 
fary  to  the  coach  or  hamcis,  their  Majefties 

Vol.  IV*  L  were 
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were  detained  near  two  hours  at  the  fmall 
town  of  Montmirail.  This  delay  was  the 
more  fatal^  as  the  King  did  not  think  of 
fending  notice  of  it  to  the  next  poft  where 
he  was  expe(5tcd,  and  as,  notwithftanding 
the  advice  of  M.  de  Bouille\  his  Majefty 
had  alfo  neglecfted  the  important  precaution 
of  difpatching  a  Courier  fome  hours  before 
him  to  inform  him  of  his  departure.  It  was 
about  half  paft  three  o'clock  when  the 
Royal  Family  arrived  at  Chalons.  ,  Here 
the  Poft-Mafter  knew  the  King,  who,  dur- 
ing the  journey,  was  too  forgetful  of  the 
riik  he  ran  by  (hewing  himfelf.  No  ill  con- 
fequence  refulted  from  this  at  Chalons,  as 
the  Poft-Mafter  proved  to  be  a  worthy  man, 
and  was  filent. 

The  King  when  he  left  Chalons  thought 
he  had  no  further  danger  to  apprehend,  as 
he  expedled  to  find  on  his  road  all  the  way 
to  Montmedy  the  numerous  detachments 
that'  were  to  be  ftationed  there  by  M.  de 
BvuilU;  but  unhappily  the  two  Officers  who 
commanded  at  Pont-Somevelle,  the  next 
poft,  and  who  had  calculated  that  he  muft 
arrive  there  by  four  o'clock  at  the  lateft,  not 
feeing  the  King,  nor  the  Courier,  who  they 
cxpeded  would  come  fome  hours  before  the 

Royal 
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Royal  Family,  concluded  that  fomc  obfta- 
cle  muft  have  prevented  their  Majefties'  de- 
parture ;  and  they  left  that  poll  at  five  o'clock, 
though  they  had  been  exprefsly  ordered  by 
M.  de  Bouille  to  remain  there  the  whole 
day.  Half  an  hour  afterwards,  the  King 
arrived  at  Pont-Somevelle;  but  not  perceiv- 
ing a  fingle  foldier,  he  went  forward,  with- 
out taking  the  precaution  of  fending  on  one 
of  his  guards  to  announce  his  arrival  at  the 
next  poft,  whence  the  intelligence  would 
have  been  forwarded,  according  to  the  or- 
ders of  M.  de  Bouille.  His  Majefty  doubt- 
lefs  imagined  that  the  General,  who  from 
the  beginning  had  exprefled  the  greateft 
unealinefs  concerning  the  fufpicions  and 
alarms  which  the  appearance  of  the  troops 
might  excite  upon  this  road,  had  been  com- 
pelled to  withdraw  them. 

It  was  half  part  feven  in  the  evening 
when  the  Royal  Family  arrived  at  St.  Me- 
nehould,  and  flopped  to  change  horfes.  The 
Officer  who  there  commanded  a  detachment 
of  Dragoons,  furmifing  that  the  carriages 
which  flopped  for  frefh  hoxfes  were  thofe  he 
Was  charged  to  efcort,  attempted  to  draw 
out  his  troop  on  horfeback  ;  but  he  was  pre- 
vented by  the  people,  and  the  flables  where 

L  2  the 


148  ANNALS    OF   THE  [June  1791. 

the  horfes  belonging  to  the  Dragoons  floods 
were  taken  poffeffion  of  and  defended  by 
the  National  Guard.  The  King,  uneafy  at 
not  finding  any  of  the  meafures  on  which 
he  relied  had  been  taken,  imprudently  put 
his  head  out  of  the  carriage  window,  and 
aflked  fome  queftions  relative  to  the  road.— 
It  was  at  that  fatal  moment  that  the  great 
refemblance  of  the  countenance  of  Louis 
XVI.  to  the  engraving  on  the  Affignats 
llruck  the  fon  of  the  Poft-Mafter  of  St.  Me- 
nehould,  who  had  already  gueffcd  that  the 
carriage,  which  was  to  be  efcortal  by  de- 
tachments of  troops  as  if  it  was  conveying 
a  treafure,  contained  fufpe<fled  perfons,  t3n 
going  clofer  to  look  in,  he  thought  he  could 
alfo  diftinguifli  the  Queoi,  and  judged  that 
the  other  travellers  muft  be  part  of  the 
Royal  Family,  or  their  fuitc.  He  was  fur* 
ther  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  when  he 
heard  the  orders  given  to  take  the  road  to 
Varennes,  and  faw  the  Officer  who  com- 
manded the  detachment  fpeaking  very  ani- 
matedly to  one  of  the  Couriers*.  The 
fear,  however,  of  creating  a  falfe  alarm 
kept  him  filent ;  but  as  foon  as  the  two  car- 

♦  Sec  Appendix,  No.  xix. 
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riages  fet  ofF,  he  mounted  on  horfeback  to 
follow  them,  or  rather  to  make  his  way  to 
Varomes  before  them  by  a  crofs-road,  and 
to  caufe  them  to  be  arrcfted  if  his  fufpicions 
Oiould  prove  well  foimded.  Their  Majef- 
tks  again  changed  horfes  at  Clermont  in 
Argonne,  without  experiencing  the  flighted 
difficulty.  M.  de  Damas,  who  commanded 
that  pofl:,  held  his  troop  in  readinefs,  in 
conftant  expe(5lation  of  the  Courier  who 
was  to  inform  him  of  the  King's  arrival  j 
but  that  precaution  hairing  been  negleded  at 
the  pofl:  of  Clermont,  as  at  all  the  others, 
their  Majefties  arrived  there,  and  ftt  out 
again,  without  M.  de  Damasks  knowing  any 
thing  of  it.  However,  in  about  half  an  hour 
after  they  were  gone,  from  the  defcription 
given"  of  the  two  carriages  that  had  jufl: 
4)aired,  and  which  had  taken  the  road  to 
Varennes,  he  had  no  doubt  that  they  were 
the  carriages  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  im- 
mediately gave  his  Dragoons  orders  to 
mount  their  horfes.  The  Diftrid,  the  Mu- 
nicipality, and  National  Guard  of  the  place, 
alarmed  at  this  fudden  and  myfterious  depar- 
ture, oppofed  it  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power.  The  Dragoons,  yielding  to  the  en^ 
treaties  and  threats  of  the  N^itional  Guard, 

L  3  were 


1^0  ANNALS    OF    THE         [Jukb  1791. 

were  bafc  enough  to  abandon  their  com- 
mander, who  was  left  to  fet  out  alone  for 
Varennes,  where  he  arrived  fome  moipents 
after  the  outrageous  arreft  of  their  Majefties, 
on  the  information  of  the  Poft-Mafter  of 
St.  Menehould,  who  had  arrived  above  an 
hour  before  the  Royal  Family* 

This  difaftrous  news  reached  Paris  on  the 
22d  of  June  at  night.  At  ten  o^clock  a 
great  noife  was  heard  in  the  Affembly  ;  and 
amidft  a  thoufand  Ihouts  of  joy  the  words 
**  The  King  is  taken,  the  King  is  arrefied^*^ 
were  diftinguiftied.  At  this  moment  two 
couriers,  announced  by  loud  clappings,  en- 
tered the  Hall,  and  gave  the  Prefident  the 
packets  with  which  they  were  charged.  Be- 
fore he  opened  them  the  Prefident  requefted 
.the  Affembly  to  keep  the  moft  profound 
filence,  and  gave  an  order  to  the  galleries  to 
do  the  fame.  Thefe  packets  contained  a  letter 
from  the  Municipal  OfRcers  of  Varennes, 
Clermont,  and  St.  Menehould,  and  feveral 
■copies  of  orders  given  by  M.  de  BouilLe  for 
the  march  and  ftations  of  the  different  de- 
tachments deftined  to  favour  the  King's  ef- 
cape.  The  reading  of  thefe  papers  was  fol- 
lowed by  feveral  motions.  Thofe  of  the 
l^avutJis  having  obtained  the  majority,  the 
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drawing  up  of  the  decrees  which  they  pro- 
pofed  was  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee}  it  was  finifhed  in  defs  than  ^an#  hour, 
and  the  decrees  palTed  in  the  following 
terms  : 

**  The  National  Aflembly.  having  heard 
**  the  reading,  &c.  &c.  decree  that  the  moft 
**  powerful  and  a6live  meafures  (hall  be 
"  taken  to  fecure  the  King's  perfon,  that  of 
"  the  Heir  Apparent,  and  thofe  of  the  Royal 
'*  Family  by  whom  the  King  is  accom- 
**  panied,  and  to  enfure  their  return  to  Paris. 

**  They  order,  that  for  the  purpofe  of  ex-* 
**  ecuting  the  fame,  M.  Latour  Maubourg^ 
**  M.  Pethioriy  and  M.  BarnavCj  fhall  re- 
**  pair  to  Varennes',  and  wherever  elfe  it 
**  fhall  be  neceffary  for  them  to  go,  with 
'  *  the  title  and  charadler  of  Commiflioners 
*'  of  the  National  Aflembly. 

'*  They  give  them  power  to  call  out  the 
'*  National  Guards  and  troops  of  the  line  j 
**  to  give  orders  to  the  Magiftrates  and  Mu- 
**  nicipal  Bodies,  as  well  as  to  all  officers 
**  civil  and  military  ;  and  generally  to  dt) 
**  and  order  all  that  may  be  neceflary  for  the 
**  execution  of  their  miflions. 

''  They  particularly  recommend  to  them 
L  4  to 
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'*  to  attend  and  fee  that  the  refpeB  due  to 
**  the  royal  dignity  be  maintained. 

**^Thcy  decree  moreover,  that  the  faid 
**  Commiflioners  (hall  be  accompanied  by 
*  *  M.  Dumas ^  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army, 
•'  who  is  charged  to  attend  to  the  execution 
**  of  their  orders/' 

The  fecond  decree  fufpcnded  M.  de 
Bouille  from  all  his  military  offices,  forbade 
every  perfon  from  obeying  him,  and  ordered 
the  Courts  of  Juftice  and  all  Magiftrates  to 
caufe  him  to  be  arretted  and  condudted  to 
Chalons,  and  the  National  Guards  and  troops 
of  the  line,  as  well  as  all  other  citizens,  to  be 
aiding  and  aflifting  in  his  apprehenfion. 

Laftly ,  a  third  decree,  pafled  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  Af.  d^ Andre,  enjoined  the  Depart- 
ment of  Paris,  the  Municipality,  a^nd  the 
Commander  of  the  National  Guard  to  take 
all  neccflary  meafures  for  the  fafety  of  the 
King*s  perfon,  and  of  his  family. 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  (Thurfday, 
23d  June)  the  bufinefs  of  the  Affembly  was 
fufpended,  the  fitting  being  permanent.  At 
half  paft  eight  the  Prefident  again  took  his 
feat,  and  afterwards  walked  in  proceffion 
with  a  great  number  of  Deputies,  it  being 

the 
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the  feftival  called  Flit  Dim.  Th^  were 
attended  by  a  detachment  of  grenadiers  be- 
longing to  the  National  Guard,  who  having 
received  permiifion  to  take,  in  the  prefcnce 
of  the  Affembly ,  the  new  Oath  prefcribed  for 
the  troops,  filed  off  in  the  Hall,  in  the  midft 
of  clapping,  and  to  the  tune  of  the  famous 
revolutionary  air.  Ah  fa  ira,  played  by  a 
military  band. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day  feveral  perfons 
who  had  or  who  pretended  to  have  affifted 
in  arrefting  the  King  were  admitted  to  the 
bar,  where  with  the  moft  horrid  impudence  * 
they  related  the  means  they  had  empkyed  to 
commit  that  crime,  and  particularly  their 
threats  of  firing  into  their  Majefties*  carriage 
if  it  did  not  flop  :  and  ihefe  regicide  ex- 
ploits obtained  applaufes  no  lefs  criminaL 
Robefpierre  even  propofcd  that  civic  crowns 
(hould  be  decreed  to  thefe  villains ;  and  the 
propofal,  loudly  applauded  by  the  Affembly, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Con- 
ftitution. 

At  five  o^clock  in  the  evening  a  letter  from 
the  three  Commiffioners  fent  to  meet  the 
King,  dated  from  La  Ferte-fous^Jouarre, 
Thurfday  23d  June,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the^ 
morning,  informed  the  Affembly  that  the 
2  King 
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King  had  paffcd  the  night  at  Ghalons ;  that 
he  had  arrived  there  efcorted  by  an  army  of 
National  Guards  ;  that  every  where  the  peo- 
ple vvrere  in  great  fpirits,  but  tranquil,  and 
manifefted  their  r6fpc6lful  confidence  in  the 
Aflembly. 

The  greateft  dangers  which  the  Royal 
Family  had  to  experience  Were  at  their  ap- 
proach to  the  capital,  and  on  their  entering 
it — not  only  becaufe  the  populace  there  were 
more  corrupt  and  more  milled  by  the  revolu- 
tionary mania,  but  becaufe  they  had  long 
been  accuftopied  to  confider  the  infults  of- 
fered to  his  Majefty  as  ad:s  of  patriotifm. 
An  apprehenfion  that  on  this  occafion  more 
ferious  attempts  might  be  made,  determined 
the  Committee  of  the  Conftitution  to  pro- 
pofe  the  following  decree  : 

Art.  I.  **  The  National  Aflembly  declare 
•'traitors  to  the  Nation  and  the  King  thofe 
"  who  have  counfelled,  aided,  and  exe- 
**  cuted  the  carrying  off  of  the  King ;  and 
**  all  thofe  who,  in  order  tOs  favour  perfi- 
*^  dious/defigns,  as  contrary  to  the  rights  of 
*^^  the  French  people  as  to  the  interefl:s  of 
**  royalty,  (hall  endeavour  to  oppofe  the 
*'  King's  return  to  the  capital,  and  his  re- 

**  union 
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*  union  with  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Na* 

*  tion. 

Art.  IL  '*  They  order  all  public  officers  and 

*  commanders  of  troops  of  the  line,  the  Na- 

*  tional  Gendarmerie,  and  National  Guards, 

*  to  employ,  each  according  to  their  ftation, 

*  the  authority  confided  to  them  to  main- 

*  tain  in  full    fecurity  the  King's  perfon, 

*  and  that  of  the  individuals  of  his  family 

*  whd  accompany  him. 

Art.  III.    •'  They  order  them  alfo  to  re- 

*  pel  by  force,  and  to  feize  and  put  under 
*.  arreft,  to  be  immediately  profecuted,  all 

*  thoje  who  Jhould  dare  to  behave  impro^ 
'  perly  towards  the  King,  or  who  Jhould  be 

*  deficient  in  the  refpeEl  due  to  the  royal  au^ 

*  thority  and  dignity,  or  violate  in  the  per- 

*  fons  that  accompany  him  the  fafety  of  the 

*  individual,  guarantied    to   every   Citizen 

*  by  the  Conftitution. 

Art.  IV.    '*  They  enjoin  the  public  ac- 

*  cufers  in  the  Courts  of  Paris  to  profecute 

*  rigoroufly  and  without  delay  whofoevcr 
'  fhall  endeavour  to  impede  the  efFe(ft  of  the 

*  meafures  which  fhall  be  taken  by  the'  De- 

*  partment    and    by   the   Municipality   of 

*  Paris,   according  to  the   decrees   of  the 
^  National  Affembly,  to  fecure  the  tranquil- 

**  lity 
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«•  lity  of  the  capital,  and  guaranty  the  King's 
*'  fafety  with  that  of  the  perfons  accoin- 
•*  panying  him,  at  their  arrival  in  Faris.** 

Immediately  after  reading  this  plan  for  a 
decree,  feveral  members  of  the  Cote  Droit 
rofe  to  demand  its  being  put  to  the  vote;  but 
Robtfpierre  and  Rewbell  oppofed  it.  ••  The 
*  *  firft  article  of  the  decree  propofed  to  you/' 
faid  Robefpierre^  **  prejudges  great  quef- 
*'  tions ;  the  duty  of  the  Reprefentatives  of 
**  the  Nation  compels  them  to  take  a  much 
'*  more  important  queftion  into  confidera- 
**  tion,  which  ought  to  be  folemnly  dif- 
*^  cuffed.  I  Ihall  not  enter  upon  itj  it 
*•  ftrikes  you  all,  and  in  this  view  I  move 
•*  the  adjournment  of  the  firft  article.  The 
**  others  are  ufelefs;  the  conduct  of  the 
**  people  has  been  fo  prudent,  fo  grand,  that 
*'  it  is  impoffible  not  to  truft  to  their  mode- 
**  ration.  It  would  be  doing  them  injuftice- 
**  not  to  look  upon  the  precautions  already 
**  taken  as  fufScient.*' 

Rewbell  alfo  fpoke  violently  againft  the 
firft  article.  He  was  angry  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  made  ufe  of  the  expreffion 
carrying  of.  ''  How,  Gentlemen,"  cried 
he,  **  after  our  experience  ftiall  we   never 

''  dare 
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*•  dare  to  fay  the  truth  ?  By  ncgleding  to 
**  fay  it,  we  have  led  France  to  the  brink 
•'  of  a  precipice!  The  tx^t^ffion  carrying 
'*  oj^  is  mifplaced,  in  regard  to  all  the 
**  members  of  the  Affembly  who  are  not 
**  accomplices  in  the  flight.  The  laft  fen* 
•*  tence  of  the  article  is  ftill  much  more 
**  important.     The  King  is  to  return.  Gen- 

*  *  tlemen ,  and  without  doubt  we  ought  to  take 

*  *  car^  jhat  he  returns  fafe  ;  but  leave  out 
**  the  words  re^union  with  the  Reprefenta^ 
*'  tives  of  the  Nation.  I  Ihall  fay  no  morej 
**  for  whoever  does  not  underftand  me  is 
**  unworthy x)f  being  a  Frenchman."  The 
villains  prefent  proved  by  their  applauies 
that  they  but  too  well  underftood  what  he 
meant,  and  honeft  men  fliuddered  with  hor* 
ror  at  it. 

This  bufinefs  was  interrupted  by  the  en- 
trance of  M.  de  la  Fayette  at  the  head  of 
the  Parifian  National  Guard,  who  came  to 
take  the  new  oath.  '*  You  fee  before  you, 
**  Gentlemen,"  faid  the  General,  ''  Citi- 
*'.  zens.who  are  ever  the  more  devoted  to 
V  their  Countrj'',  the  more  it  needs  them. 
"  They  defended  Liberty  in  its  birth  againft 
^*  the  firft  confpiracies  which  attacked  it. 
"  They  are  ftill  more  eager  to  rally  round  it 
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'*  In  thefe  unforefeen  days  in  which  it  is 
**  threatened  ;  and  if  it  be  true  that  the 
*^  fublime  and  magnanimous  tranquillity 
•*  which  the  People  of  the  Capital  have  dif- 
••.  played  has  only  feryed  to  augment  the 
•*  fury  of  our  enemies,  haften  to  point  "out 
**  to  us  where  they  are,  and  let  the  firft  fol- 
**  diers  of  Liberty  be  the  firft  to  repel  the 
«*  foldiers  of  Defpotifm/* 

Some  ftale  compliments  upon  the*  civic 
virtues,  and  the  cndlefs  courage  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard,  were  all  the  Prefident^s  an- 
fwer.  He  very  prudently  abftained  from 
pointing  oiit  to  thefe  defenders  of  Liberty 
and  the  Gonftitution  where  they  might  Jind 
Defpotifm  and  its  foldiers  y  becaufe  he  could 
not  with  truth  at  that  moment  have  an- 
fwered  M.  de  la  Fayette^  but  by  pointing 
out  to  him  the  Cote-Ga^uche  of  the  Aflem- 
bly,  and  the  Jacobin  Clubs.  He  concluded 
his  anfwer  with  reading  the  form  of  the  new 
oath,  which  was  taken  by  all  the  Guards  at 
once.  After  them,  feveral  thoufands  of  Ci- 
tizen^, of  every  condition,  filed  through 
the  Hajl  for  near  three  hours,  raifing  their 
ha;ids  when  they  came  oppofite  the  Prefi- 
dent,  and  crying,  We  fwear  it  ! — Vive  la 
'Nation!  and  at  the  fame  time  the  mufic  of 

3  ^he 
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the  National  Guard  played,  without  inter- 
ruption, the  air  Ah  !  ^a  ira^ 

The  fhouts  and  tumult  caufed  them  to 
lofe  fight  of  the  Decree  propofed  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Conftitution,  who  them- 
felves  thought  it  more  prudent  to  let  it  drop. 
It  was  then  half  pall:  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
and  the  Prefident  fufpended  bufinefs  (the 
Sitting  being  permanent)  fill  the  Committees 
were  ready  with  fome  new  report. 

Such  were  the  events  of  the  21ft,  22d  and 
23d  days  of  June.  Their  importance  feemed 
to  me  to  require  all  the  detaiU  into  which  I 
have  entered  J  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  re- 
port them  with  the  greateft  exadnefs. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XLIL 


The  King  and  Royal  Family  arrejled  at 
Varennes-^M.  de  Dampierre  murdered 
in  the  Prefence  of  their  Majejlies — M. 
de  Montm^rin  fufpeEled — He  jujlijies 
himfelf—The  National  Ajfembly  fufpend 
the  Proceedings  of  the  EleBoral  AJfem-- 
blies — 'Letters  from  the  Commiffioners 
fent  to  meet  the  King — The  Villain  -who 

.  arrejled  the  King  is  prefented  to  the  Af- 
fembly — The  Ajfembly,  informed  by  the 
Commijfioners  of  the  Day  on  which  they 
expeSled  to  arrive  with  the  Royal  Family^ 
pafs  a  Decree  on  the  Occafion — The  Ar- 
rival of  the  Royal  Family — The  Infults ' 
received  by  them — M.  de  la  Fayette — The 
dangers  experienced  by  the  three  Gardes^ 

du-CorpSy^ 


June  1791.]       FRENOfI ,  R^yxlLirTION*         -XCtt 

dU' Corps  who 'had  attended  'their  Ma* 
jefiies — Motion f  or  dijb&nding  the  Gardes^ 
du^Carps — M.  de  'Bonnai —  Proceeding 
ordered  to  be  commenced  relatiw  to  the 
Departure  of  the  Royal  Family — The  De^ 
claration  of  the  King  and  Queen — D^ 
putation  from  the  Commune  of  Varennes 
— The  Count  d^^Jiaing^s  ridiculous  Let^ 
ter — Decree  relative  to  the  Appointment 
of  a  Governox  for  the  Dauphin — M.  de 
Bouille's  Letter  to  the  AJfembly. 

W  HELE  the  Aflcmbly  were  adminiftcring 
to  the  Public  Officers,  the  National  Guards, 
the  troops  of  the  line,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Paris,  oaths  of  fidelity  and  obedience  in 
which  the  King  was  no  longer  mentioned, 
the  Royal  Family,  who  on  their  entering  Va- 
rennes had  been  arrefted  by  Drouet  the  Poft- 
Mafter  of  St.  Menehould,  and  feven  or  eight 
villains,  and  had  been  kept  in  confincmcfjt 
by  Citizen  Sauffe,  Attorney  of  th^  Gdiia- 
munc,  were  returning  to  Paris  by  fhort 
ftages,  under  the  cfcort  of  fome  Commif- 
fioners  of  diftritSts  and  municipalities,  and 
about  6000  National  Guards  or  patriots  af- 
fembled  at  the  found  of  the  alarm-bell. 
This  army  was  fucceflivcly  relieved  by  other 
Vol.  IV^  M  National 


National  Guards  on  tf^*  roa<i,  ind  teiftforced 
by  aU  the  vagabonds  th'dy  rtiet.  M.  de 
Souilk\  too  latfc  ieformcd  of '  their  Ma- 
jefties*  being  arretted,  could  not  teath  Va-, 
remits  with  the  regiment  df  Rdyal  Allemand 
till  tWo  hours  after  their  departure,  and  he 
•left^th^  town  in  defpair  at  not  vbeing  able  to 
-ifl^rdatiy  fuccour  to  thatt  auguft  ahd  unfor- 
tunate family  *. 

-     At  Varennfcs  the   King  had  the  -^ain-  of 
feeing   thofe   crificet-s   whe  hkd   manifefted 
moft'  zeal  to  ferve  hitn,  feized  and  treated 
ignofriiriioufly.     On  the  Wiiy'a  fi^tinaore 
hbrrid   ftill  was  refer ved  for  him.     M.  d4 
^Dwmpierrey   an  old  -gentleman  of  Cham- 
ipagne,  being  by  chance  on  the  road  to  Chi- 
Jons  at  the  moment  fthat  the  .Royal  Family 
-wire  paffing,  wiflbed!  to .  aj)pToach.  the  car- 
riage, and  endeavoured  to  pierce  through  ihe 
.^tijjjb  i»f  ftfties^  by  ^hich  it  .was  furrounded.. 
HfeiWiti  Uttfarmed,  and  ranferelyiwiflied  to  tef- 
•  tMy  to  their  Majefties  by>  looks:  hisldydty 
and  gYief,  .This  defircy.fo  natural  aod  fo 
ftflPedting,  coft  him:  his. life.     He  was  inhu- 

•  Sic  the    particulars  reiaUd  in   the  Meh1dit&  of 
.iihf;  dc  Boullliy  and  the  flat^iiient  vrbigh  X^  hajife  .^jife^ted 
19  my  pri^tc  Memoirf^  VoLii.  j)»  220^ 

—   -    •  '  '•  .    .     :  nrianly 
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,  manly   murdered    before  thc^  tyits    6£  ^  the 
King,  to  the  fhouts  of  Vive  la  Nation.  > 

On  the  24th  the  AiTcmbly  were  infinrmtd 
cf  all  the  particulars  relative  to  thcvKihg's 
jourilcy.and  arfcft,  from  an  account  given 
by.theAide-dc-^Cart\p  Romeuf^  who^iti  oonfe- 
quem:e  of  M.  de  la  Fayette*s  orders,  had 
followed  the.  Royal  Family,  and  arriv^  foHUe 
hours  after  them  at  Varenncs,  where  he  gave 
notice  of  the  decree  which  ordered  that  their 
Majefties  (hould  be  brought  back  to  Paris. 
This  Aide-de^Camp  was  the  fame  whbm  the 
workmen  on  the  Pint  Louis  XVI.  bad  ftc^- 
ped  on  the  morning  of  the  21ft  of  June. 
Had  they  but  detained  him  two .  bouf s 
longer,  his  arrival  at  Varennes  would  have 
been  fo  much  i:etarddd,  that  M.  d€^  BoniLLe 
would  have;bccn  in  time,  and  the  Royal 
Family  might  have  been  refcued  K'. 
'  ,A  depiitatiocL  froth  the  diftfcidt  of'^Cler- 
mont  in  Argonut,  who  had  bem  introduced 
at  thei  bajr  with  -Ram^?^/',  confirmed  his  ic- 
cminti.  and  laid  bcfcffe  the  AiTcmbly  an  ex- 
traiSt  of  the  minutes  of  their  Dire(9:<M'y.  The 
reading:  of  this  minute  was  interruptefl  to' 
tcad.  a.  faflpwt,  which  the  King  had  j>re- 
fentedat*Varfennes>  and  which  ran  thus  :  By 
**  theKiaig^g  authority,  &c.  We<:ommand  and 

M  2  "  order 


164  ANNALS   OF   THE  [Juke  1791. 

**  order  that  yondllowthcl^xoncfsdeKorjff' 
**  going  to  Franckfort,  with  two  children, 
•*  one  woman,  a  valet-de-chambre,  and  three 
/*  fervants,  &c.  &c.  to  pafs  freely.  This 
**  paflport  lafts  for  a  month  only.  Given 
*•  at  Paris,  June  5th,  1791*  Signed  Louis, 
**  and  lower.  By  the  King,  Montmorin.** 
At  the  name  of  the  Mihifter,  furprife  and  in- 
dignation were  manifefted  by  the  Affembly. 
*^  I  move,^*  faid  Camus,  *  *  that  orders  be  given 
*  *  immediately  to  Af.  de  Montmorin  to  repair 
**  hither,  for  his  fafety  and  for  ours  alfo/* 
Another  Member  of  the  Cote-Gauche  moved, 
«*  that  the  Minifter  fhould  be  brought  by 
**  a  numerous  detachment  of  the  National 
•*  Guards.**  Thefe  two  motions  were  una- 
nimoufly  decreed,  and  M.  de  la  Fayette  was 
at  the  fame  time  charged  to  put  the  decree 
in  execution.  . 

MeanMfhile,  till  the  Minifter  was  brought, 
the  Affembly  had  time  to  finifli  the  reading 
of  the  minute  of  the  diftrid  of  Clermont  i 
and  to  decree  a  propofition  of  tlie  Committee 
:of  Coinage,  that  the  metal  of  the  church* 
bells  fhould  be  coined  into  pence  and  half- 
pence. Alexandfr  de  Lameth  alfo  obtained, 
in  the  name  of  the  Military  Committee,  a 
,  decree  which  augrnented  the  powers  of  the 

Generals 
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Generals  of  the  army,  and  commanded  the 
Civil  Commiffioners  to  find  thtm  the  num- 
ber of  National  Guards  which  they  ihould 
judge  neceffary  for  the  fervice.  /. : 

The  populace,  always  prone  to  condemn, 
already  proclaimed  M.  de  Montmqrin  a  trair 
tor  to  the  Nation,  and  could  not  mention  his 
name  without  fury.  The  mod  ferocious^^ 
cries  followed  him  to  the  very  door  of  the 
Aflembly,  which  he  never  would  have 
reached  but  for  the  powerful  efcort  which 
protefted  him.  The  threats  and  fanguinary 
clamours  of  the  mob  did  not  deprive  him 
of  his  prefence  of  mind.  He  anfwcrcd  the 
queftions  put  to  him  by  the  Prefidait  firmly 
and  ingenuoufly.  He  faid,  **  that  pafTports 
•*  for  foreigners  were  always  granted  on 
**  the.  demand  of  their  ambafiadors;  that 
**  the  Minifter  had  no  means  of  knowing, 
*'  or  of  afcertaining,  whether  the  foreign 
**  names  given  in  were  true  or  feigned,  and 
••  confequently  that  he  could  not  be  anfwcr^ 
••  able  for  them.  It  gives  me  pain,^*  added 
he,  **  to  find  that  fuch  a  circumftancc  can 
•*  have  created  fufpicions  againft  me:  if  in 
**  giving  this  paffport  I  had  been  guilty  of 
^^  the  treafon  of  which  I  am  fufpcded,  it 

M  3  ''  might 
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'*  Alight  be  itnagined  that  I  lliould  either^ 
•'  iwvc  gbnc  before  6r  foon  followed  it/* 

The  ^ffembly  alppcared  to -require  no  far- 
ther  explanation.  Even  the  galkries  fliowed 
by  their  applaufej  thtt  they  were  fatisfied  ; 
but  Camus  ftill  haci  doubts.  '*  I  do  nek 
"  uttderftand/*  faid  he,  **  this  manner  of 
*'  proceeding.  It  appears  to  me  that  you 
^  decide  upon  mere  words.  I  am  furprifed 
'*  that  you  are  always  fo  eafily  fatisfied, 
•*  and  fo  ready  to  take  a  favourable  impref- 
^  fiom  I  move,  that  the  Affembly  name 
*^  four  CpmmiiEoners,  to  fearch  all  the  of. 
**  fices  where  this  paflport  has  been  made 
•* /xit,  and  to  afcertain  if  there  be  any 
"  p^per  or  document  to  demand  it.** 

This  motion  was  approved  of,  and  Camzcs 
was  one  of  the  Commiflioners  appointed  to 
QA^ke  the  examination  he  propofed.  ^  Dur- 
ing their  abfence  M.  de  Montmorin  remained 
in  the  Aflembly  with-  the  other  Minifters 
who  iaad  a$fo  attended. 

\xk  thl^  interval  the  Aflembly,  upon  a  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Conftitujtion, 
decreed,  that  taking  into  confideratioh  t\i6 
new  circumilances  in  which  they  were 
placed,  tbey  could  not^  withoyt  endangering 

the 


JuiiiBi79i]         FRENCH    REVOLUTION.  167 

the  public  welfare,  determine  upon  the  pre-- 
cife  period  of  th^ir  feparation;  whatever  zeal  . 
they  might  employ  to  accelerate  it,  &c.  It 
was  therefore  ordered^  that  the  Eledlors  who 
had  been  pr  ihpuld  be  ndmipated  by  the 
Primary  Aflepiblies  fhould  not  meet ;  and 
that  the  nomination  of  pepueies  be  fuf- 
pended  until  a  day  which  fliould  be  fixed  by 
a  new  decree. 

At  firft  this  decree  was  oppofed  by  fevera}r, 
MeAibers,  who  moved  the  previous  quef- 
tion.  •  Others  endeavoured  to  prevent  its 
beipg  read  through.  But  the  Committe/c  of 
the  Conftitution  being  powerfully  fupported 
j)y  fome  Members  of  unfufpeded  patriotifm, 
particularly  by  B^ev)bell\  reprefented  that 
this  meafure  was  indifpenfable  to  prevent 
the  Electoral  AiTemblies  from  taking  any 
refolutions  upon  the  prefent  circumftances ; 
and  that  if  it  was  npi  adopted,  there  would 
be  a  riik  of  having  not  only  eighty -three  de- 
liberating bodies,  but  two  National  Affent- 
blics  exiting  at  once ;  and  thaJt  this  confyfioi^ 
Srjuft  l^ad  to  a  diffolution  of  the  Monarchy, 
If:  is  curious  enough  that  this  argument, 
which  decided  the  queftion  in  favour  of  the 
Committee's  opinion,  was  advanced  by  thofe 
Menjbefs  of  the  j^&mh\y  who  were  the 

M  4  mofl 
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moft  obftinatcly  bent  upon  overthrowing  the 
forms  and  principles  of  Monarchical  Go- 
vernment. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  Com- 
miffioners  who  had  been  fent  to  M.  de 
Montmorin*s  offices  returned,  and  declared, 
that  they  had  afcertained  that  a  pafs- 
port  had  been  granted  to  the  Baronefs  de 
Korff^  on  the  5th  of  June,  on  the  demand 
of  M.  de  SimoliUy  the  Ruffian  Minifler  ; 
that  under  the  pretence  of  the  firfl  having 
been  inadvertently  burnt,  a  fecond  pafTport, 
being  a  duplicate  of  the  former,  had  been 
obtained  by  the  fame  channel ;  and  that  the 
papers  by  which  thefe  fa6ls  were  atteiled 
had  been  delivered  to  them. 

This  report  removing  every  doubt  as  to 
Af.  de  Montmorin^  the  AfTembly  decreed 
unanimoufly,  that  his  condudt  was  irre- 
proachable; and  ordered,  that  this  decree, 
together  with  the  report  on  which  it  was 
founded,  fhould  be  immediately  publifhed, 
and  fixed  up  in  every  part  of  the  town.  At 
the  fame^  time  they  appointed  four  other 
Commiffioners  to  go  and  undeceive  and  flop 
the  people,  who  were  preffing  in  crowds  to 
M.  de  Montmorin's  houfe. 
^  TKe  Affcmbly  received  at  that  moment 

a  letter 
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a  letter  from' the  three  Commiflioners  whom 
they  had  feftt  to  the  King.  The  contents 
were  as  follows : 

**  BorinanSj  June  24th  1791, 

"  A  quarter  pafi  three 

**  0* clock  in  the  morning. 

**  Mr,  President, 

**  We  met  the  King  near  Epemay.     He 

•*  was  in  a  carriage  with  the  Queen,   the 

"  Dauphin,  the  Princefs   Ropl,  Madame 

**  Elizabeth,  and  Madame  Tourzel.  Three 

**  fervants  were  on  the  coach*box,  and  two 

**  women    followed    in  a    cabriolet.     The 

**  rotd  was  filled  with  an  immenfe  number 

**  of  people  in  arms.     We  approached  the 

•*  King's  perfon,  infonfted  him  of  our  mif- 

**  fion,    and    read    to    him  the  decree    of 

**  the  National  Aflembly  :  we  read  it  alfo 

**  to  the4>rave  Citisens  who  efcorted  him. 

*•  We  appointed  M.  Dumas  their  Com- 

**  mander,  and  we  proceeded  in  good  order 

**  to  Dormans,  where  we  pafs  the  night.— 

•'To-morrow     we    fhall    reach     Meaux, 

**  and  the  day  after  arrive  in  Paris.     Our 

**  journey  is  retarded  by  the  multitudes  of 

**  National  Guards   who    crowd  from  ail 

*'*  parts  to  the  road  where  the  King  paffes, 

*•  to 
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*•  toefcort  him;  their  Z£al^  and  their  pru- 
*'  dent  and  noble  conduflr,  deferve  omc 
**  praife.  ; 

"  We  are,  &c.  &c,  &c. 
*^  (Signed)  PttHort, 
**  La  Tour  ^ 
^^  Maubourgj 
**  Barnave, 
''  Dumas.'' 

After  the  reading  of  this  letter,  the  mem-^ 
b«s  of  the  fix  criminal  courts  of  Paris  >ygrc» 
admitted  to  the.  har.  They  complimented 
the  Affembly  upon  their  wifdom,  energy, 
and  heroifm.  Hiey  paid  them  the  hom»ge 
of  their  admiration^  gave  them  the  aiTurance 
of. their  fidelity,  and  teftifi^d  the  extent  of 
their  patriotifm  by  the  following  fentence :— * 
•*  In  a  crifis  like  .the  prefect,  when  thejirji 
*  •  Citizen  of  the  Empirt  is  perjured  ;  when 
•*  thejirjl  Public  FunSioiiary,  led  by  per-- 
'*  Jidiousfuggejlions^  hcLs  deferte^  his  pojly 
•*  &c.  &c/*  Thcfe  jblafphcmou3  expreffions, 
loudly  applauded,  obtained  for  thofc  who 
Uttered  them  the  thanks  of  the  Affembly^ 
^d  theJhoojQurs  of  the  fiittiBg. 

To  this  criminal  Deputation  fucceeded  -that 
of  the  Couttcii-Gcoeial  of  the  Commune  of 

the 
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the  goi^d  "City  af  Paris j  who  came  to  prc- 
fent  to  the,  Aflfembly  the  two  villains  who 
had  contributed  moft  to  the  arrcft  of  the 
Royal  Family,  '•  This,"  faid  the  fpeakcr, 
•*  is  M.  Drouet,  Poft-Mafter  of  St.  Mene- 
**  hould,  thefirft  who  thought  he  recognifcd 
•*  the  King  and  Queen,  and  who  thereupon 
**  refolved  to  follow  them :  that  is  M.  GuiL 
**  ItmiMy  his  comrade,  who  fet  out  with 
**  him,  and,  adling  in  concert,  took  mea- 
**  fures  to  Hop  the  fufpe<3:ed  carriages/*— 
M.  Drouct  aflced  leave  of  the  Affembly  to 
relate  what  he  had  done  upon  this  occafion  5 
and,  being  permitted,  he  read  part  of  his 
narrative,  and  extemporifed  the  reft-  Almoft 
evary  fentence  of  this  tiflue  of  patriotic 
boafting  ami  iniipid  rhodomontade  was  ap« 
plauded*.  The  anfwcr  of  the  Prefidait, 
Alexander  Beauhamois  deferved,  and  ob- 
tained the  fame  fuccefs.  It  was  .couched 
in  thefe  terms : 

'*  The  National  Affembly  have  received 
*•  you  with  that  enthufiafm  which  they  owe 
•*  to  Citizens  who  have  difplayed  fo  much 
**  zeal,  and  fo  generous  a  devotion  for  their 

*  Sec  Appendix,  No.  xix. 

^'country ; 
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*5  country ;  to  men  who  have  probably 
'*  fa\'^ed  France  ftom  a  ruinous  war*  If  the 
*•  Parifians  regret  thiit  you  were  not  born 
* '  among  them,  the  whole  Nation  claim  you  • 
**  It  is  France  which  you  have  Ikved ;  and 
*•  the  National  Affembly  engage  to  recom- 
•*  pcnfe  the  fervices  which  you  have  done 
**  your  country.  Your  condud:  has  given 
V'  them  the  moft  perfect  fatisfadlion  ;  they 
*•  invite  you  to  the  Sitting," 

A  Deputation  from  the  Diredory  of  the 
Department  now  came  to  pay  their  homage 
to  the  Affembly.  It  was  received  with  dig- 
nity, and  the  bufinefs.  was  fufpended. 

The  next  morning  at  half  paft  fevcn,  the 
Prefident  received  from  the  Commiffioncrs 
who  accompanied  the  King,  a  letter  dated 
MeauXf  June  24th,  eleven  in  the  evening. 
It  mentioned,  that  the  King  afid  tHe  perfons 
with  him  would  arrive  at  Paris  the  next 
day,  June  25th,  between  two  and  three  in 
the  afternoon ;  but  as  they  might  meet  with 
delays  on  their  journey,  the  Commiflion^ 
ers  requefted  the  Affembly  to  continue  j(it-  . 
ting  till  they  were  informed  that  the  Royal 
Family  were  at  the  Tuflleries.  The  feals 
were  ftill  on  the  doors  of  the-  Palace,  but 

the 


June  1791.]       FRJE^Ctt    RBVOL-VTION.  I73 

the  Municipality  was  authorifed  to  take 
them  off,  and  accordingly  went  thither  in 
the  morning ;  caufing  an  order  to  be  pub- 
lifheJ  in  the  mean  time,  prohibiting  all  per- 
fons  from  quitting  Paris,  till  a  new  order 
granting  leave  fliould  be  iffued. 

The  patribts  of  the  Faiixbourgs  were  not 
without  their  proclamation  alfo.  Advertife- 
ments  were  ftuck  up  every  where,  declaring 
that  whoever  applauded  the  King  Jhouldhe 
bajlinadoed,  and  whoever  infulted  'him 
Jhould  be  hanged. 

Butartiong  the  outrages  which  blackened 
this  day  of  horror,  the  moft  criminal  was 
committed  by  the  AiTenibly  themfclves.— 
They  fufiered  the  Committee  of  the  Con- 
ilitutioh  to  dare  to  announce,  by  their 
fpeakel-y  the  lawyer  Thour^t,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  allow  the  original  relation  be^ 
'  tween  the  National  AJfembly  and  the  King 
tQ  fubjifl  now  ;  to  endanger  the  validity  of 
their  Decrees,  hyfubmitting  them  to  a  fane- 
Uon  always  fubjeii  to  a .  difavozml ;  or  to 
have  the^  Executive  Power  vejled  where 
there  are  difpofitions  manifeJUy  hofiik  to 
the  CanflitiUion.  Thcfc  atrocious  aflirtioiSs 
were  without /doubt  ncccffary  to  prepare'the 

minds 
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minds    of   the  people    for    the   foHowiiig 
Decree :         . 

Art.  I.  As  fpon  as  the  King  arrives  at 
the  Palace  of  the  Tuillerics,  there  Ihall  be 
appointed  for  him,  proviiionally,  a  guard, 
who,  under  the  orders  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Parifian  National  Guards, 
Ihall  attend  to  his  fafety,  and  be  anfwerable 
for  hib  perfon. 

Art.  2.  The  Heir  Apparent  of  the  Crown 
.ihall  have  a  particular  guard  appointed 
for  him  provificmally,  under  the  orders  alfo 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief;  and  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly  Ihall  nominate  a  Governor 
for  him. 

Art*  3.  All  thofe  perfons  who  accompanied ' 
the  Royal  Family  fhall  be  put  under  drr^ft, 
and  examined.  The  declaration  of  the  King 
and  Queen  fhall  be  heard  without  delay,  that 
the  National  Aflembly  may  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  (hall  be  judged  neceflary. 

Art.  4.  A  particular  guard  fhall  be  ap- 
pointed provilionally  for  the  Queen. 

Art.  5.  The  Decree  of  the  21  fl:  of  June, 
<«joining  the  Minifter  of  Juftice  to  affibc  tlie 
State  Seal  to  the  Decrees  of  the  Natimial  Af- 

fembly. 
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fembly ,  without  the  fandtion  or  afTent  of  the 
King,  fhall  remain  in  force  until  it  is  other- 
wife  diredled. 

Art.  6.  The  Minifters  and  the  King*s 
Commiflioners,  who  fuperintend  the  Funds 
for  Extraordinary.  Expences,  the  National 
Trcafiiry,  and  the  Sinking  Funds,  fliall  con- 
tihue  authorifed  provifionally  to  difcharge 
each  in  his  own  Department,  and  individu- 
ally refponfible,  the  fundions  of  the  Execu- 
tive Power. 

Art.  7.  The  Minifter  of  the  Interior 
fhall  tranfmit  orders  to  the  Director  of  the 
Department  of  Paris,  to  publifh  this  Decree 
immediately,  by  found  of  trumpet,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  Town  *. 

M.  Malouet  rofe  and  oppofed  this  Decree 
with  energy  and  courage.  **  It  is,^*  he  faid, 
**  in  effedl  changing  in  an  inftant  of  time, 
*'  and  from  this  moment,  the  form  of  Go- 
•*•  vemment  cftabhlhed  by  the  Conftitution 
**  you  have  decreed,  and  which  you  have 
**  fworn  to  maintain.  In  that  Conftitutioo  the 
**  abfence  of  the  King  was  forefeen,  and  his 
•*  peyfon  declared  facred  and  inviolable;  but, 

•  This  laft  article  w^s  moved  by  DeJmeunUts. 

3  ''  ^"- 
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**  inftead  of  adhering  to  the  Conftitutional 
•*  meafures  which  alone  are  applicable  to 
"  this  cafe,  it  is  propofed  to  you  to  make 
*•  a  prifoner  of  the  King,  and  to  combine 
**  all  the  Sovereign  Powers  in  the  hands  of 
**  the  National  Aflembly.  I  move,  that  the 
**  Aflembly  refolve  themfelves  into  a  Grand 
*'  Committee,  in  order  to  deliberate  upon  the 
-•*  fubjedl  j  or,  that  we  join  the  Committee  of 
**  the  Conftitution,  in  their  Chamber,  where 
•*  every  one  may  freely  make  his  obferva- 
**  tions.  Let  us  beware  both  of  prejudice  and 
**  thoughtleffhefs.  Let  us  fave  the  people 
*  *  from  forrow  and  wretchednefs.  I  propofe 
**  a  conference,  and  I  declare,  that  I  will 
**  never  accede  to  meafures  which  tend  to 
*•  make  the  King  a  prifoner.** 

RtEderer^  **  wifhing,**  he  faid,  **  to  re- 
**  lieve  the  mind  of  the  laft  fpeaker,  af- 
•*  ferted,  that  the  Decree  which  was  pro- 
•*  pofed,  decided  nothing  relative  to  the  in- 
•*  violability  of  the  King.  It  had  no  re- 
**  ference  either  to  accufing  or  to  trying 
**  him.  It  fimply  decreed,  that  he  fhould 
•*  remain  in  cuftody  provifionally.**  No  ! 
No/  It  is  (hocking!  cried  feveral  voices ; 
and  more  flill  irilifted  that  he  fliould  be 
called  to  order.  He  attempted  to  juftify  what 
I  2  he 
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he  had  faid,  but  no  one  would  liflen  to  him. 
The  agitation  and  tumult  were  violent.  J^t 
length  he  was  fuffcEed  to  fpcak : — ^'  I  have 
*  *  exprcffed  myfelf  veiy  iU,  if  I  have  been 
**  underftood  tp  admit,  that  the  idea  of 
*•  keeping  the  King  in  cuftody  is  included 
•*  in  the  plan  of  the  Committee,  I  intended, 
**  on  ^e  contrary,  to  refute  this  explanation 
**  of  the  Decree  which  M.  Malouet  has  ad- 
**  vanced ;  and  1  cannot  be  reprehenfible  for 
•*  having  ujTed  his  own  expreffions.**  The 
want  of  candour  in  this  explanation  was  ap- 
parent to  every  body,  and  Rxdcrer  was  hiffed 
the  more. 

Alexander  Larneth  dcfcndtd  the  plan  of 
the  Committee  with  fuperior  addrefs  and 
perfidy.  "  In  the  firft  place/*  faid  he, 
**  I  fee  in  it  m^ures  relative  to  the  King's 
**  perjfpn-^meafures  equally  neceflary  for 
"  his  fafety,  and  for  the  fafety  of  the  Na- 
**  tion.  The  King  will  foon  arrive  in  Paris, 
**  wd  I  cmnot  fuppofe  that  M.  Malouet 
**  wilhes  to  delay  precautions  of  fo  import-* 
**  aot  »  nature.  With  refpedl  to  the  fecond 
**  part  of  the  Decree  relative  to  the  provi- 
**  fional  power  of  Government;  thefe 
•*  claufes,  inftead  of  carrying  us  from  the 
**  principles  pf  our  Conftitution,  bring  us 

Vol.  IV.  N  *•  back 
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**  back  to  them.  According  to  thelc  prin- 
•*  ciplcs,  during  the  exiftence  of  the  Confti- 
•'  tuent  Power,  the  exercife  of  the  Execu- 
*  •  tive  Power  ought  to  have  been  fufpended 
'*  in  the  hands  of  the  King,  becaufe  we 
'*  were  organizing  the  Throne.  If  incoh- 
**  veniences  in  pradice  have  prevented  our 
**  declaring  thcfe  principles  hitherto,  the 
*'  prcfent  circumftances  (how  the  neceflity 
'•  of  them.  Let  me  bring  back  to  your  re- 
•*  colled:ion,  what  muft  ever  be  honourable 
*•  to  tlie  National  Affembly,  that  at  the  mo- 
**  ment  when  we  heard  of  the  King's 
**  flight,  and  when  it  became  neceflary  to 
**  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  Kingdom, 
**  the  Aflembly  rejeded  the  propofal  of 
*'  eftablifliing  an  E:Jcecutive  Committee, 
•'  proving  that  the  moft  ferious,  urgent,  and 
**  important  events  could  produce  no  change 
•*  in  their  principles.  Sent  hither  to  give  a 
**  Conftitution  to  France,  we  were  of 
/*  opinion  that  the  extent  of  the  country, 
•*  and;  a  population  of  five-and-twenty  mil- 
**  lions,  required  an  unity  of  power  and 
**  adion,  which  could  only  be  found  in  a 
••  Monarchical  form  of  Government.  If 
"  this  opinion  were  right  a  year  ago,  it  is 
*'  right  now.     Events  have  not  altered  the 

^*  nature 
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^^  nature  of  things^  nor  (hall  tbey  alter  our 
•*  conduct.  Wc  will  cootinue  to  form  the 
•'  Conftitution:  we  mU  finifti  it.  It  will, 
•*  I  hope,  fulfill  the  wifties;  of  the;  Nation, 
**  and  in  producing  their  happinefs  be  our 
**  reward." 

.  The  reiterated  a^pplaufes  which  were  be- 
ftowed  upon  thi^  fpeech  did  not  difcourage 
M.  MdloVttt.  He  infixed  on  being  heard, 
in  fpite  of  the  menacing  hints  thrown  out  ^ 
to  (ilence  him ;  for  he  was  repeatedly  afked, 
if  he  wijhed  to  get  himfelf  ajfaffinated.  In 
anfwer  to  Alexander  Lameth^  he  faid— 
*'  That  the  AlT^mbly  had  not  received  in- 
**  ftrujdlions,  nor  had,  it  aright,  to  fufpend 
**  all  the  powers  of  the  State;  and  that  the 
"  propofed  meafure  was  in  direcSl  contradic- 
"  tion  to  the  principles  they  had  hitherto 
'*  purfued.  Jt  is,*'  he  repeated,  •'  a  new 
"'  ConAitution,  a  new  form  of  Government, 
**xthat  is  offered  to  you.  It  is  a  projed: 
**  only  now  conceived.  You  did  not  af- 
*'  fume  the  Executive  Power  from  the  firft. 
**  By  what  right  do  you  make  yourfelves 
"  mafters  of  it  now  ?  And  is  it  not  making 
**  yourfelves  mafters  of  it^  to  entruft  it  to 
•*  agents  lyhom  circumftances  have  placed 
N  2  "in 
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:^*  in  the  moft  abfoiutc  dqj)cndance  upon 
c<«  you?  Can  that  portion  of  power  which 
•*  ctoiififts  in  fufpending  the  paffirag  of  a 
•*  law,  and  which  the  Conftitution  you  have 
*•  decreed,  and  folemnly  fworn  to  maintain, 
*'  has  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  King,  exift 
'*  in  the  handis  of  Minifters,  who  are  xe- 
•'  moveable  at  pleafure  ?  Take  <rane^  Gentlc- 
^*  n%n,  you  are  led  much  too  far.  The  Na- 
**  tion  itfelf  may  become  alarmed  at  this 
^*  accumulation  of  pov^r;  beware  of  the 
**  confequences/* 

Notwithffemding  the  force  of  thefe  argu- 
ments, which  were  only  anfwered  by  me- 
naces', revolutionary  declamations,  or  un- 
meaning phrafes,  the  majority  of  the  Aflcra- 
bly  being  convinced  that  the  meaifures  pro- 
pofed  by  the  Committee  had  no  other  objed: 
than  the  fafety  of  the  Royal  Family,  and 
that  they  h%d  no  tendency  to  keeping  the 
King  a  prifoner,  adopted  almoft  unanimoufly 
the  two  firft  articles  of  the  plan.  The  others 
pa^Ted  likewife,  notwithftanding  the  oppo- 
fition  of  ilf.  Malouet  to  that  alfo  which 
ftatedj  that  the  declaration  of  the  King  and 
Hueenjhould  Ire  heard.  He  was  anfwered, 
that  this  form  wasfandioned  by  precedents 

and 


and  that  hiilory  formfhed  xnmy  exditiptesh^ 
where  in  criminal  proceedings  tho  King  ai^l! 
Qjieen  had  made  declarations.  But  not  atty 
of  thofe  examples  were  applicable  ;  for  ttoft« 
of  the  proceedings  in  thofc  cafes  tended  to 
expofe^  as  in  this,  the  Royal  dignity  to  a 
judiciary  accufation. 

In  the  mean  time  the  King^  Qyecn,  and 
Royal  Family,  whofe  journey  was  delayed 
by  the  multitude,  which  was  continually 
CoUedting  about  them,  advanced  flowly  to- 
wards Paris,  in  the  midft  of  the  difgufling 
and  fanatical  clamours  of  fome  wretches 
whom  the  National  Guards  could  hardl/ 
keep  off.  A  thick  doud  of  duft,  and  a  hot 
day  rendered  more  oppreffive  by  the  o&n- 
five  breath  of  the  crowd,  added  an  infu£^« 
able  torment  to  the  anguifh  of  their  Majefties* 
minds.  The  Queen,  diftrcffed  for  har  children^ 
let  down  one  of  the  Venetian  blinds,  and  ad- 
drefling  the  people  faid,  **  See  what  a  ftate  my 
poor  children  are  in !  We  are  ftifli^.**  Somft 
ferocious  voices  made  anfwer,  "  We  JhaU 
^^Jlifleyou  in  a  verydiferent  way.^^  At  one 
time  a  very  ferious  alarm  arofe  from  a  great 
number  of  ill-looking  fellows  rulhing  through 
the  crowd  up  to  the  King's  carriage :  it  was 
whifpered,  that  thefe  were  a  band  of  aflaffins 
N  3  poftcd 
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pofted  by  the  Duke  of  Or  leans  to  murder  the 
Ring  and  Queen  *.  The  Commander  of  the 
cfcort  foon  difperfed  thcfe  ruffians  by  means 
of  ^ome  6f  the  troops.    ^ 

It  \Vas  about  feven  o^clock  in  the  evening 
when  the  Royal  JPamily  arrived  at  the  Place 
Louis  XV.  The  mortifications  which  they 
endured  all  the  way  from  the  barrier,  an- 
nounced too  plainly  the  fate  which  was 
referved  for  them. 

AH  civil  and  military  honours  were  re- 
fiifed  them.  The  National  Guards  at  the 
different  pofls  before  which  the  King  paflfed, 
obeyed  with  infolcnce  and  exadnefs  the 
brdeirs  they  had  received,  not  to  prefent  their 
arms:  an  order  the  more  criminal,  as  it  was 
contratdfcadry  to  the  decree  of  the  night  of 
June  2 2d,'  relative  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  r^fpeSldue  to  the  Royal  dignity.     The 

»♦  This  waJsaigroundlcfs  conjcAure :  it  was  generally 
inowi,  that  at  this  time  the  Duke  of  Orleans^  who  was 
^ntiiely  ruined,  and  defpifed  by.  all  parties,  had  not  the 
means,  and  indeed  had  no  intereft,  to  efFeft  the  crime  in 
queftion.  He  had  even  declared  on  the  21ft  ^d  22d  of 
June  to  fevcral  Members  of  the  Aflembly,  and  repeated 
it  on  the.  %fy^\i  i^  9^  letter,  which  Was  infertcd  in  all  the 
journals,  that  if  a  Regency  (Kould  be  propofed,  he  rcr 
nounced  for  ever  tjie  right  which  the  Conftitution  g^ve 
him  to  that  fifuation. 

populace. 
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populace^  encourag^  by  this  example,  bru- 
tally forced  the  fpeftators  to  keep  their  h^ts 
on  in  the  King's  prefence ;  and  the  National 
Guards  did  not  prevent  this  a<3:  of  corapul- 
fion.     But   they   could  not  intimidate  the 
brave  and  worthy  Guilhermy  *.     He  conti- 
nued refolutely  uncovered  in  fpite  of  the  in^ 
fults  and  threats  to  which  his  refiftancc  fub^ 
je<3ed  him ;  and  when  he  faw  that  the  mob 
meant  to  compel  him  by  force  to  put  on  his 
hat,  he  toffed  it  amidft  the. crowd,  and  to 
fo  great  a  dillance,  that  there  was  no  fear  of 
its  being  brought  back  to  him.     This  fcenc 
pafled  in  the  gardens  of  the  Tuileries,  into 
which  the  Royal  Family  had  entered  by  the 
Place  Louis  XV.  ^  in  their  way  to  the  Palace. 
;  The  clamours  and  noify  tumult  announced 
to  the  Aflembly  the  King*s  arrival  in  the 
Gardens.     In  every  part  of  the  l^all  there 
appeared  great  agitation,  and  bufinefs  was 
fufpended  for  near  twenty  minutes,  when  a 
Deputy  entering  precipitately,  faid,  that  the 
three  couriers  who  were  fitting  on  the  coach^ 
box  of  the  King's  carriage  were  furrounded  by 
the  people,  and  in  danger  of  being  hanged. 
The  Aflembly  immediately  fent  twenty  Com- 

*  A  Member  of  the  Aflembly,  and  th^  King*s  Attorney 
at  Caftclhaudaj:ry. 

N  4  miflioncrs 
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miftiontti  t©  cjftablifll  order,  who  returned  ift 
Icfs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hoUr,  and  informed 
thetn;  that  upon  their  appearing  the  tumult 
had  ccafed ;  that  at  the  door  of  the  King*8[ 
carriage  they  faw  Pethidn^  who  appeared 
endeavouring  to  fcreen  him  with  his  body  j 
and  that  the  National  Guard  had  cleared  the 
way  for  the  Royal  Family. 

Their  Majefties  alighted  at  the  Terrace, 
The  Vifcount '  de  Noailles  being  there,  ran 
up  to  the  Queen,  and  prefented  her  his  arm, 
Accuftbmed  to  prcferve  energy  ^nd  dignity 
in  the  midft  of  outrages,  ihe  reje^ed  with 
a  look  of  ineffable  contempt  the  proteftion 
which  this  Member  of  the  Cotc-Gaufhe  had 
^he  impudence  to  offer  her;  and  perceiving 
two  faithful  Members  of  the  Cotf-Droit^ 
Ihe  advanced  towards  them,  and  d;d  them 
the  honour  to  take  their  arms. 

The  three  Gommiflioners  who  had  bec^ 
lent  to  meet  the  Royal  Family  having  brought 
^hem  back  to  the  Palace,  and  having  deli* 
yered  their  Majefties  to  the  care  of  the  Comr 
niander  of  the  National  Guard,  went  to  the 
AfTembly  to  give  an  account  of  their  mifllon. 

Barnaixe,  who  undertook  the  narrative, 
entered  into  a  detail  of  the  meafures  and 
precautions  whiqh  the   Gommiflioners   had 

taken, 
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taken,  to  fruftrate  the  attempts  which  were 
faid  to  be  in  agitation  for  carrying  off  the 
King,  or  for  preventing  his  i-etum.  He 
mentioned  alfo  the  various  diredions  v^hich 
they  had  given,  that,  According  to  the  inten^ 
tion  of  the  National  AJfemhly,  order ^  and 
the  refpeEt  due  to  the  Royal  dignity  might 
be  cortftantly  maintained.  He  declared  that 
the  public  tranquillity  had  never  been  dif- 
turbed,  and  that  the  Commiflioners  had 
every  where  received  teftimonies  of  entire 
confidence  in  the  National  Aflembly. 

The  three  Gardes-dvrCorpSy  (M.  Valori, 
M.  de  MoiUier,  and  M.  Malfan)  who,  dif- 
guifed  as  couriers,  had  accompanied  the  Royal 
Family,  w^e  detained  in  cuftody  in  one  of 
the  rooms  of  the  Palace.  The  Aflembly  de- 
creed, that  the  Minifter  of  War  (hould  give 
orders  to  the  Magiftrates  of  Paris  to  have 
them  removed  to  a  houfe  of  confinement. 
This  decree  was  followed  by  a  motion  for 
dilbanding  the  four  companies  of  the  Gardes^ 
i/^OrrpSy  on  the  ground  of  their  being 
more  attached  to  the  King  than  to  the  Coun- 
try, Af .  de  Bonhaiy  attempting  to  defend 
his  comrades,  was  himfelf  denounced  by  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  who  accufed  him  of 
having  the  day  after  the  departure  of  the 

Royal 
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Royal  Family  fent  to  the  Groom  of  the 
King's  Stables  at  Verfailles  for  a  horfe^  in 
order  to  fly  from  Paris  at  the  time  ths^t  the 
Affembly  were  manifefting  fuch  firmnefs. 
M.  dd  Bonnai  eafily  refuted  this  charge,  by 
proving  that  he  was  in  the  country  four 
leagues  from  Paris,  when  he  was  informed 
of  the  King's  departure :  that  confequently 
he  had  not  fent  for  the  horfe  in  order  to  fly, 
as  he  was  not  then  at  Paris,  and  as  he  re- 
turned thither  the  moment  he  was  informed 
that  the  Aflembly  continued  to  hold  their 
Sitting  there.  **  We  are  charged,"  added 
he,  **  with  being  more  attached  to  the  King 
*'  than  to  the  Country.  Now  I  declare  that 
**  I  confider  the  King  and  the  Country  as  in- 
''  divifible,  and  that,  as  I  have  fworn  to  die  as 
^*  well  for  the  one  as  for  the  other,  whichever 
•'  called  for  my  fervice  I  fhould  obey.  I 
*'  fliould  go  wherever  duty  required,  whe- 
**  ther  fummoned  by  the  King  or  by  the 
*'  Nation.  Had  the  King  called  me  to  his^ 
^'  Councils,  I  (hould  have  difluaded  him  from 
'*  his  departure;  but  had  he  chofen  me  to 
*'  attend  him,  I  repeat,  that  I  would  have 
**  died  by  his  fide,  and  gloried  in  my  death/* 
This  declaration,  which  was  pronounced 
with  a  firm  voice,  and  at  a  time  when  it  was 

dangerous 
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dangerous  to  profefs  himfelf  a  Royalift,  ex- 
cited as  much  murmuring  in  the  Cote* 
Gauche  as  applaufe  in  the  Cote^Droit.  It 
probably  haftened  the  difbanding  of  the 
GardeS'du-Corps^ ;  but  it  gained  at  leaft 
the- advantage  of  rendering  thelaft  moments 
of  their  military  exiftence  illuftrious,  by  the 
folemn  profeffion  of  fentimcnts  replete  with 
honour  and  fidelity,  for  which  they  had  al- 
ways been  diftinguilhed. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  Affembly  was  fuf- 
pcnded  at  eleven  o*clock  that  night,  and  re- 
fumed  the  next  morning  at  ten,  when  they 
proceeded  to  the  report  delivered  in  the  name 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Conftitution  and 
of  the  Criminal  Legiflation,  upon  the  man- 
ner of  executing  the  decree  paffed  the  even- 
ing before,  relative  to  arrefting  and  examin- 
ing the  perfons  who  had  accompanied  the 
Royal  Family,  and  to  the  proceedings  that 
ihould  be  adopted  on  the  occafion. 

After  long  debates,  in  which  the  Repub- 
lican party  (hewed  evidently  the  defign  of 
bringing  the  King  to  a  trial,  the  Conftitu- 
tionalifts,  fupported  by  the  Members  of  the 

*  The  Affembly  decreed  the  difbanding  in  this  Sitting, 
and  charged  the  Military  Committee  to  draw  up  a  plan 
of  a  decree  for  the  purpofe. 

CotC' 
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Cotc-Proit^  who  took  a  (hare  in  the  dfci- 
fion,  carried  the  decree  wWch  was  pixi^pofed 
by  the  Committees,  It  was  worded  as  fol* 
lo%vs; 

Art.  h  *^  The  National  Affembly  decree, 
•*  that  upon  the  event  which  happened  on 
•*  the  night  between  the  20th  and  21ft  of 
••  June,  and  upon  all  the  fafts  before  and 
•*  after  telative  to  it,  an  inquiry  ihall  be 
••  made  wherever  it  may  be  judged  necef- 
"  fary  by  the  tribunal  of  the  fe£kion  of  the 
*•  Tuileries,  who  fh^ll  appoint  for  that  puV- 
**  pofe  two  Commiffioners  from  among 
••  themfdves. 

Art.  IL  •*  The  faid  Commiffioners  fliall 
*^  proceed  without  delay  to  examine  all 
•*  thofe  perfons  who  have  been  arretted  in 
••  confequence  of  the  decree  of  the  25th  of 
••  this  month;  and  likewife  all  other  wit-* 
•*  neffes  who  on  the  examination  may  ap- 
*•  pear  to  be  neceffary. 

Art.  HI.  ••  The  National  Affembly  fhall 
*'  nominate  three  of  its  Members  as  Confx- 
"  miffioners  to  receive  the  Declarations  of 
*'  the  King  and  Queen.  Thefe  declarations 
•'  Ihall  be  received  feparately  from  the  King 
**  and  Queen*s  own  mouths,  committed  to 

*'  paper, 
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''  paper,  and  figned  by  them  and  by  the 
*'  Commiffioners.  The  whole  (hall  be  re- 
•*  ported  to  the  Aflfembly,  that  they  miy 
*•  adopt  fiich  meafures  as  (hall  be  judged 
*'  proper/* 

While  the  Aflembly  continued  fitting,  the 
Members  in  fucceffion  retired  to  the  offices 
to  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  the  three 
Commiffioners  who  were  to  receive  the  de- 
clarations  of  their  Majefties. 

In  this  interval,  George^  the  Mayor  of 
Varennes,  and  fome  National  Guards,  with 
the  fon  of  the  Mayor,  who  'was  their  com- 
mander, were  introduced  to  the  Bar.  The 
Mayor  in  his  harangue  pointed  out,  among 
the  patriots  who  formed  this  deputation, 
two  perfons  named  Le  Blanc  and  Pancin^ 
who  were  crowned  with  oak  leaves.  Thefe 
were  the  two  villains  who  flopped  the  King 
by  threatening  to  fire  into  the  coach.  Alex- 
ander de  Beauharnois,  the  Prefident,  highly 
extolled  their  patriotifm  and  admirable  con- 
duEt.  •*  Varennes,*'  faid  he,  '•  will  be  fo  ce- 
**  lebrated,  that  all  Francje  will  be  proud  of 
*•  fuch  a  town.  The  National  Aflembly 
**  requeil:  you  to  affure  all  its  inhabitants, 
*'  that  they  are  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the 
2  '*  fervices 
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**  fervices  they  have  rendered  the  country; 
**  and  you  may  alfo  aflure  them,  that  their 
•*  grateful  countrymen  would  haften  to  af- 
**  femble  under  their  walls,  if  the  fatcllites 
**  of  Defpotifm  ftiould  dare  to  approach 
•*  them/*  Notwithftanding  thefe  promifes 
and  aflfurances,  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
the  day  will  come,  and  perhaps  it  is  not  very 
diftant,  when  the  infamous  borough  of  Va- 
rennes  and  its  guilty  inhabitants,  become  the 
objects  of  the  execration  of  all  France,  fhall 
have  occafion  for  all  the  clemency  of  the 
King,  and  for  his  whole  power,  to  fave  them 
from  the  juft  fury  of  the  people.  In  the 
cle(5tion  of  the  three  Commiffioners  to  re- 
ceive the  King  and  Queen *s  declaration, 
599  members  voted :  of  thefe  a  great  ma- 
jority were  for  the  appointment  of  M.  Trori^ 
chef,  M.  d' Andre  y  and  Adrian  Duport. 
Thefe  three  Members  of  the  Conftitutional 
party  had  principally  contributed  to  the 
pafling  of  the  decree  propofed  by  the  Com- 
mittees. 

This  memorable  Sitting,  which  commenced 
on  Tuefday  the  21ft  of  June,  at  half  p^ft 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  was  at  length 
adjourned  on  Sunday  the  26th,  at  half  paft 
three  in  the  afternoon. 

On 
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On  the  fame  day  the  three  Gommiflioners 
of  the  Aflembly,  preceded  by  two  Ufhers, 
went  to  the  Palace  about  feven  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  and  were  introduced  to  the  King, 
whom  they  found  alone.  They  read  the  de- 
cree of  the  Aflembly  to  his  Majefty,  and 
informed  him  that  the  Declaration  which  they 
were  employed  to  receive  muft  refer  to  the 
circumftances  which  happened  on  the  night 
between  the  20th  and  21ft  of  June,  as  well 
as  to  the  facSts  before  and  after  relative  to  it. 
The  King  replied,  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
fubmit  to  an  examination;  but  that  he  con- 
fented  to  explain  the  fads  which  were  men- 
tioned to  him. 

After  this  obfervation,  the  King  di6lated 
the  Declaration  which  the  Commiffioners  re- 
quired, and  of  which  they  made  a  minute  in 
the  following  terms : 

**  I  find.  Gentlemen,  that  an  examination 
**  is  out  of  the  queftion  in  your  commiflion ; 
'*  but  I  am  very  willing  to  comply  with 
'•  the  defire  of  the  National  Aflembly,  and 
"  (hall  never  be  afraid  of  making  the  mo- 
'*  tives  of  my  condudl  public. 

'*  The  motives  of  my  departure  then  are, 
*'  the  outrages  and  threats  received  on  tKe 

•«  18th 
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•*  iSth  of  April  by  my  family  and  myfelf  ^ 
"  after  which  feveral  pamphlets  were  jiutv^ 
**  liflied  tp  excite  violence  againft  us— and  to 
•*  this  moment  thefe  infults  remain  unpu- 
•*  niftied.  From  that  time  I  thought  that 
•*  neither  fafety  nor  common  decency  was 
••  to  be  expeifted  by  my  family  or  myfelf  if 
•*  we  continued  at  Pajis :  I  confequently 
*•  wiftied  to  leave  the  town ;  and  not  being 
**  able  to  do  it  publicly,  I  rcfolved  to  fet  out 
**  at  night,  and  without  attendants. 

•*  It  was  not  my  intention  to  go  out  of 
•*  the  kingdom.  I  did  not  concert  this 
**  plan  either  with  foreign  powers  or  with 
**  my  relations,  or  with  any  other  French- 
•*  man  tvho  had  left  the  kingdom.  I  might 
**  give  as  a  proof  of  my  intention,  that  apart- 
•*  m?nts  were  prepared  at  Montmedy  for  the 
•*  reception  of  myfelf  and  family. 

**  1  chofe  that  place,  becaufe,  as  it  was  forti- 
•  *  fied,  my  family  would  have  been  fafc  there ; 
**  and  being  near  the  frontiers,  I  fhould 
**  have  been  more  at  hand  to  oppofe  every 
**  fort  of  invafion  that  might  be  attempted 
^'  on  France,  and  to  go  myfelf  wherever  I 
^'  might  think  there  was  any  danger. 

*^  Laftly,  I  chofe  Montmedy  as  the  firft 
**  place  to  reft  in,  till  I  (hould  Have  found  it 

*•  con- 
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•*  convenient  to  go  to  fuch  other  part  of  the 
•*  kingdom  as  might  appear  to  me  more 
•«  fuitable.    ' 

**  One  of  my  principal  motives  for  quit- 
"  ting  Paris,  was  to  overthrow  the  argu- 
•*  ment  drawn  from  my  not  being  at  liberty^ 
**  which  might  become  a  frejh  fource  of 
'*  commotion. 

**  If  it  had  been  my  intention  to  go  out 
'*  of  the  kingdom,  I  fliould  not  have  pub- 
**  liftied  my  memorial  on  the  very  day  of 
"  my  departure,  but  have  waited  till  I  was 
**  beyond  the  frontiers. 

**  I  cherifhed  the  defire  of  returning  to 
•'  Paris.  It  is  in  this  ienfe  that  tjie  laft  fen- 
*•  tence  of  my  memorial  muft  be  under- 
**  flood,  where  I  fay.  Frenchmen,  and  par- 
**  ticularly  you  Farijians,  what  pleafure 
••  Jhall  I  have  in  being  again  in  the  midjl 
••  of  you  I 

*•  I  carried  with  me  only  13,000  livres  in 
**  gold,  and  50,000  livres  in  affignats  in  the 
**  port  folio  which  was  fent  to  me  by  the 
**  Department. 

*•  I  apprifcd  Monsieur   of  my  depar- 
•*  ture  but  a  very  (hort  time  previous  to  its. 
**  taking  place.     He  went  out  of  the  king- 
••  dom,  only  becaufe  we  agreed  not  to  take 

Vol.  IV.  O  *' the 
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*'  the  fame  road,  and  he  was  afterwards  to 
**  join  me  in  France. 

'  **  I  gave  orders  a  few  days  before  my  de* 
**  parture  to  the  three  perfons  who  went 
**  with  me  as  couriers  to  prepare  themfelves 
**  with  the  drefs  of  couriers  to  carry  dif- 
**  patches;  it  was  not  till  the  evening  of  my 
**  fetting  out  that  I  verbally  gave  dire<5lions 
•*  to  one  of  them  to  get  ready. 

*'  The  paflport  was  neceflary  to  facilitate 
**  my  journey.  It  was  taken  for  a  foreign 
*'  Country,  only  becaufe  none  were  given  at 
**  theofEce  for  foreign  affairs  for  the  inte* 
**  terior  of  the  kingdom,  nor  did  I  take  the 
•*  road  for  Frankfort  as  mentioned  in  it. 

*'  I  never  made  any  proteft  but  that  con- 
**  tained  in  the  Memorial  I  wrote  at  my  de- 
**  parture  :  and  that  proteft  and  the  contents 
**  of  the  Memorial  do  not  refer  to  theprin^^ 
**  ciples  of  the  Conflitution^  but  to  the  form 
•*  of  the  fandions,  that  is  to  fay,  to  the 
**  little  liberty  I  feemed  to  enjoy ,  and  to  the 
*'  circumfanees  of  the  decrees  not  being  all 
•*  prefented  together ^  fo  that  I  could  not 
**  judge  of  the  whole  of  the  Conflitution. 

**  The  principal  blame  contained  in  the 

**  -Memorial  refers  to  the  difficulties  in  the 

**  means  of  adminiftration  and  executioiu 

1  ,  *    ♦*  J  found 
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^'  Ifaund\m  the^mirfe  of  my  journey  that 
**  the- pvi?lic  'Opinion  was  decidedly  in  fa^ - 
*•  vour  of  the  Conjlitution.  I  did  not 
'*  think  that  Itould  have  fully  acquainted 
**  myfelf  xdth  this  opinion  in  Paris;  but 
^^  from  the  ideas  I  have  perfonally  acquired 
••  on  the  road,  lam  convinced  how  necejfary 
'  **  it  was  for  the  profperity  of  the  Conjiitu- 
"  tion  to  give  force  to  the  powers  ejta^ 
*•  blifhed  to  maintain  public  order. 

•*  The  moment  I  was  fatisfied  that  it  was 
*•  the  general  will,  I  did*  not  hefitate,  nor 
••  did  1  ever  hefitate,  to  make  a  facrifice  of 
**  all  ihat  individually  concerned  myfelf  to 
••  'the  happinels  of  the  people^  which  has 
'*  ever  been  the  firft  objeft  of  my  wifties. 
*•  I  fllall  willingly  forget  all  the  difagree- 
^^  able  things  I  have  experienced,  to  reftore 
^*  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  Nation/' 

The  King,  on  reading  over  this  Declara-^ 
tion,  obferved,  **  that  he  had  omitted  to  fay 
•*  that  his  fon*s  govcrnefs  and  her  woman 
••  had  been  defired  to.  get  ready  but  a  very 
^*  flbiort  tiine  before  his  departure/*  He 
thfen  Jfigned  it  with  the  Commiffioners. 

From  the  King  the  Commiffioners  went 
O2  to 
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iotht  Qmtti^t  apcittm^t^  f>ti«  iht  was  juft 
gope  to  bathe,  and  fem  to  iiSifoffh  them  that 
(lie  would  receive  them  at  eleven  o'clock 
next  moming.  They  returned  at  the  hour 
a{>pointed,  and  her  Majeftjr  gave  them  her 
Declaration  in  the  fame  form  as  the  Kin^ 
had  given  his,  and  in  the  fallo^wing  words : ' 

"  I  declare,  that  as  the  King  defir6d  to 
*'  remove  with  his  children,  nothing  inna*- 
^*  ture  Ihoiild  have  prevented  me  frprti  ac- 
**  companying  hini*  I  have  on  feveral  oe- 
**  cafions  within  the  laft  two  yeais  fuffi- 
**  ciently  proved  that  I  never  will  leave  him. 
'  *  This  determination  was  ftill  ftronger,  from 
*'  the  pofitiye  affurahce  I  had  that  tfhe  King 
**  had  rio  intention  to  (Juit  the  kingdDm^. 
•*  Had  it  been  his  define,  I  (hould  kive  en<- 
**  ployed  all  my  power  to  diffuade  him  from 
•*  it. 

**  My  foh's  governefs  had  been  indifpofed 
•*  for  three  weeks,  and  received  orders  to 
•*  get  ready  but  a  very  little  time  bfcforfc  the 
•*  journey.  She  dki  not  know  where  we 
•*  were  going.  She  took  no  clothca  With 
**  her^  and  I  was  my ficlf  obliged  to  letod  her 
*'  fom^.  ^  ^ 

''  Neither 


"  Neither  did  th^  three  couriers  know 
**  where  w^  were  going,  or  theobje<5^  pf -the 
**  journey.  Op  the  way,  morney  w«  givea 
•*  to  them  to  pay  for  the  horfes,  and  jhey 
**  then  received  orders  as  to  the  road*  The 
**  two  chambermaids  were  informed  at  the 
'"  very,  moment  of  our  departure,  and  one  of 
**  them^  whofe  hufband  was  in  the  palace, 
*-*  had  iw)t  time  to  fee  him. 

"  Monsieur  and  Madame  were  to  join 
*'  us  in  France,  and  only  went  out  of  the 
•*  kingdom  to  prevent  any  difficulty  or  want 
V  of  horfes  in  takipg  the  fame  road.  Wc 
*^  went  out  of  the  Palace  through  M.  de 
**  VilUquier^s  apartn^ent^,  taking  the  pre- 
•*  caution  to  go  feparately,  and  at;  certain  inr 
**"tervals  of  time  V*  . 

Neither  the  profound  vqner^tion  which  1 
feel  for  the  virtues  of  Lauis  XVL  nor  the 
religious  refped  with  which  his  mi^jforjjunej 
have  veikd  his  errors,  muft- tempt  me]  ^a 
^oupeal  that  his  faithful  fervants,  ,the  true 
friends  of  his  glory  and  of  his  .dignity,  read 
with  extreme  forrow  in  his  declarations  Ipmc 
paflages,  the  iincerity  of  which  it  was  impofn 

*  Sec  the  original  of  the  two  Declarations^  Appepdix, 
No.  XX. 

O3  ^         fible 
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fible 'not  to  fufped*:  The  mouths  of 
Rlhgs  ftiduld  be  at  all  times,  and  in  all  cir- 
ihm&dxicts,  the  pureft  organs  of  truth  and 
good  faith.  But  in  making  thefe  reflexions,' 
which  will  certainly  be  confidered  as  fevere,let 
m^  proclaim,  that  the  paffages  of  the  King's 
declaration,  which  give  rife  to  them,  did  hot 
originate  with  his  Majcfty.  They  were  (ent 
to  him  by  the  leaders  of  the  Gohftitutibnal 
party,  who '  faw  no  other  means  of' averting 
the  defign,  whicb  began  to  be  dpferil j  talked 
of,  of  bringing^  their  Majefties-tdkltHali  I 
may  farther  add^'  that  had  not  this  exfecrable 
defign  bedn  equally  ^4l  trebled  ^gairfft  the 
Queen,  the  King  would  have  been  offended 
with  any  one  who  IhoU^ld  have  dared  to  cbun- 
fel  him  to  make  fuch' a' declaration ;  and 
never  would  have  confented  to  belie  his  fen- 
timents  atid  his  cbififcience,'  in  order  to  efcape 
a ' danger  thaf  threatened  only  himfelf .  The 
ComthiffioncnK  on  leaving  the  Queen  went 
id  the '  Affemt)ly ,  and  there  read  their  mi- 
nutes, containing tbele  declarations.  SeVetal 
cxpreffions  in  that  of  the  King  drew  from 
th&  Catc-Gauche  indecent  exclamations,  and 
rude  bUrifls  of  laughter. '  That  of  the'  Queen 


*  Thepaflages  alluieci  to  are  printed  in  Italics. 
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was  ftill  oftener  interrupted  by  murmurs .»— 
Both  were  depofited  in  the  archives,  to  be* 
produced  when  wanted  by  the  Committee' 
charged   with  the  general    report   of    this 
af&in 

The  laft  Sittings  of  the  month  of  June 
were  almoft  wholly  employed  either  in  re- 
ceiving different  Deputations,  fent  on  the 
late  events  to  teftify  to  the  Aflembly  fidelity, 
refpeift,  admiration,  and  fo .  forth ;  or  in 
reading  patriotic  letters,  and  addreffes  from 
Departments,  Municipahties,  and  Clubs, 
expreflive  of  the  fame  fentiments.  In  the 
number  of  the  letters,  one  from  the  Coynt 
d^E/taing  was  obferved  to  be  among  the 
moft  ridiculous.  Being  confined  to  his 
room  by  fome  complaint,  and  not  choofing 
to  leave  the  leaft  doubt  of  his  ardour  to  take 
the  new  oath,  he  was  not '  content  with 
fending  it  to  his  Section,  but  addreffed  it  to 
the  Aflembly  in  a  letter,  which  he  concluded 
Aus  :-~-4j  LieutenanUGeneral  and  Vic£- 
Admiral  J  J  ferve  my  Country  by  Land  and 
fia-^-^OhL  that  there  were  another  eLe-*^ 
ment  in  which  I  could  fight  far  the  ConJH^ 
tutioTkr  and  ncquit  myfelfof  all  the  duties 
of  a  C&iztn  /  ^      '         -  ^ 

O  4  The 
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The  reading  of  thcfc  difgufting  flatteries 
was  intejrrupted,  to  attend  to  a  letter  from 
the  Magiftratcs  of  the  Department  of  Ar- 
dennes, and  to  a  copy  of  fomc  of  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  diftridt  of  Montmedy,  reUtivc 
to  the  arreft  of  three  Officers  of  the  Regi- 
ment of  RoyaUAlkmand.  To  the  minutes 
were  annexed  feveral  papers  found  upoo 
them.  The  moft  remarkable  was  an  order 
from  the  King,  fignifyipg,  **  That,  is  his 
**  Majefty  intended  to  be  at  Montmedy  on 
**  the  20th  of  June,  M.  de  Bouill€W2L$  ot^ 
**  dercd  to  ftation  troops  in  the  propereft 
*'  places,  upon  the  road  from  Chalons 
•'  on  the  Mame  to  Montmedy,  for  the 
•*  fafety  of  the  King  and.  his  Family,  and 
*'  that  he  was  anfwerable  for  the  orders  he 
**  ihould  give/* 

The  papers,  which  Ihewed  clearly  that  the 
King  had  no  intention  of  going  farther  than 
Montmedy,  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee. With  regard  to  the  Officers  who  had 
been  arrefted,  the  Aflembly  decreed,  that 
they  fliould  be  impiediately  removed  to 
Paris ;  but  the  confideration  of  the  danger 
they  might  be  expofed  to  on  the  road^  at  a 
moment  when  the  people  were  in  the  ocioft 

violent 


violent 'fertn^ntation,  induced  them  to«vok€ 
this  Dcei*fc.  3twas  ordered,  that  they  flbould 
reiA*in  in  the  place  where  they  were  ar- 
refted,  if  it  was  fecure,  or  removed  to  tlic 
neareft  town*. 

Some  of  the  addreffcs  fcnt  to  the^  Affem- 
biy  on  this  occafion,  particularly  that  from 
the  Department  of  Laifne,  expnef&d  a  wifh 
that  the  education  of  the  Dauphin  (houW  be 
trufted  to^a  Governor  appointed  by  the  Af- 
fembly,  tofave  him  from  the  corruption  of 
Courts  ;  and  the  Committee  of  the  Confti- 
tution  bad  been  charged  to  propofe  a  fyftem 
of  vmxsX  and  political  education  for.  the 
Heir  Apparent;  but  this  important  work, 
which  cafltainly  merited  the  greatcft  confider- 
atiotif  wa«  not  yet  begun.  It  wa$  much 
ea&er  to  decide  upon  the  mode  of  executing 
the  Decree  by  which  the  Affembly  had  em« 
powered  themfelves  to  appoint  the  Governor 
for  the  Dauphin.  There  were,  notwith- 
ftaiuiing,  great  debates  upon  this  occaiion ; 
and  principally  upon  the  queftion,  whether 

♦  Before  this  fccond  Decree  arrived  at  Verdun,  the 
Magtftntes  cif  the  Department  of  Ardennes  had  already 
fent  off  the  Officers  for  Paris. 

the 
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tie  in^ubers  of  the  AffemWy  iho^Jd  be  di* 
gible  or  not ;  and  it  was  not  till  itfl^^r  a  loog 
difcuffion  that  the.  following  articljes -JWW^ 
decreed:  :    ^  .f>-7 


'•  Art,  1.  Before  the  Affembly  proceed  to 
**  the  nomination  of  a  Governor,  who  (halli 
•*  be  appointed  provifionally,  to  the  Pre- 
^  fumptive  Hpir  of  the  Crown,  a  lift  (hall 
**  b&made  oiit  of  the  Citizens  who  appear 
•*  proper 'for  this  office. 

'' Art*  2.  To  form  the  lyt,  the  members 
••  of  the  Aflembly  fhall  retire  into  the  dif- 
•*  ferent  office- rooms,  and  procefed  to  ballot. 
**  The  names  of  thofe  balloted  fojr  in  each' 
**  office  fhall  be  delivered  to  two  Secretaries  / 
**  and  a  lift  of  all  who  obtained  votes  fhall 
**  be     reported     to     the     Affembly     and 

printed. 

Art.  3.  The  ele6tion  fliall  be  made  inr 
^*  dividually,  and  by  the  majority,  of  votes. 
V  Votes  may  be  given,  not  only  for  perfons 
**  on  the  lift,  but  fdr  all  other  Citizens, 
'*  except  the  members  of  the  prefent  Af^ 
**  Jembly.. 

**  Art.  4.  The  Governor,  in  the  prefcnce  of 
**  the  National  Affembly,  fhall  take  an  oath 

«*  to 


•'  to  tfte  Nation,  to  attend  religioufly  to  the 
•*  prefervation  of  the  life  and  health  of  the 
**  Heir  Apparent,  and  fhall  anfwcr  for  his 
•*  perfon/' 

The  other  articles   of  the  plan  propofed 
by  the  Committee  were  adjourned, 

Thefe  factious,  barbarous,  and  infolerit 
men  wefe  not  fatisfied  with  having  deprived 
Louis  XVL  of  all  the  rights  and  of  all  the 
fun(5bions  of  Royalty ;  with  confining  him  ; 
xvJth  having  fubje6ted  him  to  the  humilia- 
tion of  giving  an  account  of  his  condu(5t 
to  Gohitniflioners ;  and  with  having  ex- 
posed him  to  the  grofs  itifults  of  the  popu- 
lace :  they  determmed  alfo  to  deprive  him  of 
tliat  fecred  right  which  nature  and  every 
laMr  human  and  divine  have  befto wed  upon 
all  fathers,  that  of  rearing  and  educating 
tlicir  children,  and, of  trufting  them  only  to 
jifltfons  of  their  own  choice. 
'  This  difeuffion  (hocked  the  members  of 
Ilie  Cote^Droit'  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
tould  no  longer  preferve  that  mournful 
filence  which  they  had  impofed  upon  them- 
felve^  fincc  theXing's  arreft.  One  of  them 
(the  Marquis  de  Foucault  Lardimale)  de- 
clared, that  he  ihouid  think  himfelf  moflf 

criminal^ 


cjrin^naj^,  if  he^took  the  ^eaft  pvt  m  this 
(iecifipjir  or  in  the  dc^ion  which  the  Af- 
£bmhly  propoled  to  take  upon  thcmfelves. 
And  Jo  fkould  /,  cried  at  once  all  the  worthy. 
Rcprefentatives  of  the  French  Nobility. 

How  painful  muft  it  have  been  for  them, 
in  fo  critical  a  moment,  to  fee  themfc^v^s 
reduced  to  a  iituation  in  which  it  was  abfo- 
lately  impoffible  for  them  to  give  the  King 
any  other  proof  of  being  devoted  to  himr, 
than  that  of  annihilating  thcmfelves  in  a 
manner,  left  they  (hould  augment  his  danp* 
ger  by  undertaking  his  defence,  or  oppofc 
his  intentions  from  not  knowing  them  \ ,  for 
his  Majefty  never  opened  his  rnind  to  them, 
and  thus,  by  not  dire<5ting  their  zeal,  loft 
the  important  fervices  which  they  migh;t 
I?ave  rendered  him,  It  muft  alfo  be.obferve4A 
that  from  the  end  of  July  1789  it  becanje 
^poi^bJe  for  the  King  to  ha.ve  the  leaft 
commimication  direct  or  priv^ttf^with  wf 
ficrpber  of  the  Aflepably,  rod  ^fpecially 
Vitb  th^  Deputies  of  the  N©bijijtyj  It  Wpuld 
have  immediately  marked  them  a$i  fold  ta 
the  Court  and  X)^potif7n  ;  as  Confj^rtiiors, 
af)d  fo  forjth :  and  this .  &t^  di^indtion 
wquld  have  expofed  them  cc^itinually  jto  at* 
^ks  from  the  mob,  wjiich  the.  word  Arifiif^ 
^u^l.     >  crat 


^roi  eliiWcd  thetft*  t*  ijwike  wiil^  ImpUf^^jr^ 
Indired:  commwiScatiians  Were '  likewife  as 
imprafticabk ;  becaufc  they  woiUd  bave  irw- 
quired  intermediate  agents  in  whom^  Conl- 
plcte  confidence  could  be  placed  ;  and  ijlvas 
is  difficult  for  L&Uis  XVI.  to  find  fuch:  men 
at  Court,  as  to  feck. them  elfcwhere^  Bitt, 
indeed,  the  paffive  andiileht  part  adopted  by 
the  members  of  the  Cott-Droit^  after  the 
arreft  of  thd  Royal  Family,  was  certainly 
ihe  itloft  effential  fdrrice  they  could  render 
their  Majcfties,  If  they  had  adted,  *if  they 
had  fpoken,  they  wouid  have  increafed  thfe 
irritation  of  the  people,  and  the  power  of 
the  Republican  party,  who  wi(hed  to  bring 
the  King  to  a  trial.  Upoa  this  occafion, 
they  concerted  their  plan  of  condudk  With 
the  leaders  of  the  Conftitutional  party*^  who 
wiflted  to  fave  the  King,  but  wha  neither 
would  nor  could  do  it  without  having  the 
ftrongeft  affuranee  that  the  C^i- Droit  would 
take  no  part  in  the  debate;  but  confine  them- 
felves  to  voting  for  their  plan  of  decree 
when  put  to  the  vote.  Nothing.  Icfs  dbaaa 
clifij  io  dafiftgbrous  for  the  Etoyal  Fittlily 
c<^d  induce  the  pure  RoyaHfts  to  fbrm  a 
temporary  union  with  the  Fadlious,  who 
had  overturned  the  Thron6,  to  eftablifh  upon 
:.  :  2  its 
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ifffiUffts  Aeir  pretended  Monarchical  Cohfti- 
tutioni  krid  who  wifhed  to  preferve  the 
King  tAcrely  to  maintain  it,  "and  to  prevent 
the  Republican  party  from  triumphing. 

During  this  negotiation  between  the  Con* 
ftitutionalifts    and    the    Royalifts,    M.    de 
BouilUf  who  had  fled  to  Luxembourg,  dif*. 
mayed  at  the  difaftrous  iflue  of  the  depar- 
ture of  the  Royal   Family  for  Montmedy, 
and  Ihuddering  with  horror  at  the  idea  of 
the  crimes  which  might  be  the  confequenCc 
of  this  unhappy  event,  endeavoured  to  give 
it  a  turn  favourable  to  their  Majefties,  and 
to  draw  the  whole  rage  of  the  Jacobins  and 
of  the  People- upon  himfelf  alone.     For  this 
purpofe  he  Wrote  his  celebrated  letter  to  the 
Affembly,  in  which  he  declared  that  he  wa$ 
the  folc  author  and  inftigator  of  the  King's 
departure  * ;  and  that  he  could  not  prevail 
upon  the  King,  to  leave  Paris,  but  by  per*- 
Juading:  him  that  it  was  the  only  means  tfy 
-which    he .  could    iaVe    France    from    the 
civil  and  foreign  war  with  which  it  was 
•threatened.?        .    .  ;  / 

^  >  This  letter,  which  Was  read  to  the  AiTtmr 
:bly  oh  the  .  3dth   of  June^  containedl  the 

c '  •  '  •    -- 

*-See  Appendix,  No.  xxi. ,  ^      . 

jufteft 


juftcft  cenfure  upon  their  condud:,  but  in 
the  moft  violent  ftyle/and  concluded  wjith, 
threats  too  ejftravagant  ^o  alarm  thofc  to 
whom  they  were  addrefled,  who  turned  them 
into  ridicule,  and  regarded  them  as  mere 
bravadoes.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  this 
letter  made  a  very  gcnwftl  impreflion  in  fa- 
vour of  the  King,  on  the  minds  of  thofe 
who  were  the  moft  exafperated  againft  him, 
which  was  the  end  M.  de  Bo!uille  had 
chiefly  in  view  when  he  wrote  it. . 


CHAP- 
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Ct^APTER  XLin. 


Incendiary  Writings  and  Placards  de- 
nounced to  the  Affemhly — Ridiculous  Lijl 
df  Perfons  to  Jill  the  OJffice  of  Governor 
to  the  Dauphin  —  Declaration  of  the 
Members  of  the  Cote- Droit — Remarkable 
Letter  from  the  Abbe  Sieyes — Criminal 
ConduEl  of  M.  de  la  Fayette  in  refpeU  to 
the  Royal  Family — He  is  denounced  to 

,  the  Affernbly^  ii-ho  pafs  to  the  Order 
of  the  Day  —  Friendly  Note  from  the 
King  of  Spain  to  the  AJfembly  relative 
to  the  Situation  of  Louis  XVI — The  In^ 
folence  with  which  this  Note  is  treated 
— Removal  of  Voltaire^ s  Body  to  the  Pan^ 
theon — Report  of  the  Committees  relative 
to  the  King^s  departure  for  Montmedyr^ 
Debates  between  the  Republican  Party  and 
the  Conjlitutional  Party,  the  latter  of  whom 
declare  in  the  King's  favour-^Manxu^ 

vr%^ 
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vres  of  the  Jfacabins — The  Confiitutional 
Party  ptevdU-^Decrte — Rage  of  the  Ja^ 
cobin.-Club^—They  enter  into  a  Refolution 
to  acknowledge  the  King  no  longer— Riot 
—  Places  of  public  Amufetnent  Jhut 
up  —  Several  Deputies  infulted  —  -D^- 
nunciation  of  thefe  Excejfes  to  the  Af 
fembly. 

While  the  united  Committees  oflhe  Af- 
fembly  *  were  preparing  their  report  on  the 
events  of  the  21ft  of  June,  the  people,  in  a 
ftate  of  continual  agitation,  ftiniulatcd  by  a 
multitude  of  incendiary  writings,  by  the  moft 
furious  orators,  and  by  all  the  manoeuvres  of 
the  Republican  party,  thought  themfelves 
authorifed  to  anticipate  the  judgment  of  their 
Reprefentatives  upon  this  pretended  confpi* 
racy.  Their  wiih  for  the  abolition  of  Royalty 
was  clamoroufly  expreffed  by  all  the  groups 
affembled  at  the  Palais-Royal^  and  by  mim- 
berlefs  placards  ftuck  up  on  the  very  doors 
and  in  the  paflages  of  the  Aflembly, — 
M.  Malouet  feeing  one  of  thefe  papers  as  he 
entered  the  Hall^  tore  it  down,  and,  carrying 

*  Seven  in  number,  viz.  Military,  Diplomatic,  of  the 
Conftitution,  of  Revifion,  of  Criminal  Jurifprudence, 
«f  Reports,  and  of  Inquiry. 

Vox.  IV.  P  it 
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it  in>  cichounced  it.  He  moved  the  Alfertibly 
to  give  orders  inftuntiy  to  the  Public  Ac- 
6ufer,  to  the  Adnninlftrative  Bodies,  and  to 
the  Courts  to  which  the  cognizance  of  fimilar 
crimes  belonged,  to  profecute  the  authors 
of  this  placard.  All  the  members  of  the  Cote^ 
Droit  rofc  at  once  to  fupport  the  motion. — 
The  advocate  Mar  tine  au  moved,  that  thofe 
who  had  figned  the  paper  ftiould  be  imme- 
diately arretted.  Being  interrupted  by  violent 
murmurs,  from  the  Cote -Gauche  ^  and  by  fome 
voices  calling  for  the.  order  of  the  day,  he 
cried  with  indignation—-**  How  !  the  order  of 
*•.  the  day  r*-^"  To  the  Abbaye!  To  the  Ab- 
**  i/^/*^ cried  they.  •*  It  is  infamous,**  he 
replied^  **  to  leave  fuch  crimes  unpuniftied.  v* 
Petion  reprefented ,  that  if  they  attended  to  fuch 
denunciations,  fimilar  ones  would  be  made 
everyday.  Chabroud^  who  in  his  report  on 
the  crimes  of  the  6th  of  Odob^r  1789  had 
found  no  blame  but  in  the  Gardes^-du-Corps^ 
could  only  perceive  in  the  denounced  paper 
a  trijling  aEl  of  folly  or  delirium  beneath 
the  attention  of  the  AJfcmbly^  who  aught 
not,  by  hearing  and  difcujing  fuch  produc^ 
tions,  to  lofe  the  time  they  ftiould  bejlow  on 
finifhing  the  Con/iitution,  and  accelerating 
the  happinefs  oj  the  people.  He  therefore 
1  fupported 
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fupported  the  motion  for  paffing  to  the  or* 
der  of  the  day.  The  Galleries  by  the  moft 
lively  applaufcs  Ihowed  that  they  were  cS 
the  fame  opinion »  and  the  Aiiembly  adopted 
it,    .     ^     ' 

In  the  following  Sitting  the  rcfult  of  the 
ballot  preparatory  to  the  nomination  of  a 
Governor  for  the  Dauphin  was  read.  The 
number  of  perfons  returned  as  worthy  of 
the  office  amounted  to,92.  This  lift,  drawn 
up  in  alphabetical  order,  brought  together 
chara<a:ers  fo  heterogeneous  and  ridiculous, 
that  it  created  a  great  deal  of  laughter.  It 
was  compofcd  of  Lawyers,  Dodtors,  Com- 
manders of  the  battalions  of  the  Parifian 
National  Guard,  ancient  Magiftrates,  Poets, 
Pfvcureurs^Syndics  of .  the  Departments, 
Judges,  Diretftors  of  Colleges,  Monks, 
Draiinatio  Authors,  &c.  &c.  The  name  of  the 
Prince  d£  Conti  was  alfo  found  in  it,  as  was 
that  of  the  Duke  of  Harcourt,  between  thofe 
of  two  Advocates-General,  {Guiton  deMor^ 
veauXf  and  Heraut  de  Sechellcs^)  that  of  M. 
Malejhirbes  was  next  to  that  of  the  Treafurer 
of  the  Highways,  and  that  of  Noel  the 
Editor  of  a  Revolutionary  Journal,  between 
thdfc  of  Mr.  Necker  and  M.  d'OrmeJfon ; 
but  the  name  that  created  the  greateft  agita- 

P  2  tion 
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tixm  was  that  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille. 
The  members  of  the  CotC'^Gauche  covXA  not 
ttfirain  their  tage.  •*  He  who  dared  ta 
•*  offer  that  name/'  cried  •  Rezobellj  *'  de- 
**  ferves  to  be  expelled  the  Legiflative 
**  Body/*  The  Affembly  ordered  the  name 
of  M'  de  Bouille  to  be  erafed,  and  adjourned 
the -final  ballot  for  a  fortnight.  This  ad* 
journment  was  judged  neceflary,  on  account 
of  the  farcafms  and  ridicule  which  the  lift 
could  not  fail  to  excite.. 

Very  different  was  the  lift  of  the  mem- 
bers .of  the  Cote-Droity  who  publifhed,  at 
the  ft^me  period,  declarations,  the  obJ€<5l  of 
which  was  to  manifeft  their  fentiments,  and 
th^  motives  of  their  iilence  in  the  Affembly. 
It  is  the  part  of  hiflory  to  collect  thefe 
honourable  a<Sts,  as  fo  many  monuments  of 
courage  and  fidelity.  One  of  thefe  declara- 
tions,,  graced  with  290  fignatures,  was 
cbucheii  in  the  following  terms : 

*^  In  the  midft  of  the  infult5  offered  t© 
*'  the  Monarch  and  to  his  auguft  Family, 
*'and  in  their  ptrfons  to  the  Natibn  at 
**  large,  wlia\  is  the  Monarchy  become  i 
**  The  Decrees  of  the  National  Affenfibly 
'*  have    concentrated    in     themfclvcs    the 

*'  whole 
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*^  whole  Regal  Authority:  the  State  Sea! 
**  has  been  laid  upon  their  table/  tHctrDe*-* 
**  crces  are  to  be  put  in^exeaition,  without 
*'  requiring  the  fanftion;  they  give  direft 
**^  orders  to  all  the  Agents  of  the  Executive 
**  Power;  they  caufc  oaths  to  be  admini- 
•^*  ftered  in  thehr  name,  in  which  Frenchmen 
*'  no  longer  find  even  the  name  of  their 
**  King  ;  Commiffioners  appointed  by  them 
•*  done,  are  going  through  the  Provintes 
•*  to  adminifter  the  oaths  they  exadl,  and  to 
*'  give  orders  to  the  Army :  thus,  at  the 
*  *  moment  that  the  inviolability  of  the  facred 
*'  perfon  of  the  Monarch  was  annihilated,^ 
**  the  Monarchy  was  deftroyed;  even  the 
*^  appearance  of  Royalty  no  longer  exifts ; 
**  a  Republican  interregntim  isfubftituted  in 
••  its  ftead. 

"  Far  be  it  from  fhofd  who  know  the 
**  rules  of  our  conduit,  and  we  dare  hope 
**  that  there  are  few  Frenchmen  who  are 
**  not  fatisiied  with  them,  to  imagine  that 
V*  we  could  have  confented  to  thofe  Decrees  ^ 
•*  They  are  riot  only  contrary  to  our  princi- 
**  pies,  but  they  grieve  our  hearts.  Never 
^*  did  we  more  painfully  feel  the  rigour  of 
?*  our  duty,  or  more  lament  the  fatal  conlc-^ 
P  3  **  quences 
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*•  quences  drawn  from  the  miffion  with 
*^  T^hich^  wc  are  charged,  than  when  wc 
•1^  were' compelled  to  witoefs  adls  which  ap- 
*«  peared  criminal  outrages  to  us^;  than 
**  when  our  chief  fpeakers,  Become  timid; 
"  for  the  firft  time,  were  compelled  to  con- 
*•  demti  themfelves  to  filence,  that  they 
•*  might  not  involve  fo  facred  a  caufe  in 
"  the  contumely  our  adverfaries  have  but 
*•  too  well  fucceeded  in  cafting  upon^ui, 

^*  Before  the  difaftrous  period  at  which 
•*  we  are  arrived;  we  could  at  leaft  embrace 
"  the  phantom  of  the  Monarchy  j  we  com- 
*^  bated  for  its  wrecks,  and  the  hope  of 
**  preferving  it  juftified  our  endeavours. — 
**  Now,  the  laft  blow  has  been  given  to 
•*  the  Monarchy  j  but,  deprived  of  this  great 
"  motive,  duties  of  another  kind  prefent 
"  themfelves.  The  Monarch  exifts — He  is 
••  a  captive.  It  is  for  the  intereft  of  the 
**  King  we  muft  rally ;  it  is  for  him,  for 
•*  his  family — ^it  is  for  the  loved  blood  of 
*'  the  Bourbons f  that  wc  fhould  remain  at 
•*  a  poft  where  we  may  watch  over  fo  pre- 
•*  cious  a  depofit.  We  will,  therefore,  ftill 
**  perform  this  facred  duty,  which  alone 
♦*  muft  be  our  cxcufe  j  and  we  will  thus 

"  prove 


**  prove  tliat  in  our  hearts  the  Monwich  ind 
*'  the  Monarchy  »e  infcparable  from  each 
^*  other. 

^  But  while  wc  perform  this  urgent  duty, 
**  let- not  our  Conftituents  expedl  that  wc 
^*  (hall  interfere  in  any  fubjed  foreign  to  it. 
-**  When  a  fingle  Intereft  can  force  us  to  fit 
♦*  with  thofc  who  have  ere(5ted  an  irr^gu- 
*f  l^j?  Republic  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
^*  Monarchy,  it  is  to  that  fingle  intercft  we 
**  devote  ourselves  entirely.  From  this 
*'  moment  a  profcHind  filence  on  whatever  is 
^*  not  relative  to  it  will  mark  our  forrow, 
^*  and  be  at  the  fame  time  the  only  expreG 
'*  fion  of  our  conftant  oppofition  to  all  the 
^*  decrees. 

**  Confequently,  we  (hall  continue,  frrtn 
**  the  foie  motive  of  not  abandoning  the  in- 
^*  terefts  of  the  King's  perfbn  andthofe  of 
^*  the  R<iyal  Family,  to  attend  the  delibcra- 
^'  tions  of  the  National  Aflembly ;  but  as 
we  cannot  approve  their  principles,  jior 
acknowledge  the  iawfulnefs  of  their  de- 
crees, we  fliall  henceforth  take  no  part  in 
deliberations  which  do  not  relate  folely 
to  thofe  interefts  which  remain  for  us  to 
defend." 

P  4       /  In 
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In  the  SitAtrg  of  the  5th  of  July,  M:  de 
Foucatdt  attem{)ted  to  read  this  tkcferatton ; 
but  at  the  ^rft  words  he  was  interrupted  by 
cries  and  murmurs  fo  violent,  that  the  Prefi- 
dent  could  not  put  an  end  to  them  but  by 
breaking  up  the  Sitting.  Thofe  that  fignai  this 
declaration  then  determined  to  make  it  public 
by  |)rinting  it ;  and  they  caufed  a  vaft  num-« 
ber  of  copies  to  be  diftributed  in  the  Capital 
and  in  the  Provinces  *.  The  general  appro- 
bation which  it  obtained,  proved  a  protec- 
tion againft  the  fury  of  the  Republican 
Party,  and  againft  all  their  efforts  to  excite 
Uie  feverity  of  the  Affembly  againft  this  ftep. 
Rezobelly  being  called  to  order  fome  days 
after  in  the  difcuffion  of  a  plan  fpr  a  decree 
againft  the  Emigrants -f,  angrily  anfwefedt 
♦*  1  am  found  fault  with  for  one  imguarded 
**  word,  while  nothing  is  faid  of  a  produc- 
^*  tion  I  hold  in  my  hand,  which  is  dif- 
♦*  tributed  every  where,  and  which  contains 
**  principles  the  moft  deftrudive  to  the  fo«p 

*  At  this  period  M.  de  Bonnai^  M.  de  Serenfy  M.  d^ 
CazaleSf  and  M,  Monilofter  vacated  their  feats, 

t  Sitting  of  the  9th  pf  July.-.-It  was  decreed,  that  the 
Emigrants  not  returning  in  the  courfe  of  a  month  fliould 
pay  triple  taxes  for  the  year  1791. 

**  verejgnty 
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t*  vcjci^^of  the  Nation.  I  fpeak  of  tK 
**  jdeck^atioii  made  by  feveral  Members  oi 
♦•-.this  Affcmbly/*  Ahhough  this  denunci-f 
atioa  was  feveral  times  applauded  by  the 
Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche  and  by  thi^ 
Galleries,  the  Affembly  had  the  prudence 
not  to  take  it  up. 
"  At  the  fame  time  that  the  declarations  of 
the  loyal  Deputies  fixed  the  public  attention^ 
and  interefted^every  honeft  man,  by  fhowii^ 
them  the  principles  and  fentiments  in  which 
all  good  Frenchmen  Ihould  unite,  the  Abb^ 
Sieyes,  being  accufed  in  fome  pamphlets  of 
having  changed  his  opinion,  and  of  endea- 
vouring to  draw  over  partifans  to  the  Re- 
publican fyftem,  publilhed  his  Monarchical 
|)rincipje8,  and  the  grounds  of  them,  in  a  let- 
ter which  he  fent  to  the  newfpapers*.  His 
condud:  fince  renders  this  letter  fo  remark- 
able, that  I  cannot  difpenfe  with  reporting 
its  principal  pafTages : 

**  It  is  faid  by  many  that  I  am  taking  ad- 
'*  vantage  of  our  prefent  fituation  to  em- 
**  brace  Republicanifm.      Hitherto  no  one 


*  See  the  Moniteur  of  Wcdnefday  the  6th  of  July  1791, 
unicx  the  article  Varietes.    . 

''  has 
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**  has  ever  thought  of  accufing  mc.  of  too 
"  much  flexibility  in  my  principies,  or 
*'  of  changing  my  opinion  eafily,  to  fuit 
V  the  faffaion  of  the  times.  Honeft  men, 
•*  to  whom  alone  I  can  addrejfs  myfelf,  have 
V.  but  three  ways  of  judging  of  the  fenti- 
"  ments  of  any  perfon;  by  his  a<5lions,  his 
"  words,  and  his  writings.  I  ofFer  thefe 
"  three  kinds  of  proof.  It  is  not  tojlatter 
^*  ancient  cujiomsy  nor  through  any  fuptr^ 
*^  Jiitious  regard  to  Royalty  y  that  I  prefer 
/*  Monarchy.  I  prefer  it  becaufe  it  is  cledf 
**  to  me^  that  the  citizen  enjoys  more  liberty 
**  under  a  Monarchy  than  in  a  Republic. 
•*  Every  other  motive  of  preference  appears 
**  puerile  to  me.  The  bejl  focial  fyjtem^  in 
•*  my  opinion^  is  that  by  which  not  one,  or 
**  only  a  few,  but  all  tranquilly  enjoy  the 
**  greatefi  pojfible  latitude  of  libei'ty.  If  I 
^'  difctrn  this  charaUer  in  the  Monarchical 
*'  fate,  it  is  clear  that  I  ought  to  prefer  it 
"  above  all  others.  This  is  the  whole  fecret 
^^  of  my  principles  and  my  profeffion  of  faith 
**  fairly  laid  before  you.  I  (hall  perhaps  foon 
**  have  time  to  difcufs  this  queilion — and  I 
"  hope  to  prove,  not  that  Monarchy  is  pre- 
^*  ferable  in  any  particular  circumflances, 

•^  but 


^^  but  that  ifi  every  cafe  men  dire  freer 
**  under  it  than  in  a  Republic*.^' 

Meanwhile  the  Royal  Family,   fhut  up 
in  the  Tuileries  -f-,  and  furrounded  night  and 

day 

*  On  rcpand  beaucoup  ^ue  je  profite  dans  ce  moinecit 
de  notre  pofition  pour  tourner  au  Republkanifme, 
Jufqii'a  pr6fent  on  ne  s'etoit  pas  avi{6  de  tti'accufer  de  trop 
de  tlexibilite  dansmes  principes,  ni  de  changer  facilement 
d'opit^ion  au  gre  du  temps.  Pour  les  hommes  de  bonn^ 
foi,  Irs  feuls  auxquels  je  puifle  ^'adrefle^,  il  n'y.  a  iju© 
trois  moycns  de  juger  des  feniimens  de  quelqu'un  ;  fes 
aftions,  fes  paroles,  et  fes  fecrits.  J'offre  ces  trois  forteJ 
de  preuves.  C5?  n*e/i  ni  pmir  carejjir  d^aneiennes  habitudfSj 
ni  par  aucun  findment  fuperftitieux  de  Royalijme  que  ji 
fr^^re  la  Menarchie.  Je  la  prifere  parce^u'il  niejl  di^ 
montrc  qu'il  y  a  plu^  de  liberte  pour  le  citoyen  dans  la  Mo^ 
narchie  que  dans  la  Republique.  Tout  autre  motif  de  deter^ 
fninatian  tne  paroit  puerile,  Le  meHleur  regime  Jociai  ejt^ 
i  mm  ofuisy  cehii  oH  non  pas  un^  nm  pas  quelques^uns  fiiuU* 
menf^  mats  ou  tousjouiffent  tranquilkment  4^  la  plus  grands 
htitu^  de  liberte  pofftbh. '  Sifapper^ois  ce  ^ara^ ere  dans 
Vetat  Monarchiquey  il  ejl  clair  que  je  dois  le  vouloir  par 
dejfus  tout  autre.  V'oild  lout  le  fecret  de  mes  principesy  itmn 
frofeffkn  defoi  Vtenfmte,  J^<iurai  pewt-kre  UentSt  le  tanft 
de  developper  cette  quejlion^-^t  fefpere  prsuver^  mn  que  la 
Monarchie  eji  prifirable  dans  telle  ou  telle  ptjitiony  mais  que 
dans  toutes  les  hypothefes  on  y  eft  plus  libre  que  dani  U 
RipubliqueJ'   ~ 

t  The  Dauphin  alone  was  permitted  to  go  out.     The 

National 
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day  by  a^  numerous .  guard,  in  whom  they 
could  fee  but  jailors  and  fpies  in  regimentals, 
found  the  rigours  of  their  captivity  aggra* 
^fSittd  by  neW  precautions,  as  barbarous  as 
they  were  ufelefs.  None  but  the  Mem,- 
ber$  oT  the  Affembly  had  a  right  of 
entering  the  Palace  without  the  permiffion 
of  M.  de  la  Fayette,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  ftiow  their  tickets,  as  Deputies,  to  tha 
guard.  The  Members  of  the  Cote^Droit 
nfed  this  privilege  as  often  as  poffible.  They 
faw  with  a  melancholy  fatisfadion  how 
much  their  Majefties  were  pleafed'  at  it. 
The  Royal  Family  appeared  in  feeing  thena 
to  forget  all  their  troubles,  and  to  find  in 
their  looks  the  confolation  of  hope.  M.  de^ 
la  Fayette  was  pleafed  to  take  Umbrage  at 
this ;  and  upon  his  own  authority  gave 
ordtrs  to  th^  Guard  to  refufe  the  Deputies 
entrance  into  the  Tuileries^  even  if  they 
fiiowed  their  tickets.  His  friends  juftified 
this  order  by  faying,  that  it  was  given  be- 
.caufe  fome  Deputies  lent  their  cards  to  fuf* 

iN^tional  Guard  prefcnted  aims  to  him.  The  J^oplie 
ialuted  him  as  he  pafled;  and  repeated  this  lentenc© 
which  had  been  di<Slated  to  them : .  //  is  the  Son  ;  it  is  mt 

iife^  FfitJ>€r.  - 

•^      '       ,  <  pedled 
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pttfted  ^rfons  J  and  that  fevcral  Members 
of  the  Affembly  had  often  remained  fo  late 
at  the  Tuileries   as  to  alarm  the  National 
Guard.     This  infolenf  order  was  announced 
to  the  Affembly  by  the  Prefident,  in   the 
Sitting  of  the  loth  of  July,  and  excited  as 
much  indignation  in  the  Members  of  the 
Cote- Droits  as  it  did  joy  among  the  Members 
of  the  CotC'Gauche.     So  much  the  better  f 
It  was  very  proper!  cried  the  latter,     **  I 
*•  think/'   faid   M.  d'Ambly,    ''  that  it  is 
•*  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Affembly  to 
**  receive  orders    from  any    one:    if  they 
•'  choofe  that   their   Members   (hould   not  / 
**  enter  the  Tuileries,  they  have  but  to  de- 
**  tree  it/*     M.  Malouet  was  more  vehe- 
ment in   declaiming  againft   this   outrage: 
•*  What  does  this  order  mein?**   faid  he. 
**  Are  we  not  permitted  to  go  to  the  King  ?** 
He  was  anfwered,  **  No,  no.**     **  By  what 
•*  right,  by  what  authority  ?  I,  for  one,  will 
•*  go.**     Several    Members    of   the    Cote^ 
Droit  expreffed   the   fame  fentiment   with 
equal   warmth.       **  I   move/*   faid    M.   de 
Monthjler,    **  that  M.  de   la  -  Fayette  h& 
<^*'c*del*il'to  the<b&r,  to  give  an  acGount.  of 
w^'hisi^ndtta:.     He  fhall  be  fefponfible  f6r^ 
*'*  t^fe^lfti^ges  offered 'to  the  King  and/hraf 

^*  auguft 


•*  augttft  Fatnfly.  .  I  undertake  ta  f^o&Ctttc 
•*  him.  It  is  Ihockiiag  that  fentinels  fliouU 
♦*  be  placed  .upon  the  very  rpof  of.tthe 
♦*  Palace.'*  .The  moft  noify  clamours  dttiA 
tnunnur3  prevented  hitn  from  faying  more  5 
and  the  Affembly  decreed,  that  it  was  ©lOt 
Mi  de  Montlojier^s  turn  to  fpeak,  and 
paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day, 

M.  Malouet*s  exclamation  was, /and  will 
remain  for  ever,  a  bitter  and  unanfwerable 
argument  againft  M.  de  la  Fayette  and  his 
panegyrifts^  if  he  ftill  has  any.  In  fa^a,  by 
'what  rights  by  mfiat  authority,  did  this  Ge- 
neral of  the  ^purgeois  Militia,  converting 
the  Palace  of  our  King  into  a  prifon,  dare  to 
keep  the  Royal  jFamily  clofely  confined,  to 
conftitute  him^felf  their  Majefties'  jailer,  and 
to  take  upon  hiffli  to  niultiply  vepcations  in- 
fults,  and  indignities,  which  even  ^he  jailer 
of  the  Bicetre  would  not  have  dared  tq  infli^ 
QXi  his  prifoners  without  orders  from  hi^ 
fuperiors  ?  Whence  then  liad  M.  de  la,  Fay^ 
ette  his  orders  and  powers  ?  He  had  never 
^^y  but  thpfe  contained  in  the  firft,  fec9nd> 
and  fourth  articles. of  the  decree  of  the  25Th 
of  Jm;^;  and  by  them  a  guard  ww.fto.bo 
appointed  for  the  King,  the  Queen,  and  tho 
Pauphin  j  which  giubrd^  unditr  the  Qrders  of 

the 


the  {hmmander^in-Ckief^  were  to.  attend'  to 
the  ftrfeiy  of  their ^Maji/lies,  and  to  here* 
fponjyble  for  their  perfms^  The  refponfibi^ 
lity  impofed  upon  this  guard  did  not  even 
reach  M.  de  la  Fayette :  he  might  doubtlefs 
have  joined  them,  but  he  ought  not,  at  leaft 
only  fo  fat  as  to  fecure,  according  to  the  decree 
paffed  in  the  night  between  the  22d  and  23d of 
June,  the  maintenance  of  the  refpeEl  and  re-- 
gar d  due  to  the  Royal  dignity .  Neither  ought 
he  to  have  forgotten  that  the  AfTembly,  far 
from  intending  to  make  the  Royal  Family 
prifoners  by  the  decree  of  the  25th  of  June, 
had  been  generally  (hocked  at  the  bare  idea 
of  holding  their  Majejlies  in  a  fate  of 
mref  ;  and  that  tliefe  laft  expreflions  which 
cfcaped  fr<?m  Roederer^  had  excited  a  gene- 
ral cry  of  indignation  againft  him.  Such 
was  the  duty  of  the  Commander  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard.  What  can  ever  juftify  his 
exceeding  it  in  fo  criminal  a  manner?  The 
Aflembly  ought  certainly  to  have  punifhed 
him  for  it  when  his  new  order  was  de- 
nounced to  them  ;  and  in  pafliog  to  the  otdet 
qf  tl^  day  they. did.  not  extenuate  M.  de  la 
Fayette^  crime,  thty  only  augmented  the 
mimbcrof  his  accomplices.  '  . 

:v  .  .  The 
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The  order  of  the  day  in  this  Sitting  wad  \ 
to  infiilt  crowned  heads,  as  grofsly  as  auda- 
cioufly.  We  may  judge,  by  the  reception 
given  by  the  AfTembly  to  the  friendly  note 
which  the  King  of  Spain  fcnt  to  them  rela-* 
live  to  the  fituation  of  Louis  XVI.  and  the 
Royal  Family.  This  note,  delivered  by  the 
Spanifti  Ambaffador  to  M.  de  Montmorin^ 
to  be  communicated  to  the  Affembly  from 
his  Catholic  Majefty,  was  couched  in  thefc 
terms  : 

*'  The  retreat  of  the  moft  Chriftian  King 
'*  and  his  family  from  Paris,  and  his  de- 
•*  figns,  although  ftill  unknown  to  his  Ca- 
**  tholic  Majefty,  might  and  cannot  but 
"  have  beeii  occafioned  by  the  neceffity  of 
**  delivering  himfelf  from  the  infults  of  the 
**  populace,  which  the  prefent  Affembly  and 
**  the  Municipality  have  not  been  able  to 
**  prevent  or  to  pimifli,  and  the  intention  of 
**  feeking  a  place  of  fafety,  where  the  So- 
**  vereign  and  the  true  and  legitimate  Repre-^ 
**  fentatives  of  the  Nation  might  hold  their  ' 
**  deliberations  with  that  liberty  of  which 
•*  they  had  hitherto  been  deprived ;  of 
'*  which  there  are  inconteftable  proofs. 

*'  It  is  in  this  fenfe,  in  that  of  the  moft  in- 

•'  timate 
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* '  timate  Ally  of  France,  of  a  near  relation 
**  and  friend  of  her  King,  and  as  her  nearefl 
*'  neighbour,  that  his  Majefty  takes  the 
•*  greateft  intereft  in  the  happinefs  and  in- 
*' .  temal  tranquillity  of  the  French  Nation  ; 
^*  and  that,  far  from  having  a  thought  of 
•*  difturbing  them,  he  has  taken  the  refolu- 
•*  tion  of  exhorting  the  French ;  and  he  con- 
•*  jures  them  to  reflect  coolly  upon  th6  ftep 
**  which  their  Sovereign  ha^  been  compelled 
"  to  take;  to  confider  the  provoking  cir- 
**  cumftances  which  may  have  given  caufe 
**  to  it ;  to  refped  the  high  dignity  of  hh 
•*  facred  perfon,  his  liberty,  and  his  privi- 
**  lege,  and  that  of  all  the  Royal  Family  ; 
*'  and,  to  affure  themfelves,  that  if  the 
•*.  French  Nation  difcharge  thefe  duties,  as 
**  the  King  hopes,  they  will  find  in  the  con- 
**  dud  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  the  fame 
•*  fentiments  of  friendfliip  and  good-will 
'*  which  he  has  conftantly  teftified  to  them, 
**  and  which,  in  every  refpedt  better  fuits 
**  his  fituation  than  any  other  meafure 
**  whatfoeven 

^  At  Aranjuez,  July  ift  1791. 

^*  True  copies,  being  compared  with  the 
**  original. 
**  Paris,  July  9th  1791.  Signed  Montmorin.'* 

VoL.IV/  CL  During 
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During  the  reading  of  this  note  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cdtc^jaucke  and  the  Galleries  feve^ 
ral  times  broke  out  into  murmurs,  and  the 
moft  indecent  peals  of  laughter^  whieh  were 
redoubled  when  it  was  concluded..  To  pmt  a 
ftop  to  thofe  impertinences,  or  rather  to  add 
another  to  them,  and  before  the  AiTembly 
entered  upon  the  difcuifion  of  the  note  from 
the  Court  of  Spain,  they  read  a  letter  from 
the  clerks  of  a  petty  charitable  infHtution, 
who  fent  them  the  fum  of  82 1  livres  ^fols  for 
the  pay  of  three  men  for  the  Naticmal  Guards 
during  a  year,  and  this  a£t  of  patriotifm 
obtained  the  greateft  applaufes.  Rabaud  de 
St.  Etienne  then  fpoke :  *'  We  have,**  faid 
he,  '*  heard  a  note  read,  in  which  the  King 
**  of  Spain  appears  to  manifeft  his  defire 
•«  ftill  to  live  in  good  underftanding/* — ^ 
*  *  What  I  what  T'  cried  out  feveral  voices  front 
the  Cote^Gaiiche :  "  The  order  of  the  d^y! 
''  The  order  of  the  day/*—**  I  do  not  think/' 
replied  he,  "that  when  the  Minifter  and 
"  Diplomatic  Committee  communicate  to 
**  you  a  paper,  which  appears  to  indic^^te 
••  arrangements  relative  to  your  afl&irs, 
•*  you  ought  to  pafs  on  to  the  order  of  the 
**  day.  I  move  that  you  declare,  that  as 
**  the  Aflembly  do  not  mean  to  meddle  with 
3  '*  the 
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♦*  the  affairs  of  any  Foreign  Nation,  the 
•*  French  Nation  will  never  fuffer  any  other 
**  Nation  to  meddle  with  theirs.  This  is 
*•  the  fpirit  of  the  anfwer  which  M.  dc- 
*^  Montmorin  ought  to  be  defired  to  re- 
**  turn/*  Enthufiaftic  applaufes  announced 
the  fuccefs  of  this  motion.  The  Affembly, 
after  a  very  Ihort  difcuffion,  paffed  to  the  order 
of  the  day,  and  fgit  back  the  King  of  Spain's 
letter  to  the  Committee  that  had  prefented 
it. 

]lt  was  but  natural  and  confiftcnt,  that  the  J 
penod  when  the  Altar  and  the  Throne  were 
overturned  in  France,  fhould  prove  a  period 
of  glory  for  the  guilty  authors  whofe  poi* 
foned  pens  had  prepared  and  accelerated 
thofc  fad  events.  The  Affembly  had  decreed 
the  honours  of  the  Pantheon  to  Voltaire  ;  and 
his  aflies  were  removed  thither  on  the  nth 
of  July,  in  a  moft  pompous  manner.  The 
car  which  conveyed  the  body  was  drawn  by 
twdvc  horfes,  of  a  light  grey  colour,  har- 
nefTed  four  abreaft,  and  led  by  men  in  an- 
tient  dreffesv  Numerous  detachments  from 
all  the  battalions  of  the  Parifian  National 
Guard  opened  and  clofed  the  proceffion  of 
the  funeral,  which  fet  out  at  two  o^clock  in 
the  afternoon,  from  the  fpot  where  the  Baf- 
Ct,2  tjUe 
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tille  flood,  continued  along  the  Boulevard  ta 
the  Place   Louis   XV.    croffed  the    Pont^ 
Royal y  flopped  befojpe  M.deVillete^s*  houfe, 
and  oppofite  the  Comedie  FrarK^oifCy  arid  pro- 
ceeded to  S^e.  Genevieve.     The  immenfe  re- 
tinue which  attended  this  funeral  was  com- 
pofed  of  Deputations  from  the  National  Af- 
fembly,  from  the  Department,  the  Munici- 
pality, the  Sed:ions,  Tribunals,  Juflices  of 
Peace,  Patriotic  Societies  or  Clubs,  Acade- 
mies, Colleges,  and  the   different  Theatres 
of  the   Capital ;    the  whole  of  the  Jacobin 
Club;  the  Eledors  of  1789,  .the  Conquer- 
ors of  the  Baflille,  a  group  of  the  Hedlors 
of  the  Market,  armed  with  pikes,  and  the 
villains  who  had  arrefled  the  Royal  Family 
at  Varcnnes,  and  who  marched  in  triumph 
in  the  midfl  of  the  pageant,  crowned  with 
branches  of  oak»     In  the  train  were  men  in 
antique  drefTes,  carrying  the  ftatue  of  Vol^ 
iaire  on  a   frame.     It  was  furrounded  by/ 
pyramids    crowded    with    medallions,    on 
which  the  titles  of  his  principal  works  ap- 
peared.     Upon  another  frame  was  a  gilt 
box,  containing  a  copy  of  the  lafl  edition  of 
his    works   publilhed    by   B eaumar chats ; 
round  this  box  were  the  Literati.    At  certain 

*  A  nephew  of  Voltaire. 

diflances 


July  1791.]       FRENCH    REVOLUTION.  229 

diftances  were  placed  different  Revolutionary 
trophies,  fuch  as  the  chains,  balls,  and 
cuirafles,  found  in  the  Baftille;  the  colours,  , 
and  plan  of  that  fort  in  relief,  carried  by 
the  workmen  who  had  been  employed  to  de- 
molifli  it,  and  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Fauxbourg  St,  Antoine.  Several  full  bands 
of  mufic,  both  vocal  and  inftrumental,  at- 
tended the  funeral,  and  hymns  were  chanted 
in  praife  of  the  philofophic  poet.  This  cere- 
mony, or  rather  this  Revolutionary  Farce, 
honoured  with  the  title  of  a  National  Fefti- 
val,  lafted  near  twelve  hours?  to  the  great  ^ 
fcandal  of  all  who  ftill  preferved  any  reli- 
gious ideas,  or  fentiments  of  morality  and 
virtue.  It  was  impoffible  to  fee  without  in*- 
dignation^  thefe  honours,  this  idolatry,  la- 
viftied  on  a  man  who  had  fpent  his  life  in 
ridiculing  religion,  and  corrupting  morals. 

The  Committees  appointed  to  examine  the 
papers  and  informations  relating  to  the 
events  of  the  21ft  of  June,  at  laft,  on  the 
12th  of  July,  announced  that  they  were 
prepared  to  make  their  report.  The  Affem- 
bly  fixed  the  next  day  for  taking  it  into  con- 
fideration,  and  proceeded  to  call  over  the 
names  of  the  members,  as  had  been  decreed, 
to  afccrtain  the  numbers  of  the  abfent.    The 

0^3  refult 
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refult  was,  that  the.  number  of  in^mbers 
prefent  amounted  to  1089,  and  that  of  the 
abfent  to  132,  among  whom  were  feveral 
Deputies  who  were  ill,  or  abfent  on  leave^ 

On  the  13th,  at  the  opening  of  the  Sit- 
ting, a  fmall  pamphlet  profufely  diftributed 
round  the  Hall  by  truly  pious  hands,  fixed 
the  attention  of  all  the  Deputies,  and  the 
reading  of  it  diftinguilhed  the  moft  eftimable 
from  the  moft  inveterate  among  them ;  the 
tears  of  fenfibility  flowed  from  the  former, 
while  the  grimaces  of  malignity  and  fury 
betrayed  the  latter. 

This  work  of  the  moment,  entitled,  **  The 
Reign  of  Louis  XVL  prefented  to  the  View 
joj  Europe ^^^  contained  a  rapid  (ketch  of 
what  Ijmis  XVL  had  done  for  the  Nation  i 
the  enfranchifement  of  Serfs ;  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  Provincial  Adminiilrations ;  the 
fuppreffion  of  the  Corveefi  the  abolition  of 
torture ;  milder  laws  againft  defertion^  fraud 
and  violence  excluded  in  the  enlifting  of  fol- 
diers ;  the  privilege  qf  Citizens  reftored  to  pro- 
teilantSi  the  arts,  fciences,  andcomimerce  prp- 
te<3;ed ;  the  feeds  of  bloody  wars  deftroy^d  in 
fhe  North,  in  the  L.evant,  at  Vienna,  and  in 
Holland  1  the  Ifland  of  Tobago  re-uniced  tq 
wr  Antilles  J  the  fiflxery  at  Newfoundland 

fecured 


Jtn.Y  1791O       FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  ^31 

iecured  and  augmented  1  new  poiTefllons  ac- 
qoired  in  India  ;  the  treaty  with  Ruflia ;  the 
peace  of  1782  honourable  to  France  and  its 
Allies ;  the  increafe  of  our  maritime  power  ; 
works  as  ufeful  as  glorious  carried  on  in  the 
ports  of  Cherbourg,  Dunkirk,  Havre,  Tou* 
l(m.  La  Rochelle,  &c,  &c.;  canals  undertaken 
in  Burgundy,  Britany,  Picardy,  Berry, 
6cc.  Sec. ;  the  numerous  marks  of  fenfibility 
iMigraved  on  every  heart  1  the  double  repre- 
sentation granted  to  the  Tiers^Etat ;  the 
magnanimity  of  Louis  XVI.^  who  came 
with  the  tidings  of  peace  to  Paris,  in  the 
midft  of  two  hundred  thoufand  armed  men 
in  infurreiSbion^  who  enjoined  his  guards  to 
devote  themfelves,  like  him,  to  the  welfare  of 
the  people,  and  to  fuffer  death  rather  than  op* 
pofe  force  to  force  1  and  who  came  to  fix  his 
refidence  in  the  midft  of  a  city  inceflantly  agi- 
tated, and  milled  by  atrocious  cahimntes.-— 
**  All  Europe  knows,**  obferved  this 
worthy  hiftorian  of  Louis  XVI.  •*  with 
^*  what  patience  and  courage  this  good 
*^  King,  iiiKS  his  reiidence  in  the  Capital, 
**  bis  borne  the  fuiierings,  the  wants,  and  the 
*•  facrifices  which  circumftances  feemed  to 
.'*  require.  After  drinking  during  the  courfe 
^*  of  eighteen  months  the  cup  of  bittcmefs, 

QjJ  **  he 


232  ANNALS    OF    THE        [Jutif  179^ 

^^  he  fell  fick.  As  the  fpring  advanced, 
*^  his  health  began  to  mend,  and  on  the 
**  18th  of  April  he  wilhed  to  change  the 
"  air,  and  go  into  the  country.  This  was 
*•  violently  oppofed;  his  own  perfon,  his 
**  confort,  his  fifter,  and  his  children,  were 
**  publicly  and  cruelly  infulted :  laws  were 
*'  even  prefcribcd  to  his  confcience.  With 
•*  refpcd:  to  the  departure  of  the  Royal 
**  Family  for  Montmedy,'*  added  he,  "if 
'*  that  mcafure,  which  was  thought  to  be 
'*  prudent  and  neceflary  by  the  King,  was 
**  fubjed:  to  inconveniences,  they  can  be 
•*  juftly  imputed  only  to  thofe  who,  con- 
'*  cealing  from  Louis  XVI .  for  near  two 
**  years  his  true  political  fituation,  deceived 
^'  him,  and  deceived  all  France,  and  all 
**  Europe;  to  thofe,  in  a  word,  who,  after 
**  faying  and  repeating  a  thoufand  times, 
'*  that  the  King  was  free  and  ought  to  be  fa, 
**  now  pretend  it  was  a  fiiflion,  and  lay  it 
'*  down  as  a  principle,  that  the  King  was 
•*  not  free,  and  even  that  he  ought  not  to 
'*  be  free*;  a  mode  of  reafoning,  in  fadt, 
•*  which  tends  to  deftroy  the  Conftitution, 

♦  This  was  in  faft  the  reafoning  of  the  whole  Republi- 
can Party,  and  of  a  great  number  of  the  Conftitutionalifts. 

*'  and 
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and  annul  all  that  has  been  done.  I  boldly 
appeal  to  all  Frenchmen,  and  a(k  them,  if, 
in  return  for  the  virtues,  the  civifm  of 
the  King,  and  his  unbounded  confidence 
in  their  loyalty,  they  ever  thought  for  a 
fingle  inftant,  that  they  fhould  arrogate 
to  themfelves  the  horrid  fight  of  pillaging, 
degrading,  and  dethroning  him?  I  afk 
the  Parifians,  if,  becaufe,  and  perhaps  for 
them  alone,  the  King  determined  to  con- 
voke the  States-General,  they  underflood 
that  they  were  to  have  the  fhameful  right 
of  abufing  his  love  for  them ;  that  they 
were  to  have  that  of  tormenting,  infult- 
ing,  and  enflaving  the  beneficent  Mo- 
narch, who  facrificed  his  power,  his  pre- 
rogative, his  happinefs,  to  the  defire  of 
prefcrving  and  protecSling  them  ?  Europe 
waits  the  anfwers  to  thefe  queftions,  and 
the  Genius  of  hiflory  is  ready  to  engrave 
them  in  indelible  charadlers.** 
This  work,  rendered  as  interefling  by  the 
motives  which  did:ated  it,  as  by  the  occa- 
iion  on  which  it  was  publifhed,  was  the 
more  worthy  of  notice  and  of  the  circum- 
ftantial  cxtrad:  I  have  made  from  it,  as  the 
feelings  which  it  occafioned  in  the  AfTembly 
and    the    Capital    prepared    men's    minds 

favourably 
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favourably  for  the  important  difcuffion  of 
which  I  am  going  to  give  an  account. 

Muguet  de  Nanthou,  who  was  the  fpeak- 
er  of  the  feven  united  Committees,  recit- 
ed in  his  report  the  particulars  known  rc- 
fpeding  the  departure  of  the  Royal  Family 
in  the  night  from  the  Tuileries.  The  in- 
Xormation  and  the  different  declarations  re- 
ceived by  the  Committees  proved,  that  on 
the  20th  of  June  their  Majefties  went  to  bed 
as  ufual ;  that  towards  midnight  the  Royal 
Family  having  met  together  in  a  lower  room, 
two  unknown  perfons  went  to  them ;  that 
one  of  thefe  handed  MademoifelU  Brunier 
and  M(^^^ifdl^  Neuville^  the  Queen^s 
Chamber-maids,  into  the  Princes*  Court, 
put  them  into  a  carriage  that  was  waiting 
there  for  them,  and  went  with  them  to 
.Claye,  where  they  joined  the  Royal  Family, 
and  continued  with  them  as  far  as  Vareimes; 
that  the  other  imknown  perfon  condudled 
Madame  de  Tourzelj  the  Daupliin,  and 
Madame  Royale  to  the  Quay  of  the  The- 
atins,  where  a  carriage  was  in  waiting;  that 
after  a  confiderable  time  (about  half  an  hour) 
the  Queen  and  Madame  Elizabeth  came  up 
to  them  on  foot,  and  got  mto  the  fame  car- 
tisigc^  as  did  the  King^  who  arrived  fome 

moments 
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momeots  afterwards,  iccompanied  by  M.  de 
Maldan^  one  of  the  three  Gardes-du-Corps 
who  wait  with  the  Royal  Family ;  that  at 
St.  Mdrtin^s  gate  their  Majeflies  went  into  a 
more  commodious  carriage,  which  M.  Du 
Moutier^  another  Gardt-^du-Corps^  had  pre- 
pared for  them,  and  drove  without  changing 
their  coachman  to  Bondi,  where  they  took 
poft-hories,  which  M.  de  Vahri^  the  third 
Garde^du^Corps^  had  kept  in  readinefs;  that 
the  King  had  alighted  from  his  carriage  at 
difi&rent  4)ofts ;  that  he  fpokc  to  people 
whom  he  miet,  and  appeared  very  uncon- 
cen^  till  the  moment  of  his  arreft  at  Va- 
rennes,  &c.  &c. 

After  reporting  all  thefe  fads,  and  an  ex- 
trad:  of  all  the  minutes,  which  I  have  al- 
re^y  cited,  he  ftated  and  difcuifed  the  fol- 
lowing queftion  :  Can  the  King  be  tried? 
A  very  fhrange  queftion,  and  which  ten  years 
befwe  would  have  been  regarded  in  France, 
as  well  as  in  every  other  Monarchical  State, 
as  a  punifliable  bhfphemy.  The  reporter 
referred  to  fome  of  the  Decrees  declared  con- 
ftitutional  to  folve  it.  **  You  have  dc- 
**  creed,**  iaid  he,  "  you  have  fwom  to 
*•  maintain  a  Monarchical  Conftitution,  and 
^*  the  inviolability  of  the  King,  whom  you 

**  have 
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*•  have  not  confidered  as  a  Citizen,  but  as  a 
**  Power.  If  the  King  were  not  independ- 
*♦  ent,  if  he  might  be  judged  by  the  Affem- 
*'  bljr,  he  would  be  fubjedl  to  their  con- 
*'  trol;  he  would  not  be  free.  We  cannot 
**  feparate  the  King  from  Royalty,  If  he 
^  commit  a  crime,  we  fhould  fuppofe  him 
'*  in  a  deranged  ftate  of  mind.  His  flight 
**  is  not  even  an  ofKnce.  You  cannot*  de-^ 
*•  termine  it  to  be  fo  without  laws.  Had 
'*  he  gone  out  of  the  kingdom,  he  would 
•*  have  incurred  no  forfeiture  by  the  Con- 
"  ftitutiqn,  till  he  fliould  have  refufed  to  cpm- 
**  ply  with  a  previous  proclamation  inviting 
**  him  to  return.  The  declaration  which 
•*  he  left  bears  no  legal  charadler,  and  con- 
••  tains  no  direct  or  indir^dt  renunciation  of 
**  Royalty.  His  acceptance  was  a  formality 
•*  of  mere  refpe(5t,  and  evidently  unneceflary 
•*  to  the  validity  of  your  Decrees.  The 
*•  King  therefore  is  not  guilty  in  the  eye  of 
**  the  law;  and  even  if  he  were,  the  invio- 
**  lability  of  his  perfon  would  not  fuffer  his 
**  being  tried.  But  were  I  permitted  to  re- 
"  move  for  a  moment  the  veil  that  conceals 
**  from  us  the  events  which  would  be  the 
*•  confequence  of  a  contrary  opinion,  you 
V  would  fee  all  the  evils  revive  which  af- 

•*  fliaed 
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*Vflr£ted  England-  in  the  time  of  the  Pre- 
**  tender,  and  delblated  Ruffia  under  the  reign 
,**  of.  the  infant  John.     You  would  again 
*^  fee  all   the   troubles  of  the  minority  of 
••  Louis  XIV. — a   conftant    fucceflion  of 
**  civil  and  foreign  wars  ;  and  amidft  thefe 
*•  difordcrs,    a    child   fcarcely  out  of  his 
*•  cradle,  by  turns  the  inftrument  and  the 
**  vidim  of  parties,  intrigues,  and  factions  ; 
*  *  Regents  too  pointed  out  by  the  Law,  but  in 
**  whom  there  would  now  be  no  confidence.** 
All  the  cenfurc  of  the  Reporter  and'  of 
the.  Committees   was    direded   againft  the 
Marquis  de  Bouille\  who  had  declared  him- 
felf,  in  his  letter  to  the  AlTembly,  the  au- 
thor and  inftigator  of  the  plan  for  the  King*s 
departure;  who,  by  alarming  his  Majcfty, 
and  inftillihg  apprehenfions  into  his  mind, 
had  fuccceded  in  drawing  the  Royal  Faniily 
from  the  Capital;  and  who  had  prepared 
and  conduced  the  execution  of  the  plan.^^ 
The   report  accordingly  concluded:    **  ift, 
**  That. a  profecution  (hould  be  infiituted 
**  againlt  M.  de  Bouille\^nd  his  abettors, 
**  accomplices,   and   adherents;   particlus^r- 
**  ly  againft   Meffris.   Heymann,  Klinglin, 
**  D'Offdifc^  Defoteux,  Goguelas,  Damas; 

**  Choifeuil 
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••  Choifeuil-St0inville,  Audouin,\Vetcour^ 
•«  Mandel,  Manaffm^  Talon,  BouilU  the 
**  fon,  Ferfm,  Maldan,  Valari,  and  Du 
••  MoutieTf  is  fufpcdtcd  of  being  acquainted 
**  with  the  mot,  and  of  entertaining  defigns 
**  of  favouring  it :  and  that  the  perfons  who 
••  are  accufed\  already  arrefted  or  who  may 
•*  be  hereafteV  arlrefted,  fhall  be  fent  to 
«*  Orleans  to  be^tieicd  there*  2dly,  That 
Madafne  de  Tourzel,  M.  de  Briges,  th<5 
King's  Equerry,  and  fdur  Officers  of  the 
[egiments  from  which  the  de« 
**  tachments  ftationed^Tipon  the  road  to  Va« 
«*  rennes  had  been  taken,  fliould  remain  in 
••  a  ftate  of  atreft,  in  order  to  be  dealt  with 
««  according  to  the  evidence  that  may  ap- 
•«  pear.  Sdlyt  That  the  two  chamber* 
**  maids  (hould  be  fet  at  liberty." 

After  a  filence  of  fome  moments^  feveral 
Members  defired  that  the  Report  fhould  be 
printed ;  others  propofed  that  the  difcuifioti 
ihould  be  adjourned,  which  the  Conititu- 
tional  Party  ftrongly  oppofed.  "  We  can» 
**  not  be  ignorant/*  faid  M.  d'Andre\  **  that 
**  a  clafs  of  people,  who  wi(h  to  feize  the 
**  occafion  of  the  King's  departure  to  Over- 
**  turn  the  Conftitution   which  they  have 

•*  fwom 
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**  fwom  to  maintain,  only  want  time  to  ftir 
**  up  fomc  credulous  perfons,  fome  unin- 
•*  foraied  men,  who  think  that  the  over- 
*•  turning  of  the  Conftitution  will  redound 
**  to  their  own  perfonal  advantage.  Thcfc, 
^*  and  I  fp^k  it  without  fear,  are  only  the 
**  factious,  the  intriguing,  men  of  no 
•*  talents.*' 

M.  d' Andre  was  very  much  applauded; 
but  Robefpierre  wis  not  lefs  fo  in  maintainr- 
ing  the  contrary  opinion.  This  inconfiftency, 
of  which  a  thoufand  examples  may  be  found 
in  affemblics  of  every  kind  with  which  the 
Revolution  has  covered  France,  proves,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  that  in  general  ihe  enthu- 
fiafm  and  the  paflions  of  the  people  are 
much  lefs  excited  by  a  fentence  than  a  word, 
although  they  underiland  neither  one  nor  the 
other ;  but  they  more  eafily  retain  and  repeat 
a  word,  and  each  individual  attaches  his  pre. 
dominating  idea  to  it ;  whereas  they  camiot 
retain  a  fentence,  or  repeat  it  without  muti- 
lating it.  Thus  the  popular  movements 
which  have  been  too  often  regarded  in  France 
as  Ae  efFc<9:  of  public  opini<xi,  had  fcarcely 
ever  any  cpnneaion  with  it.  They  were 
always  excited  by  the  factious,  who  took 

this 
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this  mode  of  fceuring  fuccefs  to  theiir  pro- 
jefts  *. 

In  the  debates  which  arofe  in  confcfquence 
of  th?  motion  for  adjournment;  the  Cdnfti- 
tutional  Party  carried  it  by  a  very  great  ma- 
jority, and  the  difcuffion  of  the  merits  of 
this  important  fubjed:  was  opened  without 
delay.  Pethion,  who  fpoke  firft,  contended 
violently  againft  the  opinion  of  the  Reporter. 
•*  The  inviolability  of  the  King,'\faid  he, 
*'  can  only  be  applied  to  a6ls  of  Royalty  ^ 
**  in  all  others  he  ought  to  be  fubjecSl  to  the 
•*  Laws,  without  which  he  would  be  a  def- 
•*  pot. — To  enjoy  perfed:  inviolability  he 
•*  fhould  be  infallible.  He  is,  it  is  faid,  a 
•*  Power,  and  a  Power  is  not  fubjeft  to 
*'  punifhment.  What  wretched  fophiftry  f 
**  Can  he  then  murder  with -impunity?  Shall 

*  I  had  opportunities  of  deing  and  clofely  obferving 
fcvtral  infurrcftions.  I  have  often  cawfcd  thofe  who 
fecmed  the  bufieft  in  the  mob  to  be  fcparately  qucf- 
tioned  by  confidential  p^rfons.  They  had  all  the  fame 
rallying  word,  but  each  of  them' attached  a  different  idea 
to  it :  fo  true  it  is  that  the  people,  ever  abforbed  by  their 
neceilities,  or  hurried  away  by  their  pailicais,  never  can 
have  an  opinion,  property  fo  called  ;^  for  no  opinion 
whatever  can  be  formed  but  by  reflcflion,  and  they  are 
not  in  the  habit  of  refleding,  neither  have  they  time  for 
it. 

1  **  a  NerOf 
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"  a  NerOf  or  2l  Caligula^  indulge  their  phren* 
•*  fies,  their  fanguinary  tafte,  and  we  refpe<9: 
**  them! — — **  A  general  fhudder  of  in- 
dignation and  horronr  informed  this  villain 
that  it  was  not  of  Nero  but  of  Louis  XVI. 
that  he  was  fpeakingi  but  he  continued 
nearly  in  the  fame  flyle,  in  fpite  of  frequent 
murmurs.  He  concluded  by  moving,  that 
the  King  fhould  be  arraigned  and  tried  by 
the  National  Affembly,  or  by  a  Convention 
appointed  exprefsly  for  that  purpofe. 

This  motion,  with  which  the  Sitting  con- 
cluded, obtained  fome  applaufes  from  the 
Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche^  but  too  few 
to  alarm  the  Cotc-Droit ;  who,  tme  to  the 
refolution  diey  had  taken,  kept  a  profound 
filence.  This  debate  was  continued  in  the 
two  following  Sittings.  I  fhall  not  imder- 
take  to  detail  it :  it  is  eafy  to  imagine  what 
the  Conftitutional  fpeakers,  the  Liancourts, 
Lameths,  Barnaves,  Duports,  &c.  &c.  could 
fay  in  defence  of  Louis  XVL  and  the  atro- 
cious^ declamations  of  his  detractors;  the 
blafphemies  of  Robefpierte  and  his  fellows 
are  too  horrible  to  be  recalled  to  mind* 

The  Republican  party,  enraged  at  finding 
themfelves  in  a  niinority  in  the  Affembly, 
ware  extremely  active  in  ftirring  up  the 

Vol.  IV.  R  People 
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-Pco^  againft  the  majority.  The  moft  Vid- 
leat  placards  ahd  pamphlets  deluged  the 
Capital ;  the  revolutionary  clubs  entered  into 
the  moft  feditious  rcfolutions ;  that  of  the 
Jacobins  voted  an  addrefs  of  cenfur^  and 
abufe  to  the  National  Affembly,  becaufe 
they  had  fcnt  Commiffioners  to  meet  the 
King^  inftead  of  ordering  him  to  the  bar-w 
They  ordered  that  this  addrefs  (hould  be 
printed,  and  fent  into  the  provinces.  One 
of  the  moft  flaming  members  of  the  club, 
Brijfot,  read  a  difcourfc. which  he  had  com- 
pofed  on  the  occafion,  and  which  he  con- 
cluded with  propofing  to  confider  ahfolutc 
inviolability  as  derogatory  to  the  fovereignty 
of  the  Nation  and  fubverfive  of  the  Confti- 
tution ;  and  confequently  to  declare  that  the 
Xing  might  and  ought  to  be  tried:  this 
compofition  was  alfo  ordered  to  be  printed. 
This  prppofition,  proclaimed  by  the  Repub- 
lican Journalifts,  was  repeated  in  the  vocife- 
rationjs  of  the  popular  groups,  which  af- 
fembled  in  greater  numbers  than  ever.  On 
the  14th  of  July,  at  the  end  of  the  Sitting,  a 
very  numerous  deputation  of  the  rabble, 
compofed  principally  of  women  and  work- 
men, calling  themfelves  ,  Members  of  the 
Fraternal  Society,  defired  to  be  adjojitted  to 

the 
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the  bar,  to  prcfent  a  petition  relative  to  the 
exifting  debate.  The  Prefident  {Charles  de 
Lameth)  did  not  think  that  this  Deputa- 
tion ought  to  be  admitted ;  but  he  received 
the  petition,  and  undertook  to  propofe  the 
reading  of  it  to  the  Affembly.  The  ptopofal 
was  at  firft  rejefted  by  acclamation,  but  J5^r- 
nave  prevailed  upon  the  Aflembly  merely  to 
defer  the  reading  of  the  Petition  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  Sitting  on  the  next  day.  **  The 
**  queftion  before  us,**  faid  he,  **  gains  the 
*•  more,  the  mpre  it  is  agitated.  It  is  of  im- 
•*  portance  that  the  public  (hould  be  inform- 
"  ed,  that  no  doubts  fhould  be  left  refpedlf^ 
**  ing  the  wifdom  of  the  decree  you  arc 
'*  going  to  pafs,  that  all  (hould  be  heard,  all 
••  be  difcufled,  and  no  objection  remain  un* 
**  anfwered/* 

The  following  Sitting  was  opened  with 
the  reading  of  the  Petition  of  the  Deputies 
of  the  Fraternal  Society.  We  may  judge, 
by  the  audacity  of  this  production,  to  what 
a  pitch  at  that  moment  the  fermentation  and 
delirium  of  the  Parifian  populace  had  ar- 
rived. 

^*  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation, 
*^  The  Frerich  fent  you  to  give  them  a 
R  2  •*  Confti- 
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'*  Conftitution,  and  not  to  eftabliih  upon  thr 
^*  'Thfone  a  perjured,  traitor  Chief,  who  has 
**  broken  the  moft  folemn  oaths ;  a  Chief 
*•  who  has  manifefted  the  moft  perfidious 
**  and  moft  deftrudtive  defigns  againft  the 
**  great  work  in  which  all  have  ccMicurred. 
**  Juftly  alarmed  at  the  dangerous  difpofi- 
**  tions  of  your  Committees,  we  come  to 
**  unbofom  our  anxieties  to  you,  and  to  de- 
*^  mand  of  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Country, 
'*  in  the  name  of  that  Liberty  which  it  has 
**  recovered,  to  take  fpeedy  fneafures  to  dif- 
**  lipate  them.  When  the  Romans,  tht 
*^'  firft  free  Nation,  faw  their  country  lA 
•*  danger,  and  that  the  queftion  was  to  agret 
*^  upon  the  interefts  of  all,  they  aflembled 
*'  as  a  Nation.  The  Senators  mixed  with 
^*  them  to  colledl  their  votes,  and  the  Senate 
^'  never  decided  alone  upon  fuch  important 
'•  fubjeds.  It  is  with  this  fpirit  of  the 
'^  Romans,  with  this  fpirit  of  Liberty, 
**  which  we  will  pr^ferve  as  long  as  wfe, 
**  live,  that  We  come  to  entreat  you  not  to 
*'  pafs  a  definitive  a6t  upon  the  fate  of  Z.^i^£s 
*'  XVI.  before  the  wifties  of  all  the  Cotn* 
*  *  raunes  of  France  are  manifcfted ;. before  the 
**  voice  of  the  mafs  of  the  people  is  heard 
'*  upon  a  fubje<5t  in  which  the  intfeifefts'of 

*•  the 
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**  the  wbolf  Nation  are  concerned,  and  to 
**  which  the  power  you  ret^ived  from 
**  them  does  not  extend.  Beware  that  you 
^*  do  not  yourfeives  crown  the  atrofious  per- 
*^  fidies  of  our  enemies.  Finally,  confider 
*^  that  you  neither  can  nor  ought  to  pre* 
**  juc^e  a  queftion  of  this  nature;  every 
**  d^r^e  not  contained  within  the  bounds 
^  prefcribed  to  you,  would  be  null,  and 
^*  J)ear  at  the  fame  time  a  character  the  moft 
**  i»v?^five  of  the  People's  rights/* 

This  petition  was  in  a  great  meafure  the 
Icxt  upon  which  the  Republican  orators  had 
CQinmenited  in  their  declamations.  It  ex* 
cited  as  much  murmuring  in  the  Aflembly 
9S  appjaufe  in  the  Galleries ;  but  on  the  read- 
ing of  the  fignatures,  among  which  were 
the  names  of  a  great  number  of  won>en, 
repeated  burfts  of  laughter  mcr^afed  this  tu- 
nwltt  tp  which  the  Aflembly  put  an  end  by 
mffing  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  ^ConftitutionaJ  Party,  affured  of  vie 
fory^  were  not  willing  to  pu(h  it  fo  far  as 
they  might  have  done.  The  re-eftablifli- 
fluent  of  the  Royal  funijlions  and  the  cxe- 
^Wtiye  power  in  the  hands  of^he  King, 
ihoi4^  have  b^en  the  natural  confequence  of 
R  3  the 
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the  decree  propofed  by  the  Committees. 
How  in  fa6l  could  it  be  determined  that  the 
King  ought  not  to  be  ariaigned  for  his  de-. 
parture,  without  allowing  that  no  penalty 
whatever  could  be  pronounced  againft  him  ? 
Ayhat  then  could  juftify  the  outrage  of  pro« 
longing  the  flate  of  nullity,  or  rather  the 
ftate  of  captivity,  in  which  M.  de  la  Fayette 
detained  his  Majefty  and  the  Royal  Family  ? 
The  Republican  Party  felt  fo  ftrongly  the 
force  of  thefe  arguments,  that 'they  infifted 
on  the  King's  being  brought  to  trial,  only 
from  the  thorough  conviction  that,  if  he  were 
not,  it  would  be  impofTible  to  prevent  his 
being  reftorcd  to  the  fame  llate  in  which  he 
was  before  his  departure* 

**  If  you  decide  that  there  are  nogrpunds 
♦*  for  impeaching  the  King,**  faid  Prieur^ 
one  of  the  moft  violent  Demagogues — :**  if 
you  fay  that  he  ought  not  to  be  tried,  you 
ought  to  replace  him  in  the  ftate  in  which 
he  w^s  before  his  flight :  for,  by  acknow^ 
ledging  that  there  is  no  offence,  ^ou  de* 
clare  that  he  is  in  the  fame  fituation  as  if 
he  had  not  done  what  you  fay  is  no  of- 
fence. If  that  be  not  your  intention,  we* 
are  much  further  advanced  ;  for  we  agfee 
^ith  the  Committees.'*     A  Member  of 

th? 
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the  ,Cominittec  of  the  Conftitution  {Dcf^ 
meuniers)  immediately  replied  f  That  the 
Committee  were  unanimouflyof  ppnaion^  that 
tl^  fufpcnfion  of  the  fimd:ions  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Power  ought  not  be  taken  off  till  the 
Conflitutional  A(5l  was  finiflied;  that  the 
C<M>ilituent  Body  had  a  right  to  fufpend  the 
Royal  fundions;  that  when  the  Conftitu- 
tional  Charter  was  completed,  it  ought  to  be 
preiented  to  the  King;  and  that,  if  he  did 
not  aqcept  it  without  any  refer ve  or  corudi-* 
tHW,  he  flioiild  then  forfeit  the  Throne. 

Thefe  ftrange  afTertions  were  imanimoufly 
spplaiided  by  the  Members  of  the  Cote-- 
Qav^he^  but  ihocked  thofe  of  the  Cotc^ 
Droit.  Af.  de  Monlofiirr  feveral  times 
exclaimed*  It  is  net  true.  How  indeed  was 
it  poffible  with  aay  coolnefs  to  hpar  thofe 
I^eputies  of  Bailiwicks,  fent  to  the  States- 
General  without  aay  other  power  relative  to 
the  Conftitution  than  that  of  concerting 
with  the  King  the  improvements  it  might 
peed,  by  their  own  authority  declare  and 
proclaim  thenafclves  the  Conftiment  Power  5 
and  by  that,  title  arrogate  a  right  of  annihi- 
lating the  «ncient  Conftitution,  of  drawing 
\^  ^  new  one  without  the  King*s  participa- 
fion,  of  compelling  him  to  accept,  without 

R  4  any 
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any  referve  or  condition,  this  ptetendisd  Coffr^ 
ftitutional  Charter,  imder  pain  of  for&itiraf 
the  Throne,   and  of  depriving  him  proti- 
iionally  of  all  the  rights  of  Royalty  ?     The 
Members  of  this  Aflcmbly  had  not'  fiiitfe 
their  meeting  received  more  extcnfive  poilrers 
,  than  thofe  they  brought  with  them ;  their 
lawful  power  then,  in  the  month  of  July 
1791,  was  inconteftably  as  limited  as  it  wag 
at  the  opening  of  the  Statts-General.     Now 
it  is  certain,  that  if  in  the  month  of  May 
1789,  any  Member  whatever  of  the  Affem^ 
bly  had  dared  to  hari^rd  only  OM  of  the  opi- 
nions which  Defmtuniers  had  advanced  as 
fo  many  Conftitutional  principles,  he  would 
hi^ve  run  the  greateft  rifle  as  he  went  from 
the  Affembly  of  being  infulted,  abuicd,  and 
perhaps  fevcrely  chaftifcd   by  the   People  ^ 
and  that  the  moft  moderate  amongft  his  col- 
leagues would  have  regarded  him  as  a  mad- 
man who  ought  to  be  fent  to  Charaiton, 
and  kept  there  till  he  was  cured.    But  two 
years  of  crimes  and  outrages  committed  with 
impunity  againft  the  Royal  authority  had  fo 
mifguidcd  the  minds  of  men,  and  had  in* 
creafcd  the  powers  ufurpcd  by  the  Affembly 
to  fo  monftrous  a  degree  that  there  were  no 

longer 
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ioftger  afif  limits  to  them,  but  what  the)r 

The  expknattion  given  by  Defmeuniers^ 
m  the  name  of  the  Committee  t>f  the  Confti- 
tution^,  was  not  the  only  conceffion  which 
the  leaders  of  the  Conftitutional  Party  had 
the  bafenefs  to  make,  in  the  dread  of  endan- 
gering   the    popularity  which  the    King's 
^gbt  had  reftorcd  to  them.  They  thought  it 
neceflary  ftill  further  to  foothe  the  Republi- 
can  Party,  in  order  to  weaken  their  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  decree  propofed  by  the  Com- 
mittees.    Before  it  was  put  to  the  vote,  they 
ftik>pted  with   great  applaufe,   as  Conftitu.- 
tignal  Articles,  fome  arrangements  that  aug- 
mented the  number  of  cafes  in  which  the 
Crown  might  be  forfeited.     They  were  de- 
creed in  thefe  terms : 

'  ♦  It  was  formed  into  a  Decree,  which  the  Aflcmbly 
paffed  in  the  following  Sitting.  The  terms  of  it  weiei 
♦'  The  National  AlTembly  decree,  that  their  Decree  of 
'*  the  2jth  of  lad  month,  whi^h  fufpends  the  exercife  of 
**  the  Royal  fnnftions  and  the  funflions  of  the  Execu*. 
"  .tive  Power  in  the  King's  hands,  fhall  continue  ia 
<^  force  until  the  Conflitution  fhaU  be  completedi 
"  and  the  whole  Conftitutional  Aft  prefeated  to  thp 
^*  King/' 

I  Art. 
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Art.  I.  If  the  King,  after  having  fwfgn 
to  the  Conftitution,  ihould  afterwards  re-f 
tra<%»  he  fhall  be  held  to  have  abdi€!^ed<i 

Art.  IL  If  the  King  put  hinifelf  at  ihc 
Jiead  of  an  army  to  direift  the  force§  againft 
fhe  Nation,  or  if  he  order  his  Generals  to 
execute  fuch  a  projed,  or  if  h^e  do  not  by 
fif  formal  a<3:  oppofe  every  atten^pt  of  thi^ 
nature  which  might  be  executed  in  his  name» 
he  ihall  be  held  to  have  abdicated. 

Art.  Ill*  A  King  who  fhall  have  abdi* 
rated,  or  who  ftall  be  held  to  have  abdicated, 
ftiall  become  a  fimpic  citizen,  and  be  fubjcift 
to  impeachment  according  to  the  ordinary 
fo^ms,  for  all  ofFcuces  corfnnaitted  after  his 
jibdication  *, 

The  fecond  Article  of  the  Decree  was 
conceived  in  fuch  vague  terms,  and  fufcep-r 
tible  of  fo  Dfiany  diiFerent  interpretations,  the 
nature  of  this  formal  ad,  and  fo  rigoroufly 
required,  was  fo  indeterminate,  that  Robefr 
fierre  himfelf,  wjtTi  a  view  pf  fccqring  the 

*  Thefe  three  Articles,  whkh  were  decreed  without 
being  committed  to  writing  in  the  Sitting  of  the  x^ih  of 
July,  were  thus  drawn  up  by  the  Committee  of  the  Qon- 
ftitution,  and  adopted  by  the  Aflembly  in  the  Sitting  of 
the  |6th.  s     ' 

mean  Si 
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means  of  dethroning  the  Kingupon  the  firft 
hdftiKtfesN  againft  France,  could  not  have 
worded  the  article  otherwife. 

As  foot!  as  thefe  three  articles  were  de- 
creed; the   Conftitutional  Party  took  advan- 
tage <>f  the  enthufiafm  of  the  moment  which 
they  had  excited,  to  put  to  the  vote  the  plan 
for  a  Decree  relative  to  the  events  of  the  21ft 
of  June,  and  all  the  articles  were  adopted  aU 
moft  unanimoufly  juft  as  they  were  propofed 
by  the  Reporter.     The  Republicans  and  the 
Royalifts  were  equally  aftoniflied  to  fee  that 
fo  feeble  and  iniignificant  a  decree  in  refpe(3: 
to  the  King,  was  the  whole  refult  of  all  the 
efforts  and  manoeuvres  of  the  Conftitutional- 
ifts.     After  having  clearly  and  ably  demon-, 
ftratcd  the  inviolability  of  the  King  and  the 
impoffibility  of  trying  him,  how  could  they 
be  fo  pufill^nimous  as  not  to  call  for  its  ac- 
tual infertion  in  the  Articles  by  the  Aflembly, 
among  whom  they  had  acquired  a  very  great 
majority?     Could  it  have  efcaped  them,  that 
after  fo  folemn  a  difcuffion  the  filence  of  the 
Decree  upon  this  important  fubjeft  rendered 
it  ftill  more  doubtful  than  before  ?    **  The 
♦^  Aflembly  heard  us  all,'*  the  Republicans 
might  fay  to  them;  **  our  maxims  as  well  as 
<^  yours  TQfounded  in  the  Tribune,  and  they 

♦*  have 
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'•  have  not  exempted  the  King  from  atrial : 
**  they  have  decreed  nothing  conc^tning 
*•  him*  We  may  therefore  maintain^  wkh^ 
**  out  contradi<3:ing  any  Decree,  that  there 
**  anc  grounds  for  accufing  him;  that  the. 
««  Affembly  themfelves  have  prefumed  it^ 
♦*  and  have  pronounced  him  ^Ity,  by  not 
*•  re-inftating  him  in  the  exercifc  of  the 
*«  Royal  Fund:ions,  and  of  the  Executive 
f*  Power/' 

Such,  in  fa<ft,  from  that  very  evenings 
were  the  reafonings  of  all  the  Revolutionary 
Journalifts,  and  the  comments  of  all  the 
Republican  Clubs  upon  the  Decree  which 
had  been  pafled.  That  of  the  Jacobins, 
whofe  Prefident  was  a  member  of  the  Aflems- 
bly,  applauded  and  adopted  the  motion  of 
noionger  acknowledging  the  King.  Pam- 
phlets profufely  diftributed  and  given  away 
gratis^  informed  the  Public  that  the  Aflem* 
bly,  by  not  trying  the  King,  had  a&ed  aaw 
trary  to  the  wiihes  of  the  feventy-thi5ee  Pci- 
partments,  which  required  the  abdication  of 
the  King,  and  a  Republic.  Thefe  declama- 
tions, which  hired  orators  repeated  to  the 
populace  affemhled  in  the  public  walks,  in 
all  the  fquares,  and  at  all  the  cojcners  of  the 
ftreets,  excited  the  moil  violent  fermen  tac- 
tion 
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tion  in  the  Capital.  Manj  Deputies,  on  bet- 
ing known  to  have  fuppoited  '  the  Etecrec 
propofed  by  the  Comm\ttees^  were  grofcly 
infuhed  in  the  ftreets.  The  pdople  went  in 
crowds  to  the  different  places  of  public 
»mufemctit,  and,  after  driving  out  the  fpec* 
tators,  caufed  them  to  be  ihut.  Thefe  ex- 
ceffes  were  denounced  the  next  day  to  the 
Aflembly,  Many  fpeakei^s  very  juftly 
blamed  the  Municipality  for  not  having 
taken  meafures  to  re-eftablifh  order,  and  fc- 
cure  the  exeeution  of  the  Decrees  relative  to 
the  police,  and  for  having  releafed  a  man 
who  had  been  taken  diftributing  money 
among  the  rabble.  Complaints,  equally 
well-founded,  were  alfo  made  againft  the 
Jacobin  Club,  but  the  Affembly  paid  no  at- 
tention to  thefe  remonft ranees.  The  Confti- 
tutionalifts,  afcribing  the  efFeifls  of  the  weak-, 
nefs  and  inconfiftency  of  the  Decree  they 
had  obtained  to  the  vigour  which  they 
fuppofed  it  poffeffed,  were  afraid  to  enter  on 
a  frefli  conteft  with  the  Jacobins,  and  were 
fatisfied  with  obtaining  a  Decree  for  an  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  French  Nation,  to  explain  to 
them  the  principles  upon  which  the  Decree 
had  been  pafled,  and  for  fending  for  the 
Minifters,  the  Department,  the  Municipa- 
-  Itiy, 
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iity>  and  tjie  Public  Accfufers  of  Paris /in 
order  that  an  injuadion  might  be  given  to 
them  to  attends  according  to  their  refpe^tive 
-duties,  to  the  maintenance  of  order  and 
tranquillity ;  to  the  execution  of  the  De- 
crees, and  to  caufe  information  to  be  ia- 
ilahtly  lodged  againft  all  who  broke  the 
laws^  and  difturbed  the  publid  peace.  Oa 
the  fame  day,  in  the  Evening  Sitting,  it  was 
determined,  that,  inftead  of  the  Addrefs 
which  had  been  decreed,  the  report  of  the 
fcven  Committees,  and  the  opinions  which 
they  had  maintained,  fhould  be  printed,  and 
fcnt  into  all  the  Departments. 

So  great  an  expence  for  printing  was  cer- 
tainly not  neceffary  to  juftify  the  Affembly 
for  not  proceeding  againft  the  King,  They 
might  have  contented  themfelves  with  pub- 
lifhing  the  three  following  fentences : 

**  We  cannot  bfing  the  King  to  trial,  not 
**  only  becaufethe  Conftitution  has  declared 
**  him  inviolable,  but  becaufe,  laying  his 
**  inviolability  afide,  we*  have  feen  nothing 
**  to  accufe  him  of. 

'^'His  plan  of  a  journey  to  Montmedy 
**  was  no  crime^;  and  if  he  had  evpn^gonc 
**  out  of  the  Kingdom,  he  would  not  have 

**  incurred 
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**  Incurred  the  lofs  of  his  Crown,  according 
••  to.  the  Conftitution,  until  he  ihould  have 
**  refilled  to  comply  with  the  proclamati<>li 
•*  by  which  the  Aflcmbly  (hould  haVe  iri- 
**  vited  him  to  return.  ' 

**  It  is  tnie  that  another  article  oF  thfe 
^*  fame  Decree,  which  we  have  declared  to 
**  be  Conftttutional,  ftates  ttyA^-the  Kin^ 
**  (hall  not  go  farther  than  twenty  leagues 
**  from  the  place  where  the  National  Aflem- 
**  bly  fliall  be  held ;  but  no  penalty  could 
*^  be  incurred  by  the  breach  of  this  law, 
**  for  the  article  mentions  none^  and  it  was 
**  befides  no  law  in  refped:  to  Louis  XVL 
**  not  having  been  prefented  for  his  accept- 
**  ancc,  and  therefore  could  not  be  brought 
**  againft  hini/* 

The  deplorable  iflue  of  the  journey  to 
Montmedy  caufed  the  other  fchemes  to  mif* 
carry,  the  execution  of  which  would  have 
been  much  lefs  hazardous*;  and  had  either 
of  them  fucceeded,  which  was  at  leaft  very 
probable,  the  falvation  of  the  Monarchy  and 
of  the  Royal  Family  would  have  been  infured. 

This  journey  being  undoubtedly,  of  all 

*  M.  MontmorirCs  plan,  and  that  which  the  Emperor 
had  adopted  at  Mantuaj^  on  the  aotji  of  May. 

the 
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the  il?ep$  taken  \xy  the  King^  that  which 
was  moft  injurious  to  him,  they  who  arc 
cdi^fcious  of  having  prevailed  upon  him  by 
their  counfels  and  entreaties  to  attempt  it, 
cannot  but  be  exceedingly  unhappy,  what- 
ever may^  have  been  their  motives  ;  for  it  is 
not  neceffary  that  the  error  of  fuch  fatal  ad- 
vice (hould  be  a  crime  to  be  the  fubje<£t  of 
lailing  grief  and  repentance. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XUV. 


Seditious  Commotions— rRiot  in  the  Champ- 
de-Mars — M.  de  la  Fayette  and  three 
Municipal  OJicers  infulted^^—Proclama^ 
tion  of  Martial  Law — The  Municipal 
Corps  with  the  Red  Flag,  and  M.  de  la 
Fayette  at    the   head  of  the    J^ational 

'  Guard  ajfailed  with  Stones — Meafures 
adopted  to  prevent  InfurreElions — Read- 
ing of  the  Conjlitutional  AEt-r-Motions  of 

•  M.  de  la  Fayette^  M.  Malouet,  and  M. 
Defpremenil—Declaration  of  the  Members 
of  the  Cote- Droit — Rewards  granted  to  the 
Villains  who  had  affijied  in  the  King's  ar- 
reJl^^The  Clubs  denounced  by  the  Minif 
ters — Debate  upon  the  Title  and  Rights 
of  the  Members  of  the  Royal  Family — 
.     Vol.  IV.  S  Speech 
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Speech  made  by  the  Duke  of  Orleans — 
Motion  of  M.  Malouet  relative  to  the 
Conjlitution  —  Debate  upon  National 
Conventions — Decree  regulating  the  form 
of  prefenting  the  Conjiitutional  A61  to  the 
King  —  Robejpierre's  Opinion  —  A  Plan 
which  had  been  concerted  between  the 
Con/litutional  Party  and  M.  Malouet  Xo 
rejorm  the  ConJUtution — The  Plan  mif 
carries  —  Clofmg  of  the  Conjiitutional 
A£l — The  AJfcmbly  decree  that  nothing 
contained  in  it  Jhall  be  changed — It  is 
prefented  to  the  King — AJhew  of  liberty 
rejlored  to  his  Majefly — The  Palace  and 
Garden  of  the  Tuileries  are  opened  to 
the  Publics 

1  HE  timidity  of  the  meafures  which  tHo 
Aflcmbly  had  purfued  in  reprcfEng  the  fer- 
mentation and  diforder  which  the  FadiQiis 
excited  and  kept  up  in  the  Capital,  aug- 
mented their  audacity  and  their  hoj>es  fo  far 
as  to  determine  them  to  ftir  up  new  outrages^ 
in  order  to  obltain,  by  me^na  of  the  terror 
which  they  infpired,  the  revocation  of  the 
Decree  relative  to  the  events  of  the  21ft  of 
June.  The  Clubs,  thofe  eternal  fources  of 
fanaticifm  and  anarchy,  ftrove  which  ihould 
1  adopt 
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adopt  the  gretteft  number  of  refolutions,  and 
iffue  the  grcateft  number  of  feditiou^  adver- 
tiiements.  The  members  of  the  Cordelier^s 
Club  publifhed  a  declaration,  that  they  had 
among  them  a  fociety  of  Tyrannicides,  who 
had  individually  fworn  to  put  to  death  who^ 
ever  Qiould  make  an  attempt  againft  French 
Liberty.  The  Municipality  informed  that 
a  confiderable  meeting  was  to  take  place 
upon  the  fite  of  the  Baftille,  on  the  morning 
of  the  17th  of  July,  and  that  numerous 
mobs  were  to  affemble  in  the  different  pub- 
lic places,  and  afterwards  unite  in  the 
Cha/f^-de^Mofrs,  immediately  iffued  a  pro- 
clamation, forbidding  all  perfons  from  affem- 
bling  in  groups  in  any  public  place.  The 
G>mmander-in-Chief  of  the  National  Guards 
and  all  the  Commiffioners  of  the  police  were 
at  the  fame  time  ordered  to  employ  all  the 
means  which  the  law  gave  them  to  difperfe 
the  mobs,  and  to  maintain  peace.  But  thefe 
precautions  did  not  prevent  the  mobs  from 
forming,  and  going  in  crowds  to  tht  Champa 
de-Mars,  to  fign  there  a  petition  againft  the 
Decree  of  the  15th  of  July.  Two  perfons 
whom  they  had  dragged  thither,  and  who 
probably  refufed  to  fign  the  petition,  were 
immediately  murdered,  and  torn  to  pieces. 
S  2  The 
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The  Munkipafity .  being,  informed  'of  ::thk 
at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  ferit  three 
of  their  members,  accompanied  by  numc* 
rous  detachments  of  the  National  Guard  to 
re-eftablilh  order ;  and,  if  neceflary,  to 
proclaim  Martial  Law.  -  The  Deputatioa 
were  complimented  with  a  Ihowfer  of  ftones, 
by  which  fome  of  the  National  Guard  were, 
wounded,  M.  de  la  Fayette,  wzs  in  very 
great  danger.  A  piftol  was  fired  at  him, 
but  miffed  him.  The  villain  who  had  com- 
mitted the  crime  was  feized  and  carried  to 
the  Sedion.-  .  M.  de  la  Fayette,  yielding 
without'  reflecflion  to  a  motion  of  generofitj^r 
as  mifplaced  as  inconfiftent,  fet  him  at 
liberty,  while  he  ordered  four  othei;  men, 
arrefted  in  th<i  crowd  for  throwing  ftopes^ 
to  be  clofely  confined.  The  three  Commif- 
fioners, of  the  Municipality  finding  that  their 
reprefentations  only  enraged  the  feditious, 
and  that  their  numbers  augmented  every  in- 
fiant,  returned  to  the  HoteLde-Ville^  and 
giwc  an  account  of  the  fadts.  Their  report 
determined  the  Municipal  Body  to  proclaim 
Martial  Law,  and  to  go  tKenifelves^tq  tha 
Qka^ip'^e-Mars.  They  began  their  niarch 
preceded  by  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  three 
pieces  of  cannon^  and  the  red  flag,  and  foU 

lowed 
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by  a  numerous  detachment  of  the  National 
Guards. 

It  was  half  paft  feven  o^clock  in  the  cven- 
ing^'when  the  Miinicipal  Body  thus  efcorted, 
arrived  in  the  Champ-de-Mars ;  fcarcely 
were  they  entered,  when  the  cries  of  Down 
with  the  ^ed  flag  /  Dawn  with  the  bayonets  I 
refounded  from  all  fides.  The  cries  were  foon 
followed  by  a  Ihower  of  ftones,  and  a  gun 
was  even  fired  at  the  Municipal  Officers.  A 
firft  difcharge  of  mulkets  made  in  the  air, 
then  difperfed  a  great  number  of  the  fedi- 
tious ;  but  when  they  faw  that  no  one  was 
wounded,  they  renewed  their  infults  and 
their  cries,  and  began  again  to  fling  ftones* 
The  National  Guard  then,  fired  upon  them  in 
earneft,  and  killed  and  wounded  a  fufficient 
'number  to  frighten  and  put  the  remainder  to 
.  the  rout  ^  :  fome  of'  them  Were  arrefted  and 
fent  (to  prifon.  This  expedition  being  thus 
tcrminjited,  the  MunicijJ^al  Body  arrived  at 
itce  Hotetrde^P^ille  at  t^n  oVlock  >  at  night, 
a^  raufed  the  ired  flag  to  be  hung  out  ofbne 
hi  the  principal  windo'ws,  wfeere  it  remained 

,     *,Tlfe.  number  of '^J]pd^and  .wouH^ejd  were  at  Icaft 

•  forjy,  althougtj  the  -M^^/  P'*^^?^  ihtm  only  at  twenty* 

three  or  twenty-four  in  thp  repqrt  he  made  to  the  Af- 

Yeiiibfyr '        ^  '  •       *        :   r-       ■ 

S3  "  till 
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till  the  7th  of  Auguft.     At  midnight  tran- 
quillity was  re-eftabli(hed  in  the  Capital. 

The  Municipal  Body  came  to  the  Aflem- 
bly  on  the  following  day,  to  give  them  an 
account  of  all  thefe  events,  or  rather  to  con* 
firm  the  details  which  they  already  knew.— 
The  Conftitutionalifts,  proud  of  the  vi<ftory 
Af.  de  la  Fayette  had  gained,  and  embol- 
dened by  the  general  indignation  which jthis 
day  had  excited  againft  the  Republicans,  be- 
ftowed,  through  Charles  de  Lameth,  who 
prefided  in  this  Sitting,  the  moft  pompous 
eulogiums  on  the  condudt  of  the  Munici^ 
pality,  and  on  the  wifdom  of  all  their  mea- 
fares  ;  but,  above  all,  on  the  bravery  of  the 
Isfational  Guard,  of  thofe  foldiers  of  Liberty 
and  of  the  Coriftitution,  who  had,  in  this 
injlance^  given  fuchjlriking  proofs  of  their 
fuhmijipn  to  the  laxo^,  and  had  continued  to 
jujiify  the  high  ejleem  and  gratitude  of  the 
Nation^  by  their  zeal^  their  courage,  and 
their  fidelity.     It  was  decreed,  by  acclama- 
tion, that  this  anfwerto  the  fpeech  of  jlf . 
^Bailly^  fhould  be  immediately  printed,  and 
iluck  up  in  all  the  ftreets.  Tender  reproaches 
mixed  with  teftimonies  of  admiration,  were 
addrefled  to  M.  de  la  Fayette,  for  his  ad  of 
generofity,  and  the  Affembly  charged  the 

tribunals 
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tribunals  to  arreft  and  profecute  the  monfter 
•who  had  dared  to  attempt  the  life  of  the 
hero  of  the  day.  They  at  the  fame  tiWic 
decreed,  that  the  Committee  of  Reports  and 
that  of  Inquiry,  (hould  for  the  fiiture  form 
but  one  Committee,  in  order  to  draw  to  one 
-focus  all  the  lights  and  all  the  information 
which  might  lead  to  the  difcovery  of  crimi- 
nals. The  Committees  of  the  Conftitution 
andof  Jurifprudence,  then  propofed  a  Decree 
againft  all  thofe  who  either  by  placards,  ad* 
vertifements,  or  pamphlets,  or  by  fpeeches 
at  meetings,  or  in  public  places,  (hould  cx^ 
cite  infurredtion,  murder,  pillage,  or  ""any 
other  difobedience  to  the  law.  Severe  pe* 
nalties  were  enadied  in  all  cafes,  againft  the 
authors  of  thefc  inftigations,  and  if  the  crime 
(hould  be  committed,  they  were  to  be  pro-^ 
fecuted  as  being  really  accomplices* 

Petion  was  the  only  member  of  the  Re- 
publican Party  who  dared  to  make  any  ob- 
jedlioo  againft  this  Decree,  which  he  re- 
garded as  fatal  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefs.— 
J?j,  yes^  cried  the  fupporters  of  the  Decree, 
fatal  to  Mar  at  ^  Briffht^  Laclos^  and  Dan- 
ton.  He  was  interrupted  at  6very  fentetice 
by  murmurs,  hifles,  and  burfts  of  laughter, 
to  which  the  patriots  in  th*  Galleries  op* 
S4  ^ofcgl: 
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pofe^  a  few  \yeak  applaufes.  After  a  yery 
ihort  debate  the  Affembly  un^nimoufly 
adopted  the  proppfed  Decree. 

Some  villains  of  difFer^ent  couiitrics  having 
been  arrefted  in  the  infurreftion  of  thg 
Champ'de-MarSy  the  Republican  Party  en^ 
deavoured  to  turn  upon  the  Foreign  Power? 
,the  violent  animadver.fion  of  which  they 
were  themfelves  the  objecft,  and  gave  out 
that  it  was  through  their  Etniflaries  thaf 
thefe  feditious  coipmptions  h^d  been  excited. 
A  Jew  oamed  I^pkTMmj  a  private  agent  of 
the  King  of  Pruflia,  and  fevei>.o]f  eight  othej 
/Foreigners,  were  d^nounce4  to  the  Comniit- 
tce  of.  Inquiry,  who  order^ed  them  to  be  arr 
yefted,:  on  the  night  between  the  18th  and 
19th.  of  July  ;  but  neither  their  papers,  nor 
the  evidence  taken  refpedting  thetp  furniihed 
the  leaft  proof  in  fupport  of  the  denuncia- 
tion hazarded  "againft  them,  and  all  the 
odium. of  the  cataftrophe  of  tjie,  17th  of 
,  July  w^s  finally  caft  upon  the  Jacobin  Club, 
in  which  a.diyifion  to^k  place  :  a  great  num-^ 
ber  of  its  menibers,  who  were  alfo  mem^ 
bers  of  the  National. Affembly,  left  this  So- 
ciety of  pretended  friends  to  th^  Cpnftitu- 
fion,  and  joined  the  Cliib  of  the  Feuil- 
lans,  whicl}  was  entirely  cpmpofed  of 
Conftitutionalifts.     Thg  tribunal  of  police 

caufed 
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caufed  the  preffes  of  the  mod  incendiary 
Republican  JournaUfts  to  be  feizcd*;  but 
the  order  given,  to  arreft  the  Editor^  ccfuld 
not  be  put  in  execution,  as  they  had  taken 
flight,  with  DantoUi  Lt  Gendre,  and  Cor 
mille  Defmoulins. 

The  Gonftitutionalifts  were  more  powerful 
than  they  had  ever  been.  Being  fure  of  the 
majority  in  the  AiTembly,  in  the  Commit- 
tees, and  more  particularly  in  that  charged 
with  the  revifion  of^the  ConftitUtion,  it  en* 
tircly  depended  on  them  to  make  all  the 
changes  neceflary  to  render  it  truly  Monar- 
chical, and  to  reftore  peace  and  happiiiefsto 
France.  They  might  have  rc-eflabliihed  its 
jtncient' Government  without. its  abufcs,  and 
improved  it  by  the  reforms  pointed  out  in  the 
majority  of  the  inftrucSions  given  to  the 
Deputies  by  their  conftituents*  The  grate- 
ful Nation  would  have  forgotten  all  their 
faults,  or  only  confidered  them  as  venial 
errors,  amply  repaid  by  fo  great .  a  be^ 
nefit, — Thi«  is  the  manner  in  which,  they 
(hould*  have  terminated  their  career,  and 
in;  which  tbey  might  really  have  ter- 
njinated     it,-  if    they    had    been   willing, 

*' Marat y  who  publifhed  rJmldu  Peupky  and  Freroriy 
)vbo  was-the  editor  cf  VOrateur  du  Fiupk. 

,  if 
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if  thtfe  beardlefs  legiflators  had  not  fooli(h« 
ly  prefumed,  that  they  were  all  fo  many 
SoionSf  and  if  they  had  not  had  the  weak 
ambition  of  retaining  to  the  laft  minute  that 
di^picable  popularity  of  the  flreets^  reduced 
to  the  praifes  of  a  vile  rabble,  who  in  the 
Chcmp^de-Mars  had  received  the  treatment 
they  meritod* 

{Augujl  X791.)  Such  unhappily  was. 
the  difpofition  of  the  party  that  governed 
the  Aflcmbly,  at  the  period  in  which  the 
Committee  ^f  Revifion  prefented  their  digeft 
of  the  Conftitutional  A<5t,  or  rather  the  claf* 
iification  they  had  made  of  the  different  Dc* 
crees  of  which  it  was  to  be  compofed.  This 
work  being  printed,  was  diflributed  among 
all  the  Deputies  at  the  opening  of  the  Sitting 
of  the  5th  of  Auguft,  and  occafioned  a  motion 
to  be  made  for  authorifing  the  Ekftoral  AU 
feipblies  to  refume  their  operations,  which 
the  Decree  of  the  24th  of  June  had  fuf^ 
pended^  Upon  an  obfervation  being  made 
that  it  would  be  impmdent  to  take  off  tfa« 
fufpenfion  before  it  was  known  whether  tlw 
King  would  or  would  not  accept  the  Confti- 
tiition,  the  author  of  the  motion  (Af.  d^An-^ 
dre\)  maintained  that  the  Conftitution  was 
ttbfolutely  indepejidant  of  the  King's  accep<» 

tance,> 
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tance.  ^*  It  is,"  faid  he  with  more  boldnefs 
than  truth,  *^  an  A&.  by  which  the  Repre- 
**  fentatives  of  the  Nation  exprefs  its  wifli. 
*•  The  will  of  one  or  feveral  individuals 
*'  cannot  alter  it.     When  we  have  once  d€- 
*'  creed  it,  neither  we  nor  our  fucceflbrs  can 
**  change  it.     It  can  be  aflfeifted  only  by  a 
**  majority  of  the  Nation.'*     Thefe  demo- 
cratic aflertions  were  unanimoufly  applauded 
by  the  Cote-Gauche^  and  the  Aflembly  de- 
creed, that  from  the  25th  of  Auguft  to  the 
5th  of  September,  the  Eleftoral  Afletnblies 
ihould  be  convoked  throughout  all  the  De- 
partments of  the  Kingdom,  to  name  Depu- 
ties to  the  Legiflative  Body,  and  that   the 
Deputies  who  fhould  be   appointed  fhould 
immediately  repair  to  Paris,  and  enter  upon 
their   office   on  the    day  to  be  fixed  by  a 
Decree  of  the  National  Aflembly.     They 
then  proceeded  to  read   the   Conftitutional 
A6t.     When  it  was    concluded,  M.  de  la 
Fc^ette  rofe  to  make  an  eulogium  upon  this 
pretended    mafter-^piece,    ••   Which    being 
formed,'*  faid  he,  •*  according  to  the  know* 
'*  ledge  of  this  enlightened  age,  requires  no 
*•  further  delay,  and  which  all  things   call 
**  upon  us  to  fettle.     It  is  at  a  time  when 
*^  (b  many  confpiring  pafBons  are  at  work 

*'  aroun4 
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'*  around  us,  thatt  it  behoves  us  to  proclaim 
f*  thefe  prinijipje^  of  J^iberty  and  Equality; 
'/  to  ibe  piaintenance  of  which  *  every 
i*  Frenchman  ha$  irrevocably  pledged '  his 
**  life  and  his  honour.  The  Affembly^lfo 
f^  doubtlefs  think  that  it  is  time  to  give  the 
f  *  conftituted  SLUthorities  motion. and  union ; 
M  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Royal  Func- 
f*  tions  ihoujd  ceafe,  and  mutual  confix 
M  deoce  revive.  I  will  not  naention  the 
^*  painful  duties  which  my  Country  had  a 
**  right  to  expedt  from  npe  on  this  occafion, 
/'  for  every  kind  of  facrificc  is  due  to  it^ 
M  but  I  may  at  leaft  be  permitted  to  look 
:**  forward  with  eagernefs  to  the  time  when 
?*  they  will  ceafe  tg  be  incumbent  upon  me, 
/*  I  move  that  the  Committee  of  the  Confti-r 
f*  tution  be  charged  to  prepare  the  phn  of 
f*  a. Decree  coaccrn^ng  the  forni  in  which 
V  the  Conftjtuiional  AO:,  as  foon  as  it  is 
f\  fiVialty'.  pifTed,  fhall  be  pVefented  in  the 
.*'^namc  of  the  French  People  to  the  King, 
*^  ^tofbe  by 'him  examined  in  the  rfaoft  indcp 
-*f  pendent  manlier,  and  for' his  acceptance, 
it',  moft  free  and  unreftrained/* . 
.1..  I  have :  already*  proved  that  the  infults 
.with  which  M:  dt\  la  Fayette  had  fo  inhu- 
manly..JfiUed  the'  cup^  of  bitternefs  -to;  the 
^  Rpya| 
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Kq^sA  Fsvdtiilyi.  and  which  h6  endeavoured 
to  palliate>  by  qualifying  them  with  the 
terms',  of  painful  duties fV/cxe  ndther  pre-» 
fcribed  nor  authorifed  by  any  Decree,  and 
was  even  literally  contrary  to  that  by  which 
the  Afletnbly  had  ordained  the  niaijtitenancc 
of  the  attentions  and  refpedt  due  to  the 
Royal  dignity ;  and  no  body  was  the  dupe 
of  this  hypocritical  and  falfe  modification. 
The  worthy  part  of  the  Nation  gave  the 
appellation  of  great  crimes  to  what  M.  de 
la  Fayette  was  pleafed  to  csW  painful  duties, 
and  pofterity  will  not  miftake  them.  The 
conqueror  of  the  Champ-de-Mars  however 
had  no  reafon  to  exped:  to  be  fo  feverily 
treated  by  the  Affembly.  They  adopted  his 
motion,  and  adjourned  the  difcufjipa  of  the 
Conftitutional  A6t  till  the  Sitting  of  the  8th 
of  Auguft. 

The  reporter  {Thouret)  o^^tn^d  this  im^ 
portant  difcuflion  by  flating  the  plan  foU 
Jo  wed  by  the  Committee  in  their  labours, 
and  the  confiderations  which  had  ferved 
them  as  a  general  rule  to  diftinguifti  the  De- 
crees truly  Conftitutional  from  thofe  which 
v^ere  otherwife.  **  It  might  have  happened/' 
faid  he,  **  that  in  confining  ourfelves  to  the 
*'  ftri£t  and  rigorous  icuk  of  the  word  Con-r 

**  Jlitution^ 
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••  ^tuti^n,  we  Ihould  have  only  made  a 
••  colle^ion  of  rcfolutions  relative  to  the 
*'  divifion  and  organizaticm  of  the  public 
••  powers;  but  we  were  fenfible  that  the 
•*  Affembly  bad  not  eftabli(hcd  the  Ccmfti- 
*•  tution  for  a  new  people,  nor  in  a  new 
•*  country;  and  that  the  civic  chapter  af 
•*  abolitions  which  (liould  have  preceded  the 
•*  ingrafting  of  Liberty  and  Equality  ought 
**  to  be^  Conftitutionally  confecrated/'  He 
then  fucceffively  ran  through  the  diflferent 
titles  of  the  Conftitutional  Adi,  and  endea- 
voured to  prove  that  they  were  clafled  in  the 
(cleareft  and  moft  methodical  order. 

M.  Malouet,  who  firft  fpoke  after  the  re- 
porter, did  not  ftop  at  difcufling  the  merit 
of  the  plan,  but  he  attacked  its  refult  with 
fuch  force  of  argument,  that  the  members 
of  the  Committee  finding  themfelves  unable 
to  anfwer  it,  found  it  much  eafier  to^  inter- 
rupt the  fpeaker,  and  to  diredl  the  debate  to 
the  difcuffion  of  the  plan.  *'  Every  gene- 
*'  ral  criticifm  on  the  Conftitution  fhould 
*•  be  forbidden,"  faid  Chapelier^  "no  one 
**  fliould  fuffer  the  thought  of  changing  it 
**  to  enter  his  mind,  and  every  difcuflion 
**  that  has  that  tendency  fhould  be  avoided*** 
M.  Malouet  in  vain  infiftcd  on  being  per- 

mitted 
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mined  to  continuer    He  was  inceflandy  iii* 
terruptcd  by  murmuring  and  clamour.   **  If 
-  *•  the  Affembly  will  not  hear  me/*  faid  he, 
^*  I  will  henceforth  range  myfclf  with  that 
^*  cUf$  which  obey  in  (ilence ;  but  I  declare, 
'^  that  I  oinnot  as  a  Reprefentative  of  the 
*•  People,  give  my  fufFrage  to  the  Conftitu* 
^'  tional  Clmrter  propofed  to  us  ♦.    I  fliall 
'•  merely  move  that  the  deliberation  be  con- 
•*  eluded  by  a  call  of  votes,  and  that  the  - 
*•  Aflcmbly  accelerate  the  meafures  which 
•*  are  to  fecure  the  moft  perfe<ft  liberty  to 
'•  the  King.**     He  again  urged  the  Affem- 
bly  to  fuflfer  him  to  deliver  his  opinion ;  but 
Jill  the  anfwer  he  obtained  was  frefh  mur« 
murs,  and  he  was  forbidden  to  fpeak  by  a 
decree  "f. 

M.  Defpremenil,  warned  by  this  example 
of  the  neceffity  of  preparing  the  Aflembly 
favourably,  that  he  might  be  fuflfered  to  go 

♦  M.  Malouet  repeated  and  publifhed  this  declaration 
on  the  15th  of  September,  after  the  Conftitutional  AQt 
had. been  accepted  by  the  King. 

t  On  the  following  day  M,  Malouet  printed  the  fpeech 
which  he  was  not  permitted  to  deliver  in  the  Hall.  1% 
is  reported  in  the  coUcftion  «f  his  opinions,  vol.  iii. 
page  47. 

thcpugl^ 
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through  the  importanf  deckration  he  wiflied 
to  rtiake,  announced  when  he  rofe  to  fpeak^ 
that  it  wis  his  intention  religiouily  to  fuhmit 
to  the  order  of  difcuffion  eftabliihed  in  the 
Affembly.     *'  It  appears   to  me  (faid  he) 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Comtnittee,  fup- 
ported  by  feveral  of  the  Members  who  haVe 
fpoken,  to  treat  Only  upon  the  two  following 
queftions; — Is  the  method  adopted  iy  the 
Committee  a  good  one  ?     Are  the  Decrees 
-which  they  have  colLeEted  in  their  plan  of 
the  Conjlitution  really  Conjiitutional  ?''—^ 
**  Yes,  yes,'*  he  was  anfwered,  and  with  great 
clapping.      **  Thefe  intentions  being  tho* 
roughly  underftood  (continued  he),   I  fhall 
not  deviate  from  them ;  I  only  fear  that  the 
applaufes  I  have  juft  heard  will  be  retracted. 
As  I  am  not  difpofed  to  take  advantage  of 
the  order  of  the  difcuffion,  I  declare  that  W€ 
ihould   think   ourfelves    unworthy    of    the 
efteem  of  honeft  men,  if  we  did  not  boldly 
declare  to  you  beforehand,  that  we  perfift  in 
all  the  declarations  and  proteftations  which 
we  have  made  on  the  fubjed:  of  the  enter- 
prizes   directed   for  two  years  paft  againft 
Religion,  the^  Royal  authority,  the  Confti- 
tutional  Principle  of  the  French  Monarchy, 
and  againft  all  property/* 

The 
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,Tlie\  Members  of  the.  Cote  "Droit  rofcv 
and  fjiid'  all  at  once : '  /  declare  it.  In  confe- 
qudice  tliey  forbore  taking^  any  part  in  thfe 
difcuflion  of  the  Conftitutional  Adt,  which 
occupied  alnioft  every  Sitting^  of  the  Affem- 
bly  till  the  3d  of  September.  .  During  this 
long 'interval  they  never  forfook  the  charac- 
ter of  paffive  fped:atofs  whith  they  had  im- 
pofed  uponj  themfelves,  hut  to  demonftratc 
their  '  indignation,  when  :  jbey  heard  * '  the 
Comicnitiee  of  Rcporta  propofd  to;  the  Af- 
fembly,  to  decree  honorary  and  pecuniary 
rewards  to-  all  the  villains  who  hadafSfted 
in  arresting  the  King.  The  propofed  decree 
fixed  .the '  fuAi  total  to  be  divided  amongfl: 
them  at  200,000  livres ;  of  which  36^066 
were  -given  to  Drouet,  zrA  20 yO^DO  ttf  tht 
Solicitor  of  .the  iCommiine  of  Vartmnes. 
The  condtHft  df  the  Departments,  the  Munii- 
cipalities,  ^and  National  Guards,  \;&ho  had 
been,  the  moft  adive  in  preventing  the  King's 
efcape,  was  declared  honourable.  The  city^ 
o£  Vdrehhes  was  rewarded  with  the:  gift  of 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  befides  a  muikct  arid  a 
febre  for  each  of  its  National  Guards,  and  ia 
tri-coloured  pair  o£  colours  with  this  infcrip- 
tion — The  grateful  Country  to  the  Town  of 
Varennes.     The  to wn^  of  Clermont  en  Ar- 

VoL.  IV;  T  gonnc 
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gonne  and  of  St.  Menehould  obtained  each 
one  piece  of  cannon  and  feven  hundred  muf* 
kets  for  the  National  Guards  of  their  Dif- 
trids. 

One  of  the  Mertibers  of  the  CoU-Gauche^ 
obferved  after  the  reading  of  the  Decree,  that 
if  any  blame  could  be  laid  upon  the  Com- 
mittee, it  was  that  of  too  much  parfimony  in 
-their  limits  of  the  National  munificence. 
*'  If  when  the  King  went  off  you  had  been 
**  told  that  for  200,000  livrcs  he  fhould  be 
•*  arrefted,  I  afk  who  is  he  among  us  who 
*•  would  have  dared  to  oppofe  ?**    Seve- 

ral Members  of  the  Cote-Droit  fprang  up 
and  anfwered  together,  /,  /,  All  of  us.  The 
Preiident  {ViSlor  de  Broglio)  put  the  Decree 
to  the  vote  in  a  great  hurry,  aiid  declared 
that  it  was  adopted  by  the  majority ;  although 
the  CoiC'Droit^  and  fomi  of  the  Members 
of  the  Cote-Gauche^  had  not  rifen  when  the 
queftion  was  put.  There  is  fome  doubt  as 
to  there  being  a  majority  ;  we  demand  that 
the  ijuejlion  be  put  again;  cried  feveral 
voices,  in  the  midft  of  hifles,  and  fhouts^or 
Jthe  order  of  the  day.  Infulting  exclama- 
tions were  addrefled  to  the  Prefidcnt :  he  was 
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told,  it  Was  unworthy  the  fon  of  a  Marfhal 
of  Fratifce  to  cany  a  Decree  in  fo  fcandalous 
a  manner.  Vi£lor  de  Broglio  only  anfwered  - 
thefe  reproaches  with  the  noife  of  his  bell, 
which  he  n^ever  ceafed  ringing  while  the 
fhouts  'and  Vociferations  of  the  galleries 
drowned  the  remonftrances  of  the  Members 
of  the  CoU-^Droit.  After  a  long  tumult, 
the  predominating  cry  in  this  uproar  being 
the  order  of  the  day,  it  was  finally  adopted. 
At  this  time  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  went 
to  the  Affembly,  and  interrupted  the  debate 
upon  the  Conftitutional  A(S  with  a  very  fe- 
rious  denunciation  againft  feveral  focieties  of 
Friends  of  the  Conftitutipn.  Thofe  of 
Alby  had  carried  off  by  main  force  from 
the  Regiftry,  proceedings  that  were  inftitiUed 
againft  affaffins,  and  burnt  them.  Thofe  of 
Caen  had  infulted  and  menaced  the  Court, 
carried  off  and  burnt  the  proceedings  begun 
againft  the  brigands  who  had  broken  the 
ftatue  oi  Louis  XIV.  and  the  Public  Ac- 
cufer  had  with  difficulty  efcaped  their  ven- 
geance. Thofe  of  Marfeilles  had  compelled 
the  Municipal  Officers  to  refign,  fummoned 
the  Municipality,  defpifed  the  authority  of 
the  Departments,  infulted  the  Magiftrates, 
&c,  &c^ ;  thofe  of  Orkans,  under  pretence 
T  2  of 
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of  infpeding  the  condiua:  of,  the  High  Na-. 
tional  Court,  hid  take©  a  pl*ce  in  the  Sitv 
tings,  &c.  &€•  &c.  !. 

The  Miniftcr  of  the  Intefior /^Ifo  de- 
nounced ftveral  enterprizes,  and  a<fts  of  vid— 
lenCe  of  the  fame  nature,  of  which  com- 
plaints had  b^eri  made  to  hinj  j^and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Reports  denounced  the  Abbe  JTis^ti- 
chet^  Bifhop  of  Calvados,  who,  as  well  as 
his  grand  Vicar,  went  preaching  through 
the  town. and  country,  in  churches,  clwbs, 
and  even  in.  the  ftlrcets,  anarchy,,  rebellion, 
the  Agrarian  laW;,  and  a  contempt  fbr-the 
Conftituted  Authorities.  Upon  thefe  difFe- 
teflt  denunciations  thp  Affembly  decreed, 
that  the  Minifter  of  Jiillice  fhould  without 
delay  give  diredions  that  the  Abbe  Fauchet 
and  his  Grand  Vicar  Ihould  be  profccuted 
by  the  tribunal  of  Bayeux^  and  daily,  in- 
form the  Affembly  of  the  ilate  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

While  the  Affembly ^  irt  order  to  eftahlilh 
their  power,  flood  in  need  of  the  outrages 
of  every  kind  which  were  committed  or  ex- 
cited throyghout  the  Kingdom  by  the  Jacobin 
Clubs,  they  cortfideted  them  but  as  £b  rfiany 
a€ts  of  exalted  patriotifm,  and  no  feverelaw 
was  ever  pjjffed  to  puriillt  or  fw^prfefs:  them  ef^ 
2  *.  fcdlually : 
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fecftually :  but  the  Conftitutional  Faction  now 
triumphant,. 'had  no  farther  intereft  in  conti- 
nuing thofe  excefles,  and  had  reafon  to  fedr 
that  thefe  formidable  means  which  they  ha4 
nfiade  ufe  of  to  annihilate  the  ancient  French 
Conftitution,  might  be  employed  with  equal 
fuccefs*  by  the  Republicans  againft  the 
new  one.  It  was  of  importance  to  avert 
the  danger,  which  was  the  motive  of  the 
denunciation  made  to  the  Aflembly  by  M^ 
Duport  deTertre  and  M.  de  JLtffart,  both 
of  them  intimately  connedhed  with  the  lead- 
ers, of  the  Conftitoitional  Party;  It  was  nc* 
ceflary  to  prepare  the  pi^blic  mind  to  receive 
the  Articles  of  the  Conftitutional  AtSt  which 
limitqdi  the  power  iof  the  Clubs,  to  which 
the  King  in  ,his  •  declaration  had,  with  fo 
mudh  i^eafon  imputed  the  diforder,  crimes, 
and  (anarchy  that  afflii^ed  France. 
-  The  difgmce  of  tl^  Republican  Party,  an4 
the  filpnceiDf  the.RoyaMfts  in  the  difcuflion 
of  :'the  Coffiftkutional  A<a,'  fufferqdit  to  ad- 
vance ebldly  towards  its  conclufion ;  till  the 
quellion^i relative  to  the  political  rights  which 
the.RoyarFamily^ougKt  to  enjoy,  furniflied 
^  Duke"  o^  Orleans  with  a  new  opportu- 
nity, which  He  did  not  lofe  of  manifefting 
all  the  iheannefs  of  his  mind, 
'•  T  3  According 
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According  to  the  opinion  of  the  Commit- 
tee, the  exclufion  of  the  Mefnbcrs  of  the 
'  Royal  Family  from  political  rights  was 
grounded  on  the  neceflity  of  preferving  the 
purity  of  the  Reprefentative  Government, 
and  the  diftindion  of  the  powers.  *^*  This 
'*  family,''  faid  the  Reporter,  **  being  the 
**  only  one-  privileged,  they  poflefs  poHti- 
**  cal  rights  different  from  the  reft  of  the 
**  citizens.  The  Executive  Power  is  their 
•*  patrimony  :  the  exclufion  of  the  rights  of 
♦*  the  adtive  citizen  can  be  no  degradation  to 
**  them,  as  it  is  the  refult  of  a  peculiar  and 
**  hereditary  privilege.  Nevcrthelefs  it  is 
^*  juft  to  render  this  exclufion  honourable 
**  by  the  participation  of  a  particular  preroi. 
V*  gative;.and  this  method  appears  to  lis  the 
**  beft  tp  corifolidatc  oa  a  firm  footing)  tine 
**  abolition  of  the  privileges  between  all 
*'  other  citizens.  If  the  Royal  Family  en- 
^*  joy  a  pregrogative , grounded  upon  j^rinci*- 
•*  plcsiapplicable  to  themfelves  alone,  it  is 
**  your  intereft  to  deftroy  every  diftinflion 
f^  which  does. not  reft  ilpon  the  fame  foun^ 
•*  dation.  We.are  fliackled  in  this  refpe^ 
♦*  by  the  decree  that  was  pafTed  concerning 
^'  the  title  of  Prince^  which  it  was  pro^ 
••  pofed  to  yQu  to  grant  to  the  Members  of 

*'  the 
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**  the  Dynafty.  As  perhaps  you  not  think 
•*  yourfelves  abfolutely  bound  by  that  De- 
**  cree,  we  propofc  to  you  the  following  ar- 
•*  tide: 

**  The  Members  of  the  King's  Family 
**  being  the  only  perfons  admitted  to  an 
*•  hereditary  dignity,  they  form  a  dijiin- 
*•  guijhfd  clafs  of  Citizens  ;  they  may  not 
'*  exercife  any  of  the  rights  of  an  oMive 
**  citizen,  and  they  have  no  other  political 
**  right  than  that  of  the  contingent  fuc^ 
•*  ceffi,on  to  the  Throne.  They  Jhall  bear 
**  the  title  of — .'*  The  word  Prince  was 
underftood,  but  a  blank  was  left  through 
refped:  to  the  decree  which  had  rejedcd 
that  title. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  being  previoufly 
informed  of  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
upon  this  queftion,  had  prepared  to  fpeak 
againll  it.  He  rofe  immediately  after  the  read*' 
ing  of  the  article  propofed  by  the  Commit- 
tee, and  with  unufual  confidence  delivered 
the  follo^ving  Speech  j 

**  As  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  article  pro- 

•*  pofed  to  you,  I  fhall  only  fay,  that  you 

T  4  pofitivtly 
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^  pofitively  reje^ied  it  a  few  d^ys  ago. 
With  refpe6t  to  the  quality  of  aftive  citi- 
zen, I  alk,  if  it  be  for  the  advantage  of 
the  King's  relations  that  it  is  propofed  to 
you  to  deprive  them  of  it  ?  If  it  be  for 
thefr  advantage/ an  article  of  your  Confti- 
tution  formally  oppofes  it;  and  this  is  the 
article : — No  part  of  the  Nation,  nor  any 
individual,  can  have^any  privilege,  or  be 
exempted  from  the  common  right  of  all 
^Frenchmen.  If  it  l)e  hot  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  King*:S  relations  that  it  is  pro- 
pofed to  you  to  jccafe  them  out  of  the  lift 
4&f  active  citi^ensyl  maintain  that  you  have 
no  right  to  order  thcrh  tobc'erafed.  You 
have  declared  all  bom  in  France,  and  w^hofc 
fathers  were  Frenclimen,  to  be  French  Citi- 
zens. Now  the  perfons  in  queftion  in  the 
plan  of  your  Condmittees  are  born  in 
France^  and  of  French  parents.  It  was  your 
intention,  by  mcaiifi  bf  conditions  eafily  to 
be  performed,  that  every  nian  in  the  world 

^*  ttiight  have  it  in; his  power  to  become  ^ 
French  Citizen  r  now  I  aik  if  the  King's 
relations  are  not  men  ?  Yow  have,  faid,  *thaft 
the  quality  of  French  Citizen  cannot  be 
IpftlMit^by  a  voluntary  reniunciationi  or  by 
coftdemnationfe  whi^h  fuppojfc  .a  crime. 

'^  If 


If  th«*  it  is;  no  crime  in  tod  to  be  bom  a 
x^lation  to  thJe  Monarch,  I  cannot  IpfeJ  the 
quality  of  a  French  Citizen,  but  by  a  free 
ad:  of  my  will.  And  do  not  tell  me,  that 
I  am  a  French  Citizei^  but^  that  I  c4nnot 
be  im  fliilive  Citizen';  fot  befpre^  Wfe  tmit 
ploy  this  miferabk  fjubtetfiig^,  it  muft  be 
explain^l  bow  a  mau  can^ej^.Citiapn  in 
any  cafe  .or  condition, ,  who  cannot  exer* 
cife  the  rights  of  one.  'It  fhouldalfo  be 
explaihcd,  by  what  whim  the  mbftdif- 
tant  relation  !(^/iA^^//^nf)  of  the  Monarch 
cannot  beo^hie.  a  Meaiiber  of  the  Legif- 
lative  Body,  while )4  mam  appointed  to  be 
the  immediate  fucccflbr  {fupplcaiU)  of 
any  Member  of  the  Legifktive  Body, 
roayi  xmder  the  title  of  Minifter,  e^ercife 

\  all  the 'authority  of  the  Monarch.  How- 
ever, 4  do;  not  think  that  your  Comii»itr 
tees  mdanl  to  deprive/any  relation  of  tfie 
ICing  of  tliei  privilege  of  .making  his  dec* 

;  ticmf between  ithe,  quality  of  French  Citi- 
zen, tand^ithfc  expeiftancy,  whether  near  or 
reipote^  of  the  Throiiei  I  therefore  move, 
that  you  rejeA  this  article  of  your  Commit* 
tees  purely  and  fimply  :  btit  let.  mi  add, 
ithat  if  you  adopt  it, .  i:  fha-ll' liay  on  ftbe 

;  table  my  formal  renunciation  of  the  rights 

"  of 
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*V  of  a  member  of  the  reigning  Dynafty, 
••  that  I  may  poflcfs  thofe  of  a  French 
**  Citizen.'* 

-  The  Republicans,  and  particularly  the  ac* 
tive  citizens  with  whom  the  galleries  were 
filled,  flattered  that  a  Prince  of  the  Blood-  ' 
Royal  Ihould  prefer  the  honour  of  becoming 
their  comrade  to  that  of  retaining  his  own 
rank^  were  prodigal,  of  their  applaufes  on 
the  Duke  of  Orleans's  civic  degradation  and 
purity  of  patriotifm  ;  while  his  bafenefs  ex- 
cited in  the  reft  of  the  Affembly  murmurs  of 
indignation'  or  the  hootings  of  contempt. 
The  more  moderate  Members  of  the  Confti- 
tutional  Tarty  pbferved,  that  the  Affembly 
having  decided  that  they  would  not  antici- 
pate the  effcd:  of  the  renunciations  of  the 
reigning  Family,  the  patriotic  adt  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  ought  not  to  influence  the 
determination  ;  tiiat  befides.  he  liad  no  right 
to  renounce  the  Throne,  either  for  himfelf, 
his  children,  or  in  refpe<a.of  his  creditors. 
**  Perfonal  renunciations  arc  always  good,** 
replied  this  degraded  Prince.  His  worthy 
friend  Mi  de  Sillery  fupported  this  opinion 
in  a  moft  difgufting  patriotic  fpeech,  which 

the 
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the  clamors  of  the  galleries  compelled  the 
Affembly  to  order  to  be  printed. 

The  difcuffion  of  this  queftion  was  conti- 
nued on  the  following  day,  and  prolonged 
the  Sitting  till  fix  in  the^  evening.'  At 
length,  after  warm  debates,  which  were  ter- 
minated by  a  call  of  votes,  it  was  decreed, 
that  the  members  of  the  King's  family  fliould 
exercife  the  right  of  adlive  citizens  ;  but  that 
they  fliould  riot  be  eligible  to  places  and  em- 
ployments in  the  nomination  of  the  People* 
The  queftion  as  to  the  title  to  be  given  to 
them  was  adjourned. 

It  was  decreed  in  the  following  Sitting, 
that  the  members  of  the  Royal  Family 
fliould  be  capable  of  holding  places  and  em- 
ployments in  the  King's  nomination,  except 
in  the  minifterial  departments  :  that  neverthe- 
lefs,  they  fliould  not  have  the  chief  command 
of  any  force^by  land  or  fea,  nor  fill  the  office  of 
Ari^bajS^dor,  but  with  the  confent  of  the.  Le* 
giflative  3ody,  granted  upon  the  King's 
deflre ;  ^nd  that  they  fliould  bear  no  other 
than  their  Cbriftian  name,  followed  by  the 
appellation  of  French  Prince. 

The  laft  chapter  of  the  Conftitutional  Ad: 
gave  M:  Malouet  an  opportunity  of  attack- 
ing the  plan   of  the  Committee  with  fl:ill 

more 
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mdrc  force  than  Kc  had  done  ut  the  opening 
of  the  de!)ate.  It  related  to  the  determining 
the  time  and  conditions  of  exercifiiig  a  Jhew 
tortftitiient  Pow'et.  The  Comniitfee  pro- 
J>ofed  to  fix  the  ift  of  Jund  I8O0,  for  the 
jfcriod  of  Convoking  an  Affcmhly  of  kevi- 
iion;  to  be'cbmpofed  of  249  Members  deputed 
by-^the  depfartmertts,  arid'authorifed  folely, 
^^  to  re-effabllfh  the  Conftituted  Powers  in 
**  their  liriiitsi  if  they  fhould  have  exceeded 
^*  t'hei?n,  and  to  confider  and  determine  upon 
**  reforWing  any  part  of  the  Conftitution 
**  which  may  be  petitioned  for;  by  the  citi- 
**  zens/'  'or'  pi'bpofed  by  the  Legiflative 
* '  Body,  or  by  the'King^ ^  ' 

'M':'Mdl'oU^i  W;lsnot  fatisfied  with  demon- 
ftrating-th^  abfurdity  of  fixing  fo  diftant  a 
period' for  re forin's;  which  great  and  tinfdrc- 
feeri  iricohvenieiices,  and  effential  unperceivec! 
victes  might  r'drider  hs  urgent  as  neceflary ;  he 
m^iriiainedl  tliat  the  Cbnftitution  whi<:h  had 
beieift  ^decreed,  cbiild  only  be  provifionaL until 
it  had  b(teh  fubmitted  to  a  rnatiire  examina- 
iian,^  and^  a  free  acceptance,  as  well  on  the 
part  of  the  Ktngj'as^dri  tTiat  of  the  Nation. 
*''We\thuft  at^he  fame  Time,"  faid  he, 
^'^ut;an''eni5  to  thd  Revolution;  that  is  to 
f^fi '  begin  by  aniiihifatirig]  all .  arrange- 

'*  ments^ 


^4 
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'\  mehts,  aM  a^,  inconfiftent  with  the 
**  principles  pf  your. tConftitutioni. for. ihem 
''  is  no  reajTooftble  raian  that  canlbnfide.iq 
"  its;pro4nife^o£  fifky  and  perfopal  liberty.; 
**  liberty  of  confciencc,  and  rcfped:  for  pro-? 
•'  perty,  while  he  fees  them  violated.  Thus 
'•  your  Committees  of  Inquiry,  the  laws 
*/ 'bgainft  Emigrants^  the  multfplied  baths, 
*^  and  the  violence  that  is  the  cbnfequ«ic^ 
*^  of  them,  the  perfecutioh  of  the  prieftfr,  ar- 
"  bitrary  imprifonments ,  crimitlal  p^jtoceeil- 
**  ings  againft  accufed  perfons  without  any 
^  proofs,  the  fanaticifm  and  tytanny^of  the 
*•  Clubs;  all  thefe  ought  to  difappear  when 
**  the  Gonftitution  is  prefented,  if  ypu  woxild 
*'  have  it  freely  accepted  and  put  in  exefou- 
*•  tion.**  He  concluded  his  fpeech  witb  U 
plan  for  a  Decree,  which  after  laying  dk](wn 
every  point  in  the  conripleteft  n^annef,  ftated, 
iBi  That  a  Deputation  of  fixty  Members  of 
the.' Affembly  (hould  wait  upcb  the  King,  and 
invite  hini  to  refume  the  reins  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  to  choofe  his  guard,  aiid  plice  of  re- 
fidence,  and  to  declare  a«  foon  as  it  Was  ton-^ 
venient  for  binv,  the  modifications  ho  {lioulcl 
think  neceffary  in  the  Conftitutional  A&. 
2dly.  TJhat  thp  King's  declaration  flipuld  be 
addrcflcd  to  all  the  Departments  j  and  that 

on 
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on  the  ift  of  January  1793,  the  Priniaiy 
Afiemblies  Ihould  be  convoked,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  deliberating  on  the  King's  Declara- 
tion and  upon  the  Conftitutional  A6k;  and 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  every  citizen  (hould 
be  at  liberty  to  publilh  his  fentiments  refpcft* 
ing  the  New  Conftitution,  which  ftiould 
neverthelefs  be  provifionally  executod,  3dly, 
That  the  refult  of  the  inftrudlions  of  the 
majority  of  the  Ele(5toral  Bodies  (hould  be 
taken  into  eonfideration  by  the  Legiflative 
Body,  who  Ihould  make  fuch  changes  in 
the  Conftitution  as  (hould  be  pointed  out  by 
the  National  wi(h  ;  and  that  the  King  (hould 
have  a  right  to  refufe  his  fandlion  to  what-  ^ 
ever  (hould  be  deemed  contrary  to  that 
wiih*. 

This  fpeech  and  plan,  for  a  Decree  which 
was  juftly  applauded  by  the  members  of  the 
Cote-Droit^  was  often  interrupted  by  the 
murmurs  of  the  Cote^Ga/uche  and  of  the 
Galleries.  **  I  move,**  cried  Martineau 
the  advocate,  "  that  this  plan  be  referred  to 
the  Committees  of  Conftitution  wd  Revi- 
fion.     It  contains  excellent  things  towards 

*  See    the    Collcaion    of  M.  'Mahuet*s  Opinions/ 
vol.'ui.pagc  61. 

the 
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the  re-eftablifhnient  of  ordier  and  tranquil-- 
lity  in  the  Kingdom/*  This  motion  being 
fccondcd,  was*  immediately  oppbfed  by  the 
moft  violent  clamours,  and  at  laft  got  rid  of 
by  the  previous  queftion.  Some  members  of 
the  Cott ^Gauche  (ziA,  that  this  plan  could 
only  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Counter- 
Revolution. 

Petion,  v/ho  fpoke  after  M.  Malouet^ 
dwelt  long  upon  the  utility  of  National 
Conventions,  and  the  neceffity  of  rendering 
thcni  periodical :  treated  as  a  mere  fubtility 
the  diftinftioii  made  by  the  Committee,  be- 
tween AfTemblies  of  Reviiion  and  Conven- 
tions, and  cited,  at  hap-hazard,  England, 
America,  &c.  &c.  But  the  moft  remarkable 
paflage  of  this  fpeech  was  that  in  which  the 
fpeaker,  without  perceiving  it,  caft  the 
cleareft  and  jufteft  cenfure  upon  the  Aflem- 
kXy  themfelves/  '*  How  would  it  be  pofli- 
ble,"  faid  he,  *^  to  give  the  Legiflative  Body 
the  character  and  power  of  a  Convention  ? 
Yet  this  would  be  the  refult  of  the  Commit- 
tees^ plan,  I  fay  that  if  the  Legiflative  Body 
be  erefted  into  a  Convention,  it  would  fol- 
low, that  they  fhould  be  allowed  the  power  of 
cohftituting  themfelves  at  their  pleafure,  and 
alfo  of  reforming  themfelves.  at  their  plea- 

fiire. 
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furcv  iVbtu,  rwihing  could  b^^  trior e  ahjwrd 
and,  more  dcmgeirAus  in^principUl'than.it 
body  deriving  its  exifttnce^from  kf^faUmt^ 
which  Jhquld  be  accountable  to  itfdlf:  jald(aie^ 
and  which  alone  Jhould  be  charged  zvitkicor^ 
reSiing  the  abiifes  that  rnight  drife  in  its 
own  bofom.  ^  Such  a '  body,  would prefeiitly 
increafe  to  a  magnitude  mojl  formiddble  lo 
the  Nation]  It  xvould  ^lace  itfelf  above 
the  Nation^  upon  which  ebli  bodies  Jhould 
depend^  and  would  govern  itj"^  •  -  .  ' 
.  This  indifcretion,  no  doubt  very:  inno- 
cently committed,  frightened  fevcral  .mem* 
bers  of  the  Cotc^Gauche  (o  much,  that  they 
llrongly  preffed  the  too  firapk  Betign  v  to 
confine  himfelf  to  the  qudlioii^  .  arid  -  the  ^ 
Sitting  broke  up  without  any  decifion  relar 
tivc  to  National  Conventionsw.:; I/' 

In  the  next  Sitting,  it  beingr  t!he  order  of 
the  day,  the  fame  queftion  was  debated^-— *• 
Camus ^  fpeakifig  on  a  motion  fof  dt^r^ 
obferved,  that  the  plan  of  the  Comibitt^e 
could  not  be  entered  upon  ;  that  thei  ufekfs 
details  which  iticoritained,  and  all  thf  dif*- 
ferent  plans  whichi  it  might  fiiggdl^  ^and 
which  it  nrtight  be  neceflary  to  debate,  .would 
confume  nniorc  time  than  the  Affeaiblyi^&uld 
devote  to  them^  >  without  the  greateft  dangler. 

•'  r  believe," 
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'*  I  believe,"  faid  he,  "  that  if  this  Confti*. 
tiition  is  not  very  quickly  terminated  and 
prefenfed  to  the  King,  that  we  fhall  have 
the  greateft  misfortunes  to  apprehend.  Our 
iVeaknefs  increafes  daily,  and  will  increafe 
every  hour  that  we  retard  the  conclufion  of 
our  labours.  Fadtions  arife  in  the  Affem- 
bly — effbrts  have  been  made  to  divide  us, 
and  unhappily  they  have  fucceeded— we  no 
longer  know  on  which  fide  to  rally.  I  am 
very  far  from  accufing  any  perfon,  but  I  no 
longer  fee  in  this  Affembly  that  noble,  that 
grand  majority,  which  called^  forth  the  Ads 
of  the  17th  and  20th  of  June  1789.  Nor  is 
this  alL  It  is  not  enough  to  caft  a  mournful 
look  on  our  weaknefs,  our  old  age,  our  laf- 
fitude :  we  (hould  alfo  confider  what  is  paf- 
fing  abroad.  Obferve,  I  intreat  you,  what 
the  Minifters  are  doing,  or  rather  what  they 
ace  not  doing.  How  many  decrees  have  wc 
paiTed  which  are  not  executed  !  ** 

M.  Malouet  propofed  that  the  Affembly 
flicfuld,  in  the  firft  place,  declare  whether 
they  meant  to  fubmit  the  Conftitution  to 
the  free  acceptance  of  the  Nation  ;  but  this 
motion,  which  he  feveral  times  repeated, 
was  always  repelled  by  murmurs  and   by 

Vol.  IV.  U  cries 
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cries  of-— Tb  the  m-der  of  tlu  day  I  At  laft, 
after  a  conlickrable  debate,  the  Affcmblj 
decreed  the  following  article : 

*^  The  Nation  poflefles  the  unalienable 
**  right  oT  revifing  the  Conftitution,  when- 
**  ever  it  pleafes ;  but  the  Affembly  declare 
**  that  iti  intereft  urges  it  to  fufpend  the 
**  exercife  of  that  right  for  thirty  years.*' 

'  It  remained  to  be  decreed  how  the  Nation 
were  to  manifeft  and  give  tlicir  rcafons  for  de- 
iirihg  a  Convention ;  and  when  and  how  this 
Convention  fliould  aflcmblc.  The  plan 
wliich  the  Committee  prefented  on  this  fub- 
jeft  was  oppofed  with  equal  ftrength  and 
ititrepidity  by  a  Deputy,  who  had  previoufly 
been  little  attended  to  in  the  Affembly^ 
(M.  d^Cmic)./'^ The  Nation/'  faid  he/^have 
.no  other  means,  of  manifefting  their  wiflx 
but  that  of  infurredtion ;  but  they  have  al- 
ready pointed  out  the  onlypoffible  means  of 
chan^ing^the  Conftitution.  Itis  on  the  mode 
of  attaining. this  objed^  and  particularly  with 
the  A^iew  of  putting  an  end  to  the  nntonftrous 
ftate  in  rwhich  we  are,  arid  which  is  poca- 
fioned  by  the  fufpenfion  of  the  fundions  of 

the 
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the  Royal  authority,  that  I  prefume  to  offer 
you  a  few  refledtions,  I  (hall   draw  theiQ 
from  the  titles  which  have  given  me  as  well 
as  you  the  right  of  voting  in  this  Affembly^ 
In  thofe  I  every  where  fee  that  the  fundamen- 
tal laws  which  are  demanded  by  them  cannot 
acquire  the  character  which  renders  them  obli- 
gatory, till   they  have  received   the  King's 
fandlion.     They  who  appointed  us  to  repre- 
sent them  manifefted  great  prudence,  and  a 
decided  will  in  this  refpecSt.    They  were  fen- 
fible   that  their   Reprefentatives  might  err, 
and  they  fought  a  guarantee  which  (hould 
infure  them  that  their  political  rights   and 
liberty  fhould  not    be   endangered  ♦     They 
faw  this  guarantee  in   the  Royal  authority, 
and  in  the  King,  who  had  convoked  them. 
*They  ordered  that  the  laws  (hould  be  enacted 
conjointly  with  him,     A  pretence  has  been 
found  to  envelop  this  queftion  hitherto  with^a 
religious  veil,  which  we  muft  now  tear  from 
jt,  and  it  is  impoflible  in  difcu(ling  it,  but 
that  you  will  acknowledge  the  truth  of  what 
I  have  laid  before  you.     Thefc  principles 
point  out  the  conduct  you  ought  to  purfue, 
in  order  to  revife  and  corredl  your  work.    It 
con(ifts  in  cauiing  it  to  be  prefented  to  the 
King  by  a  Deputation,  and  in  tequefting 
U  a        *        yourfclves 
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yourfelves  to  know  the  obftrvations  which 
th^  intereft  of  the  people  fhall  fuggeft  to 
him.     Refled:   upon   the  neceflity  of    this 
naeafure,  and  remember  that,  if  you  do  not 
adopt  it,  you  will  aft  in  diredl  oppofition  to 
the  ftrid:  order   you  received,  and  will- be 
loaded  with    the  dreadful  refponfibility   of 
having  decreed  alone  upon  the  fate  of  a  great 
Nation,  againft  the  wifti  they  have  manifefted. 
You  are  not  the  Nation,  you  are  only  their 
Reprefentativcs,  and  it  was  the  will  of  the 
Nation  that  the  King  (hould  be  your  modera- 
tor.    I  (hall  not  criticife  the  Conftitution. — 
I  confine  myfelf  to  aflcing  whether  there  is 
one  of  us  who  is  fo  arrogant  as  to  think  that 
he  has  never  been  miftaken  in  the  courfe  of 
our  labours,  and   who,    if   it  were  in   his 
power,    would    not   defire   to  make  fome 
changes?    1  move,  therefore,  the  previous 
queftion  as  to  the  plan  of  the  Committee ; 
and  that  a  Deputation  be  charged  to  prefent 
the  Conftitutional  Aft  to  the  King  to-mor- 
row at  fartheft,  and  to  entreat  him  to  go  to 
whatever  place  he  may  think  proper,  for  the 
fccurity  of  the  liberty  of  his  perfon,  and  of 
the  freedom  of  his  confent ;  and  that  more- 
over his  Majefty  be  entreated  to  fend  to  th? 
Affembly  fuch  obfervations  as  his  wifdora 

and 
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and  the  intereft  of  the  people  may  di6^2^tc 
to  him,  in  order  that  they  may  deliberate 
upon  them.** 

The  fpeaker  was  often  interrupted  by  cries 
of — To  the  order  of  the  day  !  and  it  was  even 
feveral  times  propofed  that  he  (hould  be  called 
to  order,  for  cenfuring  all  the  operations  of 
the  Affennbly,  and  feeking  to  deftroy  the 
very  bafis  of  the  Conftitution.  In  the  num- 
ber of  thofe  who  fpoke  after  iVf.  de  Croix^ 
no  one  attempted  to  confute  his  arguments, 
pr  repel  his  cenfure.  Some  prefented  new 
plans,  and  others  confined  themfelves  to  at- 
tacking that  of  the  Committees  ;  and  the 
AflTembly  finifhed  by  deciding,  that  when 
tjire^  fucceffiv?  legiflatures  Ihould  declare  a 
uniform  wifli  for  the  revifion  of  fome  con- 
ftitutional  articles,  a  revifion  ftiould  take 
place.  That  the  fourth  legiflature  (hould 
be  charged  wjth  the  examination  of  thefc 
articles  }  and  that,  in  this  cafe,  the  members 
pf  the  third  legiflatvire  could  not  be  re-^eleScd 
for  the  fourth.  The  Aflfembly  on  the  next 
day  decreed,  that  no  motion  (hould  be  naadc 
for  a  revifal  qf  the  -Coni^titution  before  the 
third  legiflature. 

The  form  ia  which  the  QoivftituUonal  A^ 
U  3  (hould 
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fliould  be  prefented  to  the  King,  was  regu- 
lated by  the  following  Decree  ; 

Art.  1.  A  Deputation  Ihall  be  named  to 
prefent  the  Conftitutiorwil  AdL  for  the  King's 
acceptance. 

Art.  2.  The  King  fhall  be  defired  to  ifltie 
fuch  orders  as  he  may  think  proper,  for  his 
guard  and  for  the  dignity  of  his  perfon. 

Art.  3.  If  the  King  yield  to  the  wifh  of 
the  French  by  adopting  tlie  Conftitutibn^l 
A<51,  he  (hall  be  requeued  to  appoint  a  day,* 
arid  regulate  the  forms  in  which  he  will  fo-^ 
lemnly  pronounce,  in  the  pteftnce  of  the 
National  Affembly,  his  acceptance  bf  the 
Conftitutional  Royalty,  and  his  engagement 
to  fulfill  the  duties  of  it. 

'Hiis  Decree,  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Conftkution,  was  introduced  by  a 
fpeech  which  the  conftitutionalifts  and  their 
j^rdfelytes  admired  as  a  mafter-piece  of  elo- 
qttence>  and  of  which  at  prefent  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  reada^  fingle  fenterice  without  in- 
dignation- or  difguft';  becaufe  we  find 
throughout,  the  moft  ftrenuous  apoldgy  for 
i^ftems^  and  opinions,  which  the  Revo- 
•  1  ;  lution 
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lution     has     devoted     to    general    abhor- 
rence. 

After  pailing  this  Dfecree  the  Afleiftbly 
determined  that  the  Conftitutional  A6t 
Ihouldriot  ht  prefented  to  the  King,  umiN 
it  had*  been  entirely  i^d  over  again,  and  till 
they  had  declared  that  no  change  (hould  be 
mside  in  it* 

Ift  the  debates  on  tbefe  two  Decrees,  the 
brutality  or  rather  the  regicide  ferocity  of 
Roiefpierrem^niftf^td  itfelf  to  fuch  a  degree 
that,  except  {omt  furious  Republicans,  the 
Affetably  weireallfhocked,  and  (hewed  their 
difapprobation  by  the  moft  violent  imir- 
murs.  *'  I  do  not  fee,*'  faid  he,  **  even  a 
fpecious  reafon  for  changing  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things  with  refpeft  to  the  King,  t 
declare  that  I  do  not  even  compreher^  the 
words  liberty  and  conftraint  applied  on  fuch 
an  occafion.  I  cannot  conceive  How,  in  any 
cafe,  the  will  of  Louis  XVI.  can  be  fup-* 
pofed  to  have  been  conftrained ;  for  tlie  pre- 
ffentation  of  the  Conftitution  mfay  be  rediKed 
to  thefe  words  : — The  -Nation  offers  you.  the 
moft  powei^ful  Throne  in  the  world:  htre 
is  the  title  by  which  you  are  appointed  to.  it. 
Witt  yttUdc03pt  it? or  not  ?  It  istiot  the  Con- 
ftiHitk>ii  which'  we  are  gofng  to  offir  lb 
?•.  '  U  4  Louis 
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Louts^  XVL  for  his  examination,  but  this 
queftion  :  Will  you  be  King  of  the  French  ? 
Now,  1  maintain,  in  giving  his  anfwer, 
the  King  will  be  juft  as  free  in  Paris  as  any 
where  elfc.  And  pray  in  wha^  fpot  of  the 
Empire  can  he  be  better  than  in  the  midft 
of  a  numerous  and  faithful  guard  of  citi-r 
zens  that  furround  him  ?  What  mean  all 
thefe  whimfical  fcruples  about  the  liberty  of 
accepting  a  Crown  ?  What  people  who  had 
a  Crown  to  difpofe  of,  ever  thought  of  fay- 
ing to  the  citizen,  upon  whofe  head  they 
were  about  to  place  it : — Go  away  from  zw-— 
we  leave  you  at  liberty  to  go  to  the  extremu 
ties  of  the  Empire^  whitherfoever  you  xdll^ 
that  toe  may  correfpond  more  freely  with 
you  ?'' 

In  the  midft  of  the  tumult  and  clamor? 
excited  by  the  blafphemies  of  this  villain,  M* 
de  Montlojier  was  at  laft  fuffered  to  be 
heard,  and  faid  in  the  name  of  the  menxbers 
of  the  Cote- Droits  *'  In  a  det^rmingtion,  fo 
derogatory  to  the  Royal  Majcfty  and  Mo* 
narchical  Government,  we  can  only  demand 
that  our  profound  indignation^  and  our 
filence,  be  recorded/,^ 

The  following  day,  at  the  rjdorof nt  1  when 
th^  laft  readiw^  pf  the  Coniftitiwipi^,  hSii 

was 
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ivas  about  to  commence,  M.  Malouet  rofc 
to  fpeak  to  order,  and  faid:  **  Gn  this 
grand  occafion  the  Aflembly  fhould  be  care- 
ful not  to  fall  into  inconfiftcncy .  I  have 
examined  your  Journals,  and  hold  in  my 
hand  the  Addrefs  which  you  prefented  to 
the  King  on  the  9th  of  July  1789,  You  then 
faid  to  him :  You  have  called  upon  us  tojio^ 
the  Con/litution  in  concert  with  you^  and 
to  operate  the  regeneration  of  the  King- 
dom. The  National  AJfembly  comtjolemnly 
to  declare  to  yoUy  that  your  wijhesjhall  be 
accomplijhed.  Have  you  received  new 
powers  from  the  Nation  ? — Certainly  not* 
By  what  title,  by  what  right  then  would  you 
be  the  only  legiflators,  after  having  acknow- 
ledged and  declared  yourfelves,  thai  you 
could  do  nothing  without  the  King's  concur- 
rence ?  That  declaration  of  your  principles 
was  made  too  openly  and  folemnly  to  be 
retraced.  I  afk  then,  if  in  prefenting  tiic 
Conftitutional  A<St  to  the  King,  and  leaving 
him  iK>  alternative  but  that  of  accepting  it, 
pure  and  unconditionally,  or  elfe  refufing  it 
»i  -'ill I  afk,  I  fay,  if  the  King  will  not  be 
warranted  in  reprefenting  to  you  the  Ad: 
entered  in  your  Journals  ?  " 

l/his  unexpedted  argument  greatly  irritated 

the 
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the  members  of  the  Cotc^Gauche^  and  em-' 
barraffed  them  to  fuch  a  degree  that^  fearing 
to  increafe  Af .  Malauet^s  triumph  by  oppof* 
jng  him,  they  only  anfewred  by  the  moff 
iloify  murmurs,  and  by  redoubled  >cries  of— ^ 
No,  no!  To  the  order  of  the  day!  The 
Affembly  made  hafte  to  obey  thefe  vocifera-. 
tions,  and  the  Galleries  celebrated  the  v5c-» 
tory  by  long  applaufes. 

At  length  on  the  3d  of  September  the  Af- 
fembly decreed  unanimoufly,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche,  all  thofe  of 
the  Cote-Droit  keeping  filence,  that  the 
Conftitutional  AO:  was  clofed;  that  they 
could  make  no  further  change  in  it ;  and  that 
it  fhould  be  carried  tp  the  King  the  fame 
day  by  a.  Deputation  of  fixty  Members, 
whom,  the  Prefident  was  authorifed  to 
name,  all  of  whom  he  chofe  from  the  Cote-- 
Gauche,  except  M.  Malouet,  who  did  not 
feel  himfelf  much  flattered  in  being  thus  dif- 
tinguifticd  from  the  other  Members  of  the 
CotC'Droity  and  fufFered  the  fifty-nine  De- 
puties to  depart  without  him, 
.-  The  period  of  revifing  the  Conftitution 
might  have  been  attended  with  many  advan- 
tageous- changes  if  the  Rjdyalifts  had  been 
lefs  repugnant  to  every  idea  of/  a  i?econcili- 

ation 
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ation  with  the  Conftitutionalifts.  The  latter 
were  no  longer  blind  to  the  principal  defeiShf^ 
of  their  work,  and  they  heartily  wifhed  to 
reform  them,  if  it  could  be  dorte  without 
endangering  their  popularity.  For  this  pur* 
pofe,  Barnave  and  Chapelier  had  agreed 
with  M.  Malouet  upon  a  plan,  which  could' 
not  have  failed  to  fuccced  if  the  members  of 
the  Cote- Droit  had  fupported,  not  merely  by 
their  applaufes  but  their  votes,  the  general 
cenfure  which  M.  Malouet  was  to  caft  upon 
the  Conftitutional  Ad:,  and  which  in  fait  he 
did  in  the  Sittings  of  the  8th  of  Auguft. 
The  Conftitutionalifts  were  to  reply  forcihly 
to  this  attack,  and  to  defend  pertinacioufly 
every  article,  the  execution  of  which  drew 
along  with  it  no  danger ;  but  with  refpedt 
%Q  the  regulations  which  M.  Malouet  had 
pointed  out  as  Anti-monarchical,  or  tending 
t9  obftrudt  the  adion  of  the  Government,  he 
was  to  be  anfwered  pettifhly,  that  his  cenfure 
was  as  ufelefs  as  premature ;  that  the  AfTem- 
tly  had  no  need  to  be  informed  that  there 
were  in  the  Conftitutional  Decrees  fome  ar- 
ticles which  it  became  their  wifdom  to  mo- 
dify j  that  the  principal  talk  of  the  Com-^ 
mittee  of  Revifion,   which  they- had  efta- 

blifhed, 
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blifhcd,  was  to  propofc  thofe  modifications, 
aod  that  they  were  ready  to  perform  it* 

Thefe  modifications,  agreed  upon  with 
Af .  Malou€t,  were  nearly  the  fame  as  thofc 
which  he  propofed  in  the  Sitting  of  the 
8th  of  Auguft  j  hut  this  plan  had  not  been 
concerted  with  the  Members  of  the  Cote* 
Droit ;  and  it  is  even  doubtful  whether  they 
would  have  acceeded  to  it:  for  it  was  then 
the  opinion  of  a  great  majority  of  the  RoyaU 
ifts,  that  the  new  Conftitution  muft  necef- 
farily  perifh  through  its  own  defeds;  and 
that  great  care  fhould  be  taken  not  to  reform 
a  fingle  one  of  them,  fince  that  would  be 
weakening  the  principle  of  its  deftrudion  *^ 
Be  that  as  it  may,  the  refolution  of  the. 
Members  of  the  Cote -Droit  to  perfift  in  theif 
declaration  of  taking  no  part  in  the  Conftif. 

*  This  opinion  would  be  a  very  juft  one  applied  to  or-i^ 
dinary  laws,  and  made  in  tranquil  times,  becaufe  no  gor 
vernment,  no  p^rfon,  has  an  intereft  in  fupponing  them, 
but  fo  far  as  their  exjecution  proves  th?it  they  are  juft,  wifp-^ 
^nd  ufeful ;  but  it  is  not  the  cafe  in  a  new  ConftitutioUj^ 
produced  amidft  the  convulfions  and  ftorms  of  the  mo/l 
violent  revolution.  Such,  a  law,  however  defeftive  it  may 
bc^  is  always  fupporied  by  the  vanity,  the  .intereft,  an4 
%  all  the  power  of  the  fuccefsful  party. 

tution^l 
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tutional  AQ,  was  known  when  M.  Maloudt 
made  his  motion.  It  was  no  lefs  certain, 
that  the  Republican  Party,  reinforced  by  the 
Clubs,  would  ftrongly  oppofe  every  modifi*- 
cation  tending  to  the  re-eftablifhment  of  any 
Monarchical  principle  or  form.  In  this  ftatc 
of  affairs,  the  Conftitutionalifts  not  feeling 
themfelves  fufficiently  powerful  to  ftruggle 
with  the  Jacobins  without  being  fupported 
liy  the  Royalifts,  did  not  hefitate,  withouf 
informing  M.  Malouet^  to  abandon  the  plan 
which  they  had  concerted  with  him.  He 
had  fcarcely  ftated  the  opinion  upon  which 
he  was  going  to  fpeak,  when  Chapelier  was 
the  firft  to  exclaim  againjl  the  blafphemy ; 
and  moved,  that  every  difcuffion  that  tended 
to  the  fmalleft  change  in  the  Conftitution 
(hould  be  formally  forbidden.  This  motion, 
being  fupported  by  all  the  Cote-Gauche,  and 
by  the  clamours  of  the  galleries,  was  imme- 
diately decreed,  and  compelled  M.  Malouet 
to  lilencc. 

The  Deputation  charged  with  prefenting 
the  Conftitutional  Adt  to  the  King,  went  to 
the  Palace  on  the  3d  of  September,  at  nine 
o'clock  at  night,  amidft  the  applaufes  of  the 
People,  and  efcQrted  by  numerous  detach-^ 

ments 
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ments  of  the  Parifian  National  Guard  and 
Gendarmerie.  They  were  received  in  the 
Council  Hall,  whither  the  King,  accompa- 
nied by  the  Minifters  and  feveral  other  pcr^ 
fons,  had  come  to  wait  for  them*  In  de- 
livering the  Conftitution  to  his  Majefty, 
the  fpeaker  of  the  Deputation  [Thouret)  ad- 
dreffed  him  in  thcfe  words:  **  Sire^  The 
•*  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation  are  come 
••*  to  offer  for  the  acceptance  of  your  Ma- 
•*  jefty  the  Conftitutional  A(5t,  which  con- 
•*  feciates  the  indubitable  rights  of  the 
•*  French  People,  which  .maintains  the 
^*  true  dignity  of  the  Throne,  and  which 
••  regenerates  the  government  of  the  Em- 
"  pir^/' 

The  King  made  the  following  anfwer,  and 
delivered  it  in  his  own  hand- writing  to  the 
Deputation :  **  Gentlemen,  I  will  examine 
•*  the  Conftitution  which  the  National  Af- 
**  fembly  has  charged  you  to  prefent  to  me; 
"  and  will  inform  them  of  my  refolution 
**  as  foon  as  the  time  required  for  the 
••  examination  of  fo  important  a  fubjeA 
*•  will  permit  me.  I  have  refolved  to  re- 
**  main  in  Pari^;  and  I  fliall  give  fuch 
*•  orders  to  the  Commander  of  the  Pariimn 

•*  National 
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*•  National  Guard  as  I  (hall  think  proper 
**  for  the  fervice  of  my  Guard/- 

The  Deputation  then  returned  to  the  AC- 
fembly  to -give  an  account  of  their  miffion. 
•They  reported,  that  during  the  whole  time  the 
King  appeared  with  a  fatisfied  countenance. 
•^  What  we  faw/*  added  the  fpeaker;  **  what 
•*  we  heard,  every  thing  prognofticates  that 
•*  the  completion  of  the  Conftitution  will 
**  alfo  be  the  conclufion  of  the  Revolu- 
**  tion." 

On  the  next  day,  Sunday,  the  Tuileries 
were  opened;  the  infolent  orders  of  M.  de 
la  Fayette  were  at  length  taken  off,  and  fuch 
orders  as  it  pleafed  the  King  to  give  to  him 
fubftituted  in  their  place.  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing an  immenfe  crowd  filled  the  Chapel  of 
the  Palace.  When  the  King  and  the  Royal 
Family  entered  to  hear  Mafs,  the  cries  of 
Vive  la  Nation  !  Vive  la  Conflitutipn  !  Vive 
le  Roi,  pourvu  qu'il  figne!  {provided  he 
ftgn)  were  the  only  attentions  which  this 
ftupid  multitude  had  the  brutality  to  pay 
their  Majeftie^.  Thefe  were  the  only  fenti- 
ments  which  thefe  good  Parijians  expreffed 
to  Louis  XVI.  whom  they  had  been  hum- 
bling,  infulting,   and   keeping  in  captivity 

for 
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for  more  than  two  months.  Vive  le  Roi^ 
Pourvu  quHl  figne  /  Was  not  thk  faying 
in  other  terms :  Meure  U  Roiy  s*il  nefignc 
pas^  Let  him  die  if  he  does  not  fign .?— *- 
Thefe  regicide  clamours  will  be  an  eternal 
evidence  againft  the  pretended  liberty  allowed 
the  King  in  the  acceptance  of  the  Confti- 
tutioni 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XLV. 


i)i0renf  Counfels  given  to  the  King  on  the 
Acceptance  of  the  ConJtitution^^Alarm^ 
of  the  Leaders  oj  the  Conjtitutional  Party 
and  of  the  Minijiers — They  ferfuade  the 
King  to  determine  upon  thefmpte  and  un* 
Conditional  Acceptance  of  the  Conjlitution 
'-^Vietioofthe  Revolution j  anSof  the  State 
of  Parties-^The  Order  of  the  Holy  Qhojl 
fttppreJfed'-^FinalDifci^n  of  the  Union 
of  the  Comtat  of  Avignon  with  France-^ 
The  King^s  Letter  to  the  AJfembly,  in 
which  he  announces  that  he  accepts  the 
Conjlitution — Amnejiy-^  Deputation  to 
the  King — His  Majejly^s  Anfvoer--Tnfo^ 
lenee  of  the  Ajfemhly---  The  King  takes  hii 
ffMh^^The  Pref  dent's  Speech  to  him-r^ 
Public  Rejoicings— ^Conference  at  PiU 
nitz-^A  Letter  from  the  Princes  to  the 
.Vol.  IV.  X  King 
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King — State  of  France  at  this  Period — 
Decree  againjl  the  Clubs-^Fiolent  De^ 
bates  occafioned  by  a  Report  on  the  Fi-^ 
nances  —  Deputations  — •  Speeches  —  The 
King  goes  to  clofe  the  Affembly — His 
Majejly's  Speech — The  PreJdenVs  Anfwer 
^^The  Affembly  diffolved. 

1  H  E  determination  to  be  made  by  the 
King,  in  fuch  critical  circumftances,  was 
undoubtedly  of  very  great  importance.  All 
the  Minifters,  except  M.  de  Montmorin,  in- 
iifted  on  the  abfolutc  necefSty  of  accepting 
the  Conftitution,  purely  and  unconditionally. 
They  owed  their  places  to  the  authors  of  it, 
and  the  advice  which  they  gave  to  the  King 
often  favoured  of  their  gratitude  to  the  Con- 
'  Aitutioual  Fadlion.  Both  the  opinions  and 
intertft  df  the  leaders  of  that  Party,  Bamave^ 
Duporti  d^ Andre,  and  the  Lameths,  were  at  [ 
this  time  different  from  thofe  of  M.  de  la 
Fayette^  who  confidercd  them  as  fadioiis 
pien.  They  were  however  much  more  fen- 
fible  than  he  of  the  dangerous  confequences 
of  their  fyftems,  and  would  have  been  very 
glad  to  lend  their  aid  to  every  modification, 
to  every  expedient  which  did  not  endanger 
tl^ir  popularity.     The  confequence  of  the 

King^?^ 
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King's  arreft  at  Varennes  had  opened  their 
eyes ;  Duport  and  Barnave  frequently  felt 
remorfe  with  melancholy   prefages   of   the 
future.    But  the  more  they  were  fufpedled  of 
having  returned  to   Monarchical   principles 
and  to  fentiments  of.  concern  and  refpe€t  for 
the  King  and  Royal  Family^  the  lefs  did 
they  dare,  at  this  decifive  period,  to  advife  a 
refiftance  which  they  thought  ufelefs ;  they 
therefore -wrote  to  the  King,   that  whatever 
were   the  defedls   of  the   Conftitution,   his 
Majefty  could  neither  rejecfl  nor  modify  it, 
and  that  his  fafety  required  his  pure  and  un- 
conditional acceptance  of  it.     The  Prince  de 
Kuunitz  was  alfo   of  this  opinion,  in  his 
confidential     correfpondence    with  :  M.    de 
Montmonn.      The    Emperor  .Leopold  and 
his  Minifter  were  at' that  time  ftruck  only 
with  the  ^fcendancy  of  the  Jacobin^,  with 
their  intrigues,  and  their  manifeft  tendency^ 
to  Republicanifm.     Tlie  Prince  de  Kaunitz 
perfc(9tly  imderftood  and  judged  rightly  of  the 
ncw'Gdriflitutlori.-  Hedetefted  its  printi{)le5, 
he  defpifed  its  authors,  and  never  mentioned 
them  in*  his  cotrefpondence  but  with  indig- 
nation :  but  being  very  accurately  informed 
of  what  was  faffing  in  Prance,  J^d  feeing 
tha|  unfoirtiiniate  'Kingdom  divided  iijto  clubs 
^     '  X2  of 
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of   Jacobins,    whofe  audacity  and   crimes 

were  continiKilly  increafing*   h^  no  longer 

hesitated  tp  confider  the  Coqftitutional  Party 

as  the  only  refuge  of  Rpy^lty ;  for,  li)c?  the 

Emperor,  he  was  very  far  from  having  any 

idea  of  engaging  in  a  new  war,  or  advifing 

l^ouis  XVL  to  meafures  tb^t  might  lead  to^ 

it,  without  being  firft  aflured  gf  the  fuG<:efs 

of  the  negotiation  entered,  into  by  his  Inv 

perial  Majefty  to  unite  aU  the  other  Powers 

gf  Europe   againft   France;    and  of  thofe 

there  were  fome  who  were  by  no  means  del* 
*  .*    -  - 

cided  upon  entering  into  .that^  coalition* 

^   This  confidential  correfpondence  of  M.  de 

Moriimorin^s  (hould,  if  he  did  not  buro  it, 

be  ftill  in  exiftence,  far  it  was  not  found 

aa\ong  the  papers  that  wer§  feized  at  hishoufe. 

It  explained  and  juAifted,  in  many  rcfpeiSs,. 

the  we^kncfs  with  wl;ijich  be  w^s  reproached* 

He  h^  even  J  been  acciifed  of  betraying  his 

u^fpftunate  mafter.     I^amnpt  afraid. to  ^^ 

that  he  was  a$  incapable  x^  it  as  myjfelf,  and 

I  trull :?;ny, proofs  remaiip  npt  y!?t:t<>  be  efta- 

bl^ied;  ^ut,,  acquainted  as  he  ff^as  witbthq 

difpofitions.  of  the  Foreign  Courts^  would 

he  jn^pha^e  deceived,  would  h«  not  have 

befr5ij{e4  his  Majefly,  had  be  made  Mmf  bop^ 

lo^jheir  fiipport,  bivd  bfi^jp^jrc^!  ¥?»  ^i*** 
I  a  coa- 


^  confidertcfe  which  he  himfdf  h;id  n6t  ?-^-^ 
When  he  informed  me  of  tha  -opinion  of 
the  <ith€t  Minifters,  of  his  doubts,  and  of 
thofe  of  the  King,  I  anfwered  him  warmly, 
that  it  was  iinpofTible  the  King  fhould  accept 
a  Conftitutioh  that  dethroned  him.  He  faid, 
that  I  was  not  the  firft  who  had  given  that 
opinion,  and  convinced  me  of  it,  by  fhewing 
tne  a  letter  which  the  Abbe  Maury  had  writ- 
ten to  the  King,  and  in  which  that  illuf-, 
trious  charadier  painted  the  misfortunes  and 
the  crime?  of  the  Revolution  fandiorted  by 
^he  Conftitutional  Aft.  Religion,  the  Mo- 
4iarchy,  property,  overthrown,  and  the 
King  delivered  up  to  the  poignards  of  the 
Fadlious,  if  he  fhould  thus  put  himfelf 
into  their  hands.  **  Well !''  faid  I  to  him, 
**  what  can  be  oppofed  to  thefe  truths  ?**-^ 
**  The  King's  arreft,'*  replied  he,  ^*  and  the 
'•  fentiments  manifefted  at  that  period, 
**  fhowed  us  to  what  a  height  the  people 
**  are  intoxicated  with  this  Conftitution, 
^*  which  all  its  authors,  except  Target^ 
^^  -would  tiow  abjure  if  they  dared :  befide^,  the 
^*  King  dreads  above  all  things  appearing  in 
^*  opjiofitioft  to  the  National  wifli,  and  be- 
^*  ing  drawn  into  a  civil  war.  The  opinion 
'••  of  Prince  Kaunitz,  and  his  arguments, 

X  3  '*  made 
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**  made  a  great  impreflion  uppn  him.  The 
*•  Abbe  Maury s  letter  has  taught  us 
*'  nothing;  it  is, not  reafon  we  want,,  but 
**  power.  M^loueVs  advice  is  not  left  im^ 
**  pradlicable  *.  He  would  have  the  King 
**  comment  candidly  and  very  circumftan- 
•*  tially  upon  the  defedls  and  dangers  of  this 
**  Conititutipn,  and  declare  that  he  accepts 
•*  it  only  provifionally,  till  the  Nation  fhall 
\*  finally  make  their  wifties  known  by  new 
**  mandates  to  their  Deputies,  or  by  a  new 
**  convocation.  Ma/^w^i*J  Memorial,  drawn 
**  up  in  the  fame  fpirit  as  his  Speech  upon 
**  the  Conftitutional  Ad:,  had  a  great  effedl 
**  on  the  King,  and  he  would  perhaps  have 
^*  adopted  that  meafure,  if  M.  de  MaUpierbes 
'*^^d  not  joined  with  me  in  (ho wing  his 
**  Majefty,  that  it  would  eqlaally  irritate  the 
*'  Conftitutionalifts  and  the  ^^cobins,  who 
**  are  the  only  parties  at  prefent  that  poffefs 
*^  influence,  while  the  mofl:  zealous  Roy- 
**  alifls,  perfecuted  and  powerlefs  in  the 
**  Country,  or  aflembled  abroad,  cannot  be 
'*  of  any  ufe   without  the  fuppqrt  of  the 

*  M.  de  Montmorin  had  been  charged  by  the  King  to 
confult  M.  dt  MakJherbeSf  M.  Le  Gouve^  and  M.  Ma^ 
louety  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  Conftitution.  ^ 

"  Powers 
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**  Powers  whom  we  cannot  folicit,  and  upon 
**  whom  we  cannot  rely.**  • 

i  reprefcnted  to  M.  de  Montmorin,  that 
of  whatever  weight  M.  de  Malejherhs^s 
authority  was,  I  could  not  be  of  his  opinion, 
unlefs  he  were  to  prove  to  me  the  reality  of 
the  dangers  which  he  faw,  and  which  I  could 
not  fee,  in  M.  Malouefs  advice  j  that  al- 
though an  abfolute  refufal  might  endanger 
the  King*s  fafety,  k  was  different  with  re- 
fpedl  to  a  provifional  acceptance,  upon 
grounds,  which,  far  from  being  confidered 
as  an  offence,  would  clearly  be  an  homage 
paid  by  the  Monarch  to  the  Nation ;  that 
the  intoxication  of  the  people  was  but  tem- 
porary;  that  to  demonftrate  to  them,  on. 
their  own  experience,  that  ^he  new  inftitu- 
tions  were  the  fole  caufe  of  the  troubles  and 
the  anarchy  that  prevailed,  would  be  enough 
to  fober  them ;  that  it  was  the  more  to  be 
'wiftied  that  this  means  too  of  rcdlifying 
thq  public  opinion  (hould  be  tried  as  the 
wolrft  thsit  could  happen  was,  that  the 
Aflembly  might  declare,  that  a  provifional 
acceptance  was  not  fufficient,  but  that  the 
King  was  held  to  accept  purely  and  uncon- 
ditionally; that  fuppofing  they  (hould  dare 
tQ  pafs  fuch  a  Decree,  which  was  very  dpubt- 

X  4  ful, 
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fij,  the  King  would  but  be  placed  in  the^ 
fame  fituation,  and  would  not  have  to  re- 
proach himfelf  for  not  having  done  every 
thing  that  was  in  his  power  to  avoid  tho 
difafters  which  would  refult  from  his  accep<^ 
tance. 

M.  de  Montmorin  became  entirely  of  this 
opinion,  but  in  a  Committee,  held  a  few 
days  afterwards,  at  the  houfe  of  the  Keeper 
of  the  Seals,  Duport  znd  Barruwe,  alarmed 
at  the  violent  attacks  made  upon  them  by 
the  Jacobins  in  all  their  Journals,  and  evem 
in  the  Affembly,  where  Robefpierre  had  by 
name  denounced  them  as  traitors  to  the 
Country,  talked  of  fo  many,  and  fuch  great 
calamities,  if  the  King  fliould  decide  cm  a 
provifional  acceptance,  and  the  Minifters^ 
were  fo  alarmed  at  it,  that  they  prevailed 
upon  his  Majefly  to  accept  the  Conftitutionat 
Aft  purely  and  tmconditionally. 

Thus  did  Louis  XVI .  ccmftm  to  enter 
upon  the  fatal  agreement  of  executing  a  Ccin?' 
ftitution  which  in  itfelf  could  not  be  exe^ 
ctttcd.  His  pure  and  religioos  heart  was  too 
well  known  to  leave  any  doubt  of  Ws  tak- 
ing the  oath  with  a  firm  rcfolution  of  beBig 
faithful  to  it,  or  of  his  being  ca]^able  of 
following  the   example   of  his  pcrfidioistf 

enemies^ 
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enemies^  who,  while  they  were  f wearing 
fidelity  to  him,  as  well  as  to  the  Law  and 
to  the  Nation,  were  naeditating  and  prepar* 
ihg  CO  overturn  the  Tfarooe,  enflave  the  Na^* 
tion^  anil  annihilates  the  Laws.  Such  in  fa^ 
was  the  known  plan  of  the  Jacobins,  at  the 
head  of.  whom  at  that  time  were  Petion^ 
Bri^et^  Condorcet^  Ro^efpierre^  CamilU^ 
DefmoulinSj  Buzot,  ^nd  others*  It  is  not 
imslevafit*  i<>  explain  how  the  Conftitution- 
aliftS,  who  had  founded  and  raifed  this  fed, 
wefft  entangled  in  their  own  nets,  when  they 
wifhed  t6  feparate  from  them, 

Mirabeau,  the  ableft  of  them  all,  in  fpite' 
of  his  errors,  crimes,  and  inconfiftencies, 
wiflied  by  the  Revolution  to  gain  the  Mini# 
ftry  for  himfelf,  and  liberty  for  the  people, 
but  kaving  the  Monarch  a  great  Ihare  of 
power,  the  Nobility  their  rank  and  titles, 
and  the  Clergy  the  means  of  fubfifting  with 
all  becoming  decency.  It  was  only  to  ren- 
der himfelf  formidable  or  neceflary,  that  he 
became  fometimes  the  leader  and  at  other 
times  the  follower  of  the  Factious ;  but  he 
Was  always  ready  to  oppofe  them,  and  only 
waited  till  the  Court  thought  proper  to  era- 
pl<^  nim.  He  had  no  confidential  friends 
among  his  colleagues,  except  the  Duke  de 

Biro% 
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Biran,  the  Biihop  oiAutun,  and  the  Count  ^ 
la  MarL  All  the  others  were  his  enemies  or 
his  dupes.  The  Abb6  Sieyes,  who  detefted 
him,  and  who  like  him  held  in  contempt  all 
parties  and  fyflems,  that  did  not  agrc^  with 
his  metaphyfics,  wi(hed,  as  in  Poland,  for 
the  King  and  the  French  Republic:  no  No-» 
bility,  but  a  richly  endowed  Clergy,  pro- 
vided all  were  reformed  who  believed  in 
God.  His  haughtinefs,  fophiftry,  and  pu- 
ritanical air,  and  the  credit  he  had  for  great 
talents,  kept  the  Revolutionary  herd  in  awe, 
and  did  not  fufFer  either  the  Conftitution*- 
alifts  or  Jacobins  openly  to  feparate  from 
him,  both  of  them  occafionally  requiring  his 
aififtance. 

The  real  fabricators  of  the  Conftitutiont 
fuch  as  Target,  Thouret,  Emery^  Def* 
meuniers^  &c.  acknowledged  M.  de  la 
Fayette*  diS  ihtvc  nominal  leader ;  but  before 
the  King's  departure  for  Montmedy  they 
yielded,  whether  willingly  or  not,  to  the 
diredioa  of  the  Lamet/is,  Duport^  and  Bar^ 
nave,  all  enemies,  of  M.  de  la  Fayette,  be- 
caufe  he  rivalled  them  in  popularity,  and 
counterbalanced  their  power  by  the  empire 
lnQ  pofleffed  over  the  hearts  of  the  Bourgeois 
of  Paris,  arid  over  all  the  enthufiaftic  ad« 

mirers 
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mirers  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  of  which  he 
had  been  the  movqr,  fo  true  is  it  that  popu<- 
lar  heroes  conftihtly  refemble  one  another  in 
one  particular^  which  always  makes  them 
enemies  when  it  does  not  unite  them ;  the 
love  of  exclufive  pow^r. 

The  King's  arreft  formed  a  new  aera  in 
the  Revolution,  which  may  be  regarded  as 
the  epocha  of  the  diforganization  of  all  ^  the 
parties,  one  only  excepted,  which  reaped  an 
advantage  from  the  fall  of  the  others.  The 
Jacobins  having  cfndeavoured  in  vain  to  bring 
the  King  to  a  trial,  and  proclaim  France  a 
Republic,  turned  upon  the  Conflitutionaliils, 
who  oppofed  it,  drove  them  from  their  poft 
and  took  poffeflion  of  it  themfelves.  Brijfot^ 
who  was  then  the  foul  of  this  Club,  and 
the  chief  of  the  fecret  Committee,  who  di- 
reeled  its  operations,  judged  vei^  rightly 
that  the  Jacobins  could  not  overturn  this 
weak  Conftitiition  by  any  other  means  than 
by  adopting  it ;  and  that  it  was  by  declaring 
themfelves  its  guardians,  they  might  difcre- 
dit  its  authors,  and  fucceed  in  deftroying  the 
remainder  of  Royalty,  which  the  latter  had 
left  defencelefs. 

The  leaders  of  the  Conftitutional  Pkrty 
feeing  themfelves  thus  attacked,  and  in  dan* 

ger 
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ger  of  being  foon  fupplanted  by  the  moft 
ferocious  RevolutioniftSy^  divided  into  two 
fedts ;  one  of  them,  hoping  to  retain  the 
favour  of  the  populace,  prefcrved  the  ap- 
pearance and  language  of  the  Jacobins,  who^ 
neverthelefs,  denounced  them  as  traitors; 
the  other  party,  ftill  more  odious  to  them, 
fecrctly  attached  themfelves  to  the  King, 
without  adopting  or  propofing  any  mcafure 
to  refcue  him  from  danger. 

M.  de  la  Fayette ^  immoveable  in  his  re- 
fpeft  for  the  rights  of  men,  and  in  his  con^ 
fidence  in  the  Conftitutional  attachment  of 
the  Parifian  National  Gu^d^  thought  him., 
felf  in  a  condition  to  triumph  over  the  Re- 
publicans and  what  he  called  the  intriguers 
of  his  party. 

The  King's  arreft  w^as  al fo  fblldwed  hy 
a  divifion  of  the  Royal  Party.  Some'  wer? 
for  defending  his  caufe  to  the  Jaft,  others 
thought  they  fliouldi  lake  no  further  part  in 
the  determinations  of  the  Aflembly  |  but  thii 
diflcrencc  of  opinion  had  produced  no  coua- 
teil  or  bittcrncfs  in  the  Cote-Droit  ;  for  on 
all  important  queftionSj  that  upon  the  two 
Chambers  excepted,  the  Cote- Droit,  had 
b^en  always  unanimous,  fo  impoflible  was 
\i  for  the  honeft  partifans  of  a  mild  Monar- 
chy, 
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chy,  as  well  as  thofe  of  an  abfolutc  one,  ta 
fupport  the  principles  and  Revolutionary 
meafures'of  the  majority  of  the  Affembly  ; 
but  even  this  very  agreement  of  the  Royal 
paity  as  to  the  fundamental  bafis  of  the  Mo- 
narchical Government  produced  no  other 
cffedl  on  the  multitude  than  that  of  marking 
theip  alias  the  partifans  of  defpotifm,  while 
their  difagijeement  as^to  the^fyftcm,  left  to 
none  of  their  fub-divifions  the  confiftency 
or  f^rce  of  a  party.  Thus,  all  difappeared, 
all  funk, .  before  the.  fanguinaify  cohort  of 
the  Jacobins.,  who  were  already  fabricating 
in  their  Clubs,  the  cataftrophes  of  the  10th 
of  AugvA,  the  2d  of.  September,  &c.  &c,. 
Tl^ir  determinations  each  day  acquired  a 
greater  degree  of  violence — to  their  war-cry 
The  Conftitution  or-  deaik,  they  had  adde4 
the  word  Equality.  To  familiarife  thcL 
people's  minds  to  the  ideas  of  hatred  and 
vengeance,  they  confounded,  and  pointed 
out  all  their  ad verfaries,  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  enemies  to  Liberty  and  Equality. 
At  the  fame  time  they  fupported  in  the  Na- 
tional Affembly  every  motion  made  by  the 
members  of  the  Cote-^roit,  tending,  to  its 
diffolution,  becaufe  they  were  well  alTured 

that 
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that  their  iucceflbrs  would  foon  annihilate 
the  vain  phantom  of  Royalty  which  floods 
in  their  way. 

The  Conftitiitionalifts  difpirifed,  found 
themfelves  no  longer  able  to  hold  the  reins 
of  the  Revolution. 

The  pure  Royalijls'^,  deceived  by  the 
hopes  of  a  powerful  coalition  in  favour  of 
hours  XVI.  looteed  forward  to  the  diffolu-* 
tion  of  the  Affembly,  and  very  rarely  at- 
tended the  Sittings.  Several  of  them  were 
even  preparing  to  fet  off  for  GoWentz,  fhoiild 
the  King  accept  the  Conftitution. 

The  lejspure  Royalifts  denominated  Mo^ 
narchiens\  zx\A  MonarchiJies%^  were  dif- 
gufted  at  the  adive  part  they  had  taken,  and 
viewed  in  the  diflblution  of  the  Affembly, 
a  period  to  the  infults  and  menaces  which 
they  were  every  day  obliged  to  undergo. 
One  alone  among  them  highly  diftinguifhed 

*  Thofe  who  wiftied  for  the  ancient  Monarchy  and 
ancient  fyftem. 

t  Thofe  who  wifhed  for  the  Ndw  Conftitutional  Mo- 
narchy, with  fome  modifications  in  the  Conftitufton. 

X  Thofe  who  wiflied  for  a  Monarchical  Government 
of  any  kind,  folidly  eftablifhed. 

for 
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for  his 'good  fenfe  and  talents,  M.  de  Cler- 
mont^Tonnere^  forefeeing  that  the  fecond 
Affembly  would  be  ftill  worfe  than  the  firft^ 
was  willing  to  prolong  the  feffions  of  the 
jjrfefent  Affembly,  in  order  to  fuperintend  tl^' 
trial  of  tlie  new  fyftem  which  they  had  eftk* 
bli(hed^  and  to  make  all  the  reforms  which 
experience  might  (how  to  be  neceffary.  He 
fpoke  of  it  to  Barnave  and  to  ChapelieTi 
whom  he  thought  to  find  difpofed  to  fqpport 
the  motion  which  he  propofed  to  make  to 
that  effed ;  but  they  advifed  him  againft  it. 
*•  We  are  worn  out/* /aid  they,  **  we  (hall 
'•  be  driven  away  as  well  as  you  and  your 
"  party,  if  we  do  not  go  of  our  own  ac- 
*'  cord*  It  is  only  in  our  Departments,  and 
**  by  occupying  places  under  the  Govern*- 
**  ment,  that  we  can  henceforth,  do  any 
"  good/*  Thefe  Conftitutionalifts,  as  pre- 
fumpiuous  as  guilty,  ftill  conceived  them- 
felves  to  be  perfonS  of  importance.  Odious 
to  all  p4r ties,  defpifed  by  every  honeft  man, 
and. authors  of  all  the  calamities  which  then 
dcfolated  France,  and  of  thofe  too  which  the 
new  laws  would  introduce,  how  could  they 
conceal  from  tbemfelves  not  *  only  that  they 
were  no  longer  good  for  aught,  but  that  the 

general 
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general  indignation  would  puri^  th^  b| 
ihe  obfcureft  retreats,  regardlefc  of  tt\mt 
barren  remorfe  ?  ■ ' 

Such  is  the  exa<a:  pidure  pf  Ae  Revolu^ 
tion,  and  of  the  ftate  of  the  diflferent  pM* 
ties  in  France,  at  the  period  in  whtd^the 
King. was  delibferating  on  the  ateceptanee  of 
the  Gonftitutional  A^,  *  Tea  Mp  had 
fcarcely  elapfed  aftw  it  was  pirefentcd  to 
him,  when  it  Was  rumoured  that  hk  Ma^ 
jefty  had  agreed  to  the  pure  and  uncondi^ 
tional  acceptance  of  it;  This  news  being 
confirmed,  M.  Defpremenilif  in  the  Sitting 
of  the  12th  of  September,  a(ked  permiflion 
to  lay  on  the  table  the  declaration  of  -  a.  very 
great  number  of  his  colleagues  re{pc6ting 
the  Coaftitutional  Acftv  Moflr  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cote-Droit  roie  to  teftify  their 
concurrence.  The  members,  of  the  Cote^ 
Gauche  anfwercd  the  rcqucft  only  by  burfts 
of  laughter,  and  difpofed  of  it  by  moving 
the  order  of  the  day^  the  fubjed:  of  windl 
was  the  petition  of  the  people  of  Avignon, 
for  a  union  of  the  Camtat  with  Fiance. — • 
The  reporter  {M.  de  Menou\)  concluded 
with  propofing,  that  this  union  fhould  be 
decreed,    iadcronifying     the    Pope*^     The 

Abb6 
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Abb6  Maury t  prepared  with  a  multitude  of 
proofs  of  the  greateft  weight,  and  with  all 
the  power  of  his  talents,  oppofed  the  re- 
|)orter's  propofal,  as  contrary  to  the  free 
wifhes  of  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Comtat,  and  undertook  to  prove,  by 
irrefiftible  documents,  that  the  Commiffi- 
oners,  fent  as  Mediators  to  Avignon,  had 
a6ted  contrary  to  what  their  mifliort  pre- 
fcribed,  and  had  made  themfelves  accom- 
plices of  the  villains  who  were  ruining  that 
unhappy  country. 

In  the  following  Sitting,  before  the  debate 
upon  the  affair  of  Avignon  was  refumed,  it 
was  obferveJ,  that,  as  the  King  and  the 
Prince-Rxiyal  might  be  expefted  every  mo- 
ment in  the  Affembly ,  it  would  be  right  to 
fettle  whether  the  order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
fhould  be  fuffered  to  exift,  that  the  King 
might  know  whether  to  appear  or  not  in  the 
blue  ribbon.  Upon  this  impertinent  motion 
it  was  decreed,  that  no  Frenchman  fhould 
wear  the  badges 'of  any  order,  except  the 
military  one,  {the  Croix  de  St.  Louis ,)  but 
that,  neverthelefs,  the  King  and  Prince- 
Royal  Ihould  be  privileged  to  wear  the  blue 
ribbon. 

Vol.  IV.  Y  After 
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After  this  the  Abbe  Maury  afcended  the  tri- 
bune, and  in  confequence  of  the  engagement 
he  entered  into  the  day  before,  to  prove  the 
treachery  of  the  Commiflioners  fent  to  Avig- 
non, he  read  in  their  prefence,  an  acfl  of  ac- 
cufatiqn,    written  and   figned  by  his  own 
hand,  in  which  he  defired  to  be  authorifed 
to  profecute  them,  on  his  own  refponfibility, 
in  the  high  National  Court  at  Orleans,  for 
having  been  guilty  in  the  exercife  of  their 
office,  of  the  moft  iniquitous  partiality,  of 
th«  moft  fliocking  abufes  of  confidence  and 
authority,    and  of  conftantly  affording  the 
moft  fcandalous   protection  to  all  the  bri- 
gands, &c.  fubmitting  himfelf,  in  cafe  his 
accufation  ftiould  be  judged  ill-founded  to 
every  civil  reparation,  as  well  as  to  all  cofts 
and  expences.  The  recital  of  the  fadls  upon 
which  thefe  accufations  were  founded,  and 
the  reading  of  the  papers  which  contained 
the  proofs  of  them,  were  often  interrupted 
by  clamours  and  infults  beftowed  upcMi  the 
fpeaker.     The   accufed  Commiflioners   an- 
fwered  him  only  by  miferable    fubterfuges 
or   farcafms ;    but   powerfully  protected  by 
the  Cote-Gatiche  and  by  the  Galleries,  they 
had  no  need  of  being  innocent  to  be  juftified, 

and 
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and  all  that  they  faid  in  their  defence  was 
loudly  applauded,  almoft  at  every  fentence. 
One  of  them  was  ftill  fpeaking  when  the 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  entered  and  gave  the 
Prefident  the  letter  by  which  the  King  an- 
nounced to  the  Affembly  his  acceptance  of 
the  Conftitution.  This  letter  was  couched 
in  the  following  terms  : 

**  Gentlemen, 

**  I  have  attentively  examined  the  Con- 
ilitutional  Ad,  which  you  have  prefented 
for  my  acceptance ;  I  accept  it,  and  I  will 
caufe  it  to  be  executed.  This  declaration  at 
another  time  might  have  fufficed;  at  prefent 
I  owe  it  to  the  interefts  of  the  Nation,  I  owe 
it  to  myfelf  to  make  known  my  motives. 

**  From  the  very  outfet  of  my  reign  I 
have  been  anxious  for  the  reform  of  abufes, 
and  in  all  the  adts  of  the  Government,  I 
have  been  fbnd  of  taking  the  public  opinion 
for  a  rule. 

**  Various  caufes,  in  the  number  of  which 
we  muft  place  the  fituation  of  the  Finances, 
at  my  acceffion  to  the  Throne,  and  the  im- 
menfe  expences  of  an  honourable  war,  for 
a  long  time  fuftained  without  an  increafe  of 

Y  2  taxes, 
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taxes,  had  created  a  confidcrable  difpropor- 
tioh  between  the  revenues  and  expences  of 
.  the  State,  Struck  with  the  extent  of  the 
evil,  I  not  onlj  confidered  how  it  might  be 
remedied,  but  I  felt  the  neceffity  of  pre- 
venting its  return.  I  Conceived  a  plan  of 
fixing  the  happinefs  of  the  people  upon  a 
folid  bafis,  and  of  fubjefting  the  authority 
of  which  I  was  myfelf  the  depofitary  to  iiv 
variable  rules ;  and  I  called  the  Nation 
around  me  to  put  it  into  execution. 

*  *  In  the  courfe  of  the  events  of  the  Re- 
volution, my  intentions  have  never  varied. 
When,  after  reforming  the  old  inftitutions, 
you  began- to  replace  them  by  the  firft  effays 
of  your  work,  I  did  not  wait  till  theConfti- 
tution  was  completely  known  to  me,  before 
I  gave  my  aflent  to  them.  I  favoured  the 
eflablifliment  of  its  parts,  even  before  I 
could  judge  of  the  wl)ole,  and  if  the  disor- 
ders which  have  accompanied  almoft  all  the 
periods  of  the  Revolution,  too  often  afflicted 
my  heart,  I  hoped  that  the  Jaw  would  reco- 
ver its  force,  in  the  hands  of  the  new  autho* 
rities,  and  that  as  you  drew  near  to  the  end 
of  your  labours,  each  day  would  reftore  that 
refped  to  it,  without  which  the  people  can 

enjoy 
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enjoy  neither  liberty  nor  happinefs. .  I  long 
cherillied  that  hope,  and  till  it  forfook  xn& 
my  refolution  never  changed. 

**  Let  every  one  call  to  mind  the  period  at 
which  I  left  Paris:  the  Conftitution  was 
nearly  completed,  and  yet  the  authority  of 
the  laws  feemed  daily  to  diminifh.  Public 
opinion,  far  from  being  fixed,  was  fubdi- 
vided  by  a  multitude  of  parties ;  the  moft 
violent  opinions  alone  feemed  to  obtain  fa- 
vour ;  the  licentioufnefs  of  writings  exceed- 
ed all  bounds — no  authority  was  refpe6led. 

**  I  could  no  longer  trace Ihe  general  will 
in  the  laws,  which  I  faw  every  where  with- 
out force  and  without  execution.  I  muft 
fay,  that  had  you  at  that  time  prefented  me 
with  the  Conftitution,  I  (hould  not  have 
thought  that  the  intereft  of  the  people, 
which  has  been  the  conftant  and  only  rule 
of  my  condud:,  permitted  me  to  accept  it, 
I  had  but  one  fentiment-— I  formed  but  one 
plan — I  wifhed  to  withdraw  from  all  parties, 
and  to  know  what  was  really  the  wifh  of 
the  Nation. 

**  The  motives  by  which  I  was  guided  no 
longer  exift.     Since  that  time  the  inconve- 
niences and  the  evils  of  which  I  complained, 
have  ftruck  you  as  well. as  me.     You  have 
Y  3  manifefted 
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manifeiled  a  will  to  eftablifh  order;  you  have 
paid  attention  to  the  want  of  difciplinc  in  the 
army ;  you  have  feen  thcncceflity  of  correcting 
the  abufes  of  the  prefs.  The  revifion  of  your 
work  has  placed  in  the  number  of  legal  re- 
gulations many  articles  which  had  been  pre- 
fented  to  me  as  Conftitutional.  You  have 
-  appointed  forms  for  the  revifion  of  thofe 
which  you  have  placed  in  the  Conftitution. 
In  fine,  I  no  longer  doubt  the  wifh  of  the 
People :  I  have  feen  it  at  once  manifefted  by 
their  attachment  to  your  work,  and  by  their 
adherence  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Monar* 
chical  Government. 

**  I  therefore  accept  the  Conftitution.  I 
crigage  to  maintain  it  at  home,  to  defend  it 
from  all  attacks  abroad,  and  to  caufe.it  to  be 
executed- by  all  the  means  which  it  places  in 
my  power. 

'*  I  declare,  that  knowing  the  attachment 
of  the  great  majority  of  the  People  to  the 
Conftitution,  1  renounce  the  co-operation 
which  I  claimed  in  the  work,  and  as  I  am 
refponfible  only  to  the  Nation,  none  elfe 
have  a  right  to  complain  of  my  renouncing  it. 

*'  I  fliould,  however,  not  fay  the  truth,  if 
I  affeded  to  perceive,  in  the  means  of  execu- 
tion,and  adminiftfation,  all. the  energy  that 
2  ^  would 
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would  be  ncceflary  to  give  motion,  and  pre- 
fervc  unity  in  all  the  parts  of  a  vaft  Empire ; 
but  as  opinions  are  at  prefent  divided  on 
thefe  fubjedts,  I  confent  to  their  being  left 
to  the  determination  of  experience.  If  I 
faithfully  ufe  all  the  means  which  have  been 
placed  in  my  hands,  no  blame  can  be  thrown 
upon  me,  and  the  Nation  whofe  intereil 
alone  ought  to  ferve  as  a  rule,  will  then  ex- 
plain themfelves  by  the  means  which  the 
Conftitution  has  referved  for  them. 

**  But,  Gentlemen,  for  the  fecuring  of 
Liberty,  for  the  ftability  of  the  Conftitu* 
tion,  and  for  the  individual  happincfs  of 
every  Frenchman,  there  are  intcrefts  con- 
cerning which  an  imperious  duty  prefcribes 
to  us  the  union  of  all  our  efforts.  Thefc 
.  iatciefts  are,  refpcd:  for  the  laws,  the  ejfta;* 
blifhment  of  order,  and  the  re-uniori  of  all 
the  citizens.  Now,  that  the  GonftituticM 
h  finally  decrded.  Frenchmen,  living  under 
the  fame  laws,  ought  to  know  no  other  ene4 
mies.  t-han^thofe  who  infringe  them.  Indifj 
CQrd  and  anarchy,  vtre  fee  our  common  ene- 
mies. I  will  combat  them  with  all  my 
power.  It  is  ncceffary  that  you  and  J'our 
(ucccffors    fliould   fecond   my.  efSorti  w|*h 

Y4  energy; 
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energy;  that  without  meaning  to  fetter 
thought,  the  law  (hould  afford  prote<5lion  alfo 
to  all  thofe  who  fubmit  their  adtions  to  it  $ 
and  that  they  who  from  fear  of  perfecutions 
and  troubles  had  left  their  country,  (hould, 
when  they  return,  be  certain  of  finding 
fafety  and  tranquillity.  To  extinguifli  ani- 
mofities,  to  foften  the  evils  which  a  great 
Revolution  ever  brings  with  it,  and  in  order 
that  the.  law  may  from  this  day  begin  to  b? 
fully  executed,  let  us  confent  to  an  oblivion 
of  the  paft,  and  let  the  accufations  and  the 
profecutions  which  have  arifen  from  the 
events  of  the  Revolution,  be  abandoned  in 
a  general  reconciliation. 

**  I  fpeak  not  of  thofe  who  have  beep 
folcly  actuated  by  their  attachment  to  my 
pcrfon :  Could  you,  in  that,  confider  any  as 
guilty?  As  for  thofe,  who  through  ex- 
ceffes  in  which  I  might  perceive  perfond  inn* 
juries^  have  drawn  upon  themfelves  the 
profecution  of  the  laws,  I  feel  in  rtfptO:  to 
them  that  I  am  the  King  of  the  French. 

:  t -:.  **  (Signed)  Louis. 

♦^  Paris  J  September  i^tK  1791  • 

I.    **  P.  S.     I   think.    Gentlemen,  .that  I 

aujght  to  pronouiice  my  folemn  acceptance 

/T '      1  of 
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of  the  Conftitution,  in  the  very  place  where 
it  was  formed :  I  (hall  confequeritly  to-mor-- 
row  at  noon,  come  to  the  National  Af- 
fembly/' 

Cries  of  Vive  le  Rot !  Bravo  !  bravo  i 
accompanied  by  great  applaufes,  broke  out 
feveral  times  during  the  reading  of  this  let- 
ter, and  were  redoubled  at  the  fentence  in 
which  the  King  declared,  \hzxhe  renounced 
the  co-operation  which  he  had  claimed  in 
the  "Work  of  the  Conjlitution,  as  if  this 
tardy  and  forced  renunciation  of  a  co-opera* 
tion  which  the  Aflembly  had  conftantly  and 
formally  refufed  to  his  Majefty,  although 
it  was  unanimoqfly  prefcribed  in  all  the  in- 
ftru(%ions  to  the  members,  could  be  of  any 
validity.  However,  the  Cote-Gauche^  en-» 
chanted  with  that  paragraph,  called  for  its 
being  read  again,  which  they  obtained  by 
repeated  cries  oi  encore.  The  Hall  refounded 
for  fome  minutes  with  clappings  and  fhouts 
of  joy,  which  formed  a  very  ftriking  con- 
trail to  the  dead  filence  which  reigned 
among  the  Cote-Droit. 

M.  de  la  Fayette  then  moved,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  King^s  defire,  all  perfons  con- 
fined on  account  of  his  Majefty *s  departure, 

Ihould 


23©  ANNALS.  OF    THE  {Sept.  1791. 

fhould  be  iet  at  liberty;  that  an  immediate 
ftop  be  put  to  all  proceedings  relative  to  the 
the  events  of  the  Revolution  ;  and  that  thejufc 
of  pafTports,  and  all  temporary  reftraints  up- 
on the  liberty  of  going  and  coming,  as  well 
in  as  out  of  the  Kingdom  fliould  be  annulled. 
The  Affembly  adopted  the  propofal  of  M.  dc 
la  Fayette  by  acclamation,  and  appointed  a 
Deputation  of  fixty  of  its  members,  to  go 
immediately  and  prefent  this  Decree  to  the 
King,  and  exprefs  to  him  the  delight  they 
had  felt  on  hearing  his  Majefty*s  letter  read# 
The  Keeper  of  the  Seals-  left  the  Hall  amidft 
applaufes,  and  went  to  inform  the  King  of 
thfe  Deputation  that  was  coming  to  him. — 
As  foon  as  they  had  fet  off,  the  Aflembly, 
tranfported  with  rapture,  broke  up^  the  Sit- 
ting. 

The  Deputation  being  introduced  to  the 
King,  addreffed  him  in  the  following 
fpeech  : 

.  **  Sire,  The  letter  which  your  Majefly 
feat  to  the  Natipnal  Affembly  has  been 
read  to  them ;  they  interrupted  the  read- 
ing of  it  by  repeated  applaufes,  which  alone 
can  exprefs  the  fentiments  with  which  the 
French  PeopJe  have  b<en  fp  long  animated 
:   .      .       '  for 
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for  their  Kings.  The  Affembly  partake  your 
Majefty'sdefireto  extinguifh  ail  animofities, 
to  put  an  end  to  all  diflentioris;  and  being 
anxious  to  diftinguifh  this  grand  epocha  by 
all  that  can  render  it  folemn,  have  haftened 
to  pafs  a  decree  which  obliterates  every  trace 
of  a  Revolution  how  concluded.  They  have 
charged  us  to  bring  that  Decree  to  your 
Majefty,  and  here  it  is*.'* 

The  King  heard  it  read,  was  greatly  af- 
fedled  by  it,  and  anfwered  with  an  air  of 
fatisfa<5lion  :  **  I  (hall  always  feel  it  a  plea- 
fure  as  well  as  a  duty  to  follow  the  will  of 
the  Nation  when  I  am  acquainted  with  it.  I 
am  fenfible  of  the  readinefs  with  which  the 
National  Affembly  have  complied  with  the 
defire  I  expreffi^  that  they  fhould  pafs  an 
aA  of  grace.  This  day  will  be  memora- 
ble in  hiftory.  I  wilh  it  may  put  an  end  tQ 
difcord;  that  it  may  unite  all,  and  that  we 
may  be  but  one.  I  am  informed/*  added  the 
King,  **  tliat  the  National  Affembly  have 
this  1  morning  paffed  a  Decree  relative  to  the 
Blue  Ribbon,  with  which  they  have  exclu- 

*  In  the  final  drawing  up  of  the  Decree  which  was 
adopted  the  following  day,  the  revocation  of  the  Decree 
relative  to  the  Emigrants  was  exprefsly  paflcd. 

fively 
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fively  honoured  myfelf  and  my  fon.  As  I  never 
Cbt  any  other  value  on  this  decoration  but 
th^t  of  being  able  to  beftow  it  upon  others, 
I  am  determined  to  lay  afid^  the  Blue  Rib-, 
bon,  I  requeft  you  to  inform  the  Aflembly 
of  my  refolution.** 

The  Queen  and  her  children  being  at  the 
door  pf  thp  Coyncil-Chamber  where  the 
Deputation  was  received,  the  King  faid : 
^'  There  are  my  wife  and  children  who  par- 
take my  fentiments/*  The  Queen  advanced 
towards  the  Deputies,  and  with  her  own 
lips  confirmed  what  the  King  had  faid. 

Thefe  particulars  were  reported  the  d^y 
following  at  the  opening  of  the  Sitting  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  Deputation,  and  excited 
great  applaufe.  The  AiTembly  then  refumed 
the  debate  upon  the  affair  of  Avignon,  and 
concluded  by  adopting  the  reporter's  prpi? 
ppfal. 

The  Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche  very 
foon  maqffefted  that  the  joy  which  they  had 
ihown  on  hejiring  the  King's  anfwer  was 
not  connected  with  any  intention  favoufabjc 
to  his  Majefty.  In  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
Blue  Ribbon  they  only  confidered  the  anni- 
hilation of  an  Order  too  illuftrious  to  be 
/within  ^eir  reach ;  and  the  affe(5ting  fenti- 

ment 
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ment  which  the  King  had  expreffed  in  his 
paternal  wifh,  *^  that  we  may  be  but  one^^^ 
only  flattered  their  foolifh  vanity.  They 
were  fo  ridiculoufly  elated  at  this  moment, 
that  the  Prefident  having  ferioufly  propofed 
io  the  AfTembly  to  decide  whether  they 
ought  not  to  keep  their  feats  while  the  King, 
who  was  exped:ed,  took  his  oath,  the  Mem* 
htx%  oixkit  Cote-Gauche  vociferated,.  To  be 
fure  !  To  be  fure !  and  the  King  Jianding 
with  his  hat  off  I  This  arrangement  was 
adopted,  amidft  the  (houts  and  clappings  of 
the  galleries,  in  fpite  of  the  remonftrances  of 
the  members  of  the  Cote-Droit.  When 
filence  was  reftored,  M.  Malonet  obferved 
that  there  was  no  circumftance  in  which  the 
National  AfTembly  in  the  King's  prefencc 
did  not  acknowledge  him  as  their  Chief; 
that,  not  to  treat  the  Chief  of  the  Stfte  with, 
the  refpedt  due  to  him,  \\'as  a  flight  to  the 
Nation  as  much  as  to  the  Monarch.  He 
moved  in  confequence,  that  as  the  King  wiTs 

•  to  take  his  oath  ftanding^  the  Aflembly 
ftiould  alfo  hear  it  in  the  fame  attitude. 
This  obfervation  made  an  impreflion  on 
niany  Members  of  the    Cote-Gauche ^  and 

^  the  motion  would  perhaps  have  been  de* 
creed,  had  not  a  Breton  Deputy  [^Langui^ 

nais) 
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nais)  cried  out  in  a  flirill  tone,  that  he  had 
an  amendment  to  make  which  would  fuit 
every  body.  **  Let  us  decree/*  faid  he,  *•  that 
M.  Malouetj  and  whoever  elfe  pleafes,  fliall 
be  permitted  to  receive  the  King  kneeling, 
but  let  us  adhere  to  our  arrangement.*'  This 
iilly  jeft  had  its  full  effeft  ;  they  who  were 
tickled  with  it  were  ftill  laughing  when  the 
King  entered  the  Hall  accompanied  by  all 
the  Miniftcrs,  and  with  no  other  decora- 
tion than  that  of  the  Croix  de  Si.  Louis. 

Two  chairs  of  the  fame  fize,  both  covered 
with  velvet,  wrought  with  golden  Jleurs-de^ 
lis,  were  placed  before  the  Prefident's  ta- 
ble. The  King  went  up  to  it,  and  placing 
himfelf  on  the  left  of  the  Prefident,  fpokc 
in  thefe  terms  : 

**  iSentlemen,  I  come  to  confecrate 
**  folemnly  here  my  acceptance  of  the  Con- 
**  ftitutional  A6t.  I  fvvear,  in  confequence, 
•'  to  be  faithful  to  the  Nation  and  to  the 
•*  Law,  to  employ  all  the  power  delegated 
**  tome,  to  maintain  the  Conftitution  de- 
**  creed  by  the  Conftituent  National  Affem- 
**  blj*;  and  to  caufe   the  laws  to  be  exe- 

**  cuted 

*  The  King  at  this  moment  perceiving  that  he  was 

the 
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**  cuted*  May  this.grdit  and  memorable 
**  epocha  be  that  of  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
**  peace  and  union,  and  become  the  pledge 
**  of  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  of 
*'  the  profperity  of  the  Empire/' 

The  Hall  for  feveral  minutes  refounded 
with  the  cries  of  Vive  le  Roi^  during  which 
the  Minifter  of  Juftice  prefented  the  Confti- 
tutional  Adl  to  the  King  to  be  ligned,  and 
figned  it  after  his  Majefty,  as  did  all  the 
other  Minifters. 

The  Affembly,  who  had  rifen  during  the 
figning  of  the  Conftitutional  Adt,  fat  down 
again  to  hear  the  Prefident's  anfwer,  who 
ftanding,  pronounced  the  firft  fentence,  but 
he  alfo  fat  down  with  the  moft  civic  familiar 
rity,  when  he  faw  that  the  King  did  not 
rife  to  hear  him.  The  fpeech  which  he 
made  to  his  Majefty  if^s  as  follows : 

**  France  was  opprcffed  by  abufes  which 
had  long  triumphed  over   the  good   inten^- 

the  only  perfon  ftanding;  fat  down  and  continued  his 
fpeech.  This  dignified  motion  was  attended  with  •  ge* 
neral  clapping,  .mixed  with  cries  of  yive  h  RoL  Even 
'ihey  who  had  jufl  been  infulting  the  Royal  Majefty, 
fecmcd  to  be  pleafed  with  the  King,  for  not  having  fuf- 
fered  it.  * 

tiops 
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tions  of  the  beft  of  Kings,  and  which  would 
for  ever  have  withftood  the  authority  of  the. 
Throne, 

**  The  National  Aflembly,  the  depoJStary 
of  the  wifhes,  of  the  rights,  and  of  the 
power  of  the  People,  have  re-eftabliftied, 
by  the  deftrudtion  of  all  abufes,  the  folid 
foundations  of  public  profperity.  Sire,  what 
this  Aflembly  have  defcreed,  the  National  ad* 
.herence  ha^  ratified  j  the  moft  connplete  exe* 
cution  of  it  in  every  part  of  the  Empire  at- 
tefts  the  general  aflent ;  it  difconccrts  the 
feeble  projeds  of  thofe  whom  difcontent 
has  too  long  blinded  to  their  own  interefts  ; 
it  promifes  your  Majefty  that  you  (hall  no 
longer  wilh  in  vain  the  happinefs  of  the 
French. 

"  The  National  Aflembly.  have  nothing 
more  to.defire  on  this  ever  memorable  day,  on 
which  you  have  coi\ij|pmated  in  its  bofom, 
by  the  mofl:  folemn  engagement,  the  accep- 
tance of  the  Conftitutional  Royalty.  It  is  the 
attachment  of  the  French,  it  is  their  coafi- 
dcnce,  which  beflpws  upon  you  this  refpec- 
tab^f  and  pure  title  to  the'  noblefl:  Crown 
upon  the  globe ;  and  it.  is  fecured  to  you^ 
Sire,  by  the  imperifhable  authority  of  a 
Gonftitution  freely  decreed;  by  the  invin- 
cible 
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vincible  force  of  a  people  who 'felt  them- 
fehres  worthy  of  liberty,  and  by  the  necef- 
fity  there  is,  that  fo  great  a  Nation  Ihould 
always  have  an  hereditary  Monarchy. 

**  When  your  Majefty,  waiting  from  ex- 
perience a  knowledge  of  the  practical  ef- 
fedls  of  the  Conftitution,  promifes  to  main-- 
tain  it  at  home,  and  to  defend  it  againfl  all 
attacks  abroady  the  Nation  relying  upon  the 
juftice  of  their  rights,  upon  the  confciouf- 
hefs  of  their  ftrength  and  courage,  and  upon 
the  fidelity  of  their  co-operation,  cannot 
perceive  abroad  any  ground  of  alarm,  and 
will  concur,  by  their  tranquil, confidcn^^re, 
to  the  prompt  fuccefs  of  their  Gbvernmdnt 
at  home. 

**  How  grand  in  oiir  eyes,  Sire!  how 
dear  to  our  hearts,  and  how  fublinle  in  oui: 
hiftory  Hiuft  appear  the  aera  of  the  regenera- 
tion, which  gives  to^  France  Citizens,  to 
the  French  a  Country,  and  to  you,  as  a 
Xing,  a  new  title  of  grandeur  and  of  glory> 
as  a  man,  a  hew  fource  of  enjoyment,  and 
new  fcnfations  of  happinefs/* 

'"Nothing  was  heard  in  the  Hall  but  clap- 
ping and  cries  of  Vive  le  Roi!  and  Bravo  ! 
till  the  King  bad  left  it.  The  AiTcmbly  in  a 
-Vol.  IV.  ,  Z  body 
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body  efcbrted  the  King  back  to  the  Palace, 
amidft  the  joyous  (houts-of  the  People,  ac- 
companied by  military  bands  of  mufic,  and 
feveral  volleys  of  artillery.     During  the  re- 
maioder  of  the  day  the  Palace  and  the  gar- 
den of  the   Tuikries   were  filled   with  an 
immenfe  concourfe  of  citizens  of  all  condi- 
tions.    The  King  and  Royal  Family  feveral 
times  (hewed  themfelves  at  the  windows,  to 
fatisfy  the-eagernefs  of  the  People,  who  de- 
jncHiftrated    their    acknowledgment  hy  the 
moft. animated  fhouts  and  clappings., In  the 
evening  all  the  ftreets  of  the  Capital  were 
illuminated,  as  they  had  been  the  night  be- 
fore.    When  .the  King  accepted  the  Confti- 
tution,  the  Affembly  had  exprefsly  declared, 
that  the  ReyoluUcHi   v/4S  at  an  end.     The 
Parifianfr  good-natin-cdly   believed  it;    and 
the  idea,;  that  they  were  at  laft  going,  to  enter 
3upon  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  profperity, 
pf  all. the  happinefs  which  had  been  pxo- 
mifed  the}i?>  tranfported. them  with  joy.-— 
Thje  Afl^^mbly  ftill  further  confirmed 'thefc 
flattering  hopes,  by  decreeing,  that  the  King 
fhould  be  requefted  to  give  orders,  that  the 
i^^iftitutiqn  flioujd  be  folemnly  proclaimed 
inyjhe  Capital',  on  ,the  viSund^y .  foUowiipg, 
'September  3*§th,  ;and in  ^U^tjtip  Departments 
VI  ;'*     ,     and 
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and  Municipalities  of  the  Kingdom,  on  the 
Stmday  after  the  day  on  which  it  Ihould 
officially  come  to  their  hands ;  and  that  the 
happy  completion  of  it  (hould  be^  every 
where  celebrated  by  public  rejoicings,  and 
by  the  liberation  of  all  prifoners  confined 
for  debt  contra(fted  for  the  nurfing  of  their 
children,  which  debts  fhould  be  paid  out  of 
the  Public  Treafury. 

The  King's  brothers,  far  from  being  im- 
pofed  upon  by  thefe  illufions,  faw  in  the 
principles  of  the  New  Conftitution,  the  an^ 
nihilation  of  Religion,  the  overthrow  of  the 
Monarchy,  and  the  violation  of  all  Rights, 
and  of  all  Property ;  and  in  the  confe- 
quences  of  thofe  principles,  the  impunity 
for  all  crimes,  the  defpotii'm  of  the  bri* 
gands,  and  the  total  overthrow  and  defola- 
tion  of  the  whole  Kingdom.  The  King 
alone  could  have  prevented  fo  many  calami- 
tics,  by  exercifing  freely,  and  conformably 
to  the  unanimous  wi(h  of  the  Nation,  the? 
rights  which  they  had  formally  acknow- 
ledged liim  to  pofTefs,  in  all  their  iriftruc- 
tions 'to  their  Deputies,  according  to  which 
no  change  could  be  made  in  the  ancient  Con- 
ftitution, except  in  concert  with  his  Ma- 
Z  2  jefty; 
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jefty;  but  at  this  fatal  period,  Louis  XVh 
violently  ftripped  of  all  power,  of  every 
authority  whatever,  confined,  be  and  his 
family,  and  watched  in  his  Palace,  was  not 
fd  free  as  the  loweft  of  his  fubjedts,  and 
perceived  that  they  ftill  acknowledged  him 
as  King,  only  by  the  infults  and  threats 
with  which  they  addrefled  him  every  day,  to 
Ihew  their  hatred  to  Royalty.  The  Princes, 
as  much  alarmed  as  irritated,  at  feeing  the 
Royal  Family  in  fo  critical  a  fituaticwi,  ftre- 
noufly  exerted  themfelves  to  intereft  all  the 
Foreign  Powers  in  their  caufe,  and  to  prevail 
upon  them  to  adopt  the  only  determination, 
that  could  deliver  the  King,  fave  the  Mo- 
narchy, and  prevent  the  calamities  with 
which  the  Revolution  menaced  not  only 
France,  but  all  Europe. 

The  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Fruffia, 
having  at  this  period  to  fettle  between  them- 
felves fome  interefts  of  too  delicate  and  im- 
portant a  nature  to  be  adjufted  by  the  ufua] 
diplomatic  modes,  thought  proper  to  dif- 
eufs  them  in  perfon,  and  agreed  for  that 
purpofe  to  meet  at  the  Caftle  of  Pilnit^, 
towards  the  end  of  the  month  of  Auguft,^ 
before  the   Emperor's   coronation,      their 

Majefties, 
2 
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Majefties^  beirtg  warmly  urged  by  the 
Princes,  confented  to  take  alfo  into  confider- 
ation,  in  that  conference,  the  fiibjed  of 
their  reprefentations,  the  refult  of  which 
might  have  been  fo  advantageous  to  the  af- 
fairs of  France,  if  the  other  Courts  had 
been  lefs  tardy  in  adopting  the  Emperor'^s 
plan;  and  if  he  hin^felf,  yielding  to  tha 
counfels  of  weaknefs,  miftruft,  or  falfe  po- 
litics^  had  not  abandoned  it,  before  he  began 
to  put  it  into  execution.  This  plan  agreed 
entirely  with  that  which  his  Imperial  Majefty 
had  fettled  at  Mantua'  four  months  before, 
except  the  changes  made  ncceffary  by  the 
difference  of  the  King^s  fituation  at  thefe 
juncSlures. 

The  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Pruflia  ar^ 
rived  at  Pilnitz  on  the  25th  of  Auguft.  His 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Count  d'Artois  arrived 
there  on  the  fame  day,  accompanied  by  M. 
de  Calonne,  and  immediately  obtained  an 
audiencQ  of  their  Majefties,  which  lafted 
^bout  three  qiiarters  of  gn  hour.  It  wag 
agreed  that  the  Baron  de  Spielmanh^  the 
Emperor'^  Minifter,  M.  de.  Bifchofswerder^ 
the  King  orf  Pruffia^s,  and  M.  de  Calonne^ 
for  the  Princes,  Ihould  be  commiffioned  to 
fettle,   aod  draw  up  a  declaration,   to  l^ 

^3  ■       %^«4 
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figned  by  their  Majefties.     On   the  27th, 

after  dinner,  while  the  Emperor,  the  King 

of  Pruflia,  the  Eledlor  of  Saxony,  arnd  the 

Count  d'Artois,  were  gone  to  Drefden,  the 

three    Minifters   met,    and  for  nearly  four 

hours    difcuffed   a  plan   of    a   declaration,' 

which  M.  Spielmann  had  previoufly  drawn 

up,  and  to  which  M.  de  Calonn6  made  fe- 

veral  objedlions.     In  the  evening,  after  the 

return  of   their   Majefties  and   the    Count 

d^ArtoiSf  his  Royal    Highnefs  and  M.  de 

Calonne  went   together  to    the   Emperor's 

apartments,  where  thdy  found  the  King  of 

Pruflia,  Marflial  de  Lacy^  M.  Spielmann^ 

and  M.  Bifchofswerder.  There  was  no  other 

perfon  prefent  at  this  conference.     The  plan 

of  a  declaration  was  read  anddifcufled.    The 

contefted  points    were   again   debated,   and 

their  Majefties  confented,  on  being  urged 

by  the  Count  ^*-^i(?w,  to  ^dmit  the  lafl:  fen- 

.  tence  which  M.  de  Calonne  had  propofed, 

as  more  adapted  than  the  preceding  ones  to 

infpire  confidence.     It  was  alfo  agreed  by  a 

fecret   Convention,    that   the  Erhperor  and 

the  King   of   Pfuflia,  fhould   each   furnifh 

twelve  thoufand  men  upon  the  frontiers  of 

the  Rhine,  as  foon  as  poflible,  to  f^ppMC 

the  army  of  the  Emigtants,  and  to  demoii'* 

>      *       '  ilratc 
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ftrate  uncquivQcally,  the  eiFedtual  protec- 
tion which  their  Majefties  were  determined 
to  grant  to  the  caufe  of  the  Princes,  while 
they  waited  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
Powers.  ^ 

.  The  declaration  figned  at  Pilnitz  by  the 
Emperor  and  by  the  King  of  Pruflia,  and 
delivered  by  their  Majefties,  to  the  Count 
d^Artois,  was  couched  in  thefe  terms :    . : 

^*  *  His  Majefty  the  Emperor,  and  his 
•*  Majefty  the  King  of  Pruflia,  having  heard 
**  the  defires  and  the  reprefentations  of 
**  Monsieur  and  his  Royal  Highnefs  :thc 
**  Count  d'Artois,  declare. conjointly,  that 
**  they  confider  the  fituation  in  which  his 

♦  The  Faftious  who  were  not  in  the  fecret  of  the 
general  plan  with  which  this  declaration  was  conne^ledji 
concluded,  from  the  words  then'  and  in  that  cafcj  with 
v^hich  the  laft-  fentcnce  but  one  of  this  declaration  be- 
gan, that  it  was  an  illufory  and  immcaijiog.aQ,  granted 
to  the  Priqces,  without  any  intention  of  its  being  put  in 
execution,  and  merely  to  get  rid  of  theirimportunities. 
In  faft,  it  is  certain,  tbat  the  declaration  of  Pilnitz  was 
not  executed;  but  that  was  only  becaufe  the  ])ure  ana 
unconditional  acceptance  of  the  Conftitutional  Aft, 
which  had  not  been  expeded,  was  made  by  the  King,  in 
terms  that  gave  grounds  for  prefuming  tjiat  his  Majefty 
had  fincerely  and  voluntarily  coi)fented  to  make  trial  of 
the  Nfiw  Conftitution, 

Z4  ^  Majefty 
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*•  Majefly  the  King  of  France  is  at  prefent 
•>  placed,  as  a  matter  which  concerns  the. 
**  intercft  of  every  Sovereign  of  Europe.— 
♦*  They  hope  that  that  intereft  will  not  fail 
**  to  be  acknowledged  by  the  Powers  whofe 
•^  afliftance  is  required;  and  that  confe- 
•f*  quaitly,  they  will  not  refufe  to  employ, 
•'  in  conjundion  with  their  Majefties,  the 
**  moft  efficacious  means,  according  to  their^ 
**  abilities,  to  put  the  King  of  France  in  a 
•^  fituation  to  cftabliili,  in  perfe(9:  liberty, 

^'  the  foundations  of  a  Monarchical  Go-' 
*•  vernment,  equally  agreeable  to  the  rights 
•*  of  Sovereigns  and  the  welfare  of  the 
•*  French ;  then  and  in  that  cafe,  their  Ma- 
**  jefties  are  determined  toad:  promptly  and 
**  by  mutual  confent,  with  the  forces  ne- 
**  ceflary  to  obtain  the  end  propofed  by  all 

^*  of  them.  In  the  mean  time  they  will 
**  give  orders  for  their  troops  to  be  ready 
•*  foradtual  fervice* 

/*  Pilnitz,  Augufl  2']thj  1791. 
"  Signed  by  the  Emperor  and  the  King 
«*  of  Pruflia/' 

As  the  Princes  at  this  time  had  no  means 
ot  correfponding  diredly  with  the  King, 
without  running  the  rilk  of  augmenting  his^ 

dangers. 
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dangers,  they  could  not  inform  him  of  this 
negotiation,  and  the  n^ode  they  took  to  make 
the  refult.  of  it  known  to  him,  was  by  a 
letter  they  caufed  to  be  inferted  in  feveral 
newfpapers  and  journals  *.  This  letter  made 
a  great  impreflion,  but  unfortunately  the 
King  had  accepted  the  Conftitution  before 
that  letter  was  publifhed.  Not  that  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  the  counfels,  the  promifes, 
and  the  hopes,  which  the  Princes  gave  his 
Majefty,  would  ever  have  prevailed  upon 
him  to  refufe  entirely  his  acceptance  of  the 
Conftitutional  Aift.  The  certainty  of  the 
dangers  which  fo  energetic  a  determination 
would  have  raifed,  muft  always  have  been 
enough  to  divert  the  King  from  it ;  but  it 
was  more  than  probable,  that  if  the  letter 
of  the  Princes,  and  the  declaration  figned 
at  Pilnitz,  had  been  known  before  the  Con- 
ftitutional A(3:  had  been  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  theAffembly  might  not  have  in- 
fifted  fo  imperioufly  on  the  pretended  necef- 
fity  of  a  pure  and  unconditional  acceptance, 
and  might  have  thought  themfelves  happy, 
if  they  had  obtained  a  provifional  one, 
founded  .wpon  motives   drawn   even    from 

♦  Sec  Appendix,  No*  xxiiu 

the 
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the  King's  fituation,  and  conformable  to 
his  real  fentiments,  and  not  upon  coei- 
ments,  of  which  the  confufion,  contradic- 
tions, ftyle,  and  want  of  dignity,  clearly 
fhowed,  that  the  letter  which  contained* 
them,  and  which  the  King  had  thought^ 
himfelf  obliged  to  fign,  was  no  lefs  foreign 
to  his  heart  than  that  which  was  fent  ^o  the 
Ambafladors  feme  months  before,  under  the 
name  of  M.  de  Montmorin.  Thofe  two 
Conftitutional  papers  were  in  reality  the  pro- 
dud  ions  of  the  fame  faction. 

The  proclamation  of  the  Conftitutional 
Ad:  was  made  at  Paris  on  Sunday  the  18th 
of  September,  with  great  folemnity.  The 
commencement  of  the  ceremony  was  an- 
nounced by  feveral  difcharges  of  artillery. — 
The  Mayor  fet  out  from  the  Hotel-de-Ville, 
at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  accompa- 
nied by  the  Municipal  Body  ;  a  numerous 
detachment  of  the  National  Guard  on  foot 
and  on  horfeback;  heralds,  in  their  full 
dreffes,  and  a  band  of  muficians.  After 
making  the  proclamation  on  the  fteps  of 
the  Hotel'de-Ville,  at  the  Caroufel,  and  at 
the  PlacC'Vendome,  the  proceffion  went  to 
the  Champ'de-MarSj  where  the  fix  divifions 
of  the  National  Guard,  the  members  of  the 

Tribunals, 


JSfiFT.  1791-1        FREKGH    revolution.  347 

Tribunals,  the  Department,  the  Commit-^ 
tees  of  the  forty-eight  Sections,  and  the 
Jiiftices  of  Peace,  were  previoufly  affem- 
bled.  The  Mayor  placed  himfelf  upon  the 
Altar  of  the  Country,  and  at  the  fame  time 
there  was  a  difcharge  of  130  pieces  of  can-- 
nol^.  He  then  proclaimed  the  Conftitutional 
Ad:,  amidft  the  clapping  of  the  fpedlators, 
and  cries,  a  thoufand  times  repeated,  of^— 
Vive  la  Nution  ! 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  baloon 
loaded  with  Conftitutional  emblems,  I'ofe 
majieftically  from  the  middle  of  the  Champs^ 
Elifees^  and  pafTed  diredly  over  the  town. 
At  night  the  illuminations  were  general; 
thofc  of  the  public  buildings  and  walks,  afr 
forded  a  moft  magnificent  fped:acle.  The 
outer  walks  on  each  fide  of  the  Champs^ 
Elifees  were  ornamented  with  feftoons  6f 
fmall  lamps,  hung  from  tree  to  tree,  from 
the  Place  Louis  XV.  to  VEtoile.  The  inner 
parts  of  thefe  fields  were  alfo  illuminated, 
and  at  certain  diftances  were  feen  amphither 
atares.  filled  with  muficians.  M,  de  la  Fayette 
made  his  appearance  at  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
^Gccrmpanied  by  his  Aide-de-Camps,  gather- 
ing the  populAX  homage 'which  the  fincerity 
k  ^  of 
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of  his  devotion  to  the  New  Conftitution 
merited.  The  King,  the  Queen,  the  Dau- 
phin, and  Madame  Roy  ale,  arrived  fomc 
moments  after  M.  de  la  Fayette.  Their  car- 
riage was  foon  furrounded  by  an  immenfe 
concourfe  of  fpedtators  of  all  claffes,  and 
the  Champs-Elifces  rung  for  nearly  a  quar-. 
ter  of  an  hour  with  the^  (houts  of  Vive  It 
Roi !  fometiraes  mingled  with  thofe  of 
Vive  la  Reine  !  Vive  la  Nation !  Vive  la 
Liberte  !  Vive  la  Fayette! 

Among:  thofe  who  cried  Vive  le  Roi  /  {c^ 
veral  were  feen  endeavouring  to  conceal  their 
tears,  and  their  countenances  expreffed  a 
melancholy  foreboding :  in  general,  among 
the  People,  that  lively  and  free  gaiety  by 
which  they  ufually  difplayed  their  content, 
was  not  to  be  found  ;  the  muficians  in  vain 
played  the  patriotic  airs  moft  adapted  to  in- 
fpire  the  fong  and  dance ;  nobody  fung,  no- 
body had  a  defire  to  dance.  The  People  did 
nothing  but  run  from  one  public  edifice  to 
another,  to  fee  illuminations,  and  they  mif- 
took  for  joy  what  in  reality  was  foolery.  Jn 
fait,  what  was  there  in  this  Conftitutional 
A(5t,  proclaimed  with  fo  much  magnificence, 
to  delight  the  People  of  the  Capital  ?    They 

had 
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had  never  been  fubjedt  to  tithes  or  feudal 
ferviccs,  and  of  courfe,  their  fuppreflion 
was  a  matter  of  indifference  as  it  regarded 
them.  The  metaphyfical  declaration  of  the 
Rights  of  Man  and  of  a  Citizen,  the  dif- 
tindlion  of  three  powers,  with  their  refpec-v 
tive  attributes,  &c.  &c.  were  to  them  words 
without  ideas.  What  could  they  make, 
even  of  the  dogmas  of  the  fovereignty  of 
the  People  and  political  Liberty,  after  they 
had  been  fired  upon  in  the  affair  of  the 
Champ-de-Mars  ?  For  two  years  they  had 
been  made  to  fing  (^a  ira^  fa  ira;  but 
every  thing  went  from  bad  to  worfe,  and 
the  time  when  the  Affembly  concluded  thii 
fatal  Conftitution,  without  permitting  the 
King  to  propofe  any  alteration  in  it,  was  a 
period  of  diforder  and  anarchy  thr6ughout 
the  Kingdom,  notwithftanding  the  effron- 
tery with  which  the  Prefident  {Thouret)  had 
aflerted,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  King,  that  the 
mojl  complete  execution  of  the  Conjlitu^^ 
tional  Decrees  in  every  part  of  the  Empire^ 
attejled  the  general  ajfent. 

Where  then  was  that  pretended  complete 
execution  to  be  found  ?  Was  it  at  Toulon, 
in  the  midft  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  who 
had  been  6red  at  before  the  eyes  of  the  Y)U 

reftory 


3^0  ANNALS    OF    THE  [Seft.  ijgr^ 

reftory  and  Municipality  ?  Was  it  at  Mar- 
feilles,  where  two  gentlemen  had  been  maf- 
facred  with  impunity,  under  the  common 
pretext  of  ariftocracy?  Was  it  at  Aries, 
which  was  in  a  ftate  of  infurredtion,  and 
upon  the  point  of  being  befieged  ?  Was  it 
at  Bayeux,  where  the  Abbe  Fauchet,  the 
Conftitutional  Bifhop,  decreed  to  be  arrefted 
and  profecuted,  even  by  order  of  the  Na- 
tional AlTembly,  had  received  triumphal  ho- 
nours, and  was  deputed  to  the  next  Legif^ 
lature?  Was  it  atBlois,  where  the  Command 
dant,  devoted  to  death,  for  attempting  to 
execute  the  Decrees,  had  been  compelled  to 
fend  away  a  faithful  regiment,  and  fubmit  to 
a  revolted  battalion  which  was  protected  by 
the  Club,  the  Municipality,  and  the  National 
Guard  ?  Was  it  at  Nifmes,  where  the  regi- 
ment of  Dauphine,  when  quitting  the  city  by 
order  of  the  Minifter,  had  been  detained  in 
it  by  order  of  the  People,  and  of  the 
friends  of  the  Conjlitutioriy  who  fome 
months  before  had  aflifted  them  to  get  rid  of 
their  Officers  ?  Was  it  at  Touloufe  whare, 
in  fpite  of  the  decrees,  the  Adminiftrative 
Bodies  had  ordered  all  the  priells,  who  had 
not  taken  the  oath,  to  leave  the  city  in  three 
days,  and  tp  rem^ove  to  four  leagues  diftance 

from 
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from  it  ?  Finally,  was  it  in  the  payment  of 
the  taxes;  in  refpedl  for  property;  in  the 
payment  of  the  manerial  rents  not  fuppreffed ; 
in  the  toleration  of  the  Roman  Catholics  ; 
in  the  return  of  public  and  private  fafety; 
in  the  energy   of  the  police ;  in  the   inde- 
pendence  of  the  courts  of  juftice  ;  in  the 
fubordination  of  the  army  ;  in  the  liberty  of 
opinions ;  in  fubmiffion  to  the  legal  power 
of  the  Departments  and  Municipalities  ;  in 
obedience  to  the  fecondary  conftituted  autho- 
rities,   or    to  the   chief   of  the   Executive 
Power,  &c^  ? 

Thefe  doubtlefs  are  circumftances  which 
ought  to  have  exifted,  tojuftifythe  affer- 
tion  of  the  Prefident,  and  to  manifeft  the 
advantages  of  the  New  Conftitution  ;  but 
the  contrary  every  where  was  the  cafe  at 
that  very  moment,  and  confequently  the  Pre- 
fident was  an  impoftor,  and  the  Conftitutiori 
but  a  code  of  infurred:ion  and  anarchy. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  France,  when  it 
pleafed  the  Aflembly  to  fee  in  the  King*s  ac- 
ceptance of  the  Conflitutional  A(^,  the.pe- 
riod  of  the  Conflituent  Power  which  they 
had  arrogated  to  themfelves.  They  there-* 
fore  modeflly  refumed  their  fundtions  pure- 
ly legiflative>    and  occupied   themfelves  in 

exp.^. 
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expediting  the  different  reports  with  which 
their    Committees    were    charged.      They 
finally  fixed  the  c^oth  of  September  as  the 
day  of    their  diflblution,   and   decreed   the 
fupprefiion   of   the    High   National    Court 
provifionally   eftablifhed   at    Orleans,    now 
rendered  ufelefs  by  the  amnefty  granted  for 
all  oflFences   relative  to  the  Revolution,  the 
crime  of  having  protefted   againft  it  being^ 
the   only    one    regarded    as    unpardonable, 
and  the  AlTembly  decreed,  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  Adrien  Dupoft^  **  That  all  perfons 
•*  who  had  figned  any  papers,  whofe  objeft 
*  *  was  to  declare,  that  the  Conftitution  accept- 
•*  ed  by  the  King  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as 
^*  the  law  of  the  Kingdom,  and  binding  upon 
**  every   Frenchman,    (hould.be   incapable 
**  of  holding  any  office  civil  or  military, 
**  and  if    employed,  fhould    be   difmiffcd, 
**  unlcfs  they  retradled  the  faid  declarations 
**  within    a   month,    and    took    the    civic 
''  oath/' 

The  decrees  without  number,  which 
were  made  during  the  laft  Sittings,  were 
almoft  all  of  them  adopted  without  diU 
cuffion  *,  and  upon  the  bare  propofalof  the 

reporter. 

t  1  Ihall  content  mvfelf  with  citing,  among  the  moft 

re- 
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reporter.  The  only  ones  which  gave  place 
to  fome  debates  were;  ift,  That  by  v^^hich 
the  Aflembly  again  feizing  the  Conftituent 
Power,  but  only  in  refpedl  to  the  Colonies* 
decireed,  upon  the  report  of  Barnave^  that 
their  Exterior  Government  ftiould  be  exclu- 
fively  regulated  by  the  Legiflative  Affembly, 
with  the  King's  fandlion,  and  that  the  laws 
concerning  the  fituation  of  perfons  not  free, 
and  the  political  fituation  of  people  of  co- 
lour, and  free  negroes,  as  well  as  the  re- 
gulations relative  ^  to  the  execution  of  the 
iaid  laws,  (hould  be  made  by  the  Co- 
lonial Aflemblies,  executed  provifionally 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Governors, 
and  fent  to  receive  the  King*s  fandlion,  all 
anterior  Decrees  notwithftanding,  &c.  &c, 
September  24th. 

2dly,  The  Decree  by  which  the  Aflembly, 
acknowledged  the  immcnfe  fervices  which 


remarkable,  that  which  concerned  the  police  and  juf- 
tice,  in  the  ports  and  arfenals;  that  which  organized 
the  Corotat  of  Avignon  ;  that  relating  to  the  Notaries  of 
Paris,  and  to  the  reimburfement  of  all  the  Royal  Nota- 
ries; that  which  admitted  the  Jews  to  all  the  rights  of 
HQ  adlive  citizen,  on^  condition  of  taking  the  civic 
oaths  and  a  great  many,  of  the  articles  of  the  penal 
code.  -  - 

•    Vol.  IV.        -        A  %  the 
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the  Clubs  had  rendered  to  the  Revolution 
but  confidering  the  dangers  of  their  undue 
popularity ;  of  their  affiliations ;  of  their 
corrcfpondcnce ;  of  their  journals  ;  of  the 
exaggerations  of  their  zeal^&c*  &c.  diveftcd 
them  of  all  political  exiftence,  forbade  them 
all  interference  whatever,  whether  by  aC-^ 
tion  or  infpedion,.  with  the  ads  of  the 
Conftituted  Powers  and  the  legal  authori- 
ties, and  decreed  V  that  they  fhould  not  under 
any  pretext,  affume  a  eolle6live  name,  either 
to  form  petitions  or  deputations,  in  attend* 
ing  public  ceremonies,  or  for  any  other  obf 
je<5l,  under  pain  of  being  profecuted  by  the 
ProcureurS'Generaux^Syndics  of  thtDepzrt^ 
ments,  of  being  condemned  by  the  tribunals 
to  be  ftruck  out  for  two  years  from  the  civic 
lift,  and  of  being  declared  incapible  of  ex-i 
ercifing  any  public  office  during  that  time< 
Robejpierrer  fhopked  at  the  perfidy^  in-- 
gratitude,  and  machiavelifm  of  this  Decree, 
Ihouted,  and  the  patriots  of  the  Galleries 
partook  his  indignation  as  violently  as  he 
could  defire.  So  fcrious  a  blow  aitned  at  the 
high  power,  whijch  awaited  him  in  the  Ja- 
cobin^ Club,  and  which  Tvas  fo  amply  tq 
compenfate  the  ceflation  of  his  Legiflativo 
and  Conftitutional   fundlion:s,    was  in  his 
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eyes  a  n€anifejl  violation  of  the  Conjiitu* 
Hon ;  a  horrid  infringement  of  Liberty  ; 
of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  People ;  the  idea 
of  breaking  fo  precious,  fo  neceffary  an  in^ 
Jkrument  as  the  Popular  Societies  had  been^ 
and  Jim  were  J  could  only  have  been  con^ 
ceived  by  an  enemy  to  the  Country ;  and 
the  calumnies  which  were  lavijhed  on  them^ 
were  the  petty  means  commonly  ufed  by 
noted  petty  fpirits,  who  were  at  once  the 
dif grace  andfcourge  of  Revolutions.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  declamations  and  abufes, 
the  Affembly,  by  a  great  majority,  adopted 
the  Decree  propofed  by  the  Committee. 

The  order  of  the  day  to  difcufs  the  fa-^ 
mous  report  concerning  the  public  and  Na- 
tional education,  drawn  up  in  the  name  of 
the  Committee  oif  the  Conftitution,  by  the 
late  Bifliop  pi  Autun  was  not  attended  to. 
.  As  the  moft  rapid  examination  of  fb  vo- 
luminous a  plan,  would  take  up  many  more 
Sittings  than  there  remained  for  the  Aflem- 
bly  to  devote  to  it,  they  refolved  to  leave  it 
for  the  fucceeding  Legiflature,:notwithftand- 
ing  the  reprefentations  of  the  author,  and 
the  redudions  to  which  he  confented.  From 
this  plan  were  afterwards  formed  the  Na- 
A  a  2  tional 
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tional  Inftitute,  the  Primary  Schools,  the 
Schools  of  the  Diftridl,  the  Central,  Spe- 
cial, and  Normal  Schools,  and  all  that  Re-  • 
volutionary  nomenclature,  by  means  of 
which  miferable  fchools  of  irreligion  and 
Jacobinifm  have  been  fubftituted  for  good 
colleges. 

The  Aflembly  were  approaching  the  mo- 
ment  of  their  diffolution,  and  for  fome  days 
the  Capital  and   the   Provinces  were  over- 
whelmed with  pamphlets  and  placards,  in 
which  they  were  called  upon,  in  a  very  high 
tone,  to  give  in  their  accounts.     They  could 
not  certainly  be  called  upon  for  an  account 
of  ca(h,  as  they  had  not  had  the. manage- 
ment of  the  Treafury,    but -as,  fince  Mr* 
Necker's  retreat,  they  had  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  the  whole  Adminiftration  of  the. 
Finances,  they  could  be  called   upon,  like 
other  Officers  of  Government,    for  an  ac- 
count of   their  Adminiftration.      Although 
'  they  were  exempt  from  refponfibility  in  the 
cxercife  of  the  Legiflative  Power,  they  could 
not,  without  an  extreme  abfurdity  unknown 
among   civilized    Nations,    pretend  to   thc^ 
4ame  prerogative  in  thofe  cafes  in  which  they 
had  interfered  with,  and  taking  upon  them 
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the  fundlioos  of  either  the  Executive  or  Mi- 
nifterial  Power.  What  fecurity  in  fad:  could 
there  be  for  the  public'  monies,  or  for  pnV 
vate  fortune,  in  a  State  in  which  Reprefen^ 
tatives  of  the  Nation,  affembled  as  a  Le- 
giflative  Body,  fhould  be  authorifed  by  that 
title  to  eftablifli  what  taxes  they  judged 
proper,  and  expend  the  produce  of  them  at 
their  pleafure,  without  being  fubjed:  to  any 
refponfibility  or  account  ?  At  leaft  then,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Affembly  to  prefent  the 
Nation  with  an  authentic  and  comparative 
ftatement  of  the  condition  in  which  they 
had  found  the  Finances,,  and  that  in  whicli 
they  left  them;  and  fuch  was  the  objedt 
of  the  motion  made  by  the  Abbe  Maury 
in  the  Sitting  of  the  28th  of  September, 
which  the  members  of  the  Cote^Droit  had 
attended  in  very  great  numbers  to  fup- 
port.  He  moved  for  the  execution  of  the 
Decree  of  t|ie  14th  of  February  preceding, 
enading,  that  the  Affembly  fhould  not  fe- 
parate  till  they  had  delivered  in  their  ac- 
counts. He  offered  to  prove,  that  the  ac- 
count which  M.  de  Montefquiou  had  read 
fome  days  before,  as  his  own  private  per-r 
formance,  which  was  not  avowed  by  t^e 

Aa  3  Com* 
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Committee  of  Financies,  and  not  difcuffed 
by  the  Aflemtly,  was  but  a  fabrication,  a 
tilTue  of  impoftures*,  and  could  not  confe- 
quently  difcharge  the  engagement  into  which 
the  Aflembly  had  entered. 

This  motion  created  a  dreadful  tumult. — * 
The  Abbe  Maury  was  interrupted  at  almoft 
every  word,  by  cries  of.  To  the  order  of  the 
day!  Hold  your   tongue!    Down,  downt 

*  A  writer  equally  eftimable  for  his  talents  and  hl$ 
opinions  (M.  BergaJfeJ  publiflied  fome  preliminary 
obfervations  on  the  pretended  account  read  to  the  Aflem- 
bly by  M.  de  Montefquiouy  and  removed  in  this  firft 
(ketch  fome  ferious  errors.  He  proved,  for  example, 
that  M,  Amtloty  and  the  Committee  of  Alienation  had 
ftated  only  at  ^,452,227,758  livres,  the  eftimate  of  the 
National  properly  fold  and  to  be  fold,  including  the 
woods  and  forefts  declared  unalienable;  and  that  in  Sep- 
tember, ikf.  de  Montefquiou  ftated  the  value  of  the  fame 
property  at  2,900,o8o>o82  livres  without  inckiding  the 
woods  and  forcfts,  with  which,  according  to  his  ftate- 
inent,  they  formed  i  capital  of  three  thoufand  three 
hundred  millions ;  from  which  there  appeared  a  dif- 
ference  of  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight  millions  be-' 
tween  the  two  accounts.  He  proved  as  clearly  an  error 
of  more  than  a  thoufand  millions  exaggerated  upon  fix 
articles  of  extraordinary  receipts ;  he  announced  at  the 
fame  time,  th^t  ftill  granger  confequences  were  to  "be 
cxpe£led,  when  he  4ifci)fled  M,  de  Montefqutm's  account 
mor^e  minutely, 

Get 
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Get  out  of  the  Tribune  !  To  the  Abb  aye  !  The 
grofleft  invedtives  were  poured  forth  upon 
him,  as  well  as  upon  the  members  of  the 
Cote-Droitj  who  fupported  his  motion,  and 
were  continually  repeating  deliver  in  your 
accounts!  Adrien  Duport  maintained,  in  a 
long  fpeech,  which  was  often  interrupted  by 
the  murmurs  of  the  Cote^Droit^  that,  as  the 
Aflembly  had  not  the  management  of  the 
monies,  they  were  not  liable  to  account.-— 
^*  The  expences,  of  whatever  nature  they 
**  were,*'  faid  he,  **"  have  been  regulated  by 
**  Decrees,  and  the  application  of  the  dif^ 
**  fercnt  fums  has  been  alfo  made  by  De- 
'*  crees.  This  is  the  only  fhare  which  the 
**  Jjlational  Aflembly  have  taken  in  this 
*5  cffentiarpait  of  the  Adminiftration.** 

Was  not  this  confeflion  the  plaineft  ac* 
knowledgcment  poflible,  that  the  Admini-. 
Aration  of  the  Finances  had  been  entirely 
and  exclufively  exerdfed  by  the  Aflembly, 
and  that  confequcntly,  it  was  only  from 
them  that  accounts  relative  to  that  Admini- 
ilratioh  could  be  demanded,  except  fuch  as 
the  Cafhier  and  Commiflioners  of  the  Trca- 
fury  were  bound  to  render  ?  However,  after 
a  Jong  and  indecent  debate,  the  motion  of 
th(J  Abbe  Maury ^  being  confidered  as  Coun- 

A  a  4  tcrp 
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tcr-Revolutionary»  was  rejedied  for  th^  ordef 
of  the  day. 

In  fad:,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  if 
thefe  accounts  had  been  accurately  ftatcd, 
the  Nation,  feeing  that  the  Affemblyi  in- 
ilead  of  covering,  a$  th^y.  ought  and  could 
fp  eafily,  the  old  deficit  of  the  Finances, 
had  enormoufly  increafed  it  by  fquandering 
and  peculation,  would  have  been  exafperated 
at  their  Reprefentatives,  for  the  abufe  of 
their  powers,  would  at  laft  have  had  their 
eyes  opened  to  their  quackery  and  ignorance, 
would  have  delefted  their  work,  and  abjured 
their  extravagant  Conftitution,  which  vio- 
lated or  endangered  all  rights  and  all  pro- 
perty, and  left  the  creditors  of  the  State  no 
other  fecurity  than  a  fine  phrafe  *,  and  thoy- 
fands  of  millions  of  Affignats,  the  mort- 
gage for  which  was  '  daily  confumed  by  the 
Revolution.  The  Abbe  Maury's  motion, 
viewed  in  this  light,  muft  doubtlefs  appear 
very  Counter-Revolutionary. 

A  Te  Deum  however  was  chanted,  with 
the  ^reateft  folemnity,  on  Sunday  the  25th 

♦  We  may  remember  that  the  Order  pf  the  TUrs^ 
having  conftituted  themfelyes  into  a  National  AflembJy, 
in  the  Tennis-Court  at  Verfailles,  gave  the  creditors  of 
die  State  the  Safeguard  of  the  French  fr^blty. 

of 
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pf  September,  in  the  church  of  Notre^ 
Dame^  as  a  thankfgiving  for  the  finifliing. 
and  acceptance  of  this  Conftitution.  On  the 
fame  day  the  King,  wiftiing  to  give  a  new 
opportunity  to  public  rejoicing,  caufed  the 
Tuileries  and  the  Champs^ElifeeSj  to  be  il- 
luminated at  his  own  expence,  with  ftill 
gteater  magnificence  and  tafte  than  they^had 
been  the  preceding  Sunday,  His  Majefty, 
when  he  announced  this  intention  to  the 
Mayor  of  Paris,  fent  him  from  himfelf  and 
the  Queen,  50,000  livres,  to  be  diftributed 
among  the  poor  of  the  Capital.  The  King 
was  determined  not  to  confine  himfelf  to 
actions  of  which  the  fincerity  might  be  fuf- 
pecSled.  Religioutly  faithful  to  his  oath, 
he  as  fincerely  (tt  about  the  means  of  cauf- 
ing  the  Conftitutional  A<5t  to  be  executed, 
as  if  he  had  accepted  it  moft  freely.  His 
Majefly  made  known  his  fentiment  in  this 
refpedl  by  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  ad- 
dreffed  the  Conftituted  Authorites,  the  Na- 
tional Guard,  and  the  Citizens  of  every  clafs 
and  party,  with  invitations  and  counfels,  re- 
plete with  wifdom,  tending  to  infpire  dif- 
pofitions  moft  favourable  to  the  eftabli(h« 
ment  and  trial  of  the  new  fyftem, 

Al. 
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At  length  the  laft  Sitting  of  this  Aflembly  ^ 
whidi  had  now  exifted  two  jnetrs  and  fouar 
inontlK^  tipened  on  the  30th  of  September. 
The  Aflcmbly  being  informed  <m  the  even- 
ing before)^  that  the  Kiag  would  come  to 
dofe  the  Seffions,  thought  it  nfcceifary  to  re- 
gulate ifkially  the  cereiponial  to  be  obierved 
in  ^ture  by  the  Legiflative  Body,  in  regard 
t0  his  Majefly,  and  in  confequence  de.- 
creed  z — 

ift.  That  wlten  the  King  entered  the  HaH 
Bf  the  Legiflative  Body,  the  Aflembly 
flfeoidd  receive  him  Aanding,  and  that  they 
ihould  be  feated  and  covered,  when  the  King 
was  feated  and  covered, 

2^Iy,  That  the  King  ihould  have  a  chair 
wrought  with  JieurS'de4is^  placed,  in  the 
middle  of  the  raifcd  floor;  that  the  Miniflers 
fliauld  be  behind  him,  and  that  the  Pre- 
^dent  flx>uld  be  on  his  right,  and  keep  hi? 
ufual  chair* 

gdly.  That  no  peVfon  (hould  addrefs  the 
Kingt  .without  being-  authorifed  by  an  ex- 
^fefs.  Decree  of  the  Aflembly  previoufly 
pdfled. 

While  they  were  waiting  the  arrival  of 

his  Majefty,  the  Department  and  Munioi- 

*.  pality 
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pality  of  Paris,  came  to  congratulate  the  AC 
fcmbly  upon  the  happy  ^omdujion  t)f  their 
labours.  The  fate  which  ha;s  att^ided  tJie 
Conftitution  of  179I5  rwidcrs  the  predica- 
tions and  eulogiums  addredfed  to  its  auth<Ht 
hf  thfe  fpeakers  of  the  two  Deputations  veiy 
renr^rkable. 

•'  Genrteinen,"  faid  M.  BaiUy,  "  the 
City  of  Paris  comes  for  the  laft  time  to  oSet 
its  homage  to  the  firft  Rcprefentatives  of  a 
powerful  and  free  Nation.  You  have  been 
invefted  with  the  greateft  power  that  can  be 
beftowed  on  men.  You  have  ruled  the  def- 
tiny  of  air  the  French  ;  and  this  day  youf 
power  expires.  But  another  day,  and  you 
will  be  no  more.  You  will  be  regretted 
jdifintereftedly  ^  you  will  be  praifed  with- 
out flattery,  not  by  us  our  children,  your 
good  deeds  muft  praife  you.  How  mai^ 
memorable  days  do  you  leave  for  the  reflec* 
tion  of  men!  What  days  were  thofe  in 
which  you  conftituted  the  firil  Reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  French  Nation,  in  which  you 
fwore  before-hand  to  the  Conftitution,  while 
it  was  yet  in  the  wpmb  of  time,  and  in  yoiur 
genius  !  Legiflatorsof  France,  we  announce 
to  you  the  bleffings  of   pofterity,    which 

com- 
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commence  from  this  day.  You  will,  in 
the  ideas  of  men,  be  joined  and  mixed  with 
the  legiflators  of  Nations,  who  have  founded 
the  happinefs  of  their  country,  and  merited 
the  veneration  of  ages.  Our  regret  will  fol- 
low you  9S  well  45  our  admiration  and  our 
rcfped/' 

The  fpeaker  of  the  Department  {Pafloret) 
carried  the  hyperbole,  impofture  and  deli- 
rium ftill  farther.  **  Liberty/'  faid  he, 
**  had  fled  beyond  the  feas,  or  had  hidden 
herfclf  in  the  mountains.^  You  have  raifed 
her  Throne  again  among  us.  Dcfpotifm 
had  effaced  all  the  pages  of  the  book  of  Na- 
ture ;  you  have  reflored  to  it  that  immortal 
.  declaration — that  decalogue  of  Freemen  *. 
Protedlion  was  for  the  rich,  yet  the  taxes 
which  was  the  price  of  protection,  was  only 
paid  by  the  poor.  They  were  even  fome- 
times  doubled  upon  them,  as.  if  the  earth 
:had  produced  two  harvefts-f-.  You  have 
avenged  them  for  this  long  injuftice*  Equa- 
lity was  fo  altered,  that  even  the  defeftce  of 

*  This  fine  decalogue  contains  fcvcntccn  anicles. 

t  This  is  a  grofs  calumny.     Never  did  fuch  abufcs 
exill  in  France* 
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the  country  was  confidered  as  a  privilege ; 
now  every  citizen  has  become  a  foldier. 

**  You  have  rendered  the  Miniftry  of  the 
Altar  more  venerable,  after  it  had  becn~  de- 
graded, fometimes  by  the  indigence  of  the 
paftors,  and  fometimes  by  the  riches  of  the 
pontiffs.     Not  fatisfied  with  eftablilhing  the 
nobleft  Conftitution  in  the  world,  you  have 
given  yourfelves  up  to  fuch  labours  upon  the 
laws,  that  they  who  afpire  to  the  glory  of 
one  day  imitating  you,  have  perhaps  at  times 
faid,  in  the  jealous  tranfport  of  an  honour- 
able  ambition,    what     Alexander   faid    of 
Philip:  he  -will  leave  me  nothing  to  con^ 
quer. 

**  More  than  one  Nation  begin  to  aroufe 
from  flavery.  Every  where  will  be  felt  this 
great  truth,  revealed  by  philofophy,  that 
the  ftrength  of  Tyrants  confifts  entirely  in 
the  patience  of  the  People/* 

At  three  o'clock,  the  King,  accompanied 
by  the  Minifters,  entered  theAffembly.  The 
Hall  rang  with  clapping,  and  cries  oi  Vive 
le  Roi !  which  were  repeated  with  tranf- 
ports  at  every  fentence  of  his  Majefty*s 
fpeech,  which  was  as  follows  : 

'^  GE^- 
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**  Gentlemen, 
•*  After  finilhing  the  Conftitutioh,  you 
have  determined  that  this  day  fhall  end  your 
lahours.  Perhaps  it  might  h^ve  been  de- 
firable  that  this  Seffion  ftiould  have  conti-. 
nued  for  fome  time  longer,  that  you  might 
yourfelves  have  tried  your  work,  and  added 
to  your  labours^  thofe,  which  being  already 
prepared,  only  want  to  be  perfedSled,  and  all 
thofe,  the  ileceffity  of  which  might  have 
llruck  legillators  enlightened  by  an  expe- 
rience of  almoft  three  years  ;  but  you  have 
doubtlefs  thought  it  of  importance  to  make 
the 'interval  between  the  finiftiing  of  the 
Conftitution,  and  the  end  of  the  labours  of 
the  Conftituent  Body,  as  Ihort  as  poffiblc, 
in  order  to  mark  with  more  precifion  by  the 
contrail,  the  difference  there  is  between  the 
functions  of  the  Conftifuent  Body  and  the 
duties  of  Legiflaturcs, 

**'  Having  accepted  the  Conftitution, 
which  you  have  given  to  the  Kingdom,  I 
will  employ  all  the  ftrength  and  means  I 
have  received  from  it,  to  fecure  to  the  laws 
the  refpe(5t  and  obedience  which  are  due  to 
them.  I  have  made  known  to  the  Foreign 
Powers  my  acceptance  of  the  Conftitution } 

and 
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and  my  mind  is,  iind  ever  will  be,  bent  on 
the  meafures  which  n^ay  fccurc  abroad  the 
fefety  and  tranquillity  o£  the  Kingdom.  I 
Will  not  be  lefs  vigilant  and  firm  in  caufiog* 
the  Conftitution  to  be  executed  at  home,  and 
in  preventing  it  from  being  altered. 

**  For  you.  Gentlemen,  who  in  a  long 
and  painful  career,  have  fhewn  an  indefa-* 
tigable  zeal  in  your  labours,  there  ftill  re- 
mains a  duty  to  fulfill,  when  you  are  dif-. 
perfed  over.the  furface  of  this  Empire  1  that 
is,  to  teach  your  fellow  citizens  the  true  fpi- 
rit  of.  the  laws  which  you  have  made  for 
them;  to  fet  thofe  right  who  ntifconccive 
them  i  to  purify  and  unite  all  opinions,  by 
the  example  you  will  fet  of  the  love  of  or* 
der,  and  fubmiflion  to  the  laws.  Gentle- 
men, when  you  are  returned  to  your  refpec^ 
tive  homes,  1  depend  upon  your  being  the 
interpreters  of  my  fentiments  to  your  fel^ 
low  citizens.  Tell  them  all,  tliat  the  King 
will  ever  be  their  firfl:  and  moft  faithfitf 
friend;  that  he  requires  their  love;  and 
that  he  cannot  be  happy  but  with  them  and 
for  them.  The  hope  of  contributing  to  their 
happinefs  will  fuftain  my  courage,  as  the 
-iatisfadion  of  fucceeding  in  it  will  be  my 
fwceteft  recompence.** 

2        ^  After 
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After  the  acclamations  and  repeated  clap<- 
ping,  which  followed  the  King*s  fpeech,  the 
Preiident  made  the  following  anfwer  to  hie 
Majefty : 

''  Sire, 

•*  The  National  Aflembly  having  attained 
the  period  of  fheir  career,  enjoy  at  this  mo- 
ment the  firfl  fruits  of  their  labours. 

**  Convinced  that  the  Government  moft 
congenial  to  France  is  that  whiclj  reconciles 
^the  refpc(5tablq  prerogative  of  the  Throne 
with  the  unalienable  rights  of  the  People^ 
they  have  given  the  State  a  Conftitution, 
which  equally  fecures  Royalty  and  the  Na- 
tional Liberty. 

**  The  fate  of  France  depends  upon  the 
fpeedy  confirmation  of  that  Conftitution  ; 
and  all  the  means  that  can  enfure  its  fuccefs^ 
confpire  to  accelerate  it. 

**  Soon,  Sire,  (hall  the  civic  wiQi  which  your 
Majefty  has  juftexpreffed,  be  accomplifhcd  ; 
foon  returned  to  our  homes,  (hall  we  give 
examples  of  obedience  to  the  laws,  after 
having  made  them,  and  teach  that  there  can 
be  no  liberty,  but  in  refpeding  the  Confti- 
tuted  Authorities. 

**  Our  fucceflbrs,  charged  with  the  awful 

depofit 
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depofit  of  the  fafety^of  the  Empire,  will 
neither  mifconceive  the  obje<5t  of  their  high 
miffion,  nor  its  Conftitutional  limits ;  nor 
the  means  of  performing  it  well.  They 
are  and  they  will  always  (hew  themfelves 
worthy  of  the  confidence  which  has  placed 
the  fate  of  the  Nation  in  their  hands. 

^*  And  you,  Sire,  have  already  done 
nearly  every  thing.  Your  Majefty  has  put 
an  end  to  the  Revolution,  by  fo  fincere  and 
frank  an  acceptance  of  the  Conftitution* — 
You  have  difcouraged  our  enemies  abroad  ; 
reftored  confidence  at  home ;  re-eftablilhed 
the'  mafter-fpring  of  Government,  and  pre- 
pared  a  ufeful  vigour  for  the  Adminiftraf 
tion. 

♦*  Your  heart.  Sire,  has  already  received 
die  reward  of  it ;  it  has  enjoyed  the  affed:- 
ing  fight  of  the  public  joy,  and  the  ardent 
teftimonies  of  the  gratitude  and  love  of  the 
French.  Thefe  fentiments,  neceflary  to  the 
happinefs  of  good  Kings,  are  due  to  you. 
Sire !  They  will  ever  be  yours ;  and  their 
energy  will  increafe,  in  proportion  as  the 
Nation  fhall  enjoy  the  conftant  efforts  of 
,your  Majefty,  to  fecure  the  common  happi- 
nefs, by  the  maintenance  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion.** 
Vol..  IV.  B  b  Frelh 
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Frefh  clapping,  ftill  inixed  wirii  tries  of 
Vive  le  Rot  f  attended  his  Majefly ,  when 
he  left  the  Aflembly. 

Target  then  read  the  minute  of  this  Sit- 
ting. As  foon  as  the  reading  was  over,  the 
Preiident  rofe,  and  pronounced  thefe  words 
in  the  moft  folenin  tone  i\  ^*  The  Conftitucnt 
*^  National  Aflfembly  declare^  that  their  tnif- 
**  fion  is  finiflied,  and  that  they  terminate 
**  their  Sittings  at  this  moment/* 

At  leaving,  the  Hall,  fome  hundreds  of 
women,  children,  and  the  patriots  of  the 
Galleries,  furrounded  Petion  and  Rob^f- 
j>ierre,  and  overwhelmed  them  with  cardies 
and  homage.  Civic  Crowns  were:  placed 
upon  their  head;  the  populace  unharncffcd 
their  horfes,  and  wanted  to  draw  their  carri- 
ages, but  they  had  the  modefly  to  refufe 
this  excefs  of  honour.  During  this  fcene, 
fome  of  the  principal  members  of  the  Con- 
ftitutional  Party,  formerly  objed:s  of  this 
popular  idolatry,  were  hifled,  hooted,  and 
infulted  by  the  multitude. 

Thus  terminated  this  guilty  Affembly, 
whofe  vanity,  ambition,  cupidity,  ingrati- 
tude, ignorance,  and  audacity,  have  over- 
turned the  moft  ancient  and  nobleft  Monar- 
chy of  Europe,  and  rendered  France  the 
3  Theatre 
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Theatre  of  every  crime,  of  every  calamity, 
and  of  the  moft  horrible  cataftrophes.  Can 
thefe  treacherous  Reprefentatives  ever  juftify 
themfelves  in  the  eyes  of  the  Nation,  for 
having  fo  unworthily  abufed  their  confidence 
and  their  powers  ? 

The   fubfequent  events  of   the   reign  of 
Louis  XVL  took  place  after  my  nomination 
to  the  Miniftry,   and  are  related  very  cir-y 
cumftantially   in  the  Private  Memoirs 
.which  I  have  already  publifhcd. 


THE    END. 
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[    N<>  1.    ] 

JHcit  fait,  k  16  Juillet  nS9,  a  VAssembUc 
Nationak,  par  M.  Mounier,  membre 
de  la  deputation  qu'elk  avoit  envoyie  h 
Paris  k  jour  pricident. 

JVJL  E  s  s  I E  IT  K  s,  les  commissaires  nommes  par 
rAssemblee  Nationale,  pour  contribuer  an  reta* 
blissement  du  calme  dans  la  ville  de  Paris,  sont 
partis  hier  de  Versailles,  k  trois  heures  apres  midi. 
Dans  le  lieu  meme  de  leur  depart,  les  acclama- 
tions, les  applaudissemens  commencerent,  et  d^s 
ce  moment  ils  ne  cess^retit  plus. 

Pendant  toute  la  route,  le  peuple  se  rendoit  en 
foule  sur  leur  passage,  les  combloit  de  benedic- 
tions, et  se.livroit  k  tons  les  transports  de  la  plus 
vive  allegresse.  Les  militaires  partageoient  les 
mdmes  sentimens.  Officiers  et  soldatg,  etrangers 
ct  fran9ois,  tons  paroissoient  aniihes  du  m6me 
esprit.  Tons  les  regards  exprimoient  Tattendris- 
sement,  toutes  les  bouthes,  le  patriotisme  et  Thu- 
manite.    Nous  marchions  au  milieu  d'lme  foule 
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immense,  mais  nous  ne  pouvions  y  avoir  que  des 
amis  et  des  fibres. 

Entr6s  dans  Paris,  une  brigjlde  de  marechaus- 
see,  des  gardes  de  la  prevote  et  un  trompette 
qui  nous  avoient  joints  sur  la  route,  marchoient 
devant  nous,  et  annon^oient  Tarrivee  des  deputes, 
Des  bourgeois  armes,  m^les  avec  des  soldat«,  nous 
environnoient  pour  former  notre  cortege. 

Arrives  a  la  place  Louis  XV,  nous  descendons 
de  nos  voitures.  Une  garde  nombreuse  nous 
escorte :  un  peuple  innombrable  s'ofire  de  tous 
cotes  a  nos  regards*  Les  bourgeois  et  les  soldats 
armes,  sont  ranges  en  hale  sur  notre  passage. 
Les  spectateurs  tachent  de  donner  essor  au  sen* 
timent  qui  les  oppresse,  par  tous  les  signes  de  la 
plus  vive  affection,  C'est  pour  eux  une  vive  jouis- 
sance  que  de  serrer  les  mains  d*un  des  membres 
de  TAssemblee  Nationale.  L'air  est  incessam^ 
ment  frappe  des  applaudissemens,  des  cris  de 
joie,  auxquels  se  joint  le  bruit  des  tambours  et 
des  instrumens  de  musique.  Les  citoyens  se  fe- 
licitent,  s'embrasscnt  reciproquement.  Tous  les 
yeux  sont  mouilles  de  larmes ;  par  tout  se  montre 
rivresse  du  sentiment.  De  toutes  parts  oii  s*ecrie, 
vive  le  Boi,  vive  la  Nation^  vive  les  Dip^tkt  I 

Jamais  f&te  publique  ne  fut  aussi  belle,  aussi 
touchante ;  jamais  on  ne  vit  des  milliers  de  cito- 
yens se  presser  ainsi  sur  les  pas  de  leurs  repre- 
sentans,  pour  contemplef  dans  cette  marche  au- 
guste  et  solennelle,  Timage  de  la  libertc.    L'his- 
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ttnte  n*bffte  point  de  pareil  exemple,  Thistoire 
ne  parviendra  jamais  k  retracer  ce  que  nous  avcms 
vu>  et  suNtout  ce  que  nous  avons  senti. 

Arrives  a  THotel-de-Ville,  quel  beau  spectacle 
$e  preseilte !  La  place  est  couverte  d'une  foule 
prodigieuse  de  citoyens  arm6s  et  non  armes.  ^Les 
m^mes  acclamations  que  nous  avions  entendues 
sur  notre4)assage,  sont  sans  cessfe  repet^es.  En- 
tres  dans  la  salle  principale,  la  foule  est  si  nom- 
breuse,  elle  est  si  transportee  de  joie,  que  le  si- 
lence s'obtient  avec  peine^  Enfin,  M.  le  mwquis 
de  la  Fayette  annonce  que  le  Roi  est  vei^u  au  mi- 
lieu de  TAssemblee  Nationale>  sans  pompe,  sans 
appareil.  II  leur  fait  lecture  du  discours  que  le 
Roi  a  prononce ;  il  leur  rappelle  les  temoignages 
d'amour  et  de  sensibilite  donnes  ai>  monarque  par 
les  representans  de  la  Nation,  et  ce  beau  moment 
ou  Sa  Majeste  est  retoumee  k  pied  au  chateau, 
^  au  milieu  de  TAssemblee  Nationale  et  des  ha- 
bitans  de  Versailles,  garde  par  leur  amour  et  leur 
inviolabk  fidelite. 

On  repond  par  de  nombreux  applaudissefnens 
et  des  cris  de  vive  le  Roi!  Ensuite,  M.  le  comte 
de  Lally-Tollendal  prend  la  parole.  Apres  avoir 
donne  au  patriotisme,  a  la  fermet6  des  Parisiens, 
un  juste  tribut  d'eloges  -,  apr^s  avoir  exprinje  la 
douleur  qu*avoient  eprouve  les  representans  de  la 
.Nation,  en  apprenant  les  malheurs  de  la  Capitale ; 
apr^s  avoir  decrit  les  scenes  touchantes  de  Ver- 
satUeSy  il  parle  de  la  liberte  et  de  la  patrie  ^  il  parle 
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du  Roi,  de  ses  vcrtus,  des  devoirs  des  Francois, 
avec  un  ton  si  noble,  si  propre  a  emouvoir,  avec 
une  Eloquence  si  persuasive,  que  la  foule  <teB  ait- 
diteurs  est  entrain^e,  que  Tivressc  est  au  cbmble. 
L'amour  de  la  patrie,  Taraour  du  Roi  exaltent 
toutes  Jes  ames.  L'orateur  est  presse  dans  le$ 
bras  de  ceux  qui  Tentourent :  une  couronne  de 
fleurs  lai  est  ofFerte  5  sa  modestie  la  repousse ;  il 
■en  fait  hommage  k  TAssemblee  Nationals.  Mal> 
gre  ses  efforts,  elle  est  placee  sur  sa  tete.  On 
veut  ensuite  le  presenter  au  peuple  assemble  sur 
ia  place.  II  resiste  en  vain;  il  est  porte  vers  une 
fenetre,  d*ou  il  re^oit  les  applaudissemens  dm 
peuple. 

Apres  le  discours  de  M,  de  Lally-Tollendal, 
Mgr.  TArchev^que  de  Paris  a  fait  ide  nouvelles 
exhortations  pour  le  retablissement  de  la  paix,  et 
propose  de  se  rendre  a  Teglise  de  Notre-Dame 
pour  offrir  a  Dieu  des  actions  de  graces . 

Le  president  de  Tassemblee  des  felecteurs  a 
prononce  un  discours  qui  respiroit  le  zele  et  le 
patriotisme.  II  a  exhorte  le  peuple  a  oublier  tout 
^cssentiment,  et  il  en  a  re9U  la  promesse. 

M.  le  due  de  Liancour  a  annonce  .que  Sa 
Majeste  autorisoit  le  retablissement  de  la  milice 
bourgeoise. 

M.  le  comte  de  Clermont-Tonnerre  a  parle  en- 
suite avec  beaucoup  de  succ^s ;  il  a  etc  fi>rt  ap* 
plaudi. 
-    On  a  declare  i  M.  le  marquis  de  la'  Fayette 
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qu'il  etoit  nomme^  Commandant  general  de  la 
milice  Parisienne. 

Le  grand  nombre  de  citoyens  qui  remplissoient 
la  salle  de  THotel-dc-Ville,  conjuroit  les  com* 
missaires,  par  les  plus  vives,  les  plus  pressantcs 
instances^  de  demander  le  retour  de  M.  Necker. 
lis  ont  exprime  le  voeu  de  voir  coniier  k  M.  Bailly 
la  place  de  Maire  de  la  Ville.  Cet  excellent  ci- 
toyen,  ainsi  que  Mgr.  TArchev^que  de  Paris, 
ont  re^u  des  temoignages  bien  flatteurs  et  biea 
m^rites  de  I'affection  et  de  Testime  des  Parisiens. 

Lescommissaires  de  TAssemblee  Nationale  se 
sont  mis  ensuite  en  marche  pour  Tfeglise  de 
Notre-Dame  dans  le  m6me  ordre.  On  a  chante 
le  Te  Deuniy  et  on  a  fait  prater  serment  a  M.  do 
la  Fayette  de  rfemplir  fidelement  les  fonctions  de 
general.  Le  serment  a  ete  prfite  au  bruit  du 
canon,  des  tambours  et  d'une  musique  militaire. 

Apr^s  le  Te  Deum^  les  commissaires  se  sont 
rendus  chez  Mgr.  TArchev^que.  A  mesure  qu'ils 
sortoient  de  TArchev^che,  ils  etoient  conduits  par . 
une  garde  bourgeoise  au  lieu  de  leur  depart,^  jet 
tecevoient  sur  leurpas?age  leshonneurs  militaires, 
au  milieu  des  acclamations  des  citoyens. 

Je  dois  ajouter  que,  dans  toutes  les  rues  de  Pa- 
ris comme  dans  la.  salle  de  rH6tel-de-Ville,  on 
demandoit  k  grands  cris  Teloignement  des  nou- 
veaux  ministres,  et  le  retour  de,  M.  Necker.  Les 
habitans  de  P?iris  envioient  le  bonheur  dont  avoit 
jjoui  FAss^mblee  Nationale,  et  temoignoient  le 
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desir  de  voir  leur  monarque  au  milieu  d'eux, 
comme  nous  Tavions  eu  au  milieu  de  nous. 

Ainsi  Paris  va  jouir  des  douceurs  de  la  paix. 
La  milice  bourgeoise  previendra  tous  les  desor- 
dres :  elle  sera  commandee  par  un  heros  dont  le 
nom  est  cher  a  la  liberte  dans  les  deux  mondes, 
mais  par  un  heros  fran9ois  qui  sait  tout  a  la  fois 
aimer  son  prince  et  abhorrer  Tesclavage. 

Nous  devons  des  regrets  sans  doute  i  tous  les 
maux  que  la  C^pitale  a  soufFerts.  Puisse-t-elle  ne 
jamais- revoir  les  terribles  momens  ou  la  loi  n^a 
plus  d'empire  5  mais  puisse-t-elle  ne  plus  eprou- 
ver  le  joug  du  despotisme !  Elle  est  digne  de  la 
liberte;  elle  ja  nierite  par  soi^  courage  et  son 
cnergie. 

A  qui  peut-on  reprocher  le  sang  r6p^iidu? 
N'est-ce  pas  aux  perfides  conseillers  qui  ont  pu 
surprendre  la  religion  du  Roi,  jusqu*au  point  de 
feire  interdire  par  des  soldats,  aux  repr6sentails 
de  la  Nation  I'entree  du  lieu  ordinaire  de  leurs 
s6ances,  de  transformer  TAssemblee  Nationale  en 
un  lit  de  justice;  de  rassembler  ensuite  k  grands 
firais  une  armee,  dans  un  moment  oii  les  finances 
sont  daps  1^  plus  grand  desordre,  ou  Ton  eprouve 
une  affreuse  disette ;  de  porter  cette  armee  h 
Paris,  h  Versailles  et  dans  les  environs,  d'alarmer 
ainsi  le  peuple  sur  la  sArete  personnelle  de .  s^s 
representans  J  de  placer  Tappareil  de  la  guerre 
aupr^s  du  sanctuaire  de  la  liberte  et  cTeloigner 
des  ministres  vertueux  qui  joub^icnt  dc  la  con- 
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£ance  publique  ;  d'intercepter  le  passage  sur  les 
routes  de  Paris  k  Versailles,  et  de  traiter  les 
sujets  du  Roi  comme  les  ennemis  de  T^tat. 

Sans  doute,  il  n'est  aucun  de  nous  qui  n'eut 
disire  de  prevenir^  par  tous  les  moyens  possibles 
ks  troubles  de  Paris;  mais  les  ennemis  de  la 
Nation  n'ont  pas  craint  de  les  hire  naltre.  Ces 
troubles  vont  cesser;  la  constitution  seraetabliej 
elle  nous  consolera,  elle  consolera  les  P^siens 
de  tous  les  malheurs  precedens ;  et  parmi  les  actes 
du  desespoir  du  peuple,  en  pleurant  sur  la  mort 
de  plusieurs  citoyens,  il  sera  peut-6tre  difficile 
de  resister  k  un  sentiment  de  satisfaction,  en 
voyant  la  destruction  de  la  Bastille,  ou,  sur  les 
ruines  de  cette  horrible  prison  du  despotisme, 
s'el^vera  bientdt,  suivant  le  voeu  des  citoyens  de 
Paris  le  statue  d'un  bon  Roi,  restorateur  de  la 
liberte  et  du  bonheur  de  h  France, 


[    N^  2.    ] 

Lettre  du  President  de  VAssembUe  Natimalc  h 
Mr.  Necker. 

A  VcTOill^s,  le  16  Jttillet  17  S9^ 

L'Assemblee  Nationale,  Monsieur,  avoit  deji 
consigne  dans  un  acte  solennel,  que  vous  em- 
portiez  son  estime  et  ses  regrets  ;  cet  honorable 
temoigijage  vous  a  ete  adresse  de  sa  part  et  vous 
devez  Tavoir  re^u. 

A  4 
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,  Ce  matin  elle  avoit  arrete  que  le  Rot  seroit 
supplie  de  vous  rappelkr  au  minist^re*  C'^oit 
tout-a-la-fois  son  voeu  qu'elle  exprimdit  et  celui 
de  la  capitale  qui  vous  reclamoit  k  grands  cris. 
Le  Roi  a  daigne  prevenir  notre  demande^  votre 
rappel  nous  a  ete  anixinc^  dc  sa  part,  Ja  recon- 
noissapce  nous  a  aussitdt  conduits  ver^  Sa  Ma*^ 
jeste,  et  elle  nous  a  donne  une  nouvellc  mdrque 
de  confiance  en  nous  remettant  la  lettre  qu'elfo 
vous  avoit  ecrit^  et  en  nous  chargeant  de  vous- 
Vadresser. 

L'ASserablee  Nationale,  Monsieur, vous  presse 
de  vous  rendre  au  desir  de  Sa  M^este,  vos  ta- 
lejis  et  vos  vertus  ne  pouyoient  recevoir  fli  une 
recompense  phis  glorieuse,  ni  un  plus  puissant  en- 
couragement. 

Vous  justifierez  hotre  confiance,  vous  ne  pre- 
fererez  pas  votre  propre  tranquillite  k  la  taranqiiil- 
lite  publique.  ' 

Vous  ne  vous  refuserez  pas  aux  intentions  bien* 
faisantesdeSa  Majeste  pour  ses  peuples,  tousles 
momens  sont  precieux.  LaNation,  son  Roi  et  ses 
represehtans  vous  attendent.  ' 

StgnSsy  Jean-George,  Archevequede  Vienne, 

prhident,  le    comte   de   Lally-Tollendal, 
Mov ^izviy  Secretaires. 
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[    N^  2.    ]    {bis.)  . 
Letti^e  du  Roi,  h  Mr.  Necktr. 

Versailles,  16  Juillet  17.89, 
Jc  vous  avois  ecrit.  Monsieur,  que  d^s  ua 
terns  plus  calme  je  vous  donnerois  des  preuve^ 
de  mes  sentimens ;  mais  cependant  le  dedr  que 
lesfetafe-Gcneraux,  et  la  ville  de  Paris  temoignent^ 
xn*engage  k  h^ter  le  moment  de  votre  retour.  Je 
vous  invite  done  a  revenir  le  plutdt  possible  re- 
prendre  aupreside  moi  votre  place.  Vous  m*ave2 
parle  en  me  quittant  de  votre  attachement ;  la 
preuve  que  j'en  demande  est  la  plus  grande  que 
vous  puissiez  me  donner  dans  cette  circonstance, 

Signi  LOUIS. 

[    N^  3.    ] 
Riponse  de  Mi\  Necker  an  Roi. 
Sire, 

Je  touchois  au  port  que  tant  d'agitations  me 
f^soient  d6^rer,  lorsqtie  jai  re9U  la  lettre  dont 
Votre  Majeste  m*a  honore.  Je  vais  retoumer 
aupr^s  d^elle  pour  recp v<35r  ses  ordres,  et  juger 
de  plus  prefs,  si  en  effet  mon  zele  infatigabk  et 
91011  d6vouement  sans  reserve,  peyvent  encore 
•eivir  a  Votre  Majeste.    Je  crois  qu'elle  me  de- 
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sirct  puisqu'elle  daigne  m'en  assurer,  et  que  sa 
bonne  fol  m'est  connue.  Mais  je  la  supplie  aussi 
de  croire  sur  ma  parole  que  tout  ce  qui  seduit  la 
plupart  des  hommes  eleves  aux  grandes  places, 
n'a  plus  de  charme  pour  moi,  et  que  sans  im 
sentiment  de  vertu  digne  de  Testime  du  Roi, 
c'est  dans  la  retraite  seule  que  j*aurois  nouni 
Tamour  et  TinterAt  dont  je  ne  cesserai  d'etre  pc- 
netre  pour  la  gloire  et  le  bonheur  de  Sa  Majeste, 

Je  sttis  avec  le  plus  profond  respect,  &e.  &c. 

Signe  Necker, 

[    N^.  3.    3    {bis.) 

Rcponse  de  Mr.  Nechr  a  rAssemblie. 

Messieurs, 

Sensiblement  emu  par  de  longues  agitations  et 
considerant  deja  de  pres  le  moment  ou  il  est 
terns  de  songer  k  la  retraite  du  monde  et  des  af> 
faires,  je  me  preparois  k  ne  plus  suivre  que  de 
ihes  v<£ux  ardens  le  destin  de  la  France  et  le 
1x>nheur  d'une  Nation  k  laquelle  je  suia  attache 
par  taut  de  liens,  lorsque  j*ai  re^u  la  lettre  dont 
vous  m*ave2  h(mor6.  II  est  hors  de  mon  pou^ 
voir,  il  est  au-dessus  de  mes  foibles  moyens  de 
inepondre  dignement  k  cette  marque  si  precieuse 
de  votre  estime  et  de  votre  bienveillance;  maia^ 
je  dois  au  moins,  Messiews^  yous  .aUer  porter. 
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rhommage  de  ma  respectueuse  reconnoissance, 
mon  devouement  ne  vous  est  pas  necessairc) 
mais  il  importe  k  mon  bonheur  de  prouver  ail 
Roi  et  a  la  Nation  Fran^oise  que  rien  ne  pcul 
raleptir  un  zele  qui  fait  depuis  long-terns  rinterdl 
de  ma  vie. 

Jc  suis,  &c. 

SignS  ^ECKKVi. 


[    N^    4.    ] 

Jt^ponse  du  Due  de  Lianeour  Prisident  it 
VAssemhUe  au  diseours  de  Mr.  Necher. 

SiANCE    DU    29   JUILLET    1790, 

"  Monsieur,  vous  aviez  en  vous  eloignant 
des  affaires^  emporte  Testime  et  les  regrets  dc 
VAssemblec  Nationale,  elle  I'a  consign6  dans 
ses  arretes;  et  ^n  exprimant  ainsi  les  sentimens 
dont  elle  etoit  penetree,  eUe  n'a  ete  que  Tinter* 
pr^te  de  la  Nation.  ** 

"  te  moment  de  votre  retraitc  a^te  cehiid'utt 
deuil  general  dans  le  Royaume.  " 

**  Le  Roi,  dont  le  coeur  gen6reux  et  bon 
vous  est  coijnu  plus  qu'i  qui  que  ce  soit,  est 
venu  dans  cette  Assemblee  s*unir  k  ndus$  il  a 
daigi)e  nous  d^mander  nos  conseils  s  nos  con$eiis 
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devoicnt  etre  ceux  de  la  Nation ;  ils  etoient  de 
rapfpeller  a  lui  le  ministre  qui  Tavoit  servi  avec 
'  ta,nt  de  devouement^de  fidelite  et  de  patriotisme  j 
mais  deja  le  coeur  du  Roi  avoit  pris  de  lui  meme 
ce  conseil  salutaire  ,  et  quand  nous  pensions  a  lui 
cxprimer  nos  voeux,  il  nous  remettoit  lalettre 
qui  vous  invitoit  a  reprendre  vos  travaux ,  il 
desiroit  que  TAssemblee  Nationale  y  joignJt  ses 
instances,  et  il  vouloit,  pour  gage  de  son  amour, 
se  confondre  encore  avec  la  Nation  pour  rendre 
a  la  France  celui  qui  en  causoit  les  regrets  et  qui 
en  faisoit  Tesperance.  Vous  vous  etiez  en  partant 
derobe  aux  hommages  du  peuplej  vous  aviez 
employe,  pour  eviter  Texpression  de  son  estime, 
les  memes  soins  qu'un  autre  eut  pris  pour  fuir  les 
(dangers  de  son  mecontentement  et  de  sa  haine. 
Vous  touchiez  au  moment  ou,  apres  une  longue 
et  penible  agitation,  vous  alliez  trouver  le  calme 
€t  le  repos,  vous  avez  connu  les  troubles  qui  agi- 
toientceroyaume,vousavez  connu  les  voeux  ardens 
duRoi  etde  la  Nation  ;  et  sans  vous  aveugler  snf 
rincertitude  des  succes  dans  la  carriere  qui,  de 
nouveau,  s'ouvroit  a  vous,  vous  n^avez  pense  qu'4 
nos  malheurs ;  vous  vous  6tes  rappelle  ce  que  vous 
deviez  ^  la  France  pour  Tattachement  et  la  con- 
fiance  qu'elle  vous  donne ;  vous  n*avez  plus  pense 
a  votre  repos ;  et  d'aprds  vos  proprcs  expressions, 
vous  avez,  sans  hesiter,  prefcri  le  piril  aux  Ye^ 
motds.  " 
*^  Uempressement  des  peuples  qui  se  port^enl 


«i  foiife  siir  votnj  route,  la  joie  pure  et  sinofenc 
qu*a  re9U  le  Roi  de  votre  retour,  les  mouvcmens 
que  fait  naitre  vatre  presence  daiis  cette  salle  ou 
yotre  eloge  etoit,  il  y  a  quelques  jours,  prononce 
aivec  tant  ^i'eloquence,  et  entendu  avec  tant  d*e- 
motion,  tout  yous  est  garaht  d^  senitimens  de  la 
France  enti^re.  „         : 

.  *•  La  premiere  Nation  du  monde  voit  en  vous 
cclui  qui,  ayant  particulierement  contribue  a  k 
reunion  de  ses  representans,  a  le  plus  efficace- 
ment  prepare  son  salut  et  pent  seul  dans  ces  mo* 
mens  d'embarras,  faire  disparoitre  les  obstacles 
qui  s'opposeroient  encore  a  sa  reg6neration.  Quel 
homme  avoit  droit  de  pretendre  a  une  si  haute 
idestinee  ?  Et  quel  titre  phis  puissant  pouvoit  as- 
surer la  France  de  votre  devouement  le  plus  ab* 
solu?  " 

"  Peut-ll  done  Atre  ofFert  k  la  Nation  im  presage 
plus  certain  de  bonheur,  que  la  reunion  des  vo- 
lorites  d\in  Roi  prfet  a  tout  sacrifier  pour  Tavan- 
tage  de  son  peuple,  d'une  Assemblee  Nationale 
qui  fait  a  la  felicite  publique,  le  sacrifice  des  inte- 
rSts  prives  de  tous  les  membres  qui  la  composertt 
-et  d'im  ministxe  eclaire,  qui,  aux  sentimens  d'hon- 
neur  qui  hi|  rendent  le  bien  hecessaire,  joint  en- 
core la  oroonstance  particiilifere  d'une  position 
^ui  le  lui  rerid  indispensable  ? 

•*  Et  quelle  epoque  plus  heureuse.  Monsieur, 
pour  etablir  la  responsabilite  des  ministres,  cettc 
prccieuse  sauve-garde  de  la  liberie,  ce  rempart 


iJationale,c'est  dans  les  votres  que  repose  Ic  saluf 
de  rttat ;  car  en  cc  moment  2  ne  rcste  pi^esquc 
plus  iucune  action  aii  gouv«menant-  Vous  done. 
Messieurs,  qui  pouvez  tant,  ct  par  la  grandeur 
et  par  I'importance  de  la  Ville  dont  vous  6tes  les 
notables  citoyens,  et  par  llnflumice  de  votre  exem- 
ple  dans  tout  le  Royaume,  jc  viens  yc^s  conjurer 
de  donner  tous  vos  soins  A  Vetablissemcnt  de  Tor- 
dre  le  plus  parfait  et  le  plus  durable.  Rien  bc 
pent  fleurir,  rien  ne  pent  prosperer  sans  cet  ordre ; 
et  ce  que  vous  avez  d€]k  fait.  Messieurs,  en  si 
peu  de  tems,  aimonce  et  devient  un  garant  de  ce 
que  vous  saurez  achever;  mais,  jusqu*^  ce  der- 
nier terme,  la  confiance  sera,  incertaine^  et  une  in^ 
quietude  generale  troublera  le  bonheur  public^ 
eloignera  de  Paris  un  grand  nombre  de  riches 
consommateurs  et  dctoumera  les  etrangers  de 
veniry  verser  leurs  richesses.  Enfin  Paiis^  cette 
cite,  Paris  cette  premise  ville  de  TEurope,  ne 
Tcprendra  son  lustre  et  sa  prosperitequ'^Tepoqiit 
od  Ton  y  verra  regner  cette  paix  et  cette  subor- 
dination qui  calment  les  esprits  et  qui  donnent  i 
tous  les  hommes  Tassurance  de  vivre  tianquilles 
etsans  defiance  sous  Tempire  des  lois  et  deleur 
i:onscience.  ** 

"  Vous  jugerezj  Messsieurs,  dans  votre  sa- 
gesse,  s'il  n'est  pas  tems  bientdt  de  faire  cesser 
ces  persecutions  multipliees,  auxquelles  on  est 
soumis  avant  d'arriver  a  Paris,  et  que  Ton  com- 
mence a  eprouver  a  une  tr6s-grand^  distance  de 

la 
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la  Capitale.  II  est  juste  de  s'en  raj^rjUsr  a  cet 
^gard  k  votre  prudence  et  a  vos  lumi^res ;  mab 
les  ^^s  de  la  prosperite  publique  doivent  desirer 
que  le$  abords  d$  Paris  rappellcnt  bientot  ^u 
commerce  et  k  tous  les  voyageurs,  que  cette  ville 
est,  comme  autrefois,  le  sejour  de  k  paix  et  qu'on 
peut  de  tous  les  bouts  du  iponde  y  veair  jouir 
avec  con6anqe  et  liberte  du  genie  industriel  de  sea 
habitans,  et  du  spectacle  de  tous,les  monumens 
que  cette  ville  renferme  dans  son  sein,  et  que  de 
nouveaux  talens  augmentent  chaque  jour.  " 

*^  Mais,  Messieurs,  c'est  au  nom  du  plus  grand 
inter^t  que  je  dois  vous  entretenir  un  instant  d'uu 
sentiment  qui  remplit  moncoeur  et  qui  Foppresse. 
Au  nom  de  Dieu,  Messieurs,  plus  de  jugemen? 
de  proscription,  plus  de  scenes  sanglantes !  Gene- 
reux  Fn^n9ais,  qui  etes  sur  le  point  de  reunir  4 
tous  les  ay^tages  dont  vous  jouissez  depuis  long- 
terns,  le  bien  inestimable  d'mie  libeite  sage,  ne 
permettez  pas  que  de  si  grands  bienfaits  puissent 
fetre  mfiles  a  la  possibilite  d'un  reproch^.  Ah 
que  votre  bonheur,  pour  devenir  (encore  plus 
grand,  soit  pur  et  sans  tache !  S\ir-tout  conservez, 
respectez  m6me  dans  vos  momens  de  crise  et  de 
calamite,  ce  oaractere  de  bonte,  de  justice  et  de 
douceur  qui  distingue  la  Nation  fran9aise,  et 
fetttes  arriver  le  pliitot  possible  le  jour  de  Tindul- 
gence  et  de  I'oubli.  '* 

^^  Croyez,  Messieurs,  en  ne  consultant  que 
votre  coBur,  que  la  bonte  est  la  premiere  de  tou-^ 
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tes  les  vertus.  Helts  nous  ne  connoissons  qu'im^ 
parfiatitement  cette  actiou^  cette  force  invisible 
qui  dirige  et  determine  les  actions  des  hommesi 
Dieu  seul  pent  lire  au  fond  des  coeurs  et  jugei' 
avec  sArete,  juger  en  im  mot  de  ce  qu*ils  meritent 
de  peine  ou  de  recompense.  Mais  les  homme^ 
ne  peuvent  rendre  un  jugement,  les  hommes^uf- 
tout  ne  -peuvent  ordonner  la  mort  de  celui  k  qui 
le  ciel  a  donne  la  vie^  sans  Texamen  le  plus  at* 
tentif  et  le  plus  regulier.  " 

**  Je  vous  presente  cette  observation,  cette  de-* 
wande,  cette  requete,  au  nom  de  tous  les  motifs 
capables  d^agir  sur  les  esprits  et  sur  les  ames;  et 
jVspdre  de  votre  bonte  que  vous  me  permettre^ 
d'appliquef  ces  reflexions  generales,  ou  plutdt 
Fexpression  de  ces  sentimens  si  vifs  et  si  pro-^ 
'  fonds,  k  une  circonstance  particuli^re  et  du  mo-^ 
ment.  Je  dois  le  faire  d'autant  plus  que,  si  vous 
aviez  une  autre  opinion  que  la  mienne,  j*aurois  a 
m*excuser  d*un  tort  aupr^s  de  vous,  dont  je  doi^ 
vous  rendre  compte.  " 

'*  Mardi,  jour  de  mon  arrivee  a  Paris,  j^appris 
i  Nogent  que  M.  le  baron  de  Bezenval  avoit  etc 
arr^te  a  Villenaux,  et  cette  nouvelle  me  fut  con- 
firm6e  par  un  gentilhomme,  seigneur  du  lieu,  qui; 
sans  connoitre  particuli^rement  M.  de  Bezenval; 
mais  anime  par  un  sentiment  de  bonte  fit  arrfeter 
ma  [voiture  pour  me  temoigner  son  inquietude^ 
et  me  demander  si  je  ne  pourrois  pas  ^c  en  se- 


tmxti  k  M«  le  bdron  de  Bezenval  qui  itoit  portl 
|K>ur  la  Suisse  avec  la  permission  du  Roi*  '*  s 
-  **  J'avois  appris  la  veille  les  malheureux  eve- 
nemeni  de  Paris  et  le  sort  infortime  de  deux 
magistrats  accuses  et  executes  rapidement* 
Mon  ame  s'^mut  et  je  n'hesitai  point  a  ecrire  de 
mon  carrosse  ces  mots-ci  ^Messieurs  les  officier« 
mimicipaux  de  Villenaux :  " 
„^,*'  Je  sais  positivement^  Messieurs,  que  Mr. 
de  Bezenval,  arrdte  par  la  milice  de  VillenauXy 
a  eu  permission  du  Roi  de  se  rendre  en  Suisse 
dans  sa  patrie.  Je  vous  demande  mstamment^ 
Messieurs,  de  respecter  cette  permission  dont  je 
auis  garant,  et  je  vous  en  aurai  une  p^rticuli^re 
obligation.  Tous  les  motifs  qui  alFectent  une  ame 
sensible  m'interessent  k  cette  demande.  Mn 
De  *  *  *  veut  bien  sc  charger  de  ce  billet  que 
)e  vous  ecris  dans  ma  voiture  sur  le  grand  chemin 
de  Nogent  k  Versailles.  " 

J'ai  ITibnnfcur  <r6tre  &c. 

CeMarc)i28  Jttillet  1789* 

"  J*ai  appris.  Messieurs,  que  ma  demande 
n*a  point  ete  accueillie  par  Messieurs  les  offiqiers 
mumcipaux  de  Villenaux,  parce  qu'ils  vous 
avment  cent  pour  recevoir  vos  ordres.  £loIgn6 
de  Parb  pendant  les  malheureux  evenemens  qui 
ont  excite  vos  plaintes,  je  n*ai  aucune  cpnnois- 
sance  particulidre  des  torts  qui  peuvent  ^tre  re- 
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prbches  k  Mt.  de  Bekenval ;  je  d'ai  jadiafe  ra 
de  relation  de  soetet6  av6c  lui ;  mais  la  jusAict 
m'crdonne  de  lui  rehdre  dans  une  aSiEbire  itor 
portante,  un  temoignage  favorable.  U  itok  et»lk^ 
mandant  pour  le  Roi  dans  la'  generafite  de  Parifi^ 
ou  depuis  deux  a  trois  mois,  il  a  Iklhi  contimie}^ 
Ifement  assurer  la  tranqiiillite  des  hiarch6§)  f**- 
teger  des  convois  de  grains ;  il  etdit  done  neCe^ 
aaire  d'aroir  continuellement  recours  au  com* 
mandant  detenu  maintenant  k  ViUenaux  >,  fet  quol*- 
que  dans  Tordre  minist^riel,  j*aurois  d&  m^-^ 
dresser  au  secr6taire  d'etat  de  k  gu*ite,  qvk 
auroit  trarismis  les  demandes  du  miohtre  ^es 
fciariccs  au  commandant  des  troupes,  Mn  dfe 
Bezenval  m*ecrivit  fort  honn^tement,  tjue  cette 
marchcindirecte  pourroit  occaskmnerdelaleirteur 
dans  le  service  public,  il  m'invil!oit  k  lui  donner 
des  instructions  directes,  et  qu'il  les  ex6cutcit>ft 
ponctuellement.  J'adoptai  cette  proposition^  et 
je  ne  peux  rendre  trop  de  ju^e  z^  z61e  6t  k 
Tactivite  avec  lesquels  Mr.  de  Bezenvalareponda 
a  mes  dcsirs.  J*ai  remarque  constamment  qu*il 
reunissoit  de  la  moderation  et  de  la  prudence  k 
Factivite  militaire,  ensorte  quej^^i  Sduv'em:  eu 
occasion  de  le  remerciei'  de  ses  soins  «  de  sOfi  litr 
tention  soutenue.  Vdila,  Messieurs,  ce  qui'fti'fest 
connu  de  cc  general  en  ma  quality  d*homme  px^ 
blic.  '' 

^  Je  dois  vous  dire  fcnstiire  de  Ik  paTtdu'Rof, 
que  3aMajestc  ^loaofe  dfepuiS  long-teffit  Oel  ofli- 
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cier  4«  W  bontcs.  Je  ne  sais  dfc  quoi  U  pcitf 
tee  tccuBe  aufH'es  dc  Vous ;  jnais,  soumis  aux  Iqix 
de  la  diaeipline  militaire,  il  faudroit  peut-^tre  de$ 
tkres  d'acousatioii  bien  formcls  pourrem  pecher 
de  Mtoumer  dans  sa  patrie  ;  et  comme  etranger, 
comme  mcmbre  distingue  d'un  pays  avec  lequei 
la  France  a  depuis  si  long-tems  des  relations  d'al- 
UoBce  ct  d'amitie,  yous  zMvez  surement  pour  Mn 
lie  Bezepval  tous  les.  egards  qu'cm  pent  esperer 
/d'u&^  Nation  hospitali^re  et  genereuse.  Et  puis^ 
que  ce  scroit  deja  une  grande  pupition  que  d'a- 
mener  a  Paris  comme  crbninel  ou  suspect,  an  of- 
ficier  general  etranger,iqui  retoume  dans  son  pays 
avec  la  pciroifision  du  Roi,  j'ose  vous  prier.de 
considerer,  si  vous  ne  pourriez  pas  vous  bomer  a 
lui  demander  a  Villenaux  les  eclaircissemens  dont 
vous  pourriez  avoir  besoin  et  la  communicatigii 
4e.ses  papiers,  s'il  en  avoit.  C'est  a  vcxiSy  Afes- 
jsieurft]^  i  consideifer  si  vous  dcycz  exposer  ce 
general  etrapger  aux  eflfets  d'aucun  moMvemerft 
4ont  vous  ne  pourriez  pas  repondre.  Car  dis- 
tic^ueSy  comme  vous  ^es,  Me^eurs,  par  le  choix 
cb  vcsooncitoyens,  vous  vouiez  sArement  *tre 
mrapit  tens  les.defenseiws  des  loix  et  de  lajustici^j 
'VOUS  »e  vouiez  pas  qu'aucun  citoyen  edit  C^n- 
damn^,  scat  puni,  sans  avoir  eu  le  t^ms  de^se  feise 
£jitQhdre>  ^ns  avoir  eu  le  terns  d'etre  examine 
pat  des  juges  int^gres  et  impartiaux^  c'est  le  pr^ 
^irfer  droit  de  rhonMirc ;  c'est.  le  phis  saint  d&vok 
fiBdSipmmns^  c- est  I'obligatioa  j^plus  coti^ammeot 
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respcctec  par  les  Nations.  Ah !  Messieurs,  non 
pas  devaht  vous  qui,  distingues  par  mie  Education 
genereuse,  n'avez  besoin  que  de  suivre  ks  lu^ 
mitres  de  votre  esprit  et  de  votre  coeur  5  msds  dev 
vant  le  plus  inconnu,  le  plus  obscur  des  citoyens 
de  Paris,  je  me  prosteme,  je  me  jette  i  genous 
pour  demander  que  Ton  n'exerce  ni  envers  Mr. 
de  Bezenval,  ni  envers  personne,  aucune  riguew 
semblable  en  aucune  mani^re  h  celles  qu*on  m'a 
recitees.  La  justice  doit  6tre  eclaitec  et  un  sen- 
timent de  bonte  doit  encore  6tre  sans  cesse  autour 
d'elle.  Ces  prmcipes,  ces  mouvemens  dominent 
tellement  mon  ame,que  si  j'etois  temoin  d'aucun 
acte  contrairc  dans  un  moment  oAje  seroisrap* 
proche  par  ma  place,  des  choses  publiques,  j'en 
mourrois  de  doiJeur,  et  toutes  mes  forces  au 
n(}oin$  seroient  epuisees,  " 

**  J'qsc  done  m'appuyer  aupris  de  vous,  Mes* 
sjcurs,  4e  la  bienveillance,  dont  vous  m'honorez. 
Vous  avez  daigne  mettre  quelqu'interet  a  mes 
services,  et  dans  un  moment  ou  je  vais  en  deman^ 
d^r  un  haut  prix,  je  me  permettrai  poiu:  la  pre- 
miere, pour  la  seule  fois  de  dire  qu*en  efiet  mon 
jZfele  n'a  pas  ete  inutile  k  la  France.  Ce  haut  prix 
que  je  vous  demande,ce  sont  des  egards  pourun 
general  etranger,  s'il  ne  lui  feut  que  cela;  c'est 
dp  Findulgence  et  de  la  bonte  s'il  a  besoin  de 
plus.  Je  serai  heureux  par  cette  insigne  faveuF« 
en  nc  fixant  mon  attention  que  sur  Mr.  de  Bc;- 
^enyal,  sur  un  simple  pardculierj  je  le  serais  bicn 
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dai^ntage  si  cct  exemple  devenoit  Ic  signal  d^im^ 
amnistie  qui  ren^roit  le  calme  k  la  Frtoce,  et  qui 
permetteroit  k  tous  les  citoyens,  k  tous  les  habi- 
tans  de  ce  Royaume  de  fixer  uniquement  leur 
attention  sur  Tavenir^  afin  de  jouir  de  tous  lea 
biens  que  peuvent  nous  promettre  Tunion  dtt 
peuplq  et  du  souverain  et  Taccord  de  toutes  ks 
forces  propres  a  fonder  le  bonheur  sur  la  liberte, 
et  la  duree  de  cette  liberie  sur  le  bonheur  gene- 
lal.  Ah  !  Messieurs,  que  tous  lea<:itoyens,  qud 
tous  les  habitans  de  la  France  rentrent  pour  tou- 
jours  sous  la  garde  des  loi^*  Cedez,  je  vous 
en  supplie,  k  mes  vives  instances,  et  que  par 
votxe  bienfijiit  ce  jour  devienne  le  plus  heiu'eux 
de  ma  vie,  et  Tun  des  pjius  glorieux  qui  puissc 
rous  etre  reserve.  " 


Premiere  Lettre  trouv^e  dans  les  papiers  de  Mr. 
(tEstaing,  ^crite  de  sa  main. 

Lundi  14.Septembre  1789« 

Mon  devoir  et  ma  fidelite  Texigent,  il  faut  que 
jc  mette  aux  pieds  de  la  Kein^,  c^  que  fai  vu 
dans  mon  voyage  de  Paris,  On  m*a  dit  dans  la 
societe  et  dans  la  bonne  compagnie,  qu'on  prend 
des  signatures  de  la  Noblesse  et  du  Clergc ;  Jes 
VOs  disent  que  c'est  k  la  connoissance  du  Roi^ 
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d'autres  disent  que  c'est  k  8on  ins^u.  On  dit  qu6 
le  Roi  ira  par  la  Champagne  ou  a  Verdun ;  Mr. 
de  Beuille  est  designe,  Mr.  de  la  Fayette  me  Ta 
dit  ^  il  est  froidement  positif  Mr.  de  la  Fayttte^ 
.....  On  nomma  Mr.  le  mar^chal  de  Brogli^ 

commandant  le  tout ;  Mr.  de  Breteuil  conduit  te 
projet,  Mr.  de  Mercy  agit  de  concert.    Ces  pro* 
pos,  s'Us  se  repandoient  dans  le  peuple,  seroient 
incalculables    .Je  suis  alle  chez  Mr.  I'Ambassa* 
deur  d'Espagne,  et  c'est  la,  je  ne  le  cache  pas  k 
la  Rehie,  que  mon  efFroi  a  redouble.  Mr.  de  Fer^ 
nand'NuThts  en  ^  parle  avec  moi,  je  lui  ai  pade 
de  ce  bruit  et  de  ce  plan  qui  occasionneroient  la 
plus  d68honorante  guerre  civile.  Apr^s  avoir  parle 
de  la  cour  errante,  de  la  banqueroute  indispen- 
sable, Mr.  TAmbassadcur  a  baisse  les  yeux ;  \i 
est  convenu  que  quelqu'un  de  considerable  ou  de 
croyable  avoit  re9U  des  signatures.  Ce  fait  m'ins- 
pire  im  genre  de  terreur  que  je  n'ai  jamais  connu; 
la  premiere  demarche  coiite  assez  cher,  ce  seroit 
des  flots  de  sang :  la  Reine  pent  conquerir  au 
Roi  son  royaume,   la  nature  lui  en  a  prodigue 
les  moyens.  ........  Je  supplie  la  Reine  dc 

m'accorder  une  audience. 

[    N^..6.    ]    {his.) 

Autre  Lettre  de  Mr.  d'Est&ing. 

II  rrl'est  impossible  de  ne  pas  mettre  aux  pieds 
de  la  Reine  mon  admiration  3  il  faut  qu'elk  croie 


Appekdix*.  2S 

twiiquemcnt  ses  v^ritables  scrritcurs ;  sa  fermetS 

triomphera  tout L'ondulation  des  idies^  a 

Jkilli  tout  perdre Les  anciens  Ministres 

du  Roi  n^ont  peut-^tre  merite  la  haine  que  par 
rinstabilite  des  principes.  lis  n'ont  pM  empicfier 
C€  malheureux  diner.  La  sante  a  la  Nation  a  iti 
omise  d,  dessein  ^  portee  par  des  personnes  augus- 

tes,  elle  auroit  tout  arrange Le  hasard^ 

€ar  il  est  plus  consolant  d'y  croire,  a  fait  partir 
detix  coups  de  pistolets,  partis  de  trop  bos  ffoyr 
venir  de  gens  d^  ckevhl.  J'ai  voulu  retenir  la  Garde 
Nationale  de  Versailles.  Taien  vain  retenu^ou 
relevi  les  coups.  ....  II  faut  un  autre  enthou- 
siasme;  La  Reiiie  seule  a  le  pouvoir  de  le  faire 
naitre ;  la  voila  sur  un  grand  theatre  ,  avec  quel- 

ques  soins  elle  sera  adoree Ah !  Madame, 

soyez  notre  premiere  citoyenne,  vous  serez  tout, 
si  vos  principes  vous  permettent  de  le  vouloir. 
Le  ClergS  et  la  Noblesse  n^ont  que  le  Roi  pout 

lessauver Mr.  de  la  Fayette  m'a  jure  que 

les  ev^nemens  en  avoient  fait  un  Royaiiste, 
Tout  Frangais  doit  V^trejusqu'^  un  certain  point. 

[    N^.  7.    ] 
UASSEMBLfeE  NATIONALE 

AUX  FRAN^AI^S.* 

11   FetTier  1790. 

L'Assemblee  Nationale  s'avan9ant  dans  la  car- 
riere  de  ses  travaux,  revolt  de  toutes  parts  les  fe- 
*  Adresse  r^lig^  par  r^v^quci  d'Autuu. 
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licitaticms  des  provinces,  des  villes,  des  eommu-r 
nauteS)  les  temoignages  de.  la.  joie  publique,  les 
acclamatiosis  de  la  reconQQissance  ^  mais  elk  ei3i- 
tend  aussi  les  murmures,  les  clameurs  de  ceiix 
que  blessent  ou  qu'aiiUgent  les  coups  portes  4 
tamt  d'abus,  k  tant  d'interets,  a  tant  de  prejug^s. 
En  s'occupant  du  bonheur  de  tons,  elle  slnquiete 
des  maux  particuliers;  elle  pardonne  a  la  preyen-? 
tion,  a  Taigreur,  a  rinjustice^  mais  elle  rcgatde 
comme  un  de  ses  devests  de  vous  premunir  contra 
les  influences  de  la  calomnie,  et  de  detruire  les 
vaines  terreurs  dont  on  chercheroit  a  vous  surpren^ 
dre.  Eh !  que  n*art-ou  pas  tente  pour  vous  egarer, 
pour  ebranler  votre  cdnfiance  ?  On  a  feint  d'igno-» 
rerquelbien  avoit  faitTAssemblije  nationale:nou$ 
^Uons  vous  le  rappejlpr.  On  a  eleye  cjes  difficyltes 
contre  ce  qu'eUe  a  fait :  npus  alions  y  repondre^ 
On  a  repandu  df  s  dputes,  on  a  fait  naitre  des  in* 
quietudes  sur  ce  qui^U^  ftra ;  npps  aUons  vou§ 
Tapprendre.  

Clu*a  fait  TAssemblee  ? 

Elle  a  trace  d*une  main  ferme,  au  milieu  det 
orages,  les  principes  de  la  constitution  qui  assure 
a  jamais  votre  liberte. 

I^s  droits  des  hommes  etoient  meconnus,  in- 
sultes  depuis  des  siecles ;  ils  ont  ete  retablis  pour 
rhumanite  entipre,  dans  cette  declaration  qui  sera 
a  jamais  le  cri  de  ralliement  contre  les  oppresseur* 
«t  la  loi  des  legislateurs  euxrnxemes. 

La  Nation  avoit  perdu  le  droit  de  depreter  et 


les  loix  ^t  ks  impdts:  ce  drok  lui  aeti  restku^^ 
et  en  m6ine. terns  ont  ete  consacres  les  vnds  pnn* 
cipes  de  la  monarchie,  rinviolabiiite  du  chef  au« 
guste  de  la  Nation,  et  I'heredite  du  trdne  dans  uod 
iimille  si  ch^re  k  tous  les  Fran^ais. 

Nous  n'avions  que  des  etats  generaux :  voos 
a^ez  maintenant  un^  Assemblee  nationak^et  elle 
ne  peut  plus  tons  ^e  tavie. 

Des  ordres,  neccssairement  divises  etasservis  4 
^'antiques  pretentions,  y  dictoient  les  d^crets^  et 
pouvoient  y  arreter  Fessor  de  la  volonte  nationate* 
Ces  ordres  n'existent  plus :  tout  a  disparu  devant 
ITionorable  qualite  de  citoyen. 

Tout  etant  devenu  citoyen,  il  vous  falloit  det 
defenseurs  citbyens;  et  au  premier  signal  on  a  vu 
cette  garde  nationale  qui,rassemblee  par  le  patrio- 
ti€me>  conunandee  par  Thonneur,  par-^tout  main* 
tient  ou  ramene  Tordre,  et  veille,  avec  un  2^fe 
infetigable,  k  la  surety  de  chacun  pour  Tint^f^t 
#  tous.  _ 

Pes  privil^s  sans  nombre,  ennemis  irreconci« 
liables  de  tout  Hen,  composoient  tout  notre  droit 
public:  ikskmt  detruits;et&  lavoix  de  votre  Asscm« ' 
blee,  les  provinces  les  pdus  jalouses  des  leurs,  ont 
af^laudi  d  leur  dtiikte ;  elles  ont  scnti  qu-elles  s'en* 
nchissoient  de  leur  pette. 

Une  feodalite  vexatoire,  si  puissante  encore 
dans  ses  dermen  debris,  couvroit  la  France  en« 
tiin :  elk  a  disparu  sans  retour, 

You?  etiez  soumisi  daois  les  provinces^  au  nS* 
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gimed'une  admUmtmtioo  mquiotaabe :  TO^  e« 
£te$  affianchis. 

Des  ordres  arbitmires  attentoient  k  la  Uberte 
defi  citoyens :  ils  sont  aneontis. 

Vous  vouliez  une  organisation  complete  dt$ 
municipalites :  elle  vient  de  vous  6tre  donaec;  et 
la  creation  de  tous  ces  corps>  formes  p$ur  \^os  $ii&. 
frages^  presente  en  ce  moment,  dans  toute  lat 
France,  le  spectacle  le  plus  imposant. 

£n  meme  terns  T  Assemblee  nationale  a  consom^ 
me  Touvrage  de  la  nouvelle  division  du  royaume^ 
qui  seule  pouvoit  effacer  jusqu'aux  deraieres  tra- 
ces des  anciens  prejuges  ;  substituer  k  I'amour^ 
propre  de  province  Tamour  v6ritable  de  la  patrie; 
asseoir  les  bases  d'une  bonne  representation,et  fi* 
xcr  k  la  fbis  les  droits  de  chaque  homme  et  de 
chaque  canton,  en  raison  de  leurs  rappouts  avcc 
la  chose  publique  :  probl^me  difficile,  dotit  la  60« 
lution  etoit  restee  inconnuejusqu'a  nos  jours. 

Des  lohg-tems  vous  desirie^  raboliti(»^  la 
venalite  des  charges  de  magistrature  :  elle  a  ^te 
prononcee.  —  Vous  eprouviez  le  besoin  d'uneMre^ 
forme,  du  moins  provisoire,  des  principal^  vices 
du  code  criming  :  6{le  a  ete  decretee,  en'ajbten^ 
dant  une  reforme  gen6rale.  — De  toiites  les  paiw 
ties  du  royaume  nous  ont  ete  adressees  des  plam* 
tes,des  demandes,.des  reclamations :  nau6  y  avons 
catisfajt  autant  qu^ii  etoit  en  notre  pouvcnr.  -^OLa 
multitude  des  engagemens  public^  ai&ayak:  ncms 
woDS  consacre  ies  principes  sur  la  fai  qui4aup  est 
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4Kie.  «^Tdas  «Kl6utfe2'le  pouvoir  des  ministresj 
IkHis  leur  avons  impose  la loi  rassurante  de  lares* 
pOttsabilit6. 

Uimpdt  de  k  gabelle  vo«s  etoit  odieax;  nous 
yiavons  adotaci  d*afeord,  et  nous  vous  en  avons  pro- 
mis  Tenti^re  destruction;  car  il  nc  nous  suffit  pas 
que  les  impdts  sdent  indispensables  pour  les  be- 
toins  publics^  ilfaut  encore  qu*3s  soient  justifies  par 
leur  6galit6,  leur  sagcsse,  leur  douceun 
•  Des  pensions  immoderees,  prodiguees,  souvent 
i  l*ins9U  de  votrt  R6i,  vous  ravissoient  le  fruit  de 
▼OS  labeurs :  nous  avons  jete  sur  elles  un  premier 
regard  severe,  et  nous  allons  les  renfermer  dans 
les  fimites  ^roftes  d'une  stricte  justice. 

Enfin,  les  finances  demandpient  d'immenses 
tcformes:  secondes^mr  le  ministre  qui  a  obtenu 
Votrc  confiance,  nous  y  avons  travaille  sans  rel^- 
che^  et  bientdt  yous  allez  en  jouir. 

Voila  notre  ouvrage,  Fran9ais,  ou  plutot  voiI4 
le  vStre ;  car  nous  ne  sommes  que  vos  organes^ 
et  c'cst  vous  qui  nous  avez  eclaires,  encourages, 
.  goutenus  dans  nos  travaux.  Quelle  epoque  que 
celle  k  laquelle  nous  sommes  enfin  parvenus ! 
Chtel  honorable  heritage  vous  all^z  transmettre  k 
▼otre  posterite  !  Aleves  au  rang  de  citoyens,  -ad- 
missibles  a  tous  les  emplois,  censeurs  ecIaires^  de 
Fadministration,  quand  vous  n'en  serez  pas  le* 
depositaires>  siirs  que  [tout  se  fait  et  par  vous  ti 
pour  vous>  6gaux  devant  la  loi,  libres  d*agir,  d'^^ 
parler/d'ecrire,  ne  devant  jamais  compte  aux 
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|KHnmes»  toujours  a  la  yoloote  comnume^  quelle 
plus  belle  conditicmi  P6unroit41  £tre  encore  ui\, 
seul  citoyen  vraiment  digne  de  ce  nom^  qui  os4t 
touraer  ses  regards  en  aniere^  qui  voulut  rckver 
les  debris  dont  nous  sommes  environnes^  pour  en 
recomposer  Tancien  edifice  I 

£t  pourtant^  que  n'a-t-on  pas  dit^  Que  nV 
t-on  pas  fait  pour  afibiblir  en  voiib  Vimpre^ioa 
naturelle  que  tant  de  biens  devoient  produire  ?    ; 

Nous  avons  tout  detruit^  a-t-on  dit :  c*est  qu*il 
falloit  tout  reconstruire.  £t  qu'y  a*t41  done  tant 
a  regretter  ?  Veut-on  le  savoir  ?  Que  sur  tous 
les  objets  refonnes  ou  detruits,  Ton  intienoge  des 
hommes  qui  n'en  profitoientpas;  qu*<m  interrogc 
m6me  la  bonne  foi  des  hommes  qui  en  profi- 
toient;  qu'on  ecarte  ceux-la  qui^  pour  ennoblir 
les  afflictions  de  I'inter^t  personnel^  prennent  au^ 
joiirdliui  pour  objct  de  leur  commiseration^  le 
sort  de  ceux  qui^  dans  d'autres  terns,  leur  finrent 
si  indifFerens;  et  Ton  verra  si  la  reforme  de  cha-^ 
cun  de  ces  ob  jets  ne  reunit  pas  tons  les  suffrages^ 
(aits  pour  etre  comptes. 

Nous  avons  agi  avec  trop  de  precipitatbn. . .  et 
tant  d'autres  nous  ont  reproche  d'agir  avec  trop 
de  lenteur!  Trc^  de  precipitation!  Igaore-t-on^ 
que  c'est  en  attaquant,  en  renversant  tons  les  abus^ 
A  la  fois,  qu'on  pent  esperer  de  s'en  voir  delivre 
lans  retourj  qu'alcwrs,  et  alors  seulement,  ch^un 
tetrouve  interesse  a  Tetablissement  de  Tordrc, 
qjue  les  reformes  jlentes  et  particlles  ont  toujours 
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fni  par  ne  rien  reformer;  enfin,  que  Tabus  que. 
*ron  conserve  devient  Tappui,  et  bicntdt  le  res-^ 
taurateur  de  tous  ceux  qu'on  croyoit  avoir  de- 
truits? 

Nos  asiemblees  sont  tumultuetises/-  Et  qu'kn- 
porte,  si  les  decrets  qui  en  6manent  sont  sages? 
Nous  sommes,  au  reste,  loin  de  vouloir  presenter 
d  votre  admiration  les  details  de  tous  nos  debats. 
Plus  d'une  fois  nous  en  avons  etc  affliges  nous- 
mdmes ;  mais  nous  avons  senti  ei)  m6me  tern  5 
qiu'il  etoit  trop  injuste  de  chercher  a  s'en  pr6- 
Valoir,  et  qu'apres  tout,  cette>impetuosite  etoit 
Teffet  presqu*inevitable  du  premier  combat  qui 
se  soit  peut-6tre  jamais  livre  entre  tous  les  prin- 
cipes  et  toutes  les  erreurs. 

On  nous  accuse  d'avoir  aspire  a  une  perfection 
chiinerique.. . .  Reproche  bizarre,  qui  n'est,  on  le 
voitbien,  qu'un  voeu  mal  deguise  pour  la  per- 
petuite  des  abus.  L'Assemblee  Nationale  ne 
8*est  point  arretee  a  ces  motifs,  servilement  inte- 
resses  ou  pusillanimes:  elle  a  eu  le  courage,  ou 
plutdt,  la  raison  de  croire  que  les  idees  utiles, 
necessaires  au  genre  humain,  n'ctoient  pas  ex- 
clusivement  destinees  a  omer  les  pages  d'un  livre,. 
et  que  Ffetre  supreme,  en  donnant  a  Thomme  la 
perfectibilite,  apanage  particulier  de  sa  nature, 
ne  lui  avoit  pas  defendu  de  Tappliquer  a  TordrQ 
social,  deventi  le  plus  universel  de  ses  inter6ts, 
et  presque  le  premier  de  ses  besoins. 

II  est  impossible,  a-t-on  dit,  de  regenerer  une 
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aation vicilleet corrompuc, . . p,ue Ton  apprerine 
qu'il  n*y  a  de  corrompu  que  ceux  qui  veulent 
perpetucr  des  abus  corrupteurs,  et  quVnie  nation 
se  rajeunit)  le  jour  ou  elle  a  resolu  de  renaitre 
i  la  liberte.  Voyez  Ja  generation  nouvelle. 
Conune  dej^  son  coeur  palpite  de  joie  et  d'esp6- 
ranee !  Comme  ses  sentimens  sont  purs,  nobles, 
patriotiques !  Avec  quel  enthousiasme  on  la  voit 
chaque  jour  briguer  Vhonneur  d'etre  admise  k 
prater  le  sermeiit  de  citoyen ! . . .  Mais  pourquoi 
repondre  a  un  aussi  miserable  reproche  ?  L'As-? 
semblee  Nationale  seroit-elle  done  reduite  a  s'ex* 
cuser  de  n'avoir  pas  desespere  du  peuple  fran* 
§^s? 

On  n'a  encore  rien  fait  pour  le  peuple,  a-t-on 
ose  dire. ...  Et  c'est  sa  cause  qui  triomphe  par- 
tout.  Rien  fait  pour  1^  peuple !  Et  chaque  abus 
que  Ton  a  detruit  ne  iui  prepare-t-il  pas,  ne  lui 
assure-t-il  pas  un  soulagement  ?  £toit-il  un  scul 
abus  qui  ne  pesat  sur  le  peuple? 

II  ne  se  plaign9it  pas.. ...  C'est  que  Texces  d« 
ses  maux  etoufFoit  ses  plaintes., . .  Maintenaiit  il 
est  malheureux. . . .  Dites  plutot :-  il  est  encore 
malheureux ; . .  Mais  il  ne  le  sera  pa$  long-t^ms ; 
nous  en  faisons  le  serment. 

Nous  avons  detruit  le  Pouvoir  Executif...  Non: 
dites  le  Pouvoir  Ministeriel;  et  c'est  Iui  qui  de- 
truisoit,  qui  souvent  degradoit  le  Pouvoir  Exe- 
cutif. Le  Pouvoir  Executif!  Nous  I'avons  eclaire 
en  lui  naontrant  ses  veritables  droits  ^  sur-tout  nous 
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Savons  ennoWi  en  le  feisant  rfemonter  a  la  veri^ 
table  source  de  sa  puissance,  la  puissance  du 
people* 

II  est  maintenant  sans  force....  Contfe  la  cons- 
titution et  la  loi:  cela  est  vrai,  mais  en  leur  fa-» 
veur  il  sera  plus  puissant  qu'il  ne  le  fut  jamais. 

Le  peuple  s'est  arme Oui,  pour  sa  de- 
fense :  il  en  avoit  besoin.  —  Mais,  dans  plusieura 
endroits,  il  en  est  resulte  des  malheurs.  Peut-on 
les  reprocher  k  TAssemblee  Nationale  ?  Peut-on 
iui  imputer  des  desastres  dont  elle  gemit,  qu'elle 
a  voulu  prevenir,  arreter  par  toute  la  force  de  ses 
decrets,  et  que  va  faire  cesser  sans  doute  Tunion 
desorraais  indissoluble  entre  les  deux  pouvoirs,  et 
Taction  irresistible  de  toutes  les  forces  nationales  ? 

Nous  avons  passe  nos  pouvoirs :  la  reponse  est 
simple.  Nous  etions  incontestablement  envoyes 
pour  faire  une  constitution:  c'etoit  le  voeu,  c'etoit 
le  besoin  de  la  France  enti^re.  Or  etoit-il  pos- 
sible de  la  creer,  cette  constitution,  de  former  un 
ensemble,  mdme  imparfait,  de  decrets  constitu- 
tionels,  sans  la  plenitude  des  pouvoirs  que  nous 
avons exetces?  Disons  plus:  sans TAssemblee  Na- 
tionale, la  France  etoit  perdue ;  sans  le  principe 
qui  soumet  tout  a  la  pluralite  des  suffrages  libres, 
et  qui  a  fait  tons  nos  decrets,  il  est  impossible,  de 
conceVoir  une  Assemblee  Nationale ;  il  est  impos- 
sible de  concevoir,  nous  ne  disons  pas  une  cons- 
titution, mais  meme  Tespoir  de  detruire  irrevoca- 
blement  le  moindre  des  abus.    Ce  principe  est 
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d'etemelle  verite:  il  a  ete  reconnu  dans  toute  fa 
France  J  il  s'est  reproduit  de  mille  mani^res  dans 
CCS  nombreuscs  adresses  d'adhesion,  qui  rencon- 
troient  sur  toutes  les  routes  cette  foule  de  libelles, 
od  3'on  nous  reproche  d'avoir  excede  nos  pou^ 
voirs.  Ces  adresses,  ces  felicitations,  ces  hom- 
rhages,  ces  sermens  patriotiques :  quelle  confir- 
mation des  pouvoirs  que  Ton  vouloit  nous  con- 
tester  ! 

Tcls  sont,  Fran9ais,  les  reproches  que  Ton  fait 
k  vos  representans  dans  cette  foule  d'ecrits  cou* 
pables,  ou  Ton  afFecte  le  ton  d'une  douleur  cito- 
yenne.  Ah !  vainement  on  s'y  flatte  de  nous  de- 
courager :  notre  courage  redouble ;  vous  nc  tar- 
derez  pas  k  en  ressentir  les  efFets. 

L'Assemblee  va  vous  donner  une  constitution 
militaire  qui,  composant  Tarmee  de  soldats  cito- 
yens>  reunira  la  valeur  qui  defend  la  patrie,  dt  les 
vcrtus  civiques  qui  la  protegent  sans  TefFrayer. 

Bientdt  elle  vous  presentera  un  syst^me  d'Jm^ 
positions  qui  menagera  Fagriculture  et  Fin^dus- 
trie,  qui  respectera  enfin  la  liberte  du  commerce; 
un  systeme  qui,  simple,  clair,  aisement  con9\j  de 
tons  ceux  qui  paient,  determinera  la  part  qu'ils 
doivent,  rendra  facile  laconnoissance  sinecessairc 
de  Temploi  des  revenus  publics,  et  mettra  sous 
les  yeux  de  tous  les  Fran9ais  le  veritable  etat  des 
Finances,  jusqu'a  present  labyrinthe  obscur,  oii 
Toeil  n'a  pu  suivre  la  trace  des  tresors  de  Tfetat. 

BientOt  un  Clerge  citoyen,  soustrait  a  la  pau- 
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vrete  comme  a  larichesse,  model-e  a  la  fois  du 
riche  et  du  pauvre,  pardonnant  les  expressions 
injurieuses  d'un  delire  passager,  inspirera  una 
confiance  vraie,  pure,  universselle,  que  n'alterera 
ni  Tenvie  qui  outrage,  ni  cette  sorte  de  pitie  qui 
humilie ,  il  fera  cherir  encore  davantage  la  Reli- 
gion, il  en  accroitra  I'heureuse  influence  par  des 
rapports  plus  doux  et  plus  intimes  entre  les  peu- 
plcs  et  les  pasteurs ;  et  il  n'ofFrira  plus  le  specta- 
cle, que  le  patriotisme  du  Clerge  lui-meme  a  plus 
d'une  fois  dcnonce  dans  cette  Assemblee,  de  Toi- 
sivete  opulente,  et  de  Tactivite  sans  recompense. 
Bientot  un  systcnie  de  loix  criminelles  et  pe- 
nales,  dictees  par  la  raison,  la  justice,  Thumanite, 
xnontrera,  jusques  dans  la  personne  des  victimes 
de  la  loi,  le  respect  du  a  la  qualite  d'homme,  res- 
pect sans  lequel  on  n'a  pas  le  droit  de  parler  de 
morale. 

.  Un  code  des  loix  civiles,  confie  a  des  juges  de- 
sign's par  votrc  suffrage,  et  rendant  gratuitement 
la  justice,  fera  disp^roitre  toutcs  ces  loix  obs- 
cures, compliquees,  contradictoires  dont  Tinco- 
herence  et  la  multitude  sembloient  laisser,  meme 
a  un  juge  int^gre,  le  droit  d'appeller  justice  sa 
yolonte,  son  erreur,  quelquefois  son  ignorance  j; 
inais  jusqu'a  ce  moment  vous  obeirez  religieuse- 
ment  a  ces  memes  loix,  parce  que  vous  savez 
que  le  respect  pour  toute  loi,  non  encore  revo- 
quee,  est  la  marque  distinctive  du  vrai  citoyen. 
.  Enfin,  nous  termincrons  nos  travaux  par  un 
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code  d*instruction  ct  d'education  nationale^  qui 
mettra  la  constitution  sous  la  sauvc-garde  des  ge* . 
nerations  naissantes;  ct  faisant  passer  rinstructiori 
civique  par  tous  les  degres  de  la  representation^ 
nous  tfansmettrons^  dans  toutes  les  classes  de  la 
societe,  les  connoissances  necessaires  au  bonheut 
de  chacune  de  ces  classe^^  en  m6me  terns  qu'4 
celui  de  la  societe  entiirc. 

Voyez,  Fran9ais,  la  perspective  de  bonheur 
ct  de  gloire  qui  s'ouvre  devant  vous !  Jl  reste  en* 
core  quelques  pas  a  faire,  et  c'est  ou  vous  at* 
tendent  les  detracteurs  de  la  revolution.  Defiez* 
vous  d'une  impetitf  use  vivacite ;  redoutez  sur-tout 
les  violences,  car  tout  desordre  pent  devenir  fti* 
neste  a  la  liberte.  Vous  cherissez  cette  libettS  j 
vous  la  posscdez  maintenant :  montrez-vousdignes 
de  la  conserver ;  soyez  fiddles  k  I'esprit)  a  la  lettre 
des  decrets  de  vos  Representans,  acceptes  ou 
sanctionnes  par  le  Roi;  distingucz  soigneuse* 
meat  les  droits  abolis  sans  rachat,  et  les  droits 
rachctables,  mais  encore  existans.  Que  les  pre* 
miers  ne  soient  plus  exiges,  mais  que  les  seconds 
nel  soient  point  refuses,  Songez  aux  trois  mots 
sacres  qui  garantissent  ces  decrets:  La  Nation, 
la  Loi^  le  RoL  La  Nation,  c'est  vous;  la  Loi, 
c'est  encore  vous,  c'est  votre  volonte;  kltoi^ 
c'est  le  gardien  de  la  Loi,  Quels  que  soient  les 
mensonges  qu'on  prodigue,  coftiptez  sur  cette 
union.  C'cst  le  Roi  qu'on  trompoit:  c*est  vous 
qu'oh  trompe  maintenant,  et  la  bo«^  .du  Roi 
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$.*en  aflMge;  il  veut  preserver  son  peuple  des  flat- 
teurs  qu'il  a  eloignes  du  trone ;  U  en  defendra  Iq 
berceau  de  son  fils;  car  au  niilieu  de  vos  Repre- 
sentans^  il  a  declare  qu'il  faisoit  de  Theritier  de  la 
Couronne  le  gardien  de  la  constitution. 

Qu'on  ne  vous  parle  plus  de  deux  partis.    II 
n*en  est  qu'un  j  nous  Tavons  tons  jure;  c'est  celui 
de  la  liberte;  la  victoire  est  sAre,  attestee  par  lc$ 
ConquStes  qui  se  multiplient  tous  les  jours.  Lals- 
sez  d'obscurs  blasphemateurs  prodiguer  contrc 
nous  ks  injures,  les  calomnics;  pensez  seulement 
que,  s'ils  nous  louoient,  la  France  seroit  perdue. 
Gardez^vous  sur*tout  de  reveiller  leurs  esperances 
par  des  fautes,  par  des  desordres,  par  Toubli  de 
la  loi.     Voyez  comme  ils  triomphent  de  quelqut 
delais  dans  la  perception  de  Timpot,    Ah!  ne 
leur  preparez  pas  une  joic  cruelle !    Songez  que 
cette  dette. . . .  Non  ce  n'est  plus  une  dette:  c'est 
un  tribut  sacre,  et  c'est  la  patrie  maintenant  qui 
le  revolt  pour  vous,  pour  vos  enfans;  elle  ne  1^ 
laissera  plus  prodiguer  aux  dipredateurs  qui  vou- 
droient  voir  tarir   pour  Tfetat  le  tresor  public, 
maintenant  tari  pour  eux :  ils  aspiroient  a  des  mal- 
heurs  qu'a  prevenus,  qu'a  rendus  impossibles  la 
bonte  magnanime  du  Roi.     Fran^ais,  secondez 
votre  Roi,  par  un  saint  et  immuable  respect  pour 
la  loi,  defendez  centre  eux  son  bonheur,  ses  ver- 
tus,  sa  veritable  gloire;  montrez  qu'il  n'eut  ja- 
mais d'autres  ennemis  que  ceux  de  la  liberte; 
montrez  que  pour  elle  et  pour  lui  votre  Constance 
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cgalera  votre  courage ;  que  pour  la  liberte  dont  il 
est  le  garant,  on  ne  se  lasse  pbint,  on  est  infati- 
gable.  Votre  lassitude  etoit  le  dernier  ^spoir 
des  ennemis  de  la  revolution;  ils  le  perdent:  par- 
donnez-leur  d'en  gemir;  et  deplorez  sans  les  hair, 
ce  reste  de  foiblesse,  toutes  ces  miseres  de  I'hu- 
manite.  Cberchons,  disons  m6me  ce  qui  les  ex- 
cuse. Voyez  quel  concours  de  causes  a  dii  pro- 
longer,  cntretenir,  presque  etemiser  leur  illusion. 
Eh!  Ne  faut-il  pas  quelque  terns  pour  chasser  de 
sa  memoire  les  fantdmes  d'un  long  reve,  les  r6ve$ 
d'lme  longue  vie  ?  Qui  pent  triompher  en  un 
moment  des  habitudes  de  Tesprit,  des  opinions 
inculquecs  dans  Tenfance,  entretenues  par  les 
formes  exterieures  de  la  societe,  long-tems  favo- 
risees  par  la  servitude  publique  qu'on  croyoit  eter- 
nelle,  chores  a  un  genre  d'orgueil  qu'on  imposoit 
comme  un  devoir,  enfin  mises  sous  la  protection 
de  rhiter^t  personnej  qu'elles  flattoient  de  tant 
de  manieres.  Perdre  a-la-fois  ses  illusions,  ses 
esperances,  ses  ide^s  les  plus  cherics,  une  partic 
de  sa  fortune :  est-il  donne  a  beaucoup  d'hommes 
de  le  pouvoir  sans  quelques  regrets,  sans  des  ef- 
forts, sans  des  resistances  d'abord  naturelles,  et 
qu'ensuite  un  faux  point  d'honneur  s'impose 
quelquefois  a  lui-m6me  ?  Eh  !  si  dans  cette  classe 
nagueres  si  favorisee,  il  s*en  trouve  quelques-uns 
qui  ne  peuvent  se  faire  a  tant  de  pertes  a-la-fois, 
soyez  genereux ;  songez  que,  dans  cette  mem« 
classe,  il  s'est  trouve  des  hommes  qui  ont  ose 
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s'elcvcr  a  la  dignite  de  citoyens,  intrcpides  de- 
fenseurs  de  vos  droits,  et  dans  le  sein  mdme  de 
leur  famille,  opposant  a  leurs  sentimens  les  plus 
tcucfres,  le  noble  cnthoudasme  de  la  liberte. 

Plaignez,  Fran^ais,  le$  victimes  avcugles  de 
tant  de  deplorables  prejtjges ;  mais,  ^ous  Tempire 
des]^loix,  que  le  mot  de  vengeance  ne  soit  plus 
prononce.  Courage,  perseverance,  generosite, 
ks  vertus  de  la  liberte,  nous  vous  les  demandons 
au  nom  de  cette  liberte  sacree,  seule  cpnqufite 
digne  de  rhomme,  digne  de  vous;  par  les  efforts, 
par  les  sacrifices  que  vous  avez  faits  pour  elle,  par 
les  vertus  qui  se  sont  melees  aux  malheurs  inse- 
parables d'une  grande  revolution,  ne  retardez 
point,  ne  deshonorez  point  le  plus  bel  ouvrage, 
dont  les  annales  du  monde  nous  aient  transmis  la 
memoire.  Qu''avez-vous  a  craindre  ?  Rien,  non 
ricn,  qu'une  funeste  impatience :  encore  quelques 
momens. . . .  ^ . .  C'est  pour  la  liberte  !  Vous 
avez  donne  tant  de  siecles  au  despotisme !  Amis, 
citoyens,  une  patience  genereuse,  au  lieu  d'unc 
patience  servile.  Au  nom  de  la  patric,  vous 
en  avez  une  maintenant ;  au  nom  de  votre  Roi, 
vous  avez  un  Roi:  il  est  a  vous,  non  plus  le 
Roi  de  quelques  milliers  d'hommes,  mais  le  Roi 
dcs  Fran9ais. , ; . .  de  tous  les  Fran^ais,  Qu'il 
doit  mepriser  maintenant  le  despotisme !  Qu'il 
doit  le  hair!  Boi  d'u7i  peuple  libre^  comme  il 
doit  reconnoitre  Terreur  de  ces  illusions  menson* 
g^res  qu'cntretenoit  sa  cour  qui  se  disoit  son 
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peuplc !  Prestiges  repandus  autour  de  son  bcr-' 
ceaU)  enfermes  comme,i  dcssein  dans  reducation 
royale,  et  dont  on  a  cherche,  dans  tons  ks  tems^ 
a  composer  Tentendement  des  Rois  pour  iakc^ 
des  crreurs  de  leurs  peiisees,  le  patritnoine  des 
Cours.  II  est  k  vous:  qu'il  nous  est  cher !  Ah! 
depuis  que  son  peuple  est  devenu  sa  Cour,  lui  re- 
fuser^ z-vous  la  tranquillitc,  le  bonheur  qu'il  me« 
rite  ?  Desormais,  qu'il  n*apprenne  plus  aucunes 
de  ces  scenes  violentes,  qui  ont  tant  afflige  son 
coBur;  qu'il  apprenne,  au  contraire,  que  Tordre 
renait,  que  par-tout  les  proprietes  sont  respectees, 
defendues;  que  vous  recevez,  que  vous  placez 

sous  I'egide  des  loix,  Tinnocent  le  coupable 

De  coupable !  il  n'en  est  point,  si  la  loi  ne  Ta  pro- 
jionce.  Ou  plutot,  qu'il  apprenne  encore,  votre 
vertueux  Monarque,  quelques-uns  de  ccs  traits 
genereux,  de  ces  nobles  exemples  qui  deja  ont 
illustre  le  berceau  de  la  liberte  fran^aise.o.,  £ton-» 
nez-le  de  vos  vertus,  pour  lui  donner  plutot  le 
prix  des  siennes,  en  avan^ant  pour  lui  le  moment 
de  la  tranquillity  publique,  et  le  spectacle  de 
votre  felicite. 

Pour  nous,  poursuivant  notre  t^che  laborieuse^ 
voues,  consacres  au  grand  travail  de  la  constitu- 
tion, votre  ouvrage  autant  que  le  n6tre,  nous  le 
terminerons,  aides  de  toutes  les  lujni^res  de  la 
France ;  et  vainqueuis  de  tons  les  obstacles,  satis^ 
faits  de  notre  conscience,  convaincus,  et  d^avahco 
heureux  de  vptre  procbain  bonbeur,  nous  place* 
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tons  eh  vos  mains  ce  dep6t  sacre  de  la  constitu- 
tion, sous  k  garde  des  vertus  nouvelles,  dont  le 
germe,  enferme  dans  vos  ames,  vient  d'eclore  auk 
premiers  jours  de  la  liberie* 

SigniSy  BuREAxr  de  Puzy,  President y  La- 
moRDE  DE  Mereville,  Tabbe  Expilly, 
le  vicomte  de  Noailles,  Guillotin,  le 
baron  DE  Marguerites,  le  marquis  db  la 
Coste,  Secritaire. 

[    N^    8.    ] 

Letttre  de  Mr.  de  Calonne  an  Roi,  trouv(e 
dans  Varmoire  de  fer. 
Sire, 

Ce  que  j'ai  a  communiquer  a  Votre  Majeste 
etant  pour  elle  et  pour  ses  peuples  de  la  plus  haute 
importance,  rien  ne  pent  arreter  vaosx  zele.  Dots- 
je  commenccr  par  vous  supplier.  Sire,  de  ne  voir 
que  la  chose  sans  songer  a  la  personnc  ?  Et  faut-> 
U  qu^un  serviteur  dont  la  fidelite  ne  s'est  jamais 
d^mentie,  ait  ^  craindre  que  son  nom  ne  nuise  a 
ses  paroles  ?  Un  jour  Votre  Majeste  me  rendra 
justice  :  oui.  Sire,  vous  me  la  rendrez.  Mais  ce 
ja'est  pas  en  ce  moment  ce  dont  il  est  question  : 
pourrois-je  m*occuper  de  moi-m^me  quand  men 
Roi  est  captif,  et  que  ma  patrie  perit ! 

Je  suis  informe,  Sire,  que  ceux  qui  s'achament 
ii  vous  tromper  s'efforcent  de  vous  persuader  que 
rApgleterrc  influe  dans  les  troubles  qui  boulever- 
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sent  votre  Royaume;que  c^est  dc  rAngletcrre 
qii'cst  vcnu  Targcnt  employe  i  corromprc  vos 
troupes^  et  k  susciter  des  insurrections;  enfin  que 
cette  Nation  rivale,  pour  se  venger  de  la  pcrte  de 
rAxnerique,  s*occupe  des  moyens  d'accroitre  nos 
desordres,  et  fomente  sous-main  ce  qui  tend  a 
Tcnti^e  destruction  de  la  Monarchic  fran9aise. 

II  n'est  rien.  Sire,  de  plus  contraire  k  la  verite, 
de  plus  oppose  aux  sentimens  du  Roi  d'Angle- 
terre,  de  plus  eloigne  des  vues  de  ses  ministres, 
ct  de  plus  incompatible  avec  la  Constitution  bri- 
tamuque,qui  ne  permet  aucun  emploi  clandestin 
de  sommes  considerables.  Si  le  ministre  peut,  en 
certains  cas  cxtraordinaires,  suspendre  raomenta- 
nement  Texplication  d'un  article  de  son  compte, 
en  le  declarant  destine  a  des  objets  politiques  de 
nature  a  dtre  tenus  secrets,  on  sait  du  moins  alors 
Texistence  d'un  tel  article ,  son  montant,  et  la  re- 
serve d'en  devoiler  par  la  suite  les  causes,  sont 
connus.  Or  il  est  constant  que  ni  I'annce  demi^re, 
ni  cette  annee,il  n*y  aeu  aucun  article  de  ce  genre, 
aucune  reserve  politique  semblable,  et  je  suis  au- 
torise  k  dire  qu'il  n'y  en  aura  aucune.  C'cst 
done  une  chimere  detruite  par  les  regies  m^mes 
du  Gouvemement  anglais,  que  de  supposer  qu*il 
ait  envoye  de  Targent  en  France  pour  y  alimenter 
la  fermentation.  Je  pourrois  ajouter  qu'il  ne  faut 
que  considerer  Tetat  du  change,  pour  reconnoitre 
combien  une  telle  supposition  choque  toutes  les 
vraisemblances. 


A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X,  43 

Mais  comme  les  meilleures  raisonnemcns  nc 
suffisent  pas  quand  ccux  qui,  par  leur  etat  ou  par 
leur  niission,  sont  charges  de  faire  connoitre  la 
verite,  osent  attester  le  contraire  ;  et  comme  Ter- 
reur  dans  laquelle  ils  ont  interetd'entrctenir  voire 
Majeste,  pourroit  Tentrainer  dans  des  vues  qui 
deviendroient  funestes,  ou  la  detoumer  de  cellcs 
qui  peu vent  devenir  salutaires,  il  m'a  paru  essen- 
tiel  de  vous^onvaincre.  Sire,  par  despreuvespal- 
pables  de  Tabsolue  faussete  des  perfides  insinua- 
tions dans  lesquelles  peut-etre  se  m^le  encore  ie 
desir  de  me  noircir  de  plus  en  plus  a  vos  yeux. 

C'est  ce  qui  m'a  engage  a  en  parler  a  M.  Pitt,  t 
de  mani^re  cependant  a  ne  pas  attribuer  a  Votre 
Majeste  elle-meme  des  sentimens  qui  pussent  pa- 
roitre  injurieux  a  ceux  dont  le  Roi  d' Angle terre 
fait  profession.  La  piece  cotte  1 ,  feit  voir  com- 
ment je  me  suis  exprime  dans  la  note  que  M. 
Pitt  m'a  prie  de  lui  laisser,  et  qu'il  a  mise  sous  les 
yeux  du  Roi  d'Angleterre.  J*etois  bien  sur  que 
sa  Majeste  britannique  qui,  plus  d'une  fois,  m'a- 
voit  temoigne  le  vif  interet  qu'elle  prenoit  a  la  po-- 
sition  de  votre  Majeste,  s'empresseroit  de  detruire 
les  doutes  qu'on  veut  vous  inspirer  sur  ses  dispo- 
sitions. Mon  attente  n'a  pas  ete  trompee : 
Georges  III  a  charge  M.  Pitt  non-seulement  de 
reiterer  de  sa  part  les  assurances  deja  donnees  a 
ceux  qui  semblent  ne  les  avoir  pas  transmises  fort 
exactement,  mais  meme  de  m'ecrire  a  ce  sujet 
unc  kttre  con9UC  dans  les  termes  les  plu^  precis. 
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ct  dont  je  pusse  faire  usage  pour  detromper  Vcrtrc 
Majeste. 

J'ai  rhonncur  de  vous  envoyer,  Sire,  sous  to 
cote  2,  une  copie  certifiee  de  cette  lettre  de  M. 
Pitt,  en  date  du  6  de  ce  mois,  a  laquelle  j*ai  su* 
Tabondamment  accole  une  traduction  litterale, 
quoique  je  sache  que  votre  Majeste  pent  enten* 
dre  le  texte  anglois.  Elle  y  verra  ce  qu'elle  doit 
attendre  d*un  Monarque  penctre  de  ccttc  verite, 
que  votre  cause  estla  cause  de  tous  leaSouverain^i 
et  qui  est  profondement  indigne  des  traitemens 
qu'on  vous  a  fait,  Comptez,  Sire,  avec  confiance^ 
sur  la  loyautc  et  Televation  de  ses  sentimens  ;  ils 
sont  tels,  je  suis  fonde  a  le  dire,  et  c'est  ce  qu6 
signifie  la  fin  de  la  lettre  de  M.  Pitt,  que  tout  ce 
qui  tendroit  k  retablir  votre  trone,  votre  gloire,  ' 
votre  bonheur  inseparable  de  celui  de  vospeuples, 
est  dans  son  voeu,  dans  sa  volonte  la  plus  sincere, 
et  qu*il  seroit  charme  de  pouvoir  y  contribuer.  Vous 
avez  presentement  sous  les  yeux  la  preuve  qu'on 
ne  sauroit  imputer  d'autres  sentimens  a  son  prin-» 
cipal  ministre,  et  je  puis  assurer  que  ce  que  Ton 
pent  appeler  la  Nation  anglaise,  sans  distinction 
d'aucun  parti,-  est  aussi  loin  de  desirer  Taccrois* 
sement  de  nosdesordres  etd'enprofiterbassement, 
qu^elle  Test  d*approuver  les  exces  de  la  Revolution 
ou  d'etre  tentee  de  les  irriter^  c'est  une  notoriete 
que  persoime  ne  pent  contester,  et  a  laquelle  oa 
opposeroit  vainement  la  demarche  ridiculisee  ici^ 
d*un  club  de  particuliers  fort  peu  considere. 
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Si  jamais,  Sire,  on  a  voulu  vous  falre  entendre* 
que  je  serais  capable  de  preferer,  en  aucun  cas,  en 
aucun  terns  les  interets  de  TAngleterre  k  ccux 

"  de  ma  patrie  et  ala  fidelite  inebrafnlable  que  je  vous 
ai  juree,  on  a  dit  une  gfande  infamie,  et  j'ai  at  y 
opposer  toute  la  bonne  compagnie  anglaise  qui 
me  connoit,  qui  m'a  entendu,  et  dont  le  temoi- 
gnage  merite  plus  de  foi  que  des  rapports  enveni- 
mes :  mais,  si  Ton  dit  que  je  suis  charme  de  la 
sagesse,  de  la  raison,  et  de  la  noble  fa^on  de  pen- 
ser  que  je  vois,  et  que  ce  moment-ci  sur-tout  m'a 
fait  remarquer  dans  une  Nation  vraiment  gene- 

"  reuse,  pour  qui  d'ailleurs  je  dois  ^tre  reconnois- 
«ant,  je  n'ai  garde  de  m*en  defendre,je  saisis 
m^me  cette  occasion-ci  de  renouveller  aux  pieds 
de  Votre  Majeste,le  voeu  qu'elle  sait  que  j'ai  tou- 
jours  forme  de  voir  vos  peuples  et  ceux-ci  unis 
par  les  Uens  d'une  franche  et  etroite  amitie,  qui 
feroitla  prosperitedes  deux  Empires  et  lebonheur 
du  monde.  Lc  menje  voeu  exlste  dans  le  cabinet 
de  Saint- James  ^  j'en  suis  certain ;  et  s*il  survenoit 
un  ordre  de  circonstances  qu,i  mit  le  Roi  d'An- 
gleterre  4  portee  de  manifester  efficacement  les 
sentimens  exprimes  dans  la  Icttre  ecrite  par  son 
erdre,  une  alliance  soiide  entre  les  deux  Nations 
seroit  le  seul  prix  qu^il  Youdroit  retirer  des  servicer 
qu'il  auroitpu  vous  rendre. 

Voila,  Sire,  des. verites  qu'il  .n>e  parolt  utile, 
m6me  pressant  de  vous  faire  connottre,  n6fi  potir 
doxmer  aux  reflexions  et  aux:  consequences  qu4 
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doivent  en  resulter,  plus  d'essor  que  Votre  pre- 
scnte  situation  ne  vous  en  permet,  mais  afin  qu'au 
moins  vous  ne  conserviez  pas  siir  la  puissance 
devenue,  depuis  trois  ans^  la  plus  influante  dans 
la  balance  de  I'Euorpe,  une  opinion  erronee  ca- 
pable de  derangcr  les  idees  qui  peuvent  germer 
dans  les  secrets  de  votre  ame. 

Oserai-je  ajouter.  Sire,  que  non-seulement  tou- 
tes  les  branches  de  votre  auguste  maison,  mais 
aussi  toutes  les  puissances  de  TEurope  vous  re* 
gardent  [avec  \ine  attente  melee  d*inquietude  et 
de  desirs  favorables  5  que  tons  les  coeurs  des  vrais 
Fran9ais  gemissent  et  s'irritent  des  attentats  com- 
mis  contre  vos  personnes  sacrees;  que  leur^ou- 
levement  unanime  contre  Tetat  de  contrainte  ou 
Ton  ose  retenir  leur  Roi,  est  la  seule  conspiration 
qui  existe,  et  que  si  cette  sainte  conspiration  sc 
contient,  c*est  uniquement  parce  que  on  croit  en- 
tendre votre  silence  et  qu'on  le  respecte  ?  Mais, 
5ire,  si  le  cri  du  mecontentement,  se  fortifiant  de 
jour  en  jour,  venoit  a  eclater  avec  une  cnergie 
predominante,  si  le  genie  tutelaire  qui  preside  aiax 
destineesde  la  France  et  k  celles  des  Bourbons> 
armoit  quelque  jour  une  fidelite  courageuse  contre 
une  licence  effrenee,alors,s2ms  doute,alors  la  Fran- 
ce retrouveroit  son  Roi  ^  il  ne  se  refuseroit  pas  a 
des  hommages  legitimes  ,  et  apres  s'6tre  resigne 
a  tout  sacrifice,  a  sesacrifier  lui-m6me  pour  ses 
peuples  lorsqu'ils  poursuivoient  le  fantdme  du 
bonbeur,  il  ne  les  abandonneroit  certainement 
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pas  lorqu*il8  voudroient  se  redimcr  des  horreurs 
de  Tanarchie. 

Ce  sont.  Sire,  les  sentimens,  les  voeux  et  les  au- 
gures  de  celui  qui  est  et  qui  serajusqu'au  dernier 
souffle  de  sa  vie, 

De  Votre  Majestc, 

Londres,  Le  tres-fidele  sujet  et  tres* 

le  9  Avril  1790.  obeissant  serviteur. 

SignS,  DE  Calonne* 

Je  reticns  Toriginal  de  la  Icttre  de  M,  Pitt,  n*e- 
tant  pas  assure  du  sort  de  celle-ci,  quoiqu'envoyee 
par  le  moyen  leplus  siirque  je  puisse  avoir.  J'osc 
ecrire  en  m6me-tems  a  la  Reine,  me  fiant  sur  la 
purete  de  mes  motifs  et  sur  Tinter^t  du  moment, 
qui  me  paroit  devoir  absorber  toutes  les  impres- 
sions anteri^ures. 


[    N<^.  9.    ] 
APPROBATION, 

-  D  o  N  N  fe  e  par  le  Pape  a  Texposition  des 
principes  sur  la  Constitution  civile  du  Clerge, 
deliberee  par  les  feveques  deputes  aux  £tats- 
generaux  et  publiee  en  leur  nom,  et  souscrite 
en  forme  d'adhesion  par  tous  Jes  £v^ues  de 
France,  a  Texception  de  quatre,  et  par  les  £v6ques 
strangers  ayant  territoire  et  juridictionen  France. 
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Cctte  approbation  est  consignee  dans  k  Bref 
adresse  par  Sa  Saintete  au  Clerge  de  France  et  i 
la  Nation  Fran9aise,  le  13  Avril  1791- 

Dilectis  Fitiis  nostris  S.  R.  E.  Cardinalibus  et 
Venerabilibus  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopis,  et 
Dilectis  Filiis  Capitulis,  Clero  et  Populo 
regni  Galliarum  :  Salutem  et  Apostollcam 
Benedictiohem. 

PjusPP.  VL 

Charitas  qiia^ydocente  Paulo  apos tola  Sic.  Sfc.SCc* 

Nostrum  inter ea  dolorem^  quo  vehementer  afficie- 
hamury  non  levis  consolatio  lenivit,  dum  interim  ma^ 
jor  Episcoporum  Gallicanorum pars  sua  spontepas- 
(oralis  sui  muneris  officiis  addicta,  et  amore  veri- 
tat  is  incensay  constanter  adversabatur  ipsi  constitu- 
tiom\  eamque  oppugjiabat  in  iis  ommbus  quce  ad 
Ecclesia  regiinen  pertinerent.  Huic  autem  con- 
solationi  nostrce  novus  quoque  cumulus  accessityubi 
Dilectus  Filius  noster  S.  S.  E.  Cardinalis  Rupe- 
fucaldiusy  (*)  Vencrabilesque  Fratres  Archiepis- 
copus  Aquensis  (f)  aliique  Archiepiscopi  et  Epis^ 
copi  ad  numerum  usque  triginta  ut  tot  tantisqut 
malls  occurrerent  ad  nos  confugemntydie  10  Octob. 

<*)  Le  Cardinal  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  President  de  I'Ordrfc 
du  Clerg^auxEtats-g^n^raux,  avant  la  reunion  des  ttois  ordres. 

(t)  L'Archev^que  d'Aix,  (Boisgelin,)  auteur  de  tExposzHon 
des  Principes, 

litteris 
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Rtteris  datts  expositionem  miserunt  super  principui 
constitutidmsclensuo  cujusquenonrine  subsrtptam, 
consiliumque  nostrum  et  opempostularunt  ettutam 
dgendi  normaniyin  qudcottquiescerent  cl  nobis  exqui^ 
sierunttanqitamicommtmimagistroetparenteJllud 
quoqite  magis  magisque  nostram  consolationem  ad^- 
auxit  quod  alii  Episcopi  bent  multiyprimis  adjunctt^ 
pradictam  expositionem  amplexi  fueranty  ita  ut 
ckm  ab  Episcopis  centum  triginta  et  uno  istius  re-^ 
gnt,  quatuor  dumtaxat  dissiderenty  ckmque  tarn 
ingenti  Episcoporum  numero,  capitulorum  etiam 
multitudoy  et  parochorum,  sive  pastorum  secundi . 
ordinis  pars  major  accederet,  hujusmodi  san6  ex-  , 
positio,  concordi  animorum  consensione  suscepta 
totius  Gallicani  Ecclesiae  doctrina  haberctur,  et 
csset, 

Datum  Romae  apud  S.  Petrum,  sub  Aiinulo 
Piscatoris,  die  13  Aprilis  1791,  Pontificatus  nostri 
ArmoXVII. 

[    NO.  10.    ] 

Ilettre  adressk  au  Roi  par  les  Ministres,  le  2 1 
Octobre   1790.  ' 

Sire, 

Lc  vceumanifeste  des  representans  de  la  Nation 
vous  determina  le  18  Juillet  de  rannee  derni^re, 

D 
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k  rappeller  deux  d'entre  nous  dans  votre  Conseil* 
L'As$embl4e  avoit  declare  soknnellement^  qu'ils 
avoieut  emporte  dans  Icuf  retraite,  I'estime  et  les 
regrets  de  la  Nation.  Vous  vouliktes  encore  pren* 
dre  dans  le  sein  de  TAssemblee^  ceux  que  depuis 
vous  avez  associes  aux  prenders^etjelle  en  a  re- 
mercie  Votre  Majestc,  jwtr  Torgane  de  son  jMre* 
sident,  qui  lui  dit  en  sot\  nom>  qu'elle  les  auroit 
presentes  ellc-m^me.        \ 

Ces  honorables  su£Fragis  nous  etoient  neces-^ 
saires^  pour  esperer  quelques  succ^s,  et  malgre  la 
difficulte  des  circonstances,  nous  crilmes  devoir 
n'ecouter  que  notre  zcle  et  notre  devouement. 

Nous  avions  en  nous-mfimes  le  sentiment  de  la 
droiture  de  nos  intentions^  il  nous  fut  peut-^rc 
permis  de  compter  que  la  confiancepublique  nous 
accompagneroit  pres  de  vous.  Sire,  qu'elle  ne 
pourroit  nous  6tre  enlevee  tant  que  nous  y  con- 
serverions  tons  nos  droits ;  et  la  loi  de  la  respon- 
sabilite  a  laquelle  nous  nous  etions  soumis  avant 
m6me  qu*elle  fut  prononcee,sembloit  devoir  nous 
mettre  a  Fabri  des  inculpations  hazardees,  milk 
fois  plus  dures  que  cette.  loi. 

Ainsi  nous  avons  du  mepriser  les  traits  de  la 
calomnie,  les  denonciations  vagues  et  tout  ce  qui 
auroit  pu  nous  distraire  des  soins  importans  de 
radministration. 

Ainsi  nous  avons  dA  nous  exposer  a  la  haine 
des  ennemis  de  I'ordre,  et  a  la  censure  de  ceux 
qui  ne  jugentles  Ministresque  par  les  ev^nemcn^ 
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ij^aj^pifecJiefit  ni  les  obstacles  ni  le  ncnhbre  ct  le 
degre  d'eflfiMrts  qui  ont  6te  deployes  contreQux* 

II  est  consolant,il  est  glorieux  pour  nous  de  pott* 
voir  invoquer  votre  temoignage  aupr^s  de  Votr6 
MajeSte  elle-mfirtie*  Elle  sait,eteHeaeula  bonti 
de  nous  le  dire  quelquefois,  combien,  daiis  \mt 
carriere  herissee  de  dif&uhes  toujours  renaissan- 
tC8>  il  nous  a  fallu  du  courage  pour  y  persevere 
iCt  supporter  le  poids  de  nos  places*  Elle  sait  qu'il 
H  laUu  nous  oublier  sans  cesse  nous*tn6mes,pour 
ne  nous  souvenir  que  de  Tamour  de  Votre  Ma* 
jeste  pour  le  bien  des  pcuples,  de  Timportance  de 
nos  obligations  et  de  notre  devouement  i  de  si 
grands  int^rAts. 

Cert  dans  les  metnes  sentlxneiis  et  les  m^mea 
principes  qui  nous  ont  fait  un  deyoir  sacre  de  tout 
sacrifice  utile,  que  nous  devons  maintenant  sup- 
plier Votre  Majeste  de  prehdre  eii  consideration 
s*il  ne  convient  pas  4  ses  inter^ts  ainsi  qu'4  la 
chose  publique  de  choisir  d*autres  ministres. 

Nous  avons  lieu  de  juger  par  ce^qui  vient  de  se 
passer  dans  rAssemblecNationale  que  nous  n'ob- 
tenons  plus  la  confiance  d*un  grand  nombre  de 
ceux  qui  la  composent,  et  quoiqu^elle  alt  dans  sa 
justice  rejette  le  decret  qui  lui  a.  6te  propose^ 
quoiqu'il  n'ait  ete  rien  articule  de  precis  contre 
nous,  quoique  la  generalite  et  ramertume  des  im« 
putations  n'annoncent  que  rimpatience  de  fixet 
sur  nous  le  tort  des  malheurs  publics,  et  qu*H 
nous  f^t  facile  de  rendre  sensible  la  puret^  d^ 
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notet  cofiduite^  soit  dan$  son  ensemble^  soit  dant 
tous  ses  details^cependant  ilpeut  r^sulter  deKedat 
mdme  de  cette  discussion^  et  du  fantdme  de  me^ 
fiance  que  Ton  chcrche  k  susciter  contte  nous,une 
impression  ficheuse  pour  le  bien  du  service  de 
Votrc  Majeste, 

Daignez  done.  Sire,  peser  dans  votre  sagesse 
ce  que  la  circonstance  demande  de  vous.  Daignez 
imposer  silence  a  votre  bonte  naturelle  et  ne  <k>n- 
suiter  que  I'inter^t  de  votre  personne  et  de  voti% 
administration. 

Notre  amour  pour  notre  patrie  et  pour  noti^ 
Roi  vivra  toujours  dans  nos  cceurs,  et  certes  quel- 
que  puisse  etre  notre  sort,  nous  meriterons  tou« 
jours  d'dtre  comptes  au  nombre  de%  bons  citoyens 
de  votre  Empire. 

Kous  sommes  &c.  &c. 

Sigrih,  l*Archev6que  de  Bordeaux,  la 

LVZERKE,  GUIGNARD,  et  LaTOUR-DU-PiN. 

R^ponse  du  Roi  aux  Ministres. 

Saint-CloB(t  k  22  Octobie. 

Je  suis  tr^s-touche  des  sen timens  que  vous  me. 
timoignez.  Personne  ne  sait  mieux  que  moi 
crombien  sent  peu  fondees  les  inquietudes  que 
Ton^  con^Xies  k  votre  sujet.  Je  vous  ai  toujours 
vus  amis  du  peuple>  de  Tordre,  de  la  justice  et  des 
loix,     Je    prendrai   en    grande    consideration 
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rotre  kttrc,  je  ferai  connoitre  a  chacun  de  vouf 
mes  intentions,  etj'attends  de  votre  zele  pourle  . 
bien  public  et  de  votre  attachement  pour  moi,  qu^ 
jusques  la  vous  n'abandonnerez  pas  vos  fonctionsu 

Signi  LOUIS, 
t£ttr€  dc  Mr.  de  la  Luzerne  au  Rou 

Paris,Ie23  0ctohre  1790, 
SiREt 

Tous  VOS  Ministres  ont  mis  sous  vos  yeux  leur 
positbn  et  Tetat  des  affaires  publiques;  mais  j'^ 
plus  particulierement  fait  sentir  k  Votre  Maje$te 
qu'il  m'est  ^evenu  impossible  de  lui  rendre  des 
services  utiles  dans'  le  departement  qu'elle  m'a 
coisfie. 

Les  desordres  s*etoiei|it  d'abord  r^panduf  dan« 
differentes  provinces  de  la  France^  et  s^  sont 
bientot  accrus.  On  a  ebranle  eusuite  la  fid^Iite 
ou  au,  moins  la  discipline  de  divers^  corps  de  trou*"* 
fNss^  aujourd'hui  e'est  dans  les  possitssions  les  plus 
e;}oignees  qu'on  suscite  ^s  troubles ;  c'est  parmi 
les  equipages  des  escadres  et  les  ouvriers  des 
ports  et  arsenaux,  qu'oil  a  seme  le  germe  de  1^ 
licence  et  de  I'insubordination. 

Ces  ports,  ces  arsenaux,  ces  escadres,  on  doit 
les  regarder  conune  la  veritable  egide  des  colo- 
nies frwfaises}  je  prierai  Votir^  Majeste  d'agre^n: 
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que  je  lui  expose  bientot  dans  im  memoire  plus 
ctendu,  en  qnel  etat  je  les  laissej  ct  que  je  lui  rende 
un  compte  detaille  de  mon  administration ;  mait 
je  vais  rapidement  tracer  une  esquisse  qui  en  prej 
sentera  les  resultats ;  elle  suflSra  pour  constater 
les  ressQurcesfaciles  a  trouver  dans  ce  qui  subsiste, 
ct  il  iniporte  de  foirc  connoitre  dte  ce  moment 
le  parti  qui  pent  etre  tire  apr^s  moij  de  ce  qui  a 
ete  fait  pendant  ma  gestion. 

Vne  marine  materielle  beaucoup  plusconsi-^ 
derable  qu'elle  ne  Va  jamais  ete  depuis  le  com<> 
mencement  du  siecle,  les  approvisioimemens 
qu*^elle  exige  rassembles,  soixante-et-rdix  vais- 
eeaux  de  ligne  et  soixante«cinq  fregates  a  flot« 
(  je  ne  comprends  dans  ce  nombre  ni  quatre  vais- 
seaux  et  deux  freg^ttes  qui  peuvent  6tre  mis  k 
I'eau  ayapt  la  fin  de  cette  annee^  ni  huit  autretf 
vaisseaux  et  quatre  fregates  en  construction>  ) 
une  foule  d'excellens  ofiiciers  qui  se  sont  signales 
pendant  la  demiere  guerte,  et  qu'on  a  constam^ 
jnpnt  exerc6^  depuis  cette  cpoque,  devxoient 
tendre  la  France  redoutable  a  toutes  les  pui&» 
sanies  maritimes,  preserver  d'insulte  ses  colonies 
et  ^tre  le  plus  sOlr  garant  du  maintien  de  la  paix. 

En  ce  moment  neanmoin$»  les  fiottes  des  autres 
nations  cpuvrent  dej&  lep  mer5,et  nos  forces  na^^ 
vales  restent  enqhainees ;  elles  se  trouvent  con» 
damnees  a  Tinaction  ?t  a  Tbertic  par  Tindisci- 
pline  des  marins,  qui  se  perpetue  par  des  mouve. 
iseps  d*iBS\jiTection   saps  c?5sc  renpuycUes^  pa? 
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les  Mupfons  deraisonnables  et  injustes  qu'on  leur 
inspire  chaquc  jour. 

Desormais,  Sire,  un  de  vos  anciens  ministres 
auroit  moins  que  qui  que  ce  soit  la  faculte  d'op- 
poser  i  cc  mal  moral  les  remMes  qu'il  faut  y  ap- 
porter.  II  est  necessaire,  il  est  instant,  comme  je 
Tai  constamment  represente  depuis  plusieurrs 
jours,  de  me  nommer  un  successeur.  Je  trahirois 
ma  conscience  et  la  verite  que  je  n*ai  jamais  dissi- 
mulee  k  Votre  Majeste,en  n'insistant  pas  de  nou- 
veau  sur  les  motifs  qui  rendent  cette  mesure 
indispensable.  Quel  que  soit  celui  que  vous  choi« 
sirez  pour  me  remplacer,  il^st  probable  qu*il  n*e- 
prouVera  pas  les  memes  difficultfes.  On  n'aura 
pas  encore  cherche  a  aliener  de  lui  ropinion  pu- 
blique.  II  recucillera  au  moins  les  premices  de  la 
feveur  populaire,  faveur  qui  pent  seconder  effica- 
cement  ses  efforts,  et  I'aider  a  etablir  Tordre. 
Cette  consideration  est  si  decisive  et  si  urgente, 
qu'aucune  autre  dans  les  circonstances  actuelles, 
ne  doit  la  balancer.  Mon  devouement  pour  vous. 
Sire,  est  et  sera  toujours  sans  bomes.  Je  n'offre 
a  Votre  Majeste  qu'une  nouvelle  preuvc  xle  mon 
attachement  pour  ses  veritables  inter^ts,  et  de  ma 
fidelite  a  mes  devpirs^  ;en  lui  adressant  ma  demis* 
lion  et  en  la  suppliant  de  Taccepter. 

Signi  LA  LuZ£1tNE. 
D4 
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Riponse  du  Roi  a  Mr.  de  la  Luzerne. 

Saint-CIottd,  le  25  Octobre. 

Vqus  m'avcz,  Monsieur,doniie  Tannee.  demicrc 
ijne  grande  preuve  de  votre  attachement  en  re» 
prenant  votre  place  quand  j'ai  era  votre  retour 
Vtile  pour  mon  service  et  pour  le  bien  de  r£tat. 
Vous  penscz  k  present  que  votre  retraite  est  ne« 
cessaire,  Je  retrouve  en  cettc  occasion  le  sen- 
timent  qui  vou>s  a  toujours  conduit,  Je  desire 
que  vous  exposiez  votre  conduitc,  conmie  vous 
me  paroissez  dans  la  resolution  de  le  faire^  et 
j'en  ferai  usage  suivant  les  circonstances,  Je 
n'oublierai  jamais,  et  j'aurai  du  plaisir  a  vous  te^* 
moigner  ma  satisfaction  des  marques  constantes 
de  devouement  que  vous  m'avez  donnees,  et 
c!est  a  regret  que  j*accepte  votre  demission* 

Sign6,L0VlS. 

[    NO.  11.    ] 
Tableau  des  d^enses  de  Pannee  1791. 

Maison  du  Roi, ^  .  .    25,000,CXX)liv» 

Maison  des  Princes  et  rempla* 
.    cement  d'apanages. 6,000,000 


Total,  .  ,  •    S  1,000,000 liv. 
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Mantant  de  r autre  part.  .  .  3 1,000,000  liv. 

Culte  et  depenses  accessoires..  ;  140,000,000 

Guerre.  .............  89,000,000 

Marine. 50,000,000 

Affaires  etrang^res 6,300,000 

Miaistres  et  autres  membres  du 

Conseil 460,000 

Bureau  de  rAdmiijistration  ge- 

nerale  de  la  direction  du  tr6- 

sor  Royal  et  du  tresor  public.  1,450^000 

Compt^bilite.  . ".  .  300,000 

Administration,    Coutrdle    des 

Fonts  et  Chaussees,  &c. .  .  .  206,000 
.  Ouvrages  d'art  et  travayx  a  la 

charge  du  tresor  public.  .  .  .  4,000,000 

Invalides  et  Quinze-Vingt. .  .  .  846,000 

Primes  et  encouragemenjs.  .  .  *  4,00Q,000 
XJniversites,  enseignement,  tra- 

vaux  litteraires 1,000,000 

Imprimerie  Royale 150^000 

Edifices  religieux,  Communaut.  *      400,000 

BibUoth^ue  du  Roi 110,000 

Jardin  des  Plantes 100,000 

Depots  pi:^lics •  •  •  •  20,000 

£colcs  des  Mines, *7,000 

Sestsion  de  la  Legislature  et  ac- 

wssoircs. 6,000,000 


Total.  .  .  .  335,349,000 liv. 


5S  A  r  F  e  K  D  I  Xi 

Montant  deVautre part. .  .  SS5,S49,O06liv* 

Pensions 16,CXX),000 

Rentes    de    rHdtel-de-ViHe, 

Paycurs  et  Controleurs.  .  .  .  15?,6OO,00O 

Autres  Rentes  perpetuelles.  .  .  4,000,000 

Autres  Rentes  viageres 3,000,000 

Reates  sui^  le  Clerge 3,000,000 

Rentes  sur  Tancien  Clerge. .  .  .  333,000 
Interets  de  I'emprunt  dc  Sep* 

tcmbrc  1789 ^  ■  2,600,000 

Interets  dVsmprunts  et  d-effets^ 

remboursables. 10,000,000     - 

Interns    d'emprunts  des  Pays 

d'fetats .  6,000,000      ' 

Autres  interns  de  creances.   .  .  129,646 
Interets  de    cautionnemens    et 

fonds  d'avance* 8,000,000 

Amiraute 6,020,000      ■ 

Interets  des  charges  de  Finance.  2,400,000 
EmpTunt  de  Genes  etd' Amster- 
dam.      .  ......  ......  3,840,000 

Indcmnites.  .  . 1,000,000 

Achat  de  numeraire.  . .  .  .  4,000/XX> 

Ateliers  de  charite  momentaaes.  ^nOOO^OOO  . 

Procedure  criminelle,.  .  ,  .  .  »  3,000,000  > 


ToTAirx.   .  4  V  .  566,27 1^646 liV. 
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Letire  de  M.  VEvSque  d'Autun,  aux  Eccl6- 
siastiques  fonctionnaires  du  Dipartement  dt . 
Sadne  et  Loire^  du  29  Dicembre  1190. 

Mes  chers  Cdlegues,  rAssemblee  nadonale 
ayant  juge  necessaire  d'imposer  aux  fonction- 
naires ecclesiastiques  le  serment  de  maintenir  d« 
tout  leur  pouvoir  la  constitution  civile  du  Cler- 
gy, j'ai  prete  ce  iserment,  aussitot  que  le  decret 
qui  Tordonne  a  ete  accepte  par  le  Roi,  et  je 
m'erapresse  de  vous  Tapprendre  Ce  devoir  que 
j'ai  rcmpli,  dans  toute  la  sincerite  de  mon  amc, 
vous  le  remplirez  surement  aussi  dans  les  mdmes 
fientimens  qui  m'ont  anime.  Non-seulement  vouf 
verrez  qu'il  importe  essentiellemcnt  au  maintien, 
ou  plutot  au  retour  decette  paix  si  desirable  dont 
nous  ne  devons  jamais  perdre  de  vue  que  nous 
sommesles  ministres ;  mais  vous  verrez  aussi  qu'il 
ne  renferme  rien  qui  doive  alarmer  la  conscience 
ia  plus^raintive ;  que  les  decrets  qui  r^glentcettc 
co*istitution,  ont  separe  avec  un  soin  religieuX  c« 
qui  appartient  au  dogme,  de  ce  qui  lui  est  entie- 
rement  etranger ;  qu'ils  ne  sont,  sur  presque  tons 
les  points,  qu'un  retour  respectable  aux  loix  le$ 
plus  pures  de  I'feglise,  que  le  terns,  ou  les  passions 
jiuinaines  avQi?nt  $i  etr^gement  after^es  ^  q^'jili 
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ont  rendu  plutot  que  donne  au  peuple  le  droit  si 
naturel  de  designer  ses  pasteurs,  et  qu'en  redui- 
sant  le  nombre  des  fcveques  par  une  nouvelle  cir* 
conscription  territoriale,  ils  n'ofFrent  k  Tesprit 
que  Texercice  le  plus  legitime  et  le  plus  incoa^ 
testable  du  pouvoir  civil  db  toutes  les  nations,  et 
non  un  empietement  sur  Tautorite  spirituclle, 
Vous  observerez  a  ce  sujet>  que,  mdme  sous  Tan* 
cien  ordre  des  choses,  la  puissance  civile,  toute 
incomplete  quelle  etoit,  auroit  pu  incontestable- 
ment^  par  des  motifs  d'une  grande  utilite  publir 
que,  auroilf  meme  du,  dans  le  cas,  par  exemplie^ 
d'une  calamite  locale,  appeller  les  habitant  d'un 
Diocese  dans  un  autre ;  que  cependant  il  seroit 
resulte  de  la,  qu'un  plus  grand  nombre  de  Fiddles 
auroient  ete  places  sous  la  juridiction  d'un  de$ 
deux  Eveques,  tandis  que  I'autre  n'auroit  plus  eu 
de  juridiction  i  exercer,  et  que  c'est  precisemenl: 
et  uniquement  ce  qui  a  et^  decrete  par  TAssemr 
blee  nationale,  mais  sans  deplacement  des  per* 
Konnes.Ce  rapprochement  bien  simple,  vous  paroi^ 
tra,  j'espere,  ainsi  qu'a  moi,  tout  a  fait  de<?isif,  Eo^ 
fin.  Messieurs^  en  improuvant,  et  toutefois  en  cher* 
i?hant  a  excuser,  autant  qu'il  sera  en  vous,  Ter* 
reur  6u  Tillusion  momentanee  de  ceux  de  nos 
collogues  qui,  jusqu'a  ce  jour,  ox>t  meconnu  ces 
verites,  vous  ferez  avec  moi  les  voeux  les  plus  ar* 
dens  pour  que  tons  les  esprits  se  reunissent 
promptement  dans  la  profession  des  m6mes  prin* 
cipes,  et  vous  montrerez  par  votre  exemple  que 
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fc  civisme  des  pasteurs  rend  encore  plus  respeo 
table  aux  yeux  des  peuples,  la  Religion  qu'ils 
cnseignent. 

La  nouvelle  circonscription  des  Dioceses  va 
m^unir  aux  travaux  de  plusieurs  d^entr^  vous  que 
je  n'ai  point  encore  Tavantage  de  connoltre :  jc 
les  conjure  d'etre  bien  convaincus  que  ce  sera 
toujours  un  bonheur  pour  moi  de  concourir  avec 
eux  a  tout  ce  que  la  Religion,  la  charite  et  le  pa- 
triotisme  leur  inspireront  pour  le  plus  grand  bien 
des  peuples  dont  les  interets  nous  sont  confies  en 
commun. 

Sign^^  llfeveque  d'Autuii. 

[    N^.  IS.    ]  ^ 

Projet  d'adresse  aux  Frangais,  ridigi  par 
MiRABEAu,  sur  la  Constitution  civile 
du  CUrgi. 

Frak^ais,  au  moment  ou  TAssemblee  na- 
tionale  coordonne  le  sacerdoce  a  vos  loix  nou- 
Velles,  afin  que  toutes  les  institutions  de  TEmpire, 
se  pr6tant  un  mutuel  appui,  votre  liberte  soit 
inebranlable;  on  s'efForce  d'egarer  la  conscience 
des  peuples;  on  denonce  de  toutes  parts  la  cons- 
titution civile  du  Clerge,  decretee  par  v6s  Repre* 
sentans,  comme  denaturant  Torganisation  divine 
4e  r£glise  chretienne,  etne  pouvant  subsister 
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avdc  les  principes  consacres  par  Tantiqtiite  eccle^ 
siasdque. 

Ainsi^  nous  n'aurions  pu  briser  les  chalues  de 
Hotre  servitude,  sans  secouer  le  joug  de  la  Foi ! .... 
Nod,  la  liberte  est  loin  de  nous  prescrire  un  si 
impraticable  sacrifice^  Regardez,  6  citoyens! 
^egardez  cette  £glise  de  France,  dont  les  fonder 
mes  s'enlacent  et  sc  perdent  dans  ceux  de  FEm* 
pire  hii-m6me,  \oytz  comme  elle  se  Tegen^re 
aveq  lui,  et  comme  la  liberte  qui  vient  du  ciel, 
au»i  bien  que  notre  Foi,  semble  montrer  en  elle 
la  compagne  de  son  etemite  et  de  sa  divinite ! 
Voyez  comme  ces  deux  filles  de  la  raison  souve- 
raine  s'unissent  pour  developper  et  remplir  toute 
la  perfectibilite  de  votre  sublime  nature,  et  pour 
combler  votre  double  besoin  d'exister  avec  gloire, 
et  d'exister  toujours ! 

On  nous  reproche  d'avoir  refuse  de  decretcr 
cxplicitement  que  la  Religion  cathoUque,  apos- 
tolique  et  romaine  est  la  Religion  naticmale. 

D'avoir  change,  sans  Tintervention  de  Tautorite 
ecclesiastique,  rancienne  demarcation  des  Dio« 
ceses,  et  trouble  par  cette  mesure,  ainsiqu'en 
d'autres  points  [de  la  constitution  civile  du  Cler- 
ge,  la  puissance  fepiscopale. 

Enfin,  d'avoir  aboli  Tancienne  forme  de  la  no- 
mination des  pasteurs,  et  de  la  faire  deterxflinet 
par  r61ection  des  peuples. 

A  ces  trois  points  se  rapportent  toutes  les  ac* 
cusations  d'irreligion  et  de  persecution  dont  on 


Touloit  fl^trir  ttntegrite,  la  sagesse  ef  I'ortho- 
doxie  de  vos  Representans.  lis  vont  repondre: 
moins  pour  se  justifter  que  pour  pr6munir  les  vfais 
amis  de  la  Religion  contre  les  clamours  fajpo* 
crites  des  cnnemis  de  la  revolution. 

Declarer  nationale  la  Religion  chretienne,  eftt 
etc  fletrir  le  caracbfere  le  plus  intime  et  le  plus 
essentiel  du  christianisme.  En  general,  la  Reli* 
gion  n'est  pas,  elle  ne  pent  etre  un  rapport  social  j 
die  est  lin  rapport  de  Thonraie  prive  avec  I'^^re 
infinL  Comprendriez-vous  ce  que  Ton  voudroit 
vous  dire,  si  Ton  vous  parloit  d'une  conscience  na^ 
tiohalef  Eh  bien !  la  Religion  n'est  pas  plus  na* 
tionale  que  la  conscience;  car  un  homme  n'cst 
pas  veritablement  religieux,  parce  qu*il  est  de  la 
religicm  d'une  nation;  etquand  il  n'yen  auroit 
qu'une  dans  Funivers,  et  que  tous  les  hommes 
se  seroient  acccordes  pour  la  professer,  il  scroit 
eficore  vrm  que  chacun  d'eux  n'auroit  un  senti- 
ment sincere  de  la  Religion  qu'autant  que  chacun 
seroit  de  la  sienne ;  c'est-a-dire,  qu'autant  qu'il 
$uivr6it  encore  cette  Religion  universelle  quand 
le  genre  humain  viendroit  a  Tabjurer. 

Ainsi,  de  quelque  mani^re  que  Ton  envisage 
une  Religion,  la  dire  nationale j  c'est  lui  attribuet 
une  denomination  insignifiante  ou  ridicule. 

Seroit-ce  comme  juge  de  la  verite,  ou  cotnme 
joge  de  son  aptitude  4  former  de  bons  citoyens 
que  le  legislateur  rcndroit  une  Religion  constitu^ 
(ionelle?    Mais  d'abord,  y  a-t-il  des  verit6s  na-^ 
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tumaks?  En  second  lieu>  pcut-il  jamais  ^tre 
utile  au  bonheur  public  que  la  conscience  des 
honmies  soit  enchainte  par  la  loi  dc  Tfetat  ?  La 
loi  ne  nous  unit  les  uns  aux  autries  que  dans  les 
points  ou  nous  nous  touchons.  Or>  les  homities 
ne  se  touchent  que  par  la  superficie  de  leur  6tre; 
par  la  pens6e  et  la  conscience,  ils  demeurent  iso- 
les  s  et  I'association  leur  laisse  k  cet  egard  I'exis- 
tence  absolue  de  la  nature, 

£nfin>  il  ne  pent  y  avoir  de  national  dans  iin 
empire  que  des  institutions  etablies  pour  produire 
des  efFets  politiques,  et  la  Religion  n'etant  que  la 
correspondance  de  la  pensee  et  de  la  spirituality 
de  rhomme  avec  la  pensee  divine,  ^vec  Tesprit 
universel,  il  s'ensuit  qu'elle  ne  peut  prendre  sous 
ce  rapport  aucune  forme  civile  ou  legale,  Le 
christianisme  principalement  §'exclut  par  son  es- 
sence de  tout  syst^me  de  legislation  locale,  JJieu 
n'a  pas  cree  ce  flambeau  pour  pr6ter  des  formes 
et  des  couleurs  i  Torganisation  sociale  des  Fran- 
9ais ;  mais  il  I'a  pose  au  milieu  de  Tunivers  pour 
6tre  le  point  de  ralliement  et  le  centre  d'unite  du 
genre  humain.  Que  ne  nous  bl4me-t-on  aussi 
de  n'avoir  pas  declare  que  le  soleil  est  rastre  de 
la  nation^  et  que  nul  autre  ne  sera  reconnu  de- 
vant  la  loi  pour  regler  la  succession  des  nuits  ct 
des  jours. 

Ministres  de  TEvangile!  vous  croyez  que  le 

-  christianisme  est  le  profond  et  etemel  syst^me  de 

.Dieu,  qu'il  est  la  raison  de  Texistence  d*un  uni- 

vers 


Vers  et  d^un  genre  humain;  qu'il  embrasse  toutes 
ks  generations  et  tons  les  terns;  qu^il  est  le  lien 
d'une  societe  eparse  dans  tous  les  Empires  du 
monde,  et  qui  se  r  assembler  a  des  quatre  vents  de 
la  terre  pour  s'elever  dans  les  spleiideurs  de  Tine-* 
branlable  Empire  de  Tetemite.  Et  avec  ces  idees 
%i  vastes,  si  universelles,  si  superieures  a  toutes 
les  localites  humaines,  vous  demandez  que  par 
tme  loi  constitutionnelle  de  notre  r6g}me  naissantj 
le  christianisme,  si  fort  de  sa  majeste  et  de  son 
antiquite^  soit  declare  la  Religion  des  Fran9ais. 

Ah !  c'est  vous  qui  outragez  k  Religion  de  no^ 
peres.  Vous  voulez  que,  semblable  a  ces  Reli* 
gions  mensongeres,  nees  de  Tignorance  des  hom- 
mes,  accreditees  par  les  dominateurs  de  la  terre, 
et  confondues  dans  les  institutions  politiques 
comme  un  moyen  d^oppressioii,  elle  soit  declaree 
la  Religion  de  la  loi  et  des  Cesars ! 

Sans  doute,  li  ou  une  croyance  absurde  a  en^ 
fante  un  regime  tyrannique,  la  ou  une  constitu- 
tion perverse  derive  d'un  culte  insense,  il  faut 
bien  que  la  Religion  fosse  partie  essentielle  de  la 
constitution. 

Mais  le  christianisme,  foible  et  chancelant  dans 
sa  naissance,  n'a  point  invoque  I'appui  des  loix, 
ni  Tadoption  des  gouvememens :  ses  ministres 
eussent  refuse  pour  4ui  une  existence  legale,  par- 
ce  qu'il  faflloit  que  Dieu  seul  parAt  dans  ce  qui 
n'etoit  que  son  ouvrage ;  et  il  nous  manqueroit 
aujourd'hui  la  preuve  la  plus  eclatante  de  sa  ve- 
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rite,  si  tous  ceu5t  qui  prpfessoient  avant  rious  cette 
Religion  sainte,  Teussent  trouvee  dans  la  legisla- 
tion des  Empires. 

O  etrange  consequence!  Quels  sont  ces 
hommes  qui  nous  demandoient,  avec  une  chaleur 
et  une  amertume  si  peu  chretienne,  un  decret 
qui  rendit  \t  christianisme  constitutionnel  t  Ce 
sont  les  memes  qui  blimoient  la  constitution 
nouvelle  3  qui  la  presentoient  comnie  la  subvei^- 
fcion  de  toutes  les  loix  de  la  justice  et  de  la  sa- 
gesse,  qui  la  denon9oient  de  toute  part  comme 
Tarme  de  la  perversite,  de  la  force  et  de  la  ven- 
geance ;  ce  sont  les  m^mes  qui  nous  disoient  que 
cette  constitution  devoit  perdre  TEtat  et  desho- 
norer  la  Nation  fran9aise. 

O  hommes  de  mauvaise  foi!  pourquoi  voidiez- 
vous  done  introduire  une  Religion  que  vous.faites 
profession  de  cherir  et  d'adorer  dans  une  legisla* 
tion  que  vous  faites  gloire  de  decrier  et  de  hair? 
pourquoi  vouliez-vous  unir  ce  qu'il  y  a  de  plus 
auguste  et  de  plus  saint  dans  Tunivers  a  ce  que 
vous  regardez  comme  le  plus  scandaleux  monu- 
ment de  la  malice  humaine  ?  Quel  rapport,  vous 
diroit  S.  Vaul,  peut-il  s'etablir  entre  la  justice  et 
Viniquite?  et  que  pourroit-il  y  avoir  de  commun 
entre  Ic  Christ  et  Belial? 

Non,  Fran9ais !  ce  n'est  ni  la  bonne  foi,  ni  la 
piete  sincere  qui  suscitent  au  milieu  de  vos  Re- 
preseptans  toutes  ces  contestations  religieusesj 
ce  sont  les  passions  des  hommes  qui  s'cflforcent 


Appendix*  67 

4et  se  cacher^ous  des  voiks  imposans  pour  cou- 
vrir  plus  impunement  leurs  tenebreux  des^eins. 

Remontez  au  berceau  d^  la  Religion  j  c'est  14 
que  vous  pourrez  vous  former  Tidee  de  sa  vraie 
nature,  et  determiner  le  mode  d'existence  sous  le- 
<juel  son  divin  fondateur  a  voulu  qu'elle  regn&l 
dans  Timiver^.  Jesus-Christ  est  le  seul  de  tous^ 
ks  Sages  qui  se  sont  appliques  a  iqstruire  les- 
hommes  et  a  ks  rendre  bons  et  heurcux,  qui  ne 
les  ait  envisages  sous  aucun  rapport  politicjue,  et 
qui  ji'ait,  en  aucune  circonstance,  mele  a  son'cn- 
^eignement  dcs  principcs  relatifs  a  la  legislation 
des  Empires.  Quelle  que  soit  Tinfluence  de  !'£- 
vangile  sur  la  moralite  humaine,  jamais  J.  C.  ni 
ses  disciples  ne  firent  entendre  que  Tinstitution 
evangelique  dOt  entrcr  dans  ks  loix  constitution- 
nelles  des  naticms.  II  n'ordonne  nulle  part  a  ceux 
qu'il  a  choisis  pour  publier  sa  doctrine,  de  la. pre- 
senter aux  legislateurs  du  monde  comme  renfer- 
i;Bant  des  vues  nouvelles  sur  Tart  de  gouvemer 
ks  peuples :  AUez  et  instruisez  ^es  hommes,  endi- 
santy  vaici  que  le  Royaume  de  Dieu  approches  et 
lorsque  votes  aitrerez  dans  une  mile  07i  ji<ins  un 
hameau,  demandez  qui  sont  ceux  qui  vetdent  vous^ 
icoutePy  et  restezy  autant  qutil  lefaudrappur  leur 
apprendre  ce  que  vous  devez  leur  enseigner  ;  mais 
si  Von  refuse  de  vous  tcoutery  sortez;  et  soyez  en 
toutprudens  comme  ks  serpens y  et  simples  comme 
les  colombes. 

L'Evangik  est  done,  par  son  institution,  une 
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Economic  toute  spirituelle  ofTerte  aux  mortels  ttk 
tant  qu'ils  ont  une  destination  ult^rieure  aux  fin^ 
it  Tassociation  civile^  et  con^deree  hors  de  toutes 
l€s  relations  politiques ;  il  est  propose  k  rhomme 
comme  sa  seconde  raison,  comme  le  supplement 
de  sa  conscience,  et  non  i  la  societe  comme  un 
nouvel  objet  de  mesures  legislatives.  Enfin,  !*£• 
Yangile  a  demande^  en  paroissant  au  monde^  que 
les  hommes  k  rcfursmt,  et  que  les  gouvememens 
fc  sotig^ssent :  c'est  U  le  caractire  exterieur  ^ui^ 
le  distingua  des  son  origine  de  toutes  ks  autres^ 
Religions  qui  avoient  tyrannise  la  terre,  et  c'est 
tussi  ce  qui  doit  k  distinguer  jusqu*i  la  fin  des 
terns,  de  tons  les  cultes  qui  ne  subsistent  que  par 
kur  incorporation  dans  ks  loix  des  Empires. 

Cest  done  une  verite  itablk  sur  la  nature  des 
choses,  sur  ks  lumi^res  du  bon  sens,  et  sur  Tes- 
sence  m^me  de  T*institution  evangelique,  que  vos 
Representans,  6  Fran9ais !  ne  devoient,  ni  ne  pou- 
voient  decr6ter  nationak,  la  Religion  catholique,r 
apostoUque  et  romaine. 

Mais,  puisque  le  christianisme  est  tine  Icono- 
mie  toute  §pirituelk,  hors  de  la  puissance  et  de 
^inspection  des  hommes,  pourquoi  nous  sommes* 
nous  attribue  le  droit  de  changer,  sans  Tintervcn- 
tion  spirituelk,  Tancienne  demarcation  des  Dio- 
ceses? 

Certes,  on  devroit  nous  demander  aussi  pour- 
quoi nous  sommes  Chretiens,  pourquoi  nous  avons 
assignc  sur  le  tresor  national,  aux  Ministres  de 
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rfivangfle  et  aux  depenses  du  culte,  la  plus  solide 
partie  des  revenus  de  Ffetat  ? 

D'apr^s  les  elemens  de  la  constitution  chre- 
tlenne,  son  culte  est  Fobjet  de  ^acceptation  libre 
des  hommes  et  de  la  toUrance  des  gouvememens* 
II  ne  peut  6tre  repute  que  souffert^  tant  qu'il  n'est 
re9U  et  observe  que  par  un  petit  nombre^des  cito* 
yens  de  TEmpire ;  mais,  d^s  qu*il  est  devenu  Ic 
culte  de  la  majority  de  la  Nation,  il  perd  sa  deno- 
mination de  culte  toUri^  il  est  alors  un  culte  regui 
Il  est  de  &it  la  Religion  du  publicy  sans  Stre  ehr 
droit,  la  Religion  nationale,  car  une  Religion  n'est 
pas  adoptee  pat  la  Nation,  en  tant  qu'elle  est  untf 
puissance,  mais  en  tant  qu'elle  est  une  collection 

d*hommes. 
Dans  cet  etat  du  culte,  son  exercice  n'ayant  au* 

ciine  conrespondance  avec  Tordre  civil,  il  en  re- 
GuHe  plusieurs  consequences* 

Premiirement.  Uautorite  eccUsiastique  peut  par- 
tager  entre  les  pasteurs,  la  conduite  spirituelle  des 
fiddles,  suivant  telles  divisions  ou  demarcations 
que  lui  prescrivent  son  interdt  et  s^  sagessejet  le 
gouvemement,  qui  n'est  lie  pat  aucun  point  au 
regime  rcligieux,  n'a  rien  4  voir,  ni  k  reformer 
dans  des  circomcriptions  qui  n'ont  pas  de  visibi- 
lite  politique. 

Secmdement.  Dans  cette  situation  du  culte,qui 
ftrt  si  long-terns  la  seule  que  Tancien  sacerdoce 
ait  demtodee  aux  puissances  de  la  tcrre,  la  sub* 
sistaxice  des  ministres^  la  construction  etrentretieu 
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des  temples,  et  toutes  les  depenses  du  cet^moniaj 
religieux,  sent  une  charge  etrangere  au  fisc ;  car 
ce  qui  n'appartient  pas  a  rinstitution  politique, 
ne  peut  6tre  du  ressort  de  la  depense  publique.  r 
Troisihnement.  Mais  du  moment  que  Finsti^ 
tution  chretienne,  adoptee  par  la  majorite  des  ci*- 
toyens  de  I'Empire,  a  ete  allouee  par  la  puissance 
nationale;du  moment  que  cette  mdme  puissance, 
prenant  sur  elle  toutes  les  charges  de  Tfitat  tem^ 
porel  de  la  Religion,  et  pourvoyant  a  tous  les  be* 
wins  du  culte  de  ses  ministres,  a  garanti  sur  la 
foi  de  la  Nation  et  sur  les  fonds  de  son  tresor;  {a 
perpetuite  et  Timmutabilite  de  Tacceptation 
qu*elle  a  faite  du  christi^isnie,des-lors  cette  Re- 
ligion  a  re9U  dans  Tfetat  une  existence  civile  et 
16gale,  qui  est  le  plus  grand  honneur  qu -une  Na- 
tion puisse  rendre  a  la  saintete  et  k  la  majeste  de 
rjfevangile,  et  d^s-lors  aussi  c'est  a  cette  puissa^fce 
nationale  qui  a  donne  a  Tinstitution  religieuse 
une  existence  civile,  qu'appartient  la  faculte  d*en 
determiner  Torganisation  civile,  et  de  lui  assignee 
sa  constitution  exterieure  et  legale,  Elle  peut  et 
elle  doit  s^emparer  de  la  Religion,  selon  le  carac- 
tere  public  qu'elle  lui  a  imprime,  et  par  tous  les 
points  ou  elle  Ta  etablie  en  cprrespondanoe  avec 
rinstitution  sociale.  Elle  peut  et  elle  doit  s'atiri- 
fcuer  Tordohnance  du  culte  dans  tout  ce  qu'elle 
Jui  a  fait  acquerir  d'exterieur,  dans  toute  Tarn-* 
pleur  physique  qu'elle  lui  a  fait  contracter,  datis 
tous  les  rapports  ou  elle  l\  mis  avcc  la  graode 
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machine  de  FEtat;  enfin,  dans  tout  ce  qui  n'est 
pas  de  sa  constitution  spirituelle,  intime  et  primi- 
tive. C'est  done  au  gouvemement  a  regler  les  de- 
marcations diocesaines,  puisqu'elles  sont  le  plus 
grand  caractere  public  de  la  Religion,  et  la  ma- 
nifestation de  son  existence  legale.  Comment  le 
ministdre  sacerdotal  ne  seroit-il  pas  subordonn6, 
dans  le  partage  des  fonctions  du  culte,  4  la  me- 
me  autorite  qui  present  les  limites  de  toutes  les 
autres  fonctions  publiques,  et  qui  determine  tou- 
tes les  circonscriptions  de  TEmpire.^ 

Eh !  que  Ton  nous  dise  ce  que  signifie  Tinter- 
vention  de  Tautorite  spirituelle  dans  une  distribu- 
tion toute  politique.  Une  nation  qui,  recevant 
dans  son  sein,et  unissant  a  son  regime  la  Religidn 
chretienne,  dispose  tellement  le  systeme  de  toutes 
ses  administrations,  que  partout  ou  elle  trouve  de? 
hommes  a  gouverner,  la  aussi  elle  prepose  un  pre- 
mier pasteur  a  leur  enseignement  religieux;  une 
telle  nation  s'attribue-t-elle  un pouvoir  sacerdotal? 
iaitreprend-t-elle  quelque  chose  sur  les  conscien- 
ces, sur  les  dogmes  de  la  Foi,  sur  ses  sacremeus, 
sur  ses  rapports  et  ses  dependances  hi6rarcbiques  ? 

Mais,  nous  dit-on,  la  jurldiction  spirituelle  des 
fcv^ques  a  chang6  avec  Tancienne  division  des 
dioceses,  ,et  il  faut  bien  que  le  Pontiff  de  Rome 
intervienne  pour  accord er  aux  Evdques  des  pou- 
voirs  accommodessila  nouvelle  constitution.  Que 
ceux  d'entre  nos  pasteur^  qui  ont  le  occur  droit 
9i  I'esprit  capable  d'observation,   s^el^vent  au 
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dessus  (Jes  idees  et  des  traditions  d'une  thcologie 
inventee  pour  defigurer  la  Religion,  et  la  subor* 
donner  aux  vues  ambitieuses  de  quelques  horn* 
mes,  et  ils  reconnoitront  que  le  fondateur  du 
christianisme  semble  avoir  constitue  son  sacer^ 
doce  d'apres  la  prevoyance  de  sa  destinee  future  j 
c*est-a-dire,  qu'il  Ta  fait  tel  qu'il  put  se  prater  a 
toutes  les  formes  civiles  des  Etats  oii  I'institutioii 
chretienne  seroit  adoptee,  et  s'exercer  dans  too* 
tes  les  directions  et  selon  toutes  les  circonscrip* 
tions  qui  lui  seroient  assignees  par  les  loix  de* 
Empires. 

Est-ce  en  donnant  a  chacun  d'eux  une  portion 
de  puissan<pe  limitee  par  des  bornes  territoriales 
que  J.  C.  a  institue  les  Apotres?  Non  ;  c'est  en 
'  conferant  a  chacun  d'eux  la  plenitude  de  la  puis-r 
sance  spirituelle,  ensorte  qu'un  seul,  poss^dant 
la  juridigtion  de  tons,  soit  etabli  le  pasteur  du 
genre  humain.  "  AUqz,  leur  dit41 ;  repande2-vous 
„  dans  rUnivers  j  prechez  r:fevangile  k  toute  crea* 

„  ture Je  vo^s  envoie  conune  mon  Pere 

„  m'a  env(^e.  " 

Si  done,  an  moment  de  leur  mission,  les  Apd^ 
tres  se  fussentpartage  Tenseignemei^t  de  ruipivers^ 
et  qu-ensuite  ks  puissances  fussent  veiiues  chanr^ 
ger  les  circonscriptions  quUIs  s^'etoient  volontait 
ren^ent  assignees,  aucun  d'eux  ie  3eroit-il  inquiete 
que  sa  juridiction  ne  se  troyvat  pas  la  mdme  } 
Croit-onqu'ilseussent  reproche  irautorit^  pubU-* 
que  de  «'ftttribuejr  I^  droit  de  re^tr^indyc  ou  d'e# 


tendre  Tautorite  spirituelle  ?  Pense-t  on  sur-tout 
qu'ils  eussent  invoque  Tintervention  de  St.  Pierre 
pour  $e  faire  reintegrer  dans  les  fonctions  de  TA- 
|>ostol$it  par  unc  mission  nouvelle  ? 

Et  poqrqiK)!  auroient-ils  recours  h  ce  premier 
c:hef  de  rtglise  universelle  ?  Sa  primaute  ne  consis* 
toit  pas  dans  la  possession  d'une  plus  grande  puis- 
sance spirituelle, ni  dans  une  juridiction  plus  emi* 
nenteetplusetendue.  Iln'avoitpasre9ude  mission 
particuliiire;il  n*avoit  pasete  etabli  le  pasteur  de$ 
hommes  par  une  inauguration  speciale  et  separee 
de  celle  des  autres  Apdtres.  St.  Pierre  etoit  pas* 
teur  en  vertu  des  m^mes  paroles  qui  donn^rent  k 
tons  ses  collegues  TUnivers  a  instruire,  et  le  genre 
humain  k  sanctifier.  Aussi  voyons-nous  St.  Paul 
et  les  autres  Apdtres  etablir-des  fev^ques  et  des 
Pr6tres>  dans  les  difTerentes  contrees  od  ils  ont 
porte  le  flambeau  de  FEvangile,  et  les  instituer 
pasteurs  des  troupeaux  qu'ils  ont  conquis  au 
christianisme  des  son  origine,  et  nous  ne  voyons 
nulle  part  qu*ils  aient  invoque,  pour  remplir  cet 
objet  sacre,  Tautorite  de  St.  Pierre,  ni  que  les 
mouveaux  pastetu^  ai^nt  att^idu  de  lui  I'lnsti* 
tution  caixmique. 

Quelle  idee  les  Pontifes  de  notre  culte  pht-ils 
done  de  leur  missk)n,  puisqu'ilsn'y  reconnoissent 
{dus  le  m^me  caract^re  dont  les  Apotres  furent 
Kv^ttts  ^  S'il  est  vrai  que  le  sacerdoce  chretien 
n^a  ^  institue  qu'ime  fbis  pour  tous  les  si^cles^ 
la  pwssance  apo^toliqiie  he  sul»istc*t-eUe  pas  au« 
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jourd'hui  dans  les  Er^ques  conune  successeurs 
des  Apdtrcs  k  runivcrsalitc  dc  sa  primitive  ins* 
titution  i  Chacun  d'eux  au  moment  de  sa  coti^ 
secration  n'est-il  pas  devetiu  ce  que  fut  chaqu^ 
Apotre  au  moment  ou  il  re^ut  la  sienne  aux 
pieds  du  Pasteur  etemel  de  TEglise  ?  Et  n'est- 
il  pas  envoye  comme  J.  C.  Ta  ete  par  son  P^  ? 
Enfin,  n'at-il  pas  ete  investi  d'une  aptitude  appli- 
cable k  tous  les  lieux^  a  tous  les  honunes^  et  tou« 
jouts  subsistante,  sans  nuUe  alteration,  au  milieu 
de  tousles  changemens^detous  les  accroissemens 
et  de  toutes  les  variations  que  peuvent  eprouver 
la. demarcation  des  £glises  ? 

Veillez  potre  condtdte,  dit  St  Paul  aux  Ev^ques 
qu'il  avoit  etablis  en  Asie,  veillez  voire  conduite 
et  celle  du  troupeau  pour  lequel  le  St.  Esprit  vou$ 
a  consacrh  Eviques,  en  vous  donnant  le  gouveme^ 
ment  de  VEglise  de  Dieu,  que  J.  C.  afandee  par 
son  sang.  Pcsez  ces  paroles,  et  demandez-vous 
si  St»  Faul  croyoit  a  la  locality  de  la  Juridiction 
6piscopale. 

Les  Evdques  sont  done  essentiellement  charges 
du  regime  de  I'Eglise  universelle,  comme  I'e^ 
toient  les  Apotres :  leur  mission  est  actuelle,  im-» 
mediate,  et  abwdument  indipendantc  de  toiite 
circonscription  locale*  Uonction  de  Fepiscopat 
sufEt  aussi  a  leur  Institution,  et  ils  n^iont  pas  pias 
besoin  de  Ja  sanction  du  Ponti&.de  HomeJqoa 
S.  Paul  n'eut  besoin  de  celle  de  S.  Pierre^  Le 
Pontife  de  Rome  n'est  cpmiae  S.  Pieqx  Ic^fut 


ApPEKDtX.  t5 

hii  m^me,  que  le  pasteur  indique  pour  etre  le 
point  de  reunion  de  tous  les  pasteurs,  Tinterpel- 
lateur  des  juges  de  la  Foi,  le  depositaire  de  la 
croyance  de  toutes  les  Eglises,  le  conservateur 
de  la  communion  universelle,  et  le  surveillant  de 
tout  le  regime  interieur  et  spirituel  de  la  Religion. 

Or,  tous  ces  rapports  n'etablissent  aucune  dis- 
tinction ni  aucune  dependance  reellement  hierar* 
ehique  entre  lui  et  les  Ev6ques  des  autresEglisesj 
€t  ceux-ci  ne  lui  doivent  en  montant  sur  le  siege, 
que  Tattcstation  de  leur  union  au  centre  de  la 
Foiuniverselle,deleurvolonte  d'etre  pasteurs  dans 
Fesprit  et  dans  le  sens  de  la  croyance  catholique, 
etde  correspondre  au  saint  siege  comme  au  prin-r 
cipal  tronc  de  Tautorite  que  J,  C.  a  donnee  a 
son  Eglise. 

On  ne  connut  jamais  dans  Tantiquite  ecclesiafr- 
tique  d'autres  formes  pour  Tinstallation  des  Pon- 
tifes:  je  prof  esse ^  ecrivoit  autrefois  un  Evfique  au 
Pape  S*  Damase,  quejV  suis  uni  de  comviunio7i  ^ 
votre  SaintetS,  c^est-i-direyi  la  Chaire  de  S.  Pierre^ 
Je  sots  que  VEglise  a  He  bdtie  sur  cette  pierre. 
Cehti  qui  mange  la  Pdque  hors  de  cette  maison, 
est  un  profane  j  qui  rC amasse  pas  avec  vous,  est  un 
Ampateur.  VoiR  la  determination  precise  du 
lapport  que  J.  C.  a  etabli  entre  S,  Pierre  et  les 
atitres  Apdtres,  et  la  seule  r^gle  de  la  correspond 
dance  k  maintenir  entre  Rome  et  toutes  fcs  Egli-^ 
9e$  de  la  catholicite  s  et  c'est  aussi  la  seule  dont 
KAsw|9ble«;  Ns^tionale  ¥ut  twomm^  Tobsej^ 
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vation  aiflt  premiers  pasteurs    dc  TEglise    de 
France. 

C'est  en  recourant  h  ccJtte  source  antique  et 
incorruptible  de  la  vraie  science  ecclesiastique, 
que  les  bons  esprits  se  convaincront  aussi  que  les 
Eveques  metropolitains  re9oivent,  par  la  seule 
occupation  du  siege  dcsigne  pour  metropole,  tous 
les  pouvoirs  necessaires  pour  excrcer  leurs  fonc- 
tions.  C'est  sur-tout  en  France  une  verit6  de 
principe,  que  la  puissance  episcopale  n'a  d'au* 
tres  limites,  que  celles  que  des  considerations 
d*ordre  et  de  police  ont  force  de  prescrire ;  c'est- 
a-dire,  des  homes  purement  territoriales.  Les 
miRtropoles  ne  sont-elles-mfemes  que  des  etablis- 
semens  de  police.  L'episcopat  du  iftetropolilain 
n*est  pas  different  de  celui  de  ses  Eveques  sufira* 
gans.  Sa  superiorite  sur  eux,  il  ne  la  tient  pas 
d'lme  mission  particuli^e,  mais  seulement  de  la 
ville  ou  son  siege  est  etabli.  Cette  esp6ce  d*hi6- 
rarchie  sacerdotale,  etoit  toute  calquce  sur  Ik 
hierarchic  civile;  et  les  empereurs  designoient  k 
leur  grc,  le  siege  de  ces  6tablissemens. 

Nous  accusera-t-on  d^avoir  encore  rctreci  la 
puissance  episcopale^  d'avoir  61evc  le  simple  sa* 
cerdoce  au  niveau  deTEpiseopat?  Ne  semblc-t* 
il  pas  plutot  que  notre  premier  bbjet  dans  les 
dispositions  que  nous  avons  statueres  sur  son  r6* 
gime,  ait  etc  de  lui  rendre  cette  immensite  qu'il 
eut  dans  son  engine,  et  de  ditruire  toutes  ces 
Kmites  o^  \m  ancien  et  ipais  nuage  dc  prejtige^ 
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#t  d*eiTeursen  avoit  concentre rexcrcici2?Amoin9 
que  ce  n^eAt  ete  rompre  la  gradation  hierarchi- 
que  qui  distingue  les  premiers  pasteurs  inferieurs, 
que  de  donner  k  ITEvfeque  de  chaque  Eglise  un 
conseil,  et  de  regkt  qu'il  ne  pourroit  faire  aucun 
acte  d'autorite  €7i  ce  qui  conceme  le  gouverne* 
ment  du  diocise  qu'apres  en  avoir  delibere  avec 
le  presbytere  diocesain:  comme  si  cette  superio- 
rite  que  le  ppntife  possede  de  droit  divin  sur  so» 
clerge  Taffranchissoit  du  devoir  impose  de  djvit 
naturel  k  tous  les  hommes  charges  d'un  soin 
Taste  et  difficile,  d'invoquer  •  le  secours  et  de? 
consnlter  les  lumieres  de  rexperience,  de  la  ma- 
turite  et  de  la  sagesse :  comme  si  dans  ce  point, 
de  m^me  que  daris  tous  les  autres,  TAsscmblee 
Nationalc  n'avoit  pas  retabli  les  usages  de  Tan- 
cienne  Eglise.  Tout  s'y  faisoit  par  conseil,  dit 
Fleury,  parce  gu'on  ne  cherchoit  qvHcL  y  faire 

rigner  la  raison,  la  rigle^  la  volontSde  Dieu. ' 

En  chaque  Eglise  ^VEvique  ne  faisoit  ri^n.J!impor^ 
tant  sans  le  conseil  des  pritres  de  son  diocise  et  des 
prindpaux  de  son  clerge.  SouventmSme  il  consultoit 
taut  k  peiipky  qtiand  il  avoit  inter  it  d  tqffaire- 
ctyntme  omx  ordinations. 

Mais  la  mfeme  puissance  qui  possede  exclusi- 
vement  la  legislation  nationale  a-telle  pu  et  di> 
faire'aisparoitre  Tancienne  forme  de  la  nomination 
des  pasteurs,  et  la  soumettre  a  Felection  des  peu* 
pies  ? 

Oui,  certes,  elle  a  eu  ce  droits  si  Tattributioa' 
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d'une  fonctlon  appartient  cssentiellcment  a  ctvm» 
qui  en  sent  Tobjet  et  la  fin ;  et  le  sactf rdoce  frao- 
^ais  lui  doit  aussi  a  cet  egard  Texcmplc  du  rcf* 
pect  et  dc  Tobeissance.  C'est  pour  les  hommes 
qu'il  existe  une  Religion  et  un  sacerdoce,  et  non 
pour  la  divinite  qui  n'en  a  pas  besoiri.  Tout  Pen- 
iifey  dit  S.  Paul,  choisi  du  milieu  des  hommes,  est 
itabli  pour  le  service  des  hommes;  il  doit  itre  td 
qu'il  sache  covipatir  it  Vignorancey  se  pUer  i  la/ai* 
blesse,  et  iclairer  Verreur. 

Et  non  seulcment  TApotre  proclame  ici  le  droit 
du  peuplc  aux  elections  ecclesiastiques,  comme 
derivant  de  la  nature  des  choses,  mais  il  Tappuie 
par  des  <:onsiderations  particuli^res  d'ordre  et  de 
circonstance.  Le  service  sacerdotal  est  un  mi- 
nistere  d'humanite,  de  condescendance,  de  z^e 
ct  de  charitci  c*est  pourquoi  St.  Paul  recom^ 
mande  de  ne  confier  qu'a  des  hommes  doues 
d'une  ame  vraiment  patemelle  et  sensible,  qu'a 
des  hommes  des  long-tems  exerces  aux  bonnes 
actions,  et  connus  publiquement  par  leurs  incli- 
nations  pacifiques  et  leurs  habitudes  bienfaisan- 
tes;  c*est  pourquoi  aussi  il  indique  pour  juges  de 
leur  aptitude  aux  fonctions  de  Pontife  et  de  pas- 
teur  du  peuple,  ceux  qui  ont  ete  les  spectateurs 
de  leur  conduite  et  les  objets  de  leurs  soins. 

Cependant,  parce  que  TAssemblee  Natipnale 
de  France,  chargee  de  proclamer  les  droits  sacres 
du  peuple,  Ta  rappelle  aux  elections  ecclesiasti- 
-ques,  parce  qu'elle  a  retabli  Tantique  forme  de 
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ces  elections,  ct  tire  de  sa  desuetude  un  precede 
qui  fut  une  source  de  gloire  pour  la  Religion^ 
aux  beaux  jours  de  sa  nouveaute,  voila  que  des 
tninistres  de  la  Religion  crient  a  I'usurpation,  aii 
scandale,  a  Timpiete;  reprouvent  coxnme  un  at- 
tentat a  la  plus  imprescriptible  aubrite  du  Ckr- 
ge,  le  droit  d'election  restitue  au  peuple,  et  oseht 
reclamer  le  concours  pretendu-necessaire  du  Pon- 
tife  de  Rome. 

.  Lorsqu'autrefois  un  Pape  immoral  et  un  des- 
pote  violent  fabriquerent,  a  Tinsu  de  TtgHse  et 
de  TEmpirCjCe  contrat  profane  et  scandaleux,ce 
concordat  qui  n'etoit  que  la  coalition  de  deux 
usurpateurs,  pour  se  partager  les  droits  et  Tor 
des  Fran9ais,  on  vit  la  Nation  et  son  Clerge  op- 
poser  a  ce  brigandage  tout  Teclat  d'une  resis- 
tance ivianime,  redemander  les  elections,  et  re- 
vendiquer  avec  une  energie  perseverante  la  pra-^ 
gmatiquey  qui  seule  avoit  fait  jusqu'alors  le  droit 
conmiun  du  Royaume. 

.  Et  c'est  ce  concordat  irreligieux,  cette  conven- 
tion simoniaque  qui,  au  tems  ou  elle  se  fit,  attira 
sur  elle  tous  les  anathemes  du  sacerdoce  fran9ais; 
c*est  cette  stipulation  criminelle  de  Tambition  et 
de  Tavarice,  ce  pacte  ignomiriieux  qui  imprimoit, 
depuis  des  si^cles,  aux  plus  saintes  fonctions  la 
tache  honteiise  de  la  venalite,  qu'aujourd'hui  nos 
prelats  bnt  Timpudeur  de  reclamer  au  nom  de  la 
Religion,  a  la  face  de  Funivers,  a  cote  du  berceau 
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de  la  liberte^  dans  le  sanctuaire  des.  loix  reg^e^ 
ratrices  dc  TEmpirc  ct  dc  TAutd* 

Mais,  dit-on,  le  choix  d€s  pasteurs  confie  a  la 
disposition  du  peuple  ne  sera  plus  que  le  produit 
de  la  cabale. 

Parmi  les  plus  implacables  detracteurs  du  re* 
tablissement  des  elections,  combien  en  est*il  i 
qui  (nous  pourrions  faire  cette  terrible  reponse } 
**  Est-ce  k  vous  k  empruntet  Taccent  de  la  piete 
pour  condamner  une  loi  qui  vous  assigne  des  suc- 
cesseurs  dignes  de.  Testime  et  de  la  veneration 
de  ce  peuple  qui  n*a  cesse  de  conjurer  le  ciel 
d*accorder  a  ses  enfans  un  pasteur  qui  les  console 
et  les  edifie  ?  Est-ce  k  vous  d'invofiuer  la  Reli- 
gion contre  la  stabilite  d'une  constitution  qvu  doit 
en  dtre  Tinebranlable  appuij  vous  qui  te  pourriez 
soutenir  un  seul  instant  la  vue  de  ce  que  vous 
4tes,  si^  tout d coup Taustercveritevenoit  imam- 
fester  au  grand  jour  les  tenebreuses  et  laehes  intri* 
gucs  qui  ont  determine  votre  elevation  a  l^Espis- 
copat,  vous  qui  6tes  les  creatures  de  la  plus  per- 
verse administration,  vous  qui  etes  le  firuit  de 
cette  iniquitc  effrayante,  qui  appelloit  aux  pre- 
miers emplois  du  sacerdoce  ceux  qui  croupis- 
soient  dans  Toisivete  et  I'ignorance,  et  qui  femioit 
impitoyablementles  portes  du  sanctuaire  i  la  por- 
tion sage  et  laborieuse  de  Tordre  ecclesiastique  ? 

Comment  ces  hommes  qui  font  Ostentation 

d*un  si  Igrand  ^le  pour  assurer  aux  Eglises  un 

choix  de  pasteurs  dignes  d'un  nom  si  saint,  com- 

I  _  4  ment 
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ment  ont-ils  done  pu'se  tairc  si  long-terns,  lors- 
quils  voyoient  le  sort  de  la  Religion,  et  le  partage 
des  augustes  fonctions  de  TApostolat  abandonnes 
k  la  gcstion  d*un  ministre  esclave  des  intrigues 
qui  environnoient  le  trone?  Les '  oceasions  de 
s'eiever  contre  un  sacrilege  trafic,  se  presentoient 
au  Clerge  a  des  )epoques  regudi^rement  renais^ 
santes :  que  faisoit-ii  dans  ses  assemblees  t  Au 
li^u  de  chercher  un  remedrf  k  la  deplorable  des* 
tinee  de  la  Religion,  et  d'eckirer  la  sagesse  d'tm 
prince  religieux  et  juste,  sur  Timpiete.  qui  laissoit 
Je  soin  de  pourvoir  de  pasteurs  FEglise  de  France 
aux  impitoyables  oppresseurs  qui  se  jouoient  de  la 
dctresse  et  des  larmes  du  peuple,  il  portoit  pueri- 
lement  aux  pieds  du  Monarque  un  vain  et  lAche 
tribut  d'adulation,  ^t  des  contributions  dont  il 
imposoit  la  charge  a  la  classe  pauvre,  assidue  et 
residente  des  ouyriers  cvangclique*. 
.  Et  qui  ne  yoit  que  demander  une  autre  forme 
de  nomination  aux  offices  ecclesiastiques,x*eftt 
Mi  dans  nos  prolats,  condamner  trop  ouverte* 
inent.  leur  creation  anti-canonique,  et  s'iv6uer  a 
la  face  de  la  Nation  pour  des  intrus  qu'il  falloit 
4ea*ituer  ou  remplacer. 

Que  si,  n^osant  regencrer  d*unc  mani^re  abso*- 
lue,  le  retabUsscment  de  la  forme  elective  pour 
les  offices  ccclesiastiques,  les  Prelats  nous  repe^ 
-tent  encore  que  le  mode  decr^te'par  le  Coips  lei- 
gisktif,  est  contratre  aux  formes  anciennes  qui 
toujours  accorderent  au  sacerdoce  les  honneurs 
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de  U  preponderance,  nous  leur  demanderons  sKs 
ent  trouve  cette  influence  fondee  sur  une  loi  pre- 
cise de  la  constitution  evangelique,  et  si  ellc  ctoit 
un  cfFet  des  regies  sur  lesquelles  J.  C.  a  organise 
k  regime  de  la  Religion ;  nous  leur  demanderons 
quelles  furent  les  premieres  6l€ctions  qui  suivirent 
immrdiatement  la  fondatioa  du  Chr^stianisme. 
La  multitude  des  disciples  choisit  sur  Tinvitation 
des  Apdtres,  sept  hommes  pleins  du  S.  Esprit  ct 
dc  sagesse,  pour  les  aider  dans  les  soins  de 
TApostokt.  Ces  hommes 're5urent  des  Apdtres 
rimposition  des  mains^  et  ils  furent  les  premiers 
Diacres. 

Et  de  nos  jours,  quand  et  comment  le  Clerge 
intervenoit-il  done  dans  le  travail  de  la  distribu- 
tion d^s  places  dioc^saines  et  paroissiales?  II  y 
avoit  des  sieges  pontificaux  k  remplir,  et  le  Roi  les 
donnoit  H  y  avoit  des  titres  de  riches  Abbayes  k 
conferer,  ct  laCour  les  conferoit.  Une  tr^s-grande 
partie  des  benefices-cures  etoient  k  la  disposition 
des  patrons  ou  collateurs  laics,  et  ces  laics  en  dis- 
posoient.  Un  non  catholique,  un  juif,  par  la  simple 
l^equisltion  de  certaines  seigneuries^  devenoient 
les  arbitres  de  la  destineee  de  la  Religion  et  de 
Tetat  moral  d'un  grand  nombre  de  Paroisses. 
Ainsi  les  grands  titres  et  les  grandcs  places  de 
J'figlise  se  distribuoient  sans  la  participation  et 
m^me  k  l'in9U  du  Clerge;  et  ce  qui  lui  restoit  de 
4tQit  sur  lei  nominatjions  obscures  et  ^ubaltemes^ 
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ne  servoit  qu'a  reiidre  plus  publique  et  plus  sen- 
sible sa  nulike  eh  administration  beiieficiale. 

Sans  doute,  il  fut  un  ^ge  de  TEglise  ou  le  sacer- 
dcHce  pi-esidoit  les  assemblees  convoquees  pour 
creer  des  Pastcurs,  et  le  peuple  regloitj  sur  le 
suffice  du  Clerge>  la  determination  de  son  choilc; 
mais  pourquoi  nos  Pr61ats,  au  lieu  de  s'arreter  a 
des  terns  intenrt^diaires,  ou  les  formes  primitives 
6toient  alt6rees,  ne  remoiltent-ils  pas  jusqu*^  ces 
elections  si  contigues  au  berceau  de  TEglise  oii 
chkque  ville  et  chaque  hameau  avoit  son  Pontife 
''et  ou  le  peuple  seul  proclamoit  et  intronisoit  son 
Pasteur?  Car  il  faut  bien  f emarquer  que  Tassocia* 
tion  du  Clerge  aux  assemblees  electives  date  de 
la  diminution  des  sieges  episcopaux,  c'est-a-dire, 
qu'elle  a  sa  cause  dans  la  difficulte  d'assembler 
la  multitude  de  ceux  qui  appartenoient  ^  tine- 
seule  Eglise. 

A  ces  m^mes  ^poques  oA  le  sacerdoce  etoit 
IVime  des  assemblees  convoquees  pour  relectipn 
des  ministres  du  sanctuaire,  les  tv^qUes^pauvres 
•et  austeres  portoient  tout  le  fardeau  du  ministere 
religieuxi  Les.  Pfetrcs  inferieurs  n'etoient  que 
leurs  assistans.  C'etoient  les  Ev^ues  seuls  qui 
<jffroient  le  sacrifice  public,  qui  pr^choient  les  fi- 
-d^ks,  qui  cat6chisoient  les  enFans,  qui  portoient 
les  aumdnes  de  TEglise  dans  les  reduits  de  Tin- 
fortuhe,  qui  visitoient  les  asiles  publics  de  la  vieil- 
lesse,  de  Tinfirmite  et  de  Tindigence,  qui  pa^ 
^Wroient  de  fcwrs  pieds  meurtris  et  venerablei, 
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les  vallees  profoodes  et  fe$  montagnes  e$carpeef» 
pour  repandre  ks  lumi^es  et  Its  consolations  de 
la  Foi  dans  le  sein  dcs  innocens,  habitans  des 
champs  et  des  bourgades.  Voili  des  faits  pre- 
cisement  paralleles  i  celui  de  Tinfluence  des 
Ev^ques  sur  le  choix  des  Pasteurs.  Or,  voudroit* 
on  transformer  ces  faits  en  autant  de  points  du 
divit  ecclesiastique,  et  prononcer  que  la  conduite 
des  Prelats>  qui  n'evangelisent  pas  leur  troupeau, 
et  qui  voyagent  dans  des  chars  S(Hnptueux»  est 
contraire  k  la  constitution  essentielle  de  TEglise? 

La  forme  adoptee  par  TAssemblee  nationals 
est  done  la  plus  saine,  puisqu'elle  est  la  plus  con* 
forme  aux  procedes  des  terns  apostoliques,  et  que 
rien  n'est  si  cvangelique  et  si  pur  que  ce  qui 
derive  de  la  haute  antiquite  ecclesiastique. 

La  coupable  resistance  des  PrStres  aux  loix  dc 
leur  pays,  Topini^trete  de  lem^  efforts  pour  faire 
revivre  le  double  despotisme  du  sacerdoce  et  du 
trdne,  ont  aliene  d'eux  la  confiance  de  leurs  too- 
citoyens,  et  ils  n'ont  pas  ete  appelles  de  nos  jours 
en  grand  nombre  dans  les  corps  charges  desor* 
mais  de  proclamer  les  choix  du  peuple. 

Mais  le  tems  arrivera  ou  une  autre  generation 
de  Pasteurs  crees  par  les  citoyens,  s'attachant 
aux  loix  et  k  la  liberte,  comme  k  la  source  de  son 
existence  et  de  sa  vraie  grandeur,  regagnera  cette 
battte  consideration,  qui  donnoit  tant  d'autorit6 
au  tacerdoce  de  Tancienne  Eglise,  et  rendoit  s|i 
pr6sence  si  ch^re  a  ces  assemblees  majestueuses(» 


ou  les  tttzms  d*tm  peiiple  innombr^ble  poitoient 
soiennellement  la  thiare  sacrec  sur  la  tSte  la  pixis 
humble  et  la  plus  sage. 

Alors  les  defiances  inquietes  et  les  fiaup9ons 
^cheux  disparoltront.    La  confiance,  1e  respect 
et  ramour  du  pauvre  ouvriront  aux  Pr^tres  le$ 
portes  de  ces  as^emblees  comme  aux  plus  res- 
pectables conservateurs  de  Tesprit  public  et  de 
rincorruptible  patriotisme.  On  s'honorera  de  dc- 
ferer  k  leurs  suffrages;  car  rien  n'est  en  effet  plus 
honorable  pour  une  Nation,  que  d'accorder  une 
grande  autorite  k  ceux  que  son  cfaoix  n'a  pu  ap- 
peler  aux  grandes  places  de  la  Religion,  sans 
leur  reconnoitre  Tavantage  des  grands  talens  et 
le  merite  des  grandes  vertus.  Alors  le  sacerdoce 
et  TEm^ire,  la  Religion  et  la  patrie,  le  sanctuaire 
des  myst^res  sacres,  et  le  temple  de  la  liberte,  des 
loix,  au  lieu  de  se  croiser  et  de  se  heurter  au  gre 
des  inter^ts  qui  jdivisent  les  hommes,  ne  compo- 
seront  plus  qu'un  seul  systeme  de  bonheur  public, 
et  la  France  apprendra  aux  nations,  que  TEvan- 
gile  et  la  liberie  sont  les  bases  inseparables  de  la 
vrjue  legislation,  et  le  fondement  etemel  de  Tetat 
le  plus  parfait  du  genre  humain. 

Voila  r^poque  glorieuse  et  salutaire  qu*a  voulu 
preparer  TAssemblee  nationale,  que  h&teront  de 
concert  avec  les  loix  nouvelles,  la  lumiere  eMes 
vertus  du  sacerdoce,  mais  que  pourroient  aussi 
regulcr  ses  prejuges,  ses  passions,  ses  resis* 
tances, 

F  3 
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•  Pasteurs  et  disciples  de  rErangile^  qui  calom^ 
niez  les  principes  des  legrsfeteursde  votre  patrie, 
savez-vous  [ce  que  vous  faites  ?  Vous  consolers 
rimpiete  des  insurmcmtables  obstacles  que  la  loi 
ayoit  opposes  auxprogr^sde  wii  desolant  syst^me; 
ct  c'est  de  vous-memes  que  Tennemi  du  dogme 
6vangelique  attend  aujeurd*hui  Tabolition  de 
tout  culte,  et  Textinctiori  de  tout  sentiment  reli-# 
gieux,  Figurez^vous  que  les  partisans  de  rirr6* 
}igiQn>  calculant  les  gradations  par  ou  le  faux 
z61e  de  la  Foi  la  conduit  a  sa  perte,  prononcent 
dans  leur  cercle  ce  terrible  discours, 

**  No3representans  avoient  reporte  surles  bases 
antiques  Tedifice  du  christianisme,  et  nos  mesures 
^ur  le  renverser  etoient  a  jamais  deqoncertees, 
Mais  ce  qui  devoit  donner   a  la  Religion  une 
si  grande  et  si  imperturbable  existence,  devient 
maintenant  le  gage  de  notre  triomphe  et  le  signal 
de   la  chiitc  du   sacerdoce  et  de  ses  temples, 
Voyez  ces  Prelats  et  ces  Pr^tres  qtii  soufflent  dans 
toutes  les  contrees  du  Rc^aume  Tesprit  de  sou* 
levement  et  de  fureur  ^  voyez  ces  protestations 
perfides  ou  Ton  menace  de  Tenfer  ceux  quire9oi- 
ventja  Iibcrte,etq\ii  refusent  de  redemander  Tesj 
clavage  auxquels  ils  ont  echappe.     Voyez  cette 
afFeetation  de  preter  aux  fegislateurs  de  TEmpire 
le  caractere  atroce  des  anciens  persecuteurs  des 
Chretiens,     Voyez  le   sacerdoce  meditant    sans  • 
cessc  des  moyens  pour  s'emparer  de  la  force  pu- 
blique,  pour  la  deployer  contra  ceux  qui  Tpnt 
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d^pbuine  de  ses  anciennes  TOurpations,  pdwt  re- 
monter  sur  le  tritoe  de  son  orgneil^  pour  faire  r«* 
fluer  dans  ses  palais  un  or  qui  en  etoit  le  scan-^ 
dale  et  la  hontc,  Yoyez  avec  quelle  ardeur  il 
egare  les  consciences,  alahnc  la  |)iete  des  simples^ 
effraie  latimite  desfoibfes,  et  comroe  ils'attache 
i  faire  croire  a'u  peupie  que  la  revolution  et  la 
Heligion  ne  peuvent  subsister  ensemble.  '* 

Or,  le  pcuple  finira  par  le  croire  en  eflfet ;  el 
balance  dans  Fakernative  d'etre  chretJeJi  ou  Hbrej^ 
y  prendrale  parti  qui  coutera  le  moins  a  son  be- 
soin  de  respirer  de  ses  anciens  malheurs :  et  alors 
E  abjurera  son  christianisme ;  il  nlaudira  ses  pas^ 
teurs^  il  ne  voudra  plus  connbit^e  ni  adorer  que  le 
Dieu  createur  de  la  nature  et  de  la  liberte ;  et  alort 
tout  ce  qui  lui  retracera  le  souvenir  du  Dieu  de 
I'Evangile  lui  sera  o<fieux;  il  Ae  voudr^  plus  «a* 
crifief  que  sur  Fautel  de  la  patrie  ;  line  v^na  ses " 
ahciens  temples  (|ue  comme  des  monumens-  qui 
ne  sauroient  plus  servir  qu'a  attester  combien  il 
fiit  long-tems  le  jbuet  de  Timposture  et  la  victime 
du  mensonge,^  il  ne  pourra  done  plus  souffrrr  que 
le  prix  de  sa  sueur  et  de  son  sang  soient  appliques 
aux  depensesd'uncultequ'elie  rejette,  etqu^une 
portion  immense  de  la  ressource  publique  soit 
appliquee  a  un  sacerdoce  conspirateur*  Etvoikt 
comment  cette  Religion,  qui  a  resiste  k  toutes 
les  controverses  humaines,  etoit  destinee  i  s*a- 
lieantir  daliis  le  tombeau  que  lui  consacroient  ses 
pr-opres  ministres. 
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Ah !  tremblcz  qoe  ccttc  supputation  de  Tin- 
crediilite  ne  se  soit  fondee  sur  les  plus  ahmnantes 
vraisemblances: !.  Ne  dirok-ori  pas  que  tous  ceux 
qui  se  font  une  etude  de  decricr  comme  attenta- 
toire  aux  droits  de  la  Religion,  le  ^roced&  que 
Tos  representans  ont  suivi  dans  Torganisation  du 
minist^re  ecclesiastique;  ne  croirott-on  pas  qu'ils 
ont  le  m6me  but  que  Timpiete,  qu'ils  prevoient 
le  m^e  denouement,  etqu'ils  sont  resolus  k  la 
perte  du  Christianisme,  pourvu  qu'ils  soient  ven- 
g6s,  et  qu'ils  aient  epuise  tous  les  mojrens  de  re-^' 
couvrer  leur  puissance  et  de  nous  replonger  dans 
la  servitude.  C'cst-^-dire,  que  la  seule  difference 
qui  distingue  ici  la  doctrine  irr61igieuse  de  Taris* 
tocratie  ccclesiastique ;  c*cst  que  la  premiere 
ne  souhaite  la  ruine  de  la  Religion,  que  pour 
rendre  plus  s6r  le  triomphe  de  la  constitution 
et  de  la  liberte,  et  que  la  seconde  ne  tend  a  la 
destruction  de  la  Foi  que  dans  Tespoir  de  la  voir 
entratner  dans  sa  chAte  la  liberte  et  la  constitution 
de  TEmpire :  Tune  n'aspire  k  voir  salois*eteindre 
parmi  nous,  qu*en  croyant  qu'elle.  est  im  obs- 
tacle a  la  parfaite  liberte  des  hommes ;  Tautre  ex* 
pose  la  Foi  aux  plus  grands  dangers,  dansle  des- 
sein  de  vous  ravir  ce  que  vous  avez  reconquis  de 
vos  droits,  ct  de  jouir  encore  une  foia  de  votre 
abaissement  et  de  votre  mis^re.  Eiifin,  Tune  ne 
bait  daris  la  Religion  que  ce  qui  paroit  y  con-» 
sacrer  des  principes  favorables  aux  tyrans;  et 
I'autre  la  livre  volontairement  k  tous  les  hazards 
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d'lm  choc  dont  elle  attend  le  retour  dela  tyranbicj, 
et  la  renaissance  de  tous  les  prdres.  Ainsi,  Tesprit 
d'humanite  qui  se  nufele  aux  entreprises  de  rin* 
credulite  ccmtre  TEvangile,  en  adoucit    et  en- 
felt,  en  qndque  sorte,  pardonner  la  tei^erite  et- 
rinjurtice.     Mais  comment  pourroit  ^tre  excuse 
notre  sacetdoce  du  mal  qu'il  fait  k  la  Religioii, 
pour  renfbncer  les  hommea  dans  le  maUniur  et- 
recourrer  une  puissance  d(mt  la  privation  aou- 
leve  toutes  ses  passions  et  consteme  toittes  ses 
habitudes?   . 

O  vous,  qui  etes  de  bonne  foi  avec  Ic  CSel  et» 
votre  cbniscience,  pasteurs  <iui  n'avez  balance, 
jusqu'a  ce  jour  a  sceller  de  votre  serment  la  nou- 
velle  constitution  civile  du  clerg6,  que  par  Tap-, 
prel^nision  sincere  de  voiis  rendre  CQmplices  d'unc 
lisurpation ;  rappellez-vous  ces  tems  anciens  oA 
la  Foi  chretienne',  refduite  k  concentrer  toute  sji 
majeste  et  tous  ses  tresors  dans  le  silence  et  les 
ten^bres  des  cavernes,  tressailloit  d'une  joie  si 
douce  et  si  pure  lor;squ'on  venoit  annoncer  a  ses 
pontifes  wstdres  et  venerables  le  repos  du  glaive 
de  la  persecution,  lorsqu'oai  leur  apprenoit  la  fin 
d'un  r^gne  cruel  etTavdnement  d'un  prince  plus 
humain  et  plus  sage,  lorsqu'ils  pouvoient  ^ortir* 
avec  moins  de  frayeur  des  cavites  profondes  ou 
ils  avoient  erige  leurs  autels  pour  dler  consoler 
et  afFermir  la  piete  de  leurs  humbles  disciples, 
lorsqu'ils  pouvoient  laisser  sortir  de  dessous  terre 
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quelques  6teincelles  du  fiambieau  divin  dont  ih 
gardoient  le  precieux  depot. 

Or,  suppospns  que  Yuit  de  ccs  homines  v6ne- 
lubles,  sortanttout-avcoupd^  ces  catecombes^^  an- 
tiques ou  sa  cendre  est  canfondue  avec  ceiies  de 
tant  de  Martyrs,  vienne  aujourd'hui  contempler 
au  milieu  de  nous  la  gloire  dont  la  Religion  Vy 
voit  environnee,  et  qu'il  decouvre  d'un  coup-tf ceit 
tous  ces  temples,  ces  tours  qui  portents!  haat  dans 
ks  airs  ks  6clatans  attributs  dti  Christiariismeii 
cette  croix  de  rEvangile  qui  s'elance  du  s(»nmet 
d^  tous  ks  departemens  de  cc  grand  Empire : 
quel  spectack  pour  ks  regards  de  celui  qui  eat 
descendant  au  tombeau  n*avoit  jamais  vu  la  Re-t 
Kgion  que  dans  ks  antres  des  fbr^ts  et  des  deserts  t 
Quels  ravissemens,qu€ls  transports !  Jc  crois  J'enl 
tendre  s*ecrkr,  comme  autrefois  cet  etranger,  4r 
Ja  vue  du  camp  du  peuple  de  Dieu,  O  Isracif 
que  vo$  tentes  sont  belles  !  O  Jacoby  qwel  otdre^  _ 
quelle  majeste  dans  vos  pavilions !  .  .  .  . 

Calmez  done,  ah !  calmez  vos  craiiites,  pr^tres, 
ministres  du  Dieu  de  paix  etde  verite:  rougissez 
de  vos  exagerations  incendiaires,  et  ne  voyez  plas^ 
notre  ouyrage  a  tf avers  vosi  passions.  Nous  ne 
vous  demanderons  pas  de  jurer  centre  la  ki  dfe 
yotre  coeur,  maig  nous  vous  demanderons  au 
nom  du  Dieu  saint  qui  doif  nous  juger  tous,  de 
ne  pas  cotifondre  des  opinions  humaines  et  des 
traditions  scholastiquesj  avec  les  regies  invio-* 
Jables  et  sacrees  d^  TEvapgile.    S'il  estcontrairc 
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4  la  morale  d^agir  contrc  sa  conscience,  il  ne  Test 
pas  moins  de  se  faire  une  conscience  d^apr^s  des 
principes  faux  et  arbrtraires.  L*abligation  de 
feire  ^a  conscience  est  airterieure  a  Fobligation 
de  suivre  sa  conscience.  Les  phis  grands  msil- 
Jieurs  publics  ont  ete  causes  par  des  hommes  qui 
ont  cru  obeir  a  Dieu  et  sauver  leurs  ames. 

Et  vous  adorateurs  de  la  Religion  ct  de  la 
patrie,  Fran9ajs,  peuple  fier,mais  genereux,  con- 
templez  vofrc  etat  passe  etvotre  situation  a  venir. 
Qu'etoit  la  France,  il  y  a  peu  de  mois  ?  Les  sages 
J  invoquoient  la  liberte  et  la  liberte  etoit  sourde 
h  la  voix  des  sages.  Les  Chretiens  eclaires  deman- 
doient  ou  s'etoit  refugiee  la  Religion  de  leurs 
pcres,  et  la  vraie  Religion  de  TEvangile  ne  se 
retrouvoxt  nulle  part.  Nous  etions  une  Nation  sans 
patrie;,un  peuple  sansgouvernementet  uneEglise 
$ans  caractere  et  sans  regime.,.,. 

II  n'y  avoit  de  regulier  et  de  stable  parmi 
nous  que  la  deflagration  de  tons  les  vices,  que  le 
scandale  de  toutes  les  injustices,  que  le  mepris 
public  du  Ciel  et  des  hommes,  que  rextinctioii 
totale  des  derniers  principes  de  la  Religion  et  de 
la  morale.  Quel  pays  que  celui  oii  tout  se  trou- 
voit  a  la  disposition  absolue  dequelques  hommes 
sans  frein,  sans  honneur,  et  sans  lumieres,  et  de- 
vout qui  Dieu  et  le  genre  humain  etoient  comptes 
pour  rien  !  Et  quelle  revolution  que  celle  qui  fait 
pucceder  tout-a-cpup  a  ce  desordre  un  spectacle 
oii  tout  se  place  et  s'ordonne  selon  ^rancieu  voeu 


9i  A  P  P  t  K  D  X  X. 

de  la  nature ;.  et  ou  Ton  ne  voit  plus  dissonner 
que  la  fiireur  impuissante  de  quelques  ames  in* 
capables  de  s'elever  k  la  hauteur  d'un  sentiment 
public,  et  faites  pour  tester  dans  la  bassesse  de 
leurs  passions  personnelles  ! 

Frau9ais  !  vous  etes  les  conquerans  de  votre 
liberte  5  vous  Tavez  reproduite  au  sein  de  ce  vaste 
Empire  par  les  grands  mouvemens  de  votre  cou- 
rage i  soyez-en  maintenant  les  conservateurs  par 
votre  moderation  et  votre  sagesse,  Rdpandez 
autour  de  vous  Tesprit  de  patience  et  de  raison, 
Versez  les  consolations  de  la  fratemite  dansleseia 
de  ceux  de  vos  concitoyens  k  qui  la  revolution  a 
impose  de  douloureux  sacrifices;  et  n'oubliezja^ 
mais  que  si  la  regeneration  des  Empires  ne  pent 
a*executer  que  par  Texplosion  de  la  force- du 
|>euplej  elle  ne  pent  non  plus  se  maintenir  que 
dans  le  recueillement  des  vertus  et  de  la  paix. 
Songez  que  le  repos  et  le  silence  d'une  nation 
victorieuse  de  tant  d'efforts  et  de  complots,  di- 
tiges  contre  son  bonheur  et  sa  liberte,  sont  en- 
core la  plus  redoutable  des  resistances  a  la  ty- 
rannic qui  voudroit  tenter  de  relever  ses  rem- 
parts,  etque  rienne  deconcerte  plus  efEcacement 
les  desseins  des  pervers  que  la  tranquillite  des 
grands  cceurs. 
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C    N^  14.    1 

Exirait  d'une  Lettre  de  Mgr.  VEviqut  d^Uzes 
h  ses  grands  vicaires. 

le  5  Janvier  179K 

Le  jour  dliier  sera  faxneux  dans  les  fastes  du 
Clerge  de  France.  C'est  le  premier  o\i  j'aie  rejm 
quelque  consolation,  si  nous  avions  combattu 
pour  la  gloire  nous  pourrions  dire  que  nous  nV 
vons  rien  k  desirer ;  mais  un  interSt  d'une  bien 
autre  nature  etoit  coniie  k  notre  courage.  Je  ne 
^uis  pas  sans  espoir  que  cette  joumee  ne  sauvc 
la  Religion  en  France  ^  mais  je  suis  sur  au  moms 
qu'elle  Fja  glorifiee. 

L'heure  fatale  etoit  arrivee,  Texpiration  du  delai 
nous  a  6te  annoncee,  on  a  delibere  de  nous  inter- 
peller^  les  uns  apres  les  autres,  pour  prater  le  ser* 
ments  la  fermete  la  plus  calme  etoit  notre  cohte* 
nance.  UEvfique  d*Agen,  appelle  le  premier,  a 
dit  quelques  phrases  d'une  noblesse  simple,  firan* 
che^  touchante,quiont  produit  le  plus  grand  efiet. 
Vti  de  ses  Cures  appelle  apr^s  lui,  a  fait  aussi 
une  deces  reponses  qui  enfoncentla  craintedans 
Tame  des  pervers  et  la  honte  dans  celle  des  foi- 
bles. Alors  Fefiroi  k  gagne  nos  eonemis)  la  con* 
SMskax  3'est  njise  au  znUieu  d'euxi  Us  ne  savoient 
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quel  parti  prendre  ;  ils  essay^rent  de  plates  et  ri- 
dicules seductions^  en  annon^ant  que  Tintention 
de  TAssemblee  n*avoit  pas  cfe  de  toucher  au  spi- 
rituel.  Nous  demandons  que  cctte  explication 
soit  convertie  en  decret  et  la  mauvais^  foi  sc  de- 
masque  par  un  refiis. 

Le  tumulte  et  Tindecision  de  ces  Messieurs 
^llongent  la  seance  et  aucun  ecclesiastique  ne 
montre  ni  foiblesse  ni  inquietude.  Alorsuls  aban- 
^onnent  la  forme  d'appi^l  indivi^tiej,  qui  aifroit 
prolonge  leur  tourment  d'etre  tamoitjs  du  triom* 
phe  de  la  verite.  lis  ont  ordonne  une  interpel- 
lation generale  a  ceux  qui  n'avoient  pas  encore 
prete  le  sermcnt:  Elle  a  ete  faite  et  personne 
ne  s*est  presente.  Ekifin  notre  iftimuabk  fermete 
les  a  forces  a  leur  grand  regret  a  decreter  coiitre 
nous ;  et  nous  soratnes  sortis  de  cette  seance,  d^- 
pouilles  de  tout,  mais  fiers  de  notre  glorieuse  pau- 
vrqte, 

LeB  deux  ou  trois  cents  brigands,  employes  dans 
ces  occasions  majeures,  entouroient  le  dehors  de 
Ja  saJle  et  y  faisoient  mdme  retentir  le  cri,  i 
la  Icmlerne.  Nousyavons  souri  dedaigneusement 
et  nous  avons  demande  qu'on  ne  s'occup^t  point 
de  ces  vaines  clamours ;  pas  de  vm  ct'bon  petD- 
pie  autbiir  de  la  salle ;  pas  le  moindie  mouremerit 
dansParif  contre  nous;  et  Testime  pubBquenous 
4  suivis  dans  nos  retraites. 

I^  Roi  est  prie  de  feirc  nommer  iMS  pljfces, 
l\ ,  est  i  remarqucr  qiw  ce  decret,  fait  'paw  w^ 
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troduire  le  schisme  en  France,  s*il  est  execute, 
a  ete  rendu  sous  la  presidency  d'un  Juif  et  sur 
la  motion  d*un  Protestant* 

Je  ne  puis  vous  rendre  milk  details  qui  se- 
roient '  interessafisi  mais  le  terns  me  manque. 
Voila  Tessentiel.  Nous  avons  soutenu  la  premiere 
attaque  d'une  maniere  digne  du  devoir  que  nous 
avions  ^  remplir,  *  Nous  soutienditohs  de  m^me 
toutes  les  epreuves,  jusqu*a  la  demiere,  k  mort, 
si  Ton  ose  y  alien  Ce  n'est  pas  de  notre  cote 
qu'est  k  crainte  et  Tindecision.  Nous  les  lais- 
sons  a  ceux  qui  n'ecoutent  pas  leur  conscience 
€t  qui  ne  suivent  pas  les  principes. 

Nous  pleurons  sur  quatre-vingt  dix-huit  de 
nos  confreres  tronlpes,  ou  entratnes,  avant  cette 
seance.  C'e^  beaucoup,  sur  deux  cents  soixante- 
huit  que  noussommes;  mais  unegrande  majerite 
nous  reste.  L'Ev^que  d'Autun  est  le  seul  Eve- 
que  qui  ait  pt^te  le  serment.  Nous  ne  comptons 
pas  TEVeque  de  Lydda  etranger  au  clerge  de 
France,  etqui  a  mis  a  son  serment  des  restrictions 
qu'on  a  laisse  passer,  parce  qu'il  siege  du  cote 
gauche. 

Montrez  ma  lettre.  Je  ne  crains  jamais  quand 
j'ecris,  parce  que  la  verite  est  mon  guide ;  et  il  est 
essentiel  qu'elle  soit  connue,  cette  fameusc 
se&rice 

"j-  H.  PE  Bethisy,  Eveque  d'Uses. 
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Prajet  de  Discours,  r^digi  par  les  Ministres, 
et  propose  au  Roi,  le  19  Avril  1791. 

Je  viens  au  milieu  de  vous  avec  la  confiance 
que  je  vous  ai  toujours  temoigneej  vous  parler 
des  plus  pressans  interets  de  la  Nation.  Elle  a 
besoin  de  respirer  enfin  a  Tabri  des  loix,  et  de 
goAter  les  bienfaits  de  Tordre  et  de  la  paix.  Je 
viens  vous  inviter  a  resserrer  plus  etroitement  que 
jamais  Tunion  qui  doit  regner  entrc  nous,  et  vous 
recommander  le  concours  de  volontes  necessaires 
a  Tetablissement  de  la  constitution.  Cette  cons- 
titution, je  Tai  acceptee,  je  Tai  juree:  je  la  main* 
tiens.  Le  desordre  en  est  Tennemii  je  dois  le 
reprimer^  sans  doute  vous  redoublerez  d'efforts 
pour  m'aider  dans  cette  grande  entreprise.  Les 
cgmptes  qui  me  sont  rendus  chaque  jour  dans 
mon  conseil,  m*avertissent  qu'il  n'y  a  plus  un 
moment  a  perdre :  ce  que  j'ai  vu  hier  ne  m'a  pas 
permis  d'en  douter.  Ceux  qui  essaient  de  sou- 
lever  un  peuple  fidele,  et  dont  j'ai  mcrite  Tampur 
par  ce  que  j'ai  fait  pour  lui,  cherchent  a  lui  ins- 
pirer  des  doutes  sur  mes  sentimens  pour  la  reva- 
lution.  Ma  conduite  toute  enti^re  dement  assez 
leurs  impostures,  et  je  ne  devierai  pas  du  chemin 
que  je  me  suis  trace.  Je  respecte  trop  la  cons- 
titution et  la  declaration  des  droits  qui  en  sont  la 

base. 
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Ifas^,  pour  m'expliquer  ici  sur  mes.  opinions  reli- 
gieuses.  Nul  citoyen  n'en  doit  compte  a  pet- 
sonne,  et  j'ai  Ja  mi^me  liberie  que  les  autres  ci- 
toyens.  Mais  mozi  devoir  est  de  maintetiir  la 
constitution  dans  tons  ses' points  3  et  la  cpnstitu- 
tion  civile  du  Clerge  en  est  une  partie.  Je  rem- 
plirai  exactement  ce  devoir,  comme  tous  ceux 
(que  m*imp0se  la  royaute.  II  est  au  nombre  de 
ces  devoirs  de  prouver  a  tpute  la  Nation  que  je 
suis  libre,  et  de  iie  pas  laisser  subsister  a  cet 
e^ard  Tonibre  du  doute ;  rien  n'est  si  important 
k  la  validite  des  sanctions  et  des  acceptations 
que  je  donne  aux  decrets.  C'est  done  pour  rendre 
ma  liberte  manifeste  k  tous  les  yeux  que  je  ne 
crois  pas  devoir  ceder  a  la  resistance  qu*on  a  ap- 
portee  hief  a  mon  depart  pour  Saint-Cloud,  Je  n*ai 
pas  voulu  qu*on  la  vainquit  par  la  force,  parce 
que  j'ai  craint  de  provoquer  des  actcs  de  rigueur 
contre  une  multitude  trompee,  et  qui  croit  agir 
en  faveur  des  loix,  lorsqu'elle  les  enfreint  touted. 
Je  persiste  done  dans  mon  projet  de  voyage  pour 
Saint-Cloud,  Si  Ton  s'y  opposoit  encore,  si  les 
fonctioniaaires  publics  ne  parvenoient  a  vaincre 
cette  opposition,  je  suis  bien  sur  que  I'Assem- 
blee  nationale  ne  souffriroit  pas  sous  ses  yeux 
une  atteinte  a  ma  iiberte  et  une  infraction  i  la 
constitution* 

J'ai  voulu  vous  entretenir  de  mes  intention? 
et  de  mes  sentimens.  Tous'  mes  voe.ux  sont, 
fonime  ici  votres,  pour  1«  bonheur  du  peuple,  et 
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ce  bonbenr  ne  peut  resulter  que  dc  TolbstfrVatio* 
des  loix  et  de  robeissance  a  toutcs  Ics  autorit6$ 
legitimes  et  constitutlonnelles. 


i    N^  16.    3 

Lettre  adre$sie  par  M.  de  MontMoHIiI 
a  tous  Us  Ambassadeurs. 

Le  Roi  me  charge.  Monsieur,  de  vous  mandet 
que  son  intention  la  plus  formelle  est  cj[ue  vouf 
manifestiez/ses  sentimens  sur  la  Revolution  et 
wr  la  Constitution  fran^aisc,  k  la  Cour  ou  vou6 
•residez.  £es  Ambassadeurs  et  Ministres  iJ^ 
France  pres  toutes  les  Cours  de  TEurope,  re^oi- 
vent  les  m6mes  ordres,  afin  qu'il  ne  reste  aucuo 
doute  ni  sur  les  intentions  de  Sa  Majeste,  ni  siht 
Tacceptation  libre  qu'elle  a  donnee  a  la  nouvell^ 
forme  de  gouvemement,  ni  sur  son  serment  irre- 
vocable de  la  maintenir.  Sa  Majeste  avoit  conj» 
voque  les  Etats-Generaux  de  son  Royaume,  ejt 
determine  dins  sonCenseil  que  les  Communis  f 
auroient  un  nombre  de  deputes  egal  a  celui  defr 
<ieux  autres  ordres  qui  existoient  alors.  Cet  actc 
de  legislation  provisoire,  que  les  obstacles  dii 
^moment  ne  permettoient  pas  de  rendre  plus  fevo* 
rable,  annon^oit  assez^  le  desir  de  Sa  Majeste  if- 
ji^tablrr  la  Nation •  dans  tou>  se$  droits*  ^ 


Les  Etats-Generaux  furent  assembles,  et  pri* 
rent  le  tjtre  d'Assemblee  nationale ;  bientot  une 
constitution,  propre  a  faire  le  bonheur  dc  la 
France  et  du  Monarqu'e,  rempla9a  Tancien  ordre 
de  choses  ou  la  force  apparente  de  la  Royaute  nd 
cachoit  que  la  force  reelle  des  abus  de  quelques 
Corps  aristocratiquefe. 

L'Assemblee  nationale  adopta  la  forme  dii 
gouvemement  representatif,  joint  a  la  Royaute 
hereditaire  5  Ic  Corps  legislatif  fut  decliare  perma- 
nent 5  Telectipn  des  ministres  du  culfe,  des  admi- 
liistrateurs  et  des  jugcs  fut  rendue  au  peuple^ 
on  confera  le  pouvoir  executif  au  Roi,  la  forma- 
tion de  la  loi  au  Corps  legislatif,  et  la  sanction 
au  Monarque  ^  la  force  publique,  soit  interieure, 
soit  exterieure,  fut  organisee  sur  les  memes  prin- 
cipes,  et  d'apres  la  base  fondamentale  de  la  dis- 
tinction des  pouvoirs,  telle  est  la  nouvelle  eonsti 
tution  du  Royaume. 

Ce  que  Ton  appelle  la  Revolution,  n*est  que  Ta- 
neantissemcnt  d'une  foule  d'abus  accumules  de- 
puis  des  si^cles  par  Terreur  du  peuple,  ou  le  pou* 
voir  des  ministres,  qui  n*a  jamais  <6te  le  pouvoir 
des  Rois;  ces  abus  n'etoient  pas  moins  fimestes 
a  la  Nation  qu*au  Monarque ;  ces  abus,  Tautorite, 
sous  des  r^gnes  heureux,  n*avoit  cesse  de  les  at- 
taquer  sans  pouvoir  Its  detruire,  ils  n^existent 
plus.  La  Nation  souveraine  n'a  plus  que  des  ci- 
toyens  egaux  en  droits,  plus  de  despote  que  la, 
loi,  plus  d'organes  que  des  fouctionnaires  publics, 
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ct  le  Roi  est  le  premier  de  ccs  fonctionnaire^ : 
telle  est  la  Revolution  fran^aise, 

Elle  devoit  avoir  pour  ennemis  tous  ceux  qui, 
dans  un  premier  moment  d'erreur,  ont  r^grette, 
pour  des  avantages  personnels,  les  abus  de  Tan- 
cien  gouvemement;  de  la,  Tapparente  division 
qui  s*est  manifestee  dans  le  Royaunie,  et  qui 
s'afFoiblit  chaque  jour;  de  la,  peut-6tre,  quelques 
loix  sevires  et  de  circonstances  que  le  tcms  coi> 
rigera ;  mais  le  Roi,  dont  la  veritable  force  est 
indivisible  de  celle  la  Nation,  qui  n*a  d'autre  am- 
bition que  le  bonheurxiu  peuple,  ni  d'autre  pou- 
voir  reel  que  celui  qui  lui  est  delegue ;  le  Roi  a 
dA  adopter,  sans  hesiter,  ime  beureuse  constitu* 
tion  qui  regeneroit  tout  k  la  fois  son  autorite,  la 
Nation  et  la  Monarchie.  On  lui  a  conserve  toute 
sa  puissance,  hors  le  pouvoir  redoutable  de  faire 
des  loix  J  il  est  reste  charge  des  negociationi 
avec  les  puissances  etrangeres,  du  soin  de  defen- 
dre  le  Royaume,  et  d'en  repousser  les  ennemis ; 
mais  la  Nation  francaise  n'en  aura  plus  desormais 
au  dehors,  que  ses  aggresseurs :  elle  n'a  plus  d'en- 
nemis  interieurs,  que  ceux  qui,  se  nourrissant  en-^ 
core  de  folles  esperances,  croiroient  que  la  vo- 
lonte  de  vingt-quatre  millions  d'hommes  rentres 
dans  leurs  droits  naturels,  apres  avoir  organist  le 
Royaume  de  maniere  qu'il  n*existe  plus  que  des 
souvenirs  ^cs  anciennes  formes  et  des  anciens 
abus,  n'est  pas  une  immuable,  une  irrevocable 
cpnstitutioD. 
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Les  plus  dangereux  de  ces  ennemis  sont  ceux 
qui  ont  affecte  de  repandre  des  doutes  sur  lea 
intentions  du  Monarque;  ces  hommes  sont  bien 
coupables  ou  bien  aveugles;  ils  se  croient  les 
amis  du  Roi,  ce  sont  les  seuls  ennemis  de  la  Ro- 
yaute  5  ils  auroient  prive  le  Moilarque  de  Tamour  - 
et  ^e  la  confiance  d'une  grande  Nation,  si  ses 
principes  -et  sa  probite  eussent  ete  moins  connus. 
Eh !  que  n'a  pas  fait  le  Roi,  pour  montrer  qu'il 
comptoit  aussi  la  Revolution  et  la  Constitution 
fran9aise  parmi  ses  titres  k  la  gloire  !  Apres  avoir 
accepte  et  sanctionne  toutes  les  loix,  il  n'a  negli- 
ge aucun  moyen  de  les  faire  executer;  des  le  mois 
d^  F^vrier  de  Tannee  demi^re,  il  ayoit,  dans  le 
sein  de  I'Assemblee  nationale,promis  de  les  main- 
tenif;  il  en  a  fait  le  serment  au  milieu  de  la  fede- 
ration universelle  du  Royaume :  honore  du  titre 
de  restaurateur  de  la  Uberte  fran9aise,  il  trans- 
j»ettra  plus  qu'une  couronne  a  son  fils,  il  lui 
transmettra  une  Roy^ute  constitutionnelk. 

Les  emiemis  de  la  constitution  ne  ccssent  de  • 
repeter  que  le  Roi  n'estpas  heureux,  comn^e  s'il 
pouvoit  exister  pour  un  Roi  d'autre  bonheur  qpe 
celui  du  peuple ;  ils  disent  que  son  autorite  est 
ayilie,  comme  si  Tautorite,  fondle  sur  la  force, 
n'^toit  pas  jnoins  puissante  et  plus  ipcertairie  que 
I'autorite  de  la  loi;  enfin  que  le  Roi  n'^t  p^ 
libre,  calomnie  atroce,  si  I'on  supped  quci  ^^a  vo- 
lonte  a  pu  Atr?  forcce  >  absorde,  -si  Ui>n  prend 
pour  defaut  de  liberte  le  consentement  que  Sa 
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Majestc  a  exprime  plusieurs  fois  de -tester  au  ifti- 
Ik  a  des  citoyens  de  l^aris :  consentement  .qu'elle 
devoit  accorder  a  leur  patriotism^,  meme  k  leur9 
craintes,  et  sur-tout  a  lour  amaur, 

Ces  calomnies  cepeqdaxit  ont  penetr6  jusquea 
dans  les  Cours  ctrang^reS ;  elles  y  ont  ete  repetees 
par  des  Fran^^ij,  qui  se  sont  volontaireoient  exi^ 
les  de  leur  patrie,  au  lieu  d'en  partager  la  gloire^ 
ct  qui,  slls  n'en  sont  pas  les  etmemis,  out  au 
molus  abandonfie  leur  poste  de  citoyen,  Le  Roi . 
vous  charge.  Monsieur,  de  dejouer  leurs  iR'^^orues 
et  leurs  projets,  Ces  memes  calomnies,  en  rcfi 
pardant  les  idees  les  plus  fausses  sur  la  revolu<* 
tion  fran^mse,  ont  fait  suSp^cter  chez  plusieurs 
fiations  voisines  les  intentions  des  voyageurs  fran* 
jais;  et  le  Roi  vous  recommande  expressement 
de  les  proteger  et  de  les  defendre.  Dorniez^ 
Monsieur,,  de  la  constitution  fran^aise,  Tidee  que 
le  Roi  s*en  forme  lui-m6me;  ne  laisbcz  aucun 
doute  sur  Tintehtion  de  Sa  Majeste  de  la  main^ 
tenir  de  tout  son  pouvoir,  Eti  assurant  la  liberte 
et  Tegalite  des  cijoydns,  cette  constitution  fonde 
)a  prosperite  nationaJe  sur  lejs  bases  Jes  plus  ine* 
branlables ;  elle  afFern^it  Tautoritc  royaje  par  Ids 
Jgixj  elle  previent,  par  une  revolution  gloyieuse, 
la  r^Qlution  que  les  ^hnt  de  I'aiKiem^piiveme^ 
nwnt  auroient  bientdt  faiteclater,^  ep  causant, 
pwt-etrei  la -dissolution  dp  jl'Empire;  elle  ferp.  le 
tonheur  dtt  Roiy    I-c  ipin  d?  h  justifier,  de  In 
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defcndre  et  de  la  prendre  pour  regie  de  votre 
conduite  doit  dtre  votre  premier  devoir. 

Je  vous  ai  deja  manifeste  plusieurs  fois  les 
sentimems  de  Sa  Majeste  k  cet  egard;  mais^ 
d*apr^8  ce  qui  lui  est  revenu  de  I'opiuiori  qu^on 
cherchoit  a  ^tablir  dans  les  pays  6trangers,  sur  cc 
qui  se  passe  en  France,  elle  m*a  ordonne  de  vous 
charger  de  notifier  k  ccmtenu  de  cette  Icttre  h 
la  Cour  ou  vous  ^tes;  ct,  pour  lui  donner  plus 
de  publicite^^  Sa  Majeste  vient  d'en  ordonner 
l^mpression. 


Signe,    MoNTMORINy 


Le25  AttH  179K 


t  N^  17.  } 


MEMOIRE  DU  ROI, 

Vu  Declaration    de   Sa  Majesti,  adress^  .^ 
Mus  les  Frangais  ^  sa  sortie  de  Paris. 

Tant  que  le  Roi  a  pu  esp6rer  de  voir  renat 
tre  Tordre  et  le  bonheur  dans  le  Royaume,  par 
les  moyens  employes  par  TAssemblee  natiouale, 
d&ns  la  Capitakj  aucun  sacrifice  personnel  ne  hii 
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a  coAite;  il  n'auroit  pas  m6me  argu6  de  la  ilulltt6^ 
dont  le  dcfaut  absolu  dp  liberte  entache  toutea 
1^  demarches  qu'il  a  faltes  depuis  1^  mois  d'Oc- 
tobre  1789,  si  cct  espoir  eiit  ete  rempli:  piaisau- 
J9i|rd'hui  que  la  seule  recompense  de  tant  de 
sacrifices  ^st  de  voir  la  destruction  de  la  royaute, 
4e  voir  tous  les  poc^voirs  meconnus,  les  proprietes 
violees,:la  surete  des  personnes  mise  par- tout  en 
dangerjiles  crimes  rester  impunis,  et  une  anarchie 
cpDjpl^te  t'etablir  avirdessu^  de§  loix,  s^^s  que 
Tapparence  d'autorite  que  lui  donne  la  nouvelle 
constitution,  soit  suffisapte  pour  reparer  un  seuj 
des  maux  qui  afBigent  le  royaume  :  le  Roi^  apr^si 
avoir  solennellcmcnt  proteste  contre  tous  les  actcsj 
^manes  de  lui  pendant  sa  capUvite,  croit  devob 
mettre  sous  les  yeux  des  Fran9ais  et  de  tout  I'u-j 
nivers,  le  tableau  de  sa  condyitCj  et  celui  du  gou-t 
vemement  qui  s'est  etabli  dans  le  Royaume. 

**  On  a  vu  Sa  Majeste,  au  mois  de  Juillet  1789^ 
pour  ecarter  tout  sujet  de  defiance,  renvoyer  les 
troupes  qu'elle  n'avoit  appellees  aupres  de  sa  per-i 
Sonne,  qu'apres  que  les  etincelles  de  revoke  s'e-s 
toient  dej^  manifestees  dans  Paris  et  dans  le  regi- 
ment m6me  de  ses  gardes.  Le  Roi,  sur  de  sa 
conscience  et  de  la  droiture  de  ses  intentions^^ 
n*a  pas  cramt  de  vcnir  seul  parmi  les  citoyensi 
^rnie§  d^  la  capitale. 

♦^  Au  mois  d'Octobre  de  la  mdine  annee,  le 
RqI,  prevenu  depqis  long-terns  des  mouvemens 
qwe  k3  fs|Cti^ux  chercl^QieiiLt  a  exciter,  fut,  dm*i 
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In  joumee  du  5,  avcrti  assez  a  terns  pour  pou»- 
voir  se  retirer  ou  il  eiit  voulu  ;  mais  il  craignifc 
qu*OQ  ne  $c  servtt  de  cette  demarche  pour  alhi-r 
mer  la  guerre  civile :  et  il  aima;  mieux  se  sacrifier 
personnellement,  et  ce  qui  etoit  plus  dechiraat 
pour  son  coeur,  mettre  en  danger  la  vie  des  per- 
sonnes  qui  lui  sbnt  les  plus  chores.  Tout  ler 
monde  sait  ks  6v^nemens  de  la  nuit  du  5  Octobre 
et  rimpunite  qui  les  couvrc  depuis  pr^s  de  deux 
ans:  Dieu  seul  ^  emp^che  Texecution  des  plus 
grands  crimes,  et  a  detoume  de  la  Nation  fran^ 
^aise  une  tache  qui  auroit  et6  ineffa9able, 

'*  Le  Roi,  cedant  au  vobu  manifeste  par  l*ar-» 
mee  des  Parisiens,  vint  s'etablir,  avec  sa  famille, 
au  chateau  des  Thuileries,  II  y  avoit  plus  de 
cent  ans  que  Its  reds  n'y  avoient  fait  de  residence 
babituelle,  excepte  pendant  la  minorite  de  Louis 
XV.  Rien  n'etoit  prdt  pour  recevoir  le  Roi,  et 
la  disposition  des  appartemens  etoit  bien  loin  de 
procurer  les  commodites  auxquelles  Sa  Majeste 
letoit  accoutumee  dans  les  autres  maisons  royales» 
^t  dont  tout  particulier  qui  a  de  Taisance  pent 
JQuir,  Malgr^  la  contrainte  qui  avoit  ete  ap- 
portee,  et  les  incommodites  de  tout  genre  qui 
suijprent  |e  changement  du  sejour  du  Roi,  fid^c 
au  systdme  de  sacrifices  que  Sa  Majeste  s'ctoit  fait  - 
pour  prpcurer  la  tranquillite  publiqup,  ejle  crut,  > 
des  k  l^ndemain  de  son  arrivee  i  Pari^  devoir 
r^stirer  les  provinces  sur  son  sejour  dans  la  ca- 
jjjtale^  et  inviter  TA^s^mblee  pfiti<)nak;a  sc  np^ 
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prodier  de  luij  en  venai^t  continuer  ses  travmiit 
dans  la  mdme  ville. 

^  Mais  un  sacrifice  plus^  penible  6tx>it  reserve 
au  coBur  de  Sa  Majeste  j  il  fallut  qu*on  eloign^t 
d'cllc  ses  gardes-dn-corps,  de  la  fidelite  desquels 
ellc  venoit  d*avoir  une  preuve  bien  eclatante 
dans  la  matinee  du  6.  Deux  avoient  peri  vic- 
times  dc  leur  attachement  pour  le  Rot  et  pour  sa 
famiUe^  et  phisieurs  encore  avoient  ete  blesses 
gri^vement>  en  executant  strictement  les  ordrea 
du  H.oi,  qui  leur  avoit  defendu  de  tirer  sur  la 
multitude  6garee.  L'art  des  factieux  a  ete  bien 
grand  pour  faire  envisager  sous  des  couleiurs  si 
noires  une  troupe  aussi  fidelle,  et  qui  venoit  dc 
xnettre  le  comble  k  la  bonne  conduite  qu'elle 
avoit  toujours  tenue,  .  Mais  ce  n*etoit  pas  tant 
contre  les  gardes^u-corps  que  leurs  intenti<Hi8 
^ieht  dirigees,  que  contre  le  Roi  lui-mdme  5  on 
vouloit  risokr  entieren;ient,  en  le  privant  do 
service  de  ses  gardes^^n-corps,  dont  on  avoit  pas 
pu  egarer  les  esprits,  comme  on  avoit  reus»  an- 
pres  de  cctx  du  regiment  des  Gardes-Fran^aises, 
qui,  pen  de  terns  auparavant^  etoit  le  modele  de 
Tarmce^ 

**  C'est  aux  soldats  dc  ce  m^me  regiment,  dt* 
vi5nus  troupes  soldees  par  la  ville  de  Paris,  et  ajuK 
gardes  nationau^  de  cette  mtme  viHe,  que  la 
^arde  du  Roi  a  ete  confiee.  Ces  troupes  sont 
ctiti^rement  sous  les  ordres  de  la  municipdlite 
de.IVris^  dont  le  commandant  ^ eaeral  rel^  ^  1# 
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Boi^  gard^  ainsi,  s*est  ru  par-la,  ptisoiimer  ilani' 
$es  propres  etats  5  car,  commejit  peutK>iM4ppeller 
autrement  Tetat  d'un  Roi  qui  ne  comnkande  que 
pour  les  choses  dc  parade,  4  sa  garde ;  qui  iw 
jK)mine  a  aucune  dc3  places^  ^t  qui  ^  oblig^ 
de  se  voir  entoure  de  pjusieurs  persoilnes  dont  il 
connolt  les  mauvaises  intentions  pour  hii  ^  pour 
^a  famille  ?  Ce  n'est  pas  pour  inculper  la  garde 
nationale  parisienne  et  le^  troupes  du  centre^' 
qfue  le  Roi  releve  ces  faits,  c'est  pour  fair<j  coxh 
noitre  I'exacte  yerite  j^  et  en  la  faisant  connoitre, 
il  a  rendu  justice  au  z^le  pour  le  bonordrc,  et 
^  rattachement  pour  sa  personne  qu'ep  general 
cette  troupe  liii  a  montresj  lorsque  le&  esprits  ont 
ete  laisses  a  cux-m6mes,  et  qu*ils  n*pnt  pas  ete 
egares  par  les  clameurs  et  les  mensonges  de$ 
factieux, 

-  ^*  Mais  plus  le  Roi  a  fa?t  de  sacrifices  pour  fe 
bonhem*  de  ses  p^uples,  jdus  les  factieux  ont 
travaille  pour  en  feire  meconnoltre  le  piix,  et 
prjeseBter  la  royaute  sous  Igs  couleur^  les  phif 
gausses  et  les  plus  odieuses« 

'^  La  convocation  des  l&tats-Generaux,  le  dbu- 
Wemeiit  des  deputes  du  Tiers-etat,  les  peine^  qw 
Je  Roi  a  prises  pour  applanir  toutes   les  ^Bffi*' 
cult^s  qui  pouvoteiit  retarder  TAssemblee  det' 
&a|s.JG^»^iraux,  et  cclles  qui  s'etoicnt  61e\'eei 
depuis  leur  ouverture,  tous  les  retranchif  ihens  que 
)e  Roi  ifvoit  faits  ^ur  s^  depense  pfetseimelle,. 
ta»»  kft  wiprifices  qtt-il  a  Mis  a  W5  ^tiplea-dl«ii 


iM^ancc  du  23  Jub ;  enfin  la  reunion  des  ordres,- 
op6ree  par  la  manifestation  du  voeu  du  Roi,  me^ 
sure  que  Sa  Majeste  jugea  albrs  indispensable^ 
pour  Tactivite  des  Eiats-Generaux )  tousses  soins, 
tputes  ses  peines,  toute  sa  generosite,  tout  son 
devouement  pour  son  peuple,  tout  a  ete  meconnu^ 
tout  a  ete  denature. 

•^  Lorsquc  les  fetats-Generaux  s'etant  donn6 
Ip  nom  d'Assemblce  nationalc,  ont  commence  k 
s'occuper  de  la  constitution  du  royaume,  qu'on 
sp  rappelle  bs  memoires  que  les  factieux  ont  ea ' 
Fadresse  de  faire  venir  de  plusieurs  provinces,  et ' 
Its  mouvemens  de  Paris  pour  faire  manquer  les 
<Jeput^s  a  unc  des  clauses  portees  dans  tons  les 
cahiers,  qui  portolent  que  la  confection  de^  laiksc 
feroit  de  concert  avec  le  Roi.  Au  mepris  de  cettc 
clause,  TAssemblee  a  mis  le  Roi  tout-a-fait  hors 
de  la  eonstitution,  en  lui  refusant  le  droit  d'ac- 
eorder  ou  de  refuser  sa  sanction  aux  articles 
qu'ell?  regsrdc  comme  cbnstitoitionnels,  en  se  re- 
s^rviant  le  droit  de  ranger  dans  cette  cjasse  ceux 
qu'eilejuge  a  ptopos,  et  enrestreignant  surceux 
reputes  pur^nient  legisUtifs,la  prerogative  royalc 
a  un  droit  de  suspension  jusqu*a  la  troisieme  Ict 
gislaturc,  droit  purement  illusoire,  comme  tant 
^'exempjes  |}e  le  -prouyent  que  trop, 

"  i^\|e  reste-t.il  ^u  Roi,  que  le  vain  sjmulaare 
de  la  rQ}^ut^  ?  On  lui  adonne  vingt-cinq'niilfons'. 
pour  la  depense  de  sa  li^te  civile  5  mais  la  splen* 
^mM  }a  maison  (\^'\\  4oit  entrejenir  pQurJaire  . 
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iM^nneur  a  la  dignite  de  la  couronne  de  France^ 
ct  les  charges  qu'on  a  rejettees  dessus,  meme 
depuis  Tepoque  ou  ces  fouds  ont  ete  regies,  doi-» 
vent  en  absorber  la  totalite. 

*'  On  lui  a  laisse  Tusufruit  de  quelques-uns 
des  domaines  de  la  couronne,  avec  plusieurs  for- 
mes genantes  pour  leur  jouissance^  Ce*s  domaU 
nes  ne  sont  qu'une  petite  partie  dc  ceux  que  les 
Rois  ont  possedes  de  toute  anciennete,  et  de$ 
patrimoines  des  ancetres  de  Sa  Majeste  qu'ils 
ont  reunis  a  la  couronne*  On  ne  craint  pas 
d'avancer  que,  si  tons  ces  objets  etoient  reu- 
nis, ils  4^passeroient  de  beaucoup  les  sommes 
gllouees  pour  I'entretien  du  Roi  et  de  sa  faniille, 
et  qu*a'lors  il  n'en  couteroit  rien  au  peuple  pour 
cette  partie. 

.*'  Une  remarque  qui  coute  a  faire  au  Roi,  est 
Tattention  qu'on  a  eue  de  separer  dans  les  arran-*. 
gemens  sur  la  finance  et  sur  toutes  les  autres 
parties,  les  services  rendus  au  roi  personnellemcnt, 
ou  a  I'Etat,  et  que  les  services  rendus  k^  la  per* 
Sonne  du  Roi  ne  Tetoient  pas  aussi  a  I'Etat. 

*'  Qu'on  examine  ensuite  les  divcrses  parties 
4u  gouvemement.  Lajustice-y  le  Roi  n'a  aucunc 
participation  k  la  confection  des  loix ;  il  a  le 
simple  droit  d'empScher  jusqu'a  la  troisieme  le^ 
gislature,  sur  les  objets  qui  ne  sont  pas  reputes 
constitutionnels,et  celui  d«  prier  I'Assemblee  na- 
tionale  de  s'occuper  de  tels  ou  tels  objets,  8^$> 
%voir  Icjdroit  d'en  fairc  la  propoiition  formellf  •: 


lid  ApPEKDtXi 

X^a  jnsHce  se  rend  6u  nom  du  Ro}>  Iti  pTtm&ioflS 
des  juges  sent  expellees  par  lui  $  mais  ce  n'est 
qu'uue  af&ire  de  forme^  et  k  Roi  a  seulemeut  kl 
nomination  des  commissaires  du  Rol^  places  nou<» 
iFcllemcnt  creecs,  qui  n'ont  qu'une  partie  des  at- 
tributions des  anciens  procureur^-generaux,  et 
fiont  seulement  destioees  k  faire  maintenir  Fexei- 
eution  des  formes ;  toute  la  partie  publique  est 
devolue  k  un  autre  officier  de  justice.  Ces  places 
de  commissaires  sont  k  vie  et  non  r^vocables, 
pendant  que  I'exercice  de  celles  de  juge  ne  dolt 
durer  que  six  annees.  Un  des  decrets  de  TAs* 
semblee  vient  de  priver  le  Roi  d'une  des  plus 
belles  prerogatives  attachees  par-tout  a  laroyaute, 
celle  de  faire  grace  et  de  commuer  les  peines, 
Quelque  parfaites  que  soient  les  loix,  il  est  im-* 
possible  qu'elles  prevoient  tons  les  cas,  et  ce  sera 
alors  les  jures  qui  auront  veritablement  le  droit 
de  faire  grace,  en  appliquant,  suivant  leur  volonte, 
le  sens  de  la  loi.  Combien  d'ailleurs  cette  dis- 
position ne  diminue-t-elle  pas  la  Majeste  royale 
-aux  yeuxdes  peuples,  accoutumes  depuis  si  long- 
tems  k  recourir  au  Roi  dans  leurs  besoins  et 
dans  leurs  peines,  et  k  voir  en  lui  le  p^re  com*- 
ffiun  qui  pouvoit  soulager  letirs  afflictions  ! 
-  **  Uadmiiistration  tntSrieure.  Elle  est  toute 
f  nti^re  dsms  les  mains  des  departemens,  des  dis» 
tricts  et  des  municipalites,  ressorts  trop  multipli6s^' 
l|ui  nuisent  au  mouvement  de  la  machine,  et  sou*' 
vtirt  |)euveat  se .  croistt,    Tous  ces-Corps  sont 
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j^us  par  le  peuple,  et  ne  iressortissent  du  goi;^ 
vcmement,  d'apr^s  les  decrets,  que  pour  ieuf 
execution,  ou  pour  celle  dcs  ordres  particulier* 
qui  en  sont  la  suite,  lis  n'ont,  d'un  cdte,  aucune 
grace  a  attendre  du  gouvemement  i  et  de  Tautre, 
]a  maniere  de  punir  ou  de  reprimer  leurs  fautefi 
telle  qu'elle  est  etablie  par  les  decrets,  a  des  for- 
mes si  compHquees,  qu'il  faudroit  des  cas  bien 
-cxtraordinaires  pour  pouvoir  s'en  servir :  ce  qi4 
jreduit  a  bien  peu  de  chose  la  surveillance  quf 
les  ministres  doivent  avoir  sur  eux.  Ces  Corps  ont 
d'ailleurs  acquis  peu  de  force  et  de  consideration^ 
Les  societes  des  amis  de  la  constitution  ( doot 
pn  pariera^pr^s  )  qui  ne  sont  pas  responsables^ 
se  trouvent  bien  plus  fortes  qu'eux;  et  par-li^ 
Taction  du  gouvemement  devieut  nulle*  Depub 
Jeur  etablissement,  on  a  vu  plusieurs  exempks^ 
que  quelque  bonne  volonte  qu'ils  eussent  pour 
ciaintenir  le  bon  ordre,  ils  n'ont  pas  ose  se  servir 
des  moyens  que  la  loi  leur  donnoit,  par  la  craintc 
da  peuple,  pousse  par  d'autres  instigations. 

"  Les  Corps  electoraux,  quoiqu'ils  n'aient  au* 
cune  actkni  par  eux-m^mes,  et  soient  r^streintf 
fiux  electionsj  ont  une  force  reelle  par  leur  mas^, 
par  leur  duree  biennale,  et  par  la  crainte  natu- 
relle  aux  hommes,  et  sur-tout  a  ceux  qui  n'ont  pof 
d'etat  fixe  de  d^laire  a  ceux  qui  peuventservit 
ou^nuire. 

*'  La  disposition  des  forces  militaire§  est,  pof 
1^  decrets,  dans  la  vasixx  du  RoL    II  a  etisr  d^ 
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clare  chef  supr^e  de  rarmec  ct  dc  la  rtarine  i 
inais  tout  le  travail  de  formation  dc  ces  deiix  ax*-^ 
itiees  a  ete  fait  par  les  comites  de  TAssemblee', 
sans  la  participation  du  Roi*  Tout  jusqu'ati 
moindre  rcglement  de  discipline,  a  cte  fait  pair 
«ux ;  et  il  reste  au  Roi  le  tiers  ou  le  quart  des 
nominations,  suivant  les  occasions  ;  ce  droit  dc-. 
tient  4-pcu-pr6s  illusoire,  par  les  obstacles  et  les 
contrarietes  sans  nombre  que  chacun  se  permet 
contre  les  choix  du  Roi*  On  Ta  vu  oblige  de 
refaire  tout  le  travail  des  officiers-generaux  de 
rarmec,  parce  que  ces  choix  deplaisoient  aux 
clubs*  En  cedant  liinsi,Sa  Majeste  n'a  pas  yoiilu 
livrcr  d'honn6tes  et  braves  militaires,  et  les  cx-^ 
poser  aux  violences  qui  auroient  siirement  ete 
exercees  contre  eux,  comme  on  n'en  a  vu  que 
trop  de  facheux  exemples.  Les  clubs  et  les 
Corps  administratifs  se  m^lent  des  details  inte- 
rieurs  des  troupes,  qui  doivent  etre  absolument 
etrangers  k  Ces  demiers,  qui  n'ont  que  le  droit 
dc  requerir  la  force  publique,  lorsqu'ils  pensent 
qu*il  y  a  lieu  a  Temployer.  lis  se  sont  servis  de 
ce  droit,  quelquefois  meme  pour  contrarier  leS 
dispositions  du  gouvernement  sur  la  distribution 
des  troupes :  de  maniire  qu'ilest  arrive  plusieurs. 
fois,qu*ellesne  se  trouvoient  pas  ou  elles  devoient 
6tre.  Ge  n*cst  qu^aux  chibs  que  Van  doit  at- 
tribuer  Tesprit  de  revoke  contre  les  officieflrs  etia 
discipline  militaire,  qui  serepand  dans  beaucoup 
de  ffgimens,  et  qui,  si  on  n'y  met  ordre  effica^ 

cem^nt;^ 
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^pfi^ti;^  9^  Ji  destruction  deTanbee.    Que  der 
a^Dnt  Mne  arpi^e  quimd  elle  n-a  plua  ni  chefs  ai 
4iscipline  ?  Au  lieu  d'etre  la  force  et  la  sauve] 
f^ni^  4*un  Etitt,  elle  eft  devient  la  terrcur  et  le 
^i^au*    Combien  le$  soldats  fran^aisi  qu»id  ite 
jimOQt  les  yeux  deciles,  ne  tougiront-ils  pas.  dc 
l^  condultet  et  n^  prendront-ils  pas  en  bprreur 
ceux  qui^ont  peivc^i  le  bon  esprit  qm  regnoil 
4ms  r^nnee  et  1^  tparine  fraq^aise  ?  Funest^ 
dispositions  que  ceUes  qui  out  eacourag^  l^s  &a(* 
49^  et  les  marins  a  Ir6qu6nter  lee  clubs  !  Le  R^ 
A  touJQurs  pen$e  que  la  loi  doit  Stre  ega}e  pour 
torn.    Les  officiers  qui  sont  dans  le^r  tort  dqiveat . 
^trepmus ;  mius.ils  doivent  I'^e^  comme  les  subr 
tUeraefy  s^iva&t  les    dispositions    etabli^s  par 
1(96  loix  et  reglemens.    Toutes  les  portes  4oiyen^ 
4t*COUverte$ pour  que lemerite  semOHtre  et  puisse 
wwjoer.    Tout  le  bien-^tre  qu'on  pent  donn^ 
jtUK  soldats  est  juste  et  necessaire ;  maia  il  ne 
,peut  y  avoir  d'annee  sans  ofi^ciers  et  sans  disci- 
{>Une^  et  il  n'y  en  aura  jamais^  tant  que  les  soldalp 
^  croicont  en  droit  de  juger  la  conduite  dt  leus$ 
•chefs. 

^'  j^mres  ktnm^res.  La  nomination  mux 
places  de  ministres  dans  les  cours  6trangeres  a 
6te  reservee  au  Roi,  ainsi  que  la  conduite  de$ 
jsegociations^  nmis  la  ltbert6  du  Roi  pour  cea 
choix  est  tout  aussi  nulle  que  pour  ceux  des  offi- 
<iei$  de  ^rarmee:  <ki  en  a  vu  Texemj^de  i  la 
d^mi^e  aemination»    I^  revision  et  la  confix 
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tnation  dc$  trtit^  que  s'cst  reservces  T As#eii^^e 
natipnalc,  et  la  nomination  d'un  comite  diplo- 
matique, detmiscnt  absolumentlaseconde  duipo- 
•ition.  Le  droit  de  faire  la  guerre  ne  serwt  qtfun 
droit  illusoirc,  parce  qu'il  fiaudtoit  6tre  in^nse 
pour  qu'un  Roi  qui  n'cst  ni  ne  veut  fctredespOtci 
aliat,  de  but  en  blanc,  attaquer  unautreRoyautoe, 
lorsque  le  voeu  de  sa  nation  s*y  opposcroit/  el 
qu'elle  n'accorderoit  aucun  subside  pour  la  tou- 
tenir.   Mais  le  droit  de  faire  la  paix  est  d'un  tout 
autrfe  genre.    Le  Roi,  qui  ne  fait  qu'un  aVec 
toute  la  Nation,  qui  ne  peut  avoir  d'autfe  int^rM 
<jue  le  sien,eonnott  ses  droits,  connolt  se^  beiftlnia 
ct  ses  ressources,  et  ne  craint  pas  alors  de  pfen-^ 
dre  les  engagemens  qui  lui  paroissent  propres  ^ 
assurer  son  boiiheuret  sa  tranquiUite;  mais  quanA 
il  feudra  que  les  conventions  subissent  larevisidn 
etbtconfirmationde  TAssemblee  nationale,aucune 
puissance  ne  voudra  prendre  des  en^agemcns'qitt 
-    -peuvent  ^rc  rompus  par  d'aaitr^s  que  par  eeu? 
tvec  qttiellc  contracte:  et  alors  tons  les  pouvoirs 
^  conccntrent  dans  cette  Assembltei  D'aiUcur^ 
quelque  franchise  qu'on  mette  dans  ks  negoda- 
tioBis,-e8t-ii  possible'  d'en  confier  le  acerct  A  tine 
^AssQlAlee  dont  les  d^ljb6ratton$  sont^ncccssai- 
ftmeftt  pubUques  ? 

«  dFhmtices.  Le  R<n  avoit  diiclar^^  bicitattnt 
la^conircwition  des  Etate-Geft<§mux,  qui!  recop- 
jiditei^l  d»is  les  Assembles  de  la  Nation  k  drok 
-d'accordfer  dcs  subsides^  ctqu'il  ne  vottlok  ph» 
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ixniioser   ks  peiiples  sans  leur :  coil|5ent«meQt 
.Tous  ks  cahierS  des  deputes  aux  Etats-Gen©- 
tBXkx  s'etoient  aec(»rdes  1  mettre  le  retablissement 
des  finances  au  preinier  rang  des  objets  dont 
cette  Assemblee  devait  s'occuper:  quelques^ns 
-y  avoient  mis  des  restrictions  pour  des  articles  i 
feire  decider  prealablement.    Le  Roi  a  kve  les 
difficultes  que  cejs  restrictions  auroient  pu  occar 
:]uionner,  en  alknt  au-devant  lui-m^me,  et  accor-- 
•  dant  dans  la  aeance  du  23  Juin,tout  cequi  avoit 
Ae  desire-    Le  4  Fevrier  1790,  le  Roi  a  prie  lui- 
sttAme  r  Assemblee  de  s*occuper  cfficacement  d'un 
-objet  si  .important:  elle  ne  s*en  estoccupce  que 
^ard,etd'unemani^re  qui  .pent  pa»altre  impar- 
iaite.    D  n'y  a. point  encore  de  tableau  exacite- 
jnentfait  defireGettes  et4es  d^ppns^at,  et.des  res- 
sources  qui;|>euyent  combler  le  deficits  on  s*est 
laisse fcJler.ade^^c^Jeuls fcypotbetjui^^  L'AiSsemr 
',  blec  .frfc^t  presses  4'a]^Ik  1«?  impots  d^ti^Ja  lour- 
deUr,  a  la  v^f^^pesoit  beauc^up  ^wtlp^  peuples. 
subs,  qui  dipipn^)i(^tdesrre$sour^^  s^s^re^s  ^ello 
lesr»rem^d^:P9^.  lu^yimpftt  pmsqse  wique, 
^i^usA  la ;  iey^g;  exacts  sera-  peutr^^e  di^iyjft*  Les 
t:ontributiQns!©«dinaijes  sontA^fJcq^il^  t 

'oSits  premiers  mjiUions  dJa?^ig|Q;|ft^  est^pres- 
ijpie  r66JWoroBle^i;.,  Ja§^  d^nses ^^des  d<^part^« 
-^n$dft^g»^^  at  5i^  Ja  ina^-ine,  ai*  Jieu  4J^tre 
4mJ9&«9d»,  §P9t  ^ugmepk^^,  s»ns  J  coispf^ri^ 
left  depenses  que  des  annemens  nec<s6«Ei|f^  oat 

H  2    . 


life  AfP«»B13^^ 

^ca8io!ili6c5  d^ns  Ic  cows  dc  Ja  4cmfere  aimfic^ 
pour  radmimstralion  .4e  cc  d6pai*emeot ;  lei 
Touages  oiit  ^6  fort  i!»lfiplicf ,  en  ctinfiant^  i^ 
ccttes  aux  administrations  dc  district*.   Le  Rfi3» 
^itt  k  premier  n'avoit  pas  craint  dc  rendre  pu^ 
fclics  lc8  comptes  dc  son  admmistiatton  dcs  ft» 
fiances,  ct  qui  avoit  moiftre  la  Tolontt  qwc  ks  . 
xomptcg  publics  fussedt  aablis  c©imnc  une  tb^ 
•gle  du  gouvcmcflient,  a  ct6  p»idu>  si  oda  «t 
possible,  encore  pius^faranger  k  te  departcMent 
•^^auK  autresi  ct  Ics  ptevctttions,  lis  >aoiKrfcs  A 
tes  recriminations  contre  le  gduvcmcineirt,  ca* 
^t6  ^Qcorc  plus  r6pandues  sur  cat  objet.    1m  to- 
-gle^nent  des  fonds,  le  recouvrcmeaot  defe  impo* 
sitions,  la  repartition  entre  les  departemens,  ha^ 
irecpmpenscs  pour  les  services  rendui^  toitta  sti^ 
*te  a  rinspection  du  Roi  t  il  ne  Jui  reste  qam 
quelques  scrvUes  nominations,  et  pas  m6me  k 
distribution  dequclques  gratifications,  pour  ici- 
courir  les  indigens.  Lc  Roiconnolt  les  difficult^ 
de  cette  sdlministration ;  et  s^il  etoit  possible  qtat 
la  machine  du  gouyemement  pftt  aller  sans  sa 
curveilfence  directe  sur  la  gestion  des  -financel^ 
Sa  Majesty  ne  regretteroit  que  de  ne  poovoir 
plus  concourir  par  elle-mAme  k  ^tablir  ^utt  ottfte 
stable  qui  p&t  feire  parvenir  k  la  ditntftUtion  do 
impofitons  (objet  qu'oii  sait  bien  qife  SafMajt9|( 
It  to^otirs  yivement  d6sife,  el  qu^elPe  cAt  pu'<i^ 
^  fe«ucr  sans  ks  depenses  de  la  guerre  Ite  I^Aiftil^ 


iM)u«  )Uet de  n'avwplas  la  dislribiitiim  de  secours 
l^r  ie  scmlageiBieiit  4^  malhei^reux* 

*^  Enfin  paries  decrets,  le  Roi  ^  ete  declare. 
(:hef  si^Sme  de  l'3(knkmtratio»  du  royaume. 
D'ajatre^  decrct»  subscquens  ont  reg}e  Torgaiu^ 
aation  du  lakibtere  dis  maniere  que  le  Roi,  qua 
ceh  doit  regaidar  plus  directeotent^e  peut  pouir 
taptriezn;  ydbujger  sana  de  nouvelkd^declsioBade 
rAsaemblefe.  Le  s)f:st^;Qe  de&  cbefs  du  parti  d^ 
9>inaat  a  ete  si  bien  auivt>  de  jetter  uue  telle 
mefiauce  9ur  torn  les  agjens  du  gouvememexttj 
qu'll  devient  presque  ia^possible  aujourd'hui  de 
remplir  lea  places  de  Fadministration.  Auctm 
gouveraement  ne  peut  marches  ni  subsister  saM 
une  confianee  reciproque  entre  lesadminislrateufS 
ct  les  administres ;  et  les  demiers  reglemen^  pro- 
poses .i  TAssemblee  nationale  sur  les  peines  4 
^nfiiger  aux  ministres  bu  agens  du  pouvoir  6xe- 
cjjctifj  qui  seroient  preyaxicateuTs,  pu  seroJent  JU'* 
ges  avoir  depasse  les  limites  de  leur  puissance,' 
doivent  £aire  uajtre  toutes  sortes  d'inquietudes : 
ces  disposkions  penal^s  s'etendent  meme  jus^ 
qu'aux  subalternes,  ce  qui  detruit  toute  subor- 
dinatio»>  les  iuferieurs  n^  dcvant  jamais  juger 
les  ordres  des  superieur s,  qui  ^out  responsables 
de  ce  qu'ils  commaodeat.  Cea  regkmens,  pouf 
la.njukiplicite  des^  precakurions  et  des  genres  de 
delit$  ftui  y  sontJ  ludiques*  ne  tendeut  qu'^t  ins** 
pirer  de  la  meiiance^  aulieu  de  la  cocifiauce  qui 
seroit  si  i^essair; .. 
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*'  Cctte  fonnc  de  gouvcmcment,  si  vicieiiM 
en  elle-m^mc,  k  dcvient  encore  plus  par  set 
consequences. 

**  1^ .  L'Assemblec  par  le  moyen  de  ses  comit^s, 
cxcMe  a  tout  moment  les  homes  qu'elle  s'est 
prescrites ;  elk  s'occupe  d'affaires  qui  tietment 
oniquement  k  radministration  int^curc  du  Ro» 
yaume  et  k  celle  de  la  justice,  et  cumule  ainsi 
tons  les  pouvoirs :  elle  cxerce  mcme  par  son  co- 
mite   des  recherches  im  veritable  despotisme 
plus  barbarc  et  plus  insu][$portabte  qu'aucun  de 
ceux    dont  I'histoire  ait  jamais   fait  mention. 
tP.  II  s*est  etabli  dans  presque  toutes  les  vifles 
et  m^me  dans  plusieurs  bourgs  et  villages  du 
Royaume,  des  associations  connues  sous  le  nom 
des  amis  de  la  constitution  :  contre  la  teiieur  des 
decrets,  elles  n*en  souffrent  aucune  qui  ne  soit 
affiliee   avec  elles ;  ce  qui  forme  une  immense 
*  corporation  plu^  dangereuse  qu*aucime  de  celles 
qui  existoient  auparavant.   Sans  y  dtre  autorisees, 
mais  m^me  au  mepris  de  tous  les  decrets,  elles 
deliberent  sur  toutes  les  parties  du  gouvcme- 
ment,  correspondent  entre  elles  sur  tous  les  ob- 
jets,  font  et  re^oivent  des  denonciations,  affichent 
des  arr^tes,  et'  ont  pris  uhe  telle  prepqhdferance, 
que  tous  les  corps  administratifs  et  jiidiciaires, 
sans  en  excepter  TAssemblee  nationale   elle- 
m6me,  ob^lssent  presque  tojis  &  leurs  drdres. 

"  Le  tloi'  ne  pense  piasf  qu*il  "soft  possible  de 
gouvemer  un  Royaume  d*une  si  grande  itendue 


^  d'tine  si  grande  importance  que  la  France,  pw, 
les  moyens  etablis  par  TA^semblee  natidnale^tels 
qu'ils  existent  a  present.    Sa  Majeste>  en  accor- 
dant    ki  tons  les   4ecrets   indistinctement   une 
sanction  qu'elle  savoitbten  nepas  pouvoir  refuser, 
y  a  ete  dSterminee  par  le  desir  d'eviter  toute 
discission  que  rexperience  lui  avoit  appris  6trc 
aumoins  inutile;  elle  craignoit  de  plus  qu'on  nc 
penslt  qu'ejle  vQulAt  retarder  ou  faire  manquer 
les  trayaux  de  TAssemblee  nationale>  a  la  reussite  ^ 
desquels  la^  Nation  prenoit  un  si  grand  int^rSti. 
elle  mettoit  sa  conii^ce  dans  les  |;ens  sages  do- 
cette  As^mblee  qui  reconnoisspi^t  qu'il  est  plus 
aise   de  detruire  un  gouyemement,  que  d^en 
construire  un  sur  des  bases  toutes  difTerentes.  > 
Ilsavoient  plusieurs  fois  senti  la  n^cessite,  l<ors : 
de  la  revision  annoncee  des  decrets,  de  donner 
une  force  d'action  et  de  reaction  necessaire  4-, 
tout  gouvemement :  ils  reconnoissoient  aussi  Tu* 
tilite,  d'inspirer  pour  ce  gouvernement  et  pour 
If  s  loix  qui  dojvent  assurer  la  prosperite  et  Tetat 
^  chacun,  une  confiance  telle  qu'elle  ramen&t , 
dans  le  Roya^ume  tous  les  citoyensque  le  mecon-*  \ 
tenteme^it  dans  quelques-uns,  et  dans  la  plupart 
la  crainte  pour  leur  vie  ou  pour  leurs  propri^tes,. 
ont  force  de  s'ej^p^trier. 

"  Mais  plus  on  yoit  TAssemblce  s'approcher 
du  terme  de  ses  travaux,  plus  c^  yoit  les  gens 
s*ges  perdre  If  ur  credit,  plus  les  dispositions  qui 
nt  peuYCUt.  xtl&iW  que  de  la  difficulte,  et  m^m*  ' 
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de  rim(5<>s»b3h65  dsM  k  conduUe  dii  goturei^ 
ment ,  et  inspirer  pour  lui  de  la  miBzace  et  dd 
la  fiireur,  augm^nteat  tous  les  jours ;  ki;atttr^ 
reglemens^  au  lieu  de  jetter  un  bauAe  salutiiM 
$ur  les  plaies  qui  saigii#6t  encore  dans  pIuiMMH 
provinces,  ne  font  qu'accfoltrt  les  inqui^tudies  et 
2tigiir  les  mecemtentemens.  Lr'esptit  des  dMm^ 
dolnine  et  envahit  lout:  les  dnille  joumauK  4» 
pampMets  caloiMi^eiurSs  inoemdiairety  qui  M  i^ 
pandeiyt  joumelleoient^  ne  sont  que  leurs  dtHoSj. 
et  preparent  les  esprits  de  la  maniere  dont  ila 
veulent  l^s  conduire  i  jamais  TA^sembl^e  t^tkh 
Bale  n*a  osi  remedier  k  cette  licence,  blen  6l6i^ 
gft^e  d'une  vraie  liberty  ^  ell^  a  perdu  sen  cre^ 
et  m^me  la  force  dont  elle  aiu^it  besoiH'  ^ur 
revenir  suy  ses  pas,  et  changer  ce  qui  lui  pafc^- 
tJoit  bon  k  6tre  corrige.  On  y(At  pfff  Vesprit  qtlJ- 
rigne  dans  les  clubs  6t  la  mani^re  dc«!t  ils  s'eM* 
parent  des  nouveiks  assemble  primakei,  ce 
qu'on  doit  attendre  d'eux  i  et  s'iU  laissent  apper* 
cevoir  quelques  dispositions  a  revenir  sur  que^uar 
chose,  c'cst  pour  detrpire  les  rcstes  de  la  royaut^  • 
ct  etablir  un  gouvemement  naetapbysique  et  phi*^ 
losophique,  impos^hle  dans  son  execution. 

"  Fr^n^iais,  est-ce  14  ce  que  vous  ent*ndie«  en 
cnvoyant  des  representans  i,  TAssemblee  natio- 
nale  ?  Desiriea-vous  que  Tanarchie  et  te  despo- 
tisme  des  clubs  remplii^assent  le  gouvemement 
mbnardhique,  sous  lequjel  la  Nation  a  pro§p6|^ 
pendant  quatof^e  cents  ans  ?   l^iiMz^wai  V^ir^ 
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wMrfixn  comUi  cPoutratges^  et  prive  de  si  liberty, 
pjcndatit  qii'il  ne  s'occupoit  qoe  d'etabisr  Xa  votre^ 
I  **  UwsaauT  pour  leurs  Rois  estdnc  des  vertut' 
d€s  Fnui^ais^  et  Ssp  Ms^este  en  a  re^u  persfotuieU 
lement  des  marquee  trc^  tcmchantes  pour  p(M* 
voir  janua&  les  oublier.  Les  factieux  sentoient 
bien  que 'tint que  cet  amour  subsisterott,  kur 
cmrmge  ne  piourroit  jamais  s'achever ;  Us  ien^ 
t<^ent  egalemeilt  ^ue  pour  Taffoiblir,  il  felloit, 
s^M  itoit  p06sible>  aii6antir  le  respect  qui  I'a  tovh 
jtfttrs  adcompagne,  et  c'est  la  source  des  putra* 
g4U  que  le  Roi  a  re9us  depuis  deux  ans,  et  <fe 
tdcbs  les  maux  quHl  a  soufferts.  Sa  Majesty  n'en 
traceroit  pas  ici  rafHigeant  tableau,si  elle  iie  vou- 
loit  feire  coimoltre  k  ses  fiddles  sujets  Tesprit  dc 
ces  factieux  qui  dechirent  le  sein  de  leur  patrie, 
en  faig!Mtnt  de  vouioir  la  regenerer  . 

**  Ii$  profit^rent  d'abord  de  Fespcce  d^enthou- 
siasme  cA  Ton  6toit  pour  M.  Necker,  pour  lui 
procurer,  sous  les  yeux  m&ne  du  Roi,  un  triom- 
phe  d'autant  plus  eclatant,  que  dans  le  mtme 
iii»taftit  les  gens  qu'ik  avoient  soudoyes  pour 
cela,aflfect*rent  de  nefaire  aucune  attention  k  la 
pr^scjice  du  Roi.  Enhardis  pfer  ce  premier  es- 
sai,  ill  ^toeiit,  d^s  le  lendemain  a  Versailles, 
faire  insulttr  Mr.  TArchcv^que  de  Paris,  le  pour* 
suivre  i  coups  dc  pierrcs,  et  mettre  sa  .vie  dans 
le  plus  grand  danger.  Lorsque  llnswrectioa 
eclata  <kn8  Palis  un  courier  que  le  Rc^i  avcit  en*- 
y<^  hn  utHi  puWiquement,  foulH^^ «  le^  teu : 
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tres  du  Roimime  fiucttt ouvertes.    PendastMr 
terns  rAssexhblee  imtionale  sembkit  insulter'i- 
U  doirieur  de  Sa  Majestd,  en  ne  s'occupant  qvfk 
combler  de  marques  d'estime  ces  m^mes  minis^^ 
tres  dont  le  reavoi  a  servi  de  pretexte  k  Yiasvpr^: 
rection^et  quedepuis  elle.n'ii  pas  mieux  traites 
pour  ccia,    Le  roi  s'etant  determine  k,  aUer  por* . 
ter  lui-mdme    des    paroles   de    paix    dans  Ia> 
capitate,  des  gens  apostes  sur  la  rotite   eurent; 
grand  soin  d'emp^her  ces  cris  de  vive  le  BoU  isL: 
naturels  ixa.  Fran9ai$ ;  et  les  harangues  qu'cn 
lui  fit,  loin  de  porter  Fexpression  de  ]a  recon-* 
noissance,  ne  furent  remplies  que  d'une  ironie 
am^re. 

•*  Cependant  Ton  accoutumoit  de  plus  en  phis, 
lie  peuple  au  mepris  de  la  royaute  et  des  loix :.' 
celui  de  Versailles  essayoit  de  pendre  deux  hou*  j 
sards  a  la  grille  du  chateau,  arrachoit  ,un.  parri- 
cide au  supplice,  s'opposoit  a  Tenvoi  d'un  deta-  \ 
chement  de  chasseurs,  destines  a  maintenir  le  bon 
ordre,  tandis  qu'un  energumene  faisoit  publique* 
ment  au  Palais-Royal  la  motion  de  venir  enlever : 
le  Roi  etson  fils,  de  les  garder  a  Paris,  et  d*en-. 
fermer  la  Rcine  dans  un  convent,  et  que  cettc  • 
motion,  au  lieu  d'etre. rejettee  avqc  I'indignation  : 
qu'elle  miroit  du  exciter,  etoit  applatidie.    L*Asr . 
semblee,  de  son  cote,  ncMi  contcnte  de  degrader 
la  royaute^  par  ses  decrets,  affectpit  m^me  du  me* . 
pda  pour  la  personne  du  Roi,  et  recevoit  d'une  , 
nanicre  impos^ble  a  qualifier  convenftblem^t^ 
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les  observations  du  Roi  sur  les  decrcts  de  la  nuit 
deS4et  5AoAt.  ' 

*•  Enfin  amvdrcnt  les  joumees  des  5  et  6  Oo 
tobre ;  le  recit  en  seroit  superflu,  et  Sa  Majeste 
Fepargne  d  ses  fideles  sujets,  mais  clje  ne  pent  pat 
•*emp6cher  de  faire  remarquer  la  conduite  de 
I'Assemblee  pendant  ces  horribles  scenes.  Loin' 
de  tonger  a  les  prevenir  on  du  moins  k  les  arrftter,- 
ellc  resta  tranquille^  et  se  contenta  de  repondre* 
Sl  la  motion  de  se  transporter  en  corps  chez  If 
Hoi,  que  cela  a*6toit  pas  de  sa  dignite, 

*^  Depuis  ce  itioment,  presque  tous  les  jours' 
ont  ete  marques  par  de  nouvelles  scenes  plus  af- • 
£igeantes  les  unes  que  les  autres  pour  le  Roi,  ou* 
^r  de  nouvelles  insultes  qui  lui  ont  ete  faites. 
A  peine  le  Roi  etoit-il  aux  Tuileries,  qu'un  in-^ 
nocent  ftit  masacre  et  sa  tete  promenee  dans  Paris, 
presque  sous  les  yeux  du  Roi.    Dans  plusieurs 
provinces  ceux  qui  paroissoient  attaches  au  Roi' 
ou  a  sa  personne,  ont  ete  persecutes ;  plusieurs 
mSme  ont  perdu  la  vie,  sans  qu'il  ait  ete  possible 
au  Roi  de  faire  punir  les  assasins,'ou  mfime  d*en 
t^oigner  sa  sen^ibilite.     Dans  le  jardin  m6me 
des  Tuileries,  tous    les    deputes  qui  ont  pari6^ 
eontre  la  royaute  ou  contre  la  Religion  (  car  les 
fectieuXj  dans  leur  rage,  n'ont  pas  plus  respecte 
TAutfelque  leTrdiie ),  ontre9U  les  honneurs  du 
triomphe,  pendant  que  ceux  qui  pensent  diHe* 
remment,  y  sdnt  a  tout  moment  insultes,  ^  Icur^ 
vie  m&ne  est  co&tinueHement  inehac^et  -  ^".  ^ '^ ' 


^  Ah  SedkiMtum  du.  14  JuoUet  1790^  YM^ 
scmblee^  en  nommant  le  SLoi^  par  on  decr^t  sj^ 
^i^^  pour  en  £tre  le  che^  &'c8t  oiontTi^.pai^la 
penser  qu'dleauroit  pu  eci  nommer  uai  ai^ir.^ 
A  cette  m^ine  ceremonies  malgre  la  dematuile'dit 
Rqi^  la  faxxuUe  royale  a  ete  j^M^ee  dans  iia  es^ 
droit  separe  de  celui  qu'lloccupoit:  chose  moiMi 
jusqu'i  present.  ( C'est  pendant  cette  fedeiataoa^ 
^ue  le  Roi  a  passe  les  nuHnens  ks  plus  dbo^ix  de. 
son  sejour  a  Pads«  U  s^arr^te  s^ec  complaisam:^ 
8ur  le  souvenir  des  temoignagjes  d'attachemeat  et 
d'ainour  que  lui  ont  doniies  le^  gardes  natkmaiDC 
de  toute  la  FrancCi  trembles  poinr  cette  cere<^ 
tnonte ).    , 

^'  Les  mInis|Tes  du  Roi^  ces  m^mes  ministKA 
que  VAssemblce  avoit  force  le  Roi  de  rappelkii^ 
cudent  elle  avoit  applaiidi.  la  HGinmatipii^  wt 
^te  contraints,  i  force  d'insultes  et  de  meBmm$k 
ijukter  leuj5s  places^  excepte  un. 

*'  Mesdames,  tantes  du.Roi,  et  qui  etoient 
reatees  constammentpres  de  lui^  determiaees  par 
ua  motif  de  religion^  ayapt  youlu  se  ntkitfs  k 
Romej^  les  factieux  ix'ont  pas^  youla  leur  laLssfC 
meme  la  liberte  qui  appartipnt  a  lioute  p€Efs<)nsir» 
et  qui  est  etablie  ^ar  la  declaratioaab  d^  drcH^is  df^ 
rhomme.  Ui^  troupe,  poussee  pm  t\&^  s'est 
portee  vers  Bellevue  pour  arr^ter  Jvlfisdames*  Ja 
Qoigjr  ^ant  etemanqu^  pai?  leur  proippt  def^^ 
1^  factieux  ne  se  sont  pas,  d^coai?ertes  j,  UstSfi^ 
sont  porte/j.chez  MoNsiEUitj  so»%|)rej:e»fe  qttU 


kridueifli  de  cetfe  d-marche  que  le  ^Msk  de  lia 
^uce  une  insolte^  cU^  n'a  pu  e^  tout^^fak  pe^ 
^dbad  potir  Icur  syatdme^  Cejpenditot»  n'aiyi^nt  |m 
•fidbe  anSter  Mcsdames  &  BelIeTue;ils  ot&  txouv6 
le  faioyei^  de  lei^  faire  Jtrr&ter  4  Amtti-le-Duc ;  ct 
^  a  fiittn  des  onkes  de  rAssfemblie  tuedcmafe 
-fMor  fein-  bisser  contmuer  leur  Joitte>  ceux  dm 
JBm  ayant  j^  meprisetf. 

-    '^  A  peme  la  nouvieUe  de  cettean^ettatkm.fii^ 

T^  ±T6ye:t  i  Parts>  qn'ils  ont  essi^  dc  fesre  a{>« 

5)rpityer  pari*  Assemble  hationale^cette  viofatSon 

de  liberte ;  mais  leur  coup  apnt  ete  manqu^t  ils 

smt  ekdtc  tto  aoulcvemeftt  pour  ccftHraindre  le 

Am  d  fabre  revehbr  M^sdames ;  niai$  la  booite 

xondutte  de  la  garde  n&tiondle  ( dont  le  Roi  $'e$|t 

«X)pre8s6  de  t6moigneir  sa  satisfaction )  ftyaat  dia- 

4ipe  Tattroupement,  ils  eurent  rccours  1  d'«rtrcs 

jttoyens,   U  lie  leur  avoit  pas  ete  diffioite  d'dbr 

aenrer  qu-au  imnndre  mouyement  qui  se  fatsc»t 

scntir,  une  grande  quantity  de  fiddles  wjets  se 

-rendoieat  ^ux  trU^nes  d^  TuildrieSj  et  ibnmneiidt 

^  espfece  de  bataiUosi  i^apa'ble  d'en  impair  aux 

inSal-iiiteBitioimes ;  fl«  ftxteileitent  une  6mcute  i 

Viaccnikes,et  firent  courir  a  dessein,  le  bruit  qu'oA 

-ie  acrvicwt  de  cette  occasion  pour  se  porter  aux 

.Tu&eErias^  ^hx  que  les  defenseurs  du  Roi  pussent 

jftMsiemWen^mriiieilsravQient  deja  feit,et  qti^on 

.pftt  debatiirer  Icurs  ihtentioAs  aux  y«ux  de  Ik 

•fWde  iaatiwiale^tu  leur  pr^taat  le  prigipt  ite$  £«• 
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luts  iiidmec<mtt€  letquels  ils  s'armoieAt^  Us  f^t» 
jnrent  d  bten  4  aigrir  Ie$  esprits,  que  le  Roi 
cut  la  douleur  de  voir  makraiter  sous  ses  yeux» 
aans  pouvbir  les  d^fendre^  ceux  qui  faii  don« 
jioient  les  plus  touchantes  preuves  de  leur  atta^ 
diement.  Ce  Bit  en  vaiu  que  Sa  Majesto  leur 
demanda  eUe*m6me  les  arn^s  qu'on  avmt  am* 
Aiet  suspectes.  Ce  fut  en  vain  qulIt  hii  dom^ 
rent  cette  demise  marque  de  feur  derouement ; 
den^ne  put  retenir  ces  espritsegaris^'quipdus-. 
s^ent  raiidace  jusqu*i  se  faire  livrer,  t^  briser 
ntoie  ces  armes^  dont  le  Roi  s'etoit  reiKitt  d&pi^ 
skure. 

••  Cepcndant  le  Roi,  apres  avoir  6t6  malade,  se 
disposoit  k  profiter  des  beaux  jours  du  prbtems^ 
:pour  aller  k  Saint-Claud^  comme  il  y  aroit  ete» 
i'annce  dcrni^re,  une  parti^  de  Fet^  et  de  Tau^ 
•tomne,  Comme  ce  voyage  tcmhclit  dans  la  Se- 
'fnaine*Sainte,  on  osase  servir  de  I'attachement 
comu  duifto^pour^la  Religion  de  ses  p^s,  pour 
animer  les  esprits  tx>ntre  lui ;  et  dds  le  Dimanche 
:au  tsoir,  !e  club  des  cordeliers  fit  affioher  tm  ar^ 
T6te,  dans  lequel  le  R<4  lui  m^me  etcnt  deaonc£ 
comme  r6fractaire  k  la  loi.  Le  tendemain^Sa  Ma- 
jest^  monte  en  voiture,  pour  partir  j  mais  arrivee 
nux  Tuileries,  une  foule  de  peupfe  parutvoulolr 
s'opposcr  k  son  passage ;  et  c*est  avec  bicnde'Ei 
peine  qo'on  doit- dire  ici,  que  la  garde  nattMiafe, 
4bin  de  r6primer  ics  scditieux,  se  joignit  k  dux; 
-^arpfitaejte-m^me  leschevaux.    En  vain  *%• 


de  la  Fayette  fit-il  tout  ce  quilpiif  pourfein: 
ccmiprendre  k  cette  garde  Vhorfenr  di^lzcosk* 
duite  quelle  tenoit,  ricn  nc  put  r^ussir;  le»  di«« 
cours  les  plus  insolens,  les  motions  les  plusi  abo- 

^minables  retentissoientaux  oreitles  deSaMajestej 
les  personnes  de  sa  maisoh  qui  se  trouvoient  li, 
tVmppes^rent  de  lui  faire  un  reixlpait  de  IcMr 

'^corps^  si  les  intentions  qu'on  ne  manifestoit  que 
ttopj  venoient  4  s'executer ;  mais  il  £alIoit  que  fc 

'Roi  bAt  le  calice  jusqu'i  la  liej  ses  fiddles  ser^ 

*  vitcurS'hii  furent  arrafchei  avec  violence ;  etifin, 

-ap!^6s  avoir  endure  pefldant  une  heure  trois  quarts 
toushces  outrages,  Sa  Majesty  fut  contraante  dc 
rested  dans  sa  prison ;  car^  aprds  cela^  on  ne  sau* 
r6it  appeler  cela  un  palais.  Son  premier  soin  ftit 
d'erivoyer  chercher  le  directcnre  du  departement^ 
charg6  par  ^tat  de  veillet  k  la  tranquilite  et  ^  la 

'  siirete  piiblique,  et  de  Tinstruire  de  ce  qui  vetioit 
de  se  passer.    Le  lendemain,  S.  M.  r^ndit  eHe* 

jnfeme  k  TAssemblee  nationale  pour  lui  faire  sen-, 
tir  combien  cet  evdnement  etoit  contraire  mdme 
k  la  nouvelle  constitution  j  dt  nouvelles  insultcs 
furent  le  fruit  que  le  Roi  retira  de  ces  demar- 
ches. II  fut  oblige  de  consentir  k  Teloignement 
de  sa  chapelle  et  de  la  plupart  de  ses  grands  of- 
ficiers,  et    d'approuver   la    lettre  que  son"  mi- 

*hi8trc  a  ecrite  en  son  nom  aux  cours  etrangeres ; 
enfin  d'assister,  le  jour  de  Piques,  a  la  Messe  du 
QOUveau  cure  de  St.  Germain-FAuxerrois. 

'J  D'apr^  tous  ces  motifs  d^  rinq)QSsibilkc  oi^ 
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le  Rqi  m  trouTe  d'opqrer  le  bieii^  €t  4'^mpl(c^r 
Je  mal  qui  ae  cpnunotj  est-il  etonnant  que  le  R^i 
.«tt  cherche  ^  recou^rer  m  Ubetrte  et  i^  «e  rmtH^ 
eo  sftrete  avec  ^  U^^k  ? 

Fran^ds^  ^t  ww  5W-*tput  ParUiea^s  vous  h^- 
^tans  d^une  viile  que  les  aiic6tre$  4e  Sa  Ms^^stie 
•e  pfausoient  a  appeler  leur  bonne  mile  de  P^^, 
mdfiez^vous  dcs  suggestions  tt  des  menfioqges  <^ 
yos  &T1X  amis ;  r^eiaez  a  votre  Roi  s  U  aera  toi)- 
jours  votrc  p^^i  votre  meilteur  ami  5  quel  plw- 
.fir  n'aura-^rS  pas  a  otiSilier  tQUt«6  9e»  iujjuifa  per* 
.60cm^llei»  ei  de  se  voir  au  mlUeu  de  vous^  kNr^- 
dtju'une  CQSt^titution,  qu'il  aur^  acceptee  libr^* 
msnt,  fe«  que  dotre  ^inte  Religion  s^rv  res* 
pcctee,  que  le  gQUvemement  sera  etabli  sur  un 
.pied  stable^  et  que  par  som  actioi)^  les  bieasi  et 
J'etat  de  chacun  ne  seront  plus  troubles^  que  les 
loix  ne  seront  plus  enfreintes  impup^ment^  et 
-qu'enfin  la  liberty  seta  posee  sur  des  b^sea  fermes 
-et  inebranlaUes.  '' 

A  Parif,  le  20  Join  1191. 

"  Le  Roi  defend  a  ses  ministres  de  signer 
aucun  ordre  en  son  nom,  jusqu'a  ce  quUls  aient 
re^u  ses  ordres  ulterieurs ;  il  enjoint  a  son  garde 
du  sceau  de  I'fitat,  de  le  lui  renvoyer  d'abord 
qu*il  en  sera  requis  de  sa  part.  '* 

Signs,  LOUia 

,    A  .Paris,  le  20  Juin  17H% 

No  !«• 
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I  N^  18.  ] 

Adresse  de  VAssembUe  nationale  aux  Frangais, 
^  V occasion  du  depart  du  RoU  ^t  en  rlponsc 
a  la  d^claratio7i  de  Sa  MajestL 

Le  23  Juin  1791. 

"  Un  grand  attentat  vient  de  se  commettrc... 
ti'Assemblee  nationale  touchoit  au  terme  de  ses 
longs  travaux;  la  Constitution  etoit  finie;  leg 
orages  de  la  revolution  alloient  cesser,  et  les  en- 
hemis  du  bien  public  ont  voulu,  par  un  seul  for- 
fiiit,  immoler  la  Nation  entiere  a  leur  vengeance. 
tie  Roi  et  la  FamilUe  royale  ont  ete  enleves  dans 
la  nuit  du  20  au  21  de  ce  mois.  " 

**  Vos  Represcntans  triompheront  de  cet  obs- 
'  tacle,  ils  mesureront  Tetendue  des  devoirs  qui 
leur  sont  imposes.  La  liberte  publique  seiSa 
maintCQue ;  les  conspirateurs  et  les  esclaves  ap- 
prendront  a  cohnoltre  Tintrepidite  ^es  fondateurs 
de  la  liberte  fran9aise,  et  nous  prenons  a  la  face 
de  la  Nation,  Tengagement  solennel  de  venger 
la  loi  ou  de  mourir,  " 

"  La  France  veut  ^tre  lijpre,  et  elle  sera  libre. 
On  cherche  k  faire  retrograder  la  revolution,  la 
revolution  ne  retrogradera  point.  Fran9ais,  telle 
est  votre  volonte :  elle  sera  accomplie.  ^ 

^  U  s^agissoit  d'abord  d'appliquer  la  loi  k  la 

.1 
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position  momcntanee  ou  se  trouve  Ic  royaum^. 
Le  Roi,  dans  la  Constitution,  exercc  les  fonctions 
royales  du  refus  ou  de  la  sanction,  sur  Ics  decrcts 
du  Corps  legislatif ;  il  est  en  outre  chef  du  pou* 
,  voir  executif ;  et  en  cette  demi^re  qualite,  il  fait 
executer  la  loi  par  des  ministres  responsables. 
Si  le  premier  des  fonctionnaires  publics  deserte 
son  poste,  ou  est  enleve  malgre  lui,  les  Reprc- 
sentans  de  la  Nation  revetus  de  tous  les  pouvoirs 
necessaires  au  salut  de  Tfitat  et  k  Factivite  du 
gouvernementj!  ont  le  droit  d'y  suppleer.  En  pro- 
nongant  que  Tapposition  du  sceau  de  TEtat,  et 
la  signature  du  ministre  de  la  justice,  donncront 
aux  decrets  le  caractere  et  i'autorite  de  la  loi, 
TAssemblee  nationale  constituante  a  exerce  un 
droit  incontestable.  Sous  le  second  rapport  il 
n'etoit  pas  moins  facile  de  trouverun  supplement. 
En  efFet,  aucun  ordre  du  Roi  ne  pouvant  etre 
execute,  s'il  n*est  contresigne  par  les  ministres, 
qur,  en  demeurent  responsables,  il  a  suffi  d'une 
simple  declaration  qui  ordonnJtt  provisoiremcnt 
aux  ministres  d'agir  sous  leur  responsabilite,  sans 
Ja  signature  du  Roi.  " 

'^  Apr^s  avoir  pourvu  aux  moyens  de  comple- 
ter et  de  faire  executer  la  loi,  les  dangers  de  la 
crise  sout  ecartes  a  Tegard  die  Tintcrieur  du  ro* 
yaume.  Contre  Ies%ttaques  dii  dehors  on  vient 
de  donner  a  Tarmee  un  premier  renfort  de  quatre 
cents  mille  gardes  nationales.  Au  dedans  et  au 
dehors,  la  France  a  done  tgutes  sortes  de  motifs 
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de  securite,  si  les  esprits  ne  se  laissent  point 
frapper  d'etonnement,/  s'ils  gardent  de  la  mode- 
ration. L'Assemblee  nationale  constituante  est 
en  place.  Tous  les  pouvoirs  publics  etablis  par 
la  constitution  soiit  en  activite;  le  patriotisme 
des  citoyens  de  Paris,  sa  garde  nationale,  dont  le 
z61e  est  au  dessus  de  tout  eloge,  veiUent  au  tour 
de  vos  Representans.  Les  citoyens  actifs  du 
royaume  entier  sont  enrdlcv-et  la  France  pent 
attendre  ses  ennemis.  " 

^^  Faut-il  craindre  les  suites  d'un  ecrit  arrache 
avaut  le  depart  de  ce  Roi  seduit,  que  nous  ne 
*  crpirons  inexcusable  qu'a  la  derniere  extremite? 
On  con9oit  a  jieine  Tignorance  et  les  pretentions 
de  ceux  qui  Tout  dicte;  il  sera  discute  par  la 
^uite  avec  'plus  d'etendue,  si  vos  inter^ts  Texi- 
gent ;  mais  il  est  de  notre  devoir  d'en  donner  ici 
une  idee.  " 

**  L'AssemWee  nationale  a  fait  une  proclama- 
tion solennelle  des  verites  politiques ;  elle  a  re- 
trouve,  ou  plutdt  elle  a  retabli  les  droits  sacres  du 
genre  humain ;  et  cet  ecrit  presente  de  nouveau 
la  theorie  de  Tesclavage  !  " 

**  Fran9ais !  on  y  rappelle  cette  joumee  du  23 
Juin,  ou  le  chef  du  pouvoir  executif,  ou  le  pre- 
mier des  fonctionnaires  publics  osa  dieter  ses 
yolontes  absolues  a  vos  Representans,  charges 
par  vos  ordres  de  rcfaire  la  constitution  du  ro- 
yaume. *' 

*'  On  lit  cr^nt  pas  d*y  parler  de  cette  arm^ 

la 
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qui  mena^oit  TAsscmblee  nationale  au  mois  de 
Juillet ;  on  ose  se  faire  un  merite  de  Tavoir  clow 
gnee  des  deliberations  de  vos  Representans.  '* 

"  L'Assemblee  nationale  a  genii  des  ev6ne* 
mens  du  G  Octobre.  Elle  a  ordonne  la  poursuite 
des  coupables ;  et  parce  qu*il  est  difficile  de  re- 
trouver  quelques  brigands  au  milieu  de  Tinsur- 
rection  de  tout  un  peuple,  on  lui  reproche  de  ]e^ 
laisser  impunis !  On  se  garde  bien  de  racontcr 
les  outrages  qui  provoquerent  ces  desordres.  La 
Nation  etoit  plus  juste  et  plus  genereuse ,  elle 
ne  reprochoit  plus  au  Roi  les  violences  exercees 
sous  son  r^gne,  et  sous  le  r^gne  tie  ses  ayeux.  ** 

"  On  ose  y  rappeller  la  federation  du  14  Juil- 
let de  Tannee  demiere.  Qu'en  est-il  reste  daiis 
la  memoire  des  auteurs  de  cet  ecrrt?  C*est  que 
le  premier  fonctionnaire  public  n*etoit  place  qu'S 
,  la  tete  des  Representans  de  la  Nation.  Au  mi* 
lieu  de  tous  les  deputes,  des  gardes  nationales, 
et  des  troupes  de  ligne  du  Royaume,  il  y  pro- 
non^a  un  serment  solennel ;  et  c*est  la  ce  qu*on 
oublie,  le  serment  du  Roi  fut  libre;  car  il  dit 
lui-meme,  que,  c'est  pendant  la  ftdhc^ion  qu^il 
a  passe  les  jnomens  les  plus  doux  de  son  sejour  ^ 
Paris;  qu'il  s'arrSte  avec  complaisance  sur  le 
sottvenir  des  tSmoignages  d^attachement  et  d! amour 
que  lui  out  domic  les  gardes  nationaux  de  toute  la 
France,  Si  un  jour  le  Roi  ne  declaroit  pas  que 
des  factieux  I'ont  entraine,  on  auroit  denonce  son 
parjure  au  monde  cntier.  " 
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**  £st-il  besoin  de  parcourir  tant  d'autres  rc- 
proches  si  mal  fondes  ?  On  diroit  que  les  peu- 
ples  sont  faits  pour  les  Rois,  et  que  la  clemcnce 
est  Tunique  devoir  de  ceux-ci ;  qu'une  grande 
Nation  doit  se  regenerer  sans  aucune  agitation, 
sans  troubler  un  moment  les  plaisirs  des  Rois  et 
de  leur  Cour ;  quelques  desordres  ont  accompa- 
gne  la  revolution;  mais  Tancien  despotisme  doit- 
il  se  plaindre  des  maux  qu'il  avoit  faits  ?  et  con- 
vient^il  de  s'etonner  que  le  peuple  n'ait  pas  tou- 
jours  garde  la  mesure,  en  dissipant  cet  amas  de 
corruption  forme  pendant  des  si^cles  par  les  cri- 
ipies  du  pouvoir  absolu  ?  '* 

•*  Des  adresses  de  felicitations  et  de  remerci- 
mens  sont  arrivees  de  toutes  les  parties  du  ro- 
yaume ;  on  dit  que  c'est  Touvrage  des  factieux, 
oui  sans  doute  de  vingt-quatre  millions  de  fac- 
tieux. ** 

'*  II  falloit  reconstituer  tous  les  pouvoirs  ;  par 
ce  que  tout  etoit  corrompu  ,  parce  qu'une  dette 
effrayante,  accumulee  par  Timperitie  et  les 
desordres  du  gouvemement  alloit  precipiter  la 
Nation  dans  un  abtme.  On  nous  reproche  de 
n*avoir  pas  soumis  la  constitution  au  refus  du  Roi; 
mais  la  royaute  n'est  etablie  que  pour  le  peuple, 
et  si  les  grandes  nations  sont  obligees  de  la  main- 
tenir,  c'est  parce  qu'elle  est  la  sauve-garde  de 
Jeur  bonheur.  La  constitution  lui  laisse  sa  pre- 
rogative et  son  veritable  caractere.  Vos  Repre- 
sentans  seroient  criminals,  s'ils  avoient  sacrifie 
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vingt-quatre  millions  dc  citoyens  a  Tinteret  d'un 
seul  homme.  ** 

^^  Le  travail  des  peuples  aliments  Je  tresor 
de  r£tat;  c*est  un  depot  $acre.  Le  premier 
symptome  de  Tesclavage  est  de  ne  voir  dans  les 
contributions  publiques,  qu'une  dctte  envers  le 
despotisme.  La  France  dcvoit  etrc,  sur  ce  point, 
plus  severe  qu'aucune  autre  nation.  On  a  regie 
Temploi  des  contributions  d'^pres  la  stricte  jus- 
tice. On  a  pourvu  avec  munificence  aux  df  pen- 
scs  du  Roi;  par  une  condescendance  de  TA^sem- 
blee  nationale,  il  en  a  lui-meme  fixe  la  somme ; 
Ct  pres  de  30  millions  accordes  a  la  liste  civile, 
sont  presentes  comme  une  somrae  trop  modi-^ 
que.  " 

^  Le  decret  sur  la  guerre  et  la  palx  ote  au 
Roi  ct  a  scs  ministres  le  droit  de  devouer  les 
peuples  au  carnage,  selon  le  caprice  ou  les  cal- 
culs  de  la  Cqur;  Et  Ton  paroit  le  regretter! 
Des  traites  desastreux  pnt  tour  a  tour  sacrifie  Ic 
territoire  de  TEmpire  fran9?us,  les  tresors  de 
rfitat,  et  rindustrie  des  citoyens,  I^e  Corps  le- 
gislatif  connoitra  mieux  les  inter^ts  de  la  Nation, 
et  Ton  nous  reproche  dc  lui  avbir  conserve  la  re- 
vision et  la  confirmation  des  traites!  Quoi  done ! 
N'^vez-vous  pas  fait  une  assez  longue  experiepc^ 
des  crreiirs  du  gouvernement  ?  " 

*^  $ous  Tancien  regime  Tavancement  et  la  di^ie 
cipline  des  soldats  et  des  officiers  de  terre  et  dp 
pier  etpjent  abandonees  au  caprice  du  minist^f§t 
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L'Assemblee  nationale,occupee  de  leur  honheuf, 
'leur  a  restitue  des  droits  qui  leur  appartiennent ; 
Tautorite  royale  n'aura  plus  que  le  tiers  ou  le 
quart  des  places  a  donner,  et  Ton  ne  trouve  pcmit 
cette  part  suffisante !  ** 

•*  On  attaque  votre  ordre  judiciaire,  sans  son* 
ger  que  le  Roi  d'un  grand  peuple  ne  doit  se  nii^- 
ler  de  Tadministration  dc  la  justice  que  pour  faire 
observer  les  loix  et  cxecutcr  les  jugemens.  On 
vcut  exciter  des  regrets  sur  le  droit  de  fairc  grace 
et  de  commuer  les  peines,  et  cependaut  tout  le 
monde  sait  comment  ce  droit  est  exerce^  et  sur 
quilesmonarquesrepandentde  pareilles  faveurs." 

"  Se  plaindre  de  ne  pouvoir  plus  ordonner  tou- 
tes  les  parties  dc  FAdministration,  c'est  reven- 
diquer  le  despostisme  ministeriel.  Certes  le  Roi 
ne  pouvoit  Texercer  lui-meme.  On  a  laisse  au 
peuple  le  choix  de  ses  administrateurs ;  mais  ces 
m^mc  administrateurs  sont  sous  rautorite  du  Roi, 
en  tout  ce  qui  ne  concerne  pas  la  repartition  de 
rimpotjil  pent  sous  la  responsabiIit6  de  ses  mi- 
nistres,  anriuller  leurs  actes  irreguliers,  les  sus- 
pendre  de   leurs  fonctions,  *' 

*^  Les  pouvoirs  une  fois  repartis,  le  corps  le^ 
gislatif,  comme  tout  autre  pouvoir  public,  ne 
pourra  isortir  des  bornes.qui  lui  sont  assignees. 
Au  defaut  des  ministres,  rimperieuse  necessite  ^ 
force  quelquefois  rAssemblee  nationale  a^e  me- 
Icr  malgre  elle  dc  Tadministration.  Ce  n'est  pa.s 
»y  gouverncmcnt  a  Jc  lui  reprocher.     Oa  doit  le 

I  4 
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dire,  il  n'inspiroit  plusdc  confiancc,ct  tandis  que 
tous  les  Fran^ais  se  portoient  vers  le  Corps  legist 
latif  comme  centre  d'action,  FAssemblee  ne  s'est 
jamais  occapee  sur  ce  point,  qxie  des  dispo  itions 
necessaires  au  maiirtien  de  la  liberte.  Devpit-eile 
conserver  de  la  confiance  ?  Vous  pouvcz  en  juger 
d'aprds  le  depart  du  Roi.  '* 

"  La  faction  qui  a  la  suite  de  ce  depart  a  trace 
la  longue  liste  de  reproches  auxqueL  il  seia  si  fisu 
cilc  de  repondre,s'est  demasqueeelle-meme.  De4 
imputations  souvent  renouvcllees  en  decelcnt  la 
source.  On  se  plaint  de  la  complication  du 
houveau  regime,  et  par  une  contradiction  sen- 
sible, on  se  plaint  en  m6me  tems  de  la  duree 
biennale  des  fonctions  des  electeurs.  On  re^ 
proche  amerement  aux  societes  des  amis  de  la^ 
constitution  cet  amour  ardent  de  la  liberte  qui  a 
tant  servi  la  revolution  et  qui  pent  6tr^  si  util? 
encore,  si  dans  les  circonstances  actuelks  il  est 
dirige  par  uti  patriotisme  tout  a  la  fois  prydent 
et  eclaire*  " 

**  Faut-il  parler  enfin  de  cette  insinuatk»i  re-» 
lative  a  la  Religion  catholique  ?  L*Assemblec 
nationale,  vous  le  savez,  n'a  fait  qu'user  des 
droits  de  la  puissance  civile  ;  elle  a  retabli  la  pu? 
rete  des  premiers  siecles  Chretiens,  et  ce  ne  sont 
pas  les  inter^ts  duCiel  qui  dictent  ce  reproche.  *' 

**  Fran9ais  !  Tabsence  du  Roi  n*arr6tera  point 
Factivite  du  gouvemement,  et  un  seul  danger 
re^l  vous  menace.     Vous  avez  a  vous  prcmun^r 
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^ontre  la  suspension  des  tcavaux  de  rindnstrie, 
(du  paiement  des  contributk^s  publiqucs^  cimtre 
cette  agitation  sans  mesure,  qui^  bouleverserotjt 
rEtat  par  excds  de  patriotisme^ii  I'lnstigation  de 
nos  ennemis,  commenceroit  par  I'anarchicj  et  fi- 
^airoit  par  la  guerre  civile.  ** 

"  C'cst  sur  ce  danger  que  TAssemblee  natio- 
laale  appelle  la  sollicitude  de  tons  les  bons  ci« 
•toyens  5  c'est  ce  malhcur  yeritable  qu'il  faut  evitcr* 
Vos  rcpresentans  vous  exhortent  au  nom  de  la 
|>atrie3  au  nomde  la  liberte,  a  ne  pas  le  perdre  de 
Tue.  Dans  les  momens  de  crise  11  est  neces* 
saire  de  developper  un  grand  caract^re  5  c*e8t 
alorsque  leshaines  privees  et  les  interets  parti- 
culiers  doivent  disparoltre,  le  pcuple  qui  vicnt  de 
reconquerir  sa  liberte,  doit  sur-tout  montrer  cette 
fermete  tmnquille  qui  doit  faire  pl^lir  les  tyrans.  " 

^*  Le  grand^  presque  Tunique  inter6t  qui  doive 
IKHis  occuper  particuli^rement  jusqu^a  Tepoque 
tr^s-prochaine  ou  TAssemblee  nationale  aura  pris 
une  resolutimi  definitive,  c'estle  maintien  de  Tor- 
dre,  Uordre  pent  exister  par-tout  ou  il  existe  un 
«:e9tre  d^aptorite^  il  se  trouye  dans  TAssembl^e 
de  vos  representans.  II  sufEra  provisoirement,  si 
la  voix  des  citoyens  prononce  avec  energie  Tobli- 
gation  de  respecter  la  loi;  si  la  force  publique  de 
Varmee,  des  gardes  nationales,  et  de  tous  les 
Fran9ais  en  appuie  Texecution.  Nous  gemirons 
des  malheurs  de  notre  Roi ;  nous  appelleix)n$  la 
vengeance  des  loix  sur  ceyx  qui  Tout  entaaiqS 
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loin  dc  son  poste ;  mais  rcnipire  ne  seta  point 
chranle  5  ractivite  dc  radministration  ct  de  la 
Justice  ne  sera  point  ralentie,   Ralliez-vbus  done 
$Ur  ce  pointy  auquel  le  salut  de  la  France  est  at- 
tache ;  surveillez  ces  hommesqui  ne  voient  dans 
les  calamites  publiques  qu'une  occasion  favora- 
ble a  leur  brigandage.   Unissez  vos  efforts  pour 
empecher  les  violences,  pour  assurer  les  contri- 
^butions,  et  la  libre  circulation  des  subsistances, 
pour  maintenir  la  siirete  des  personnes  et  dc  tou- 
•tes  les   proprietes.      Montrez  la  loi   aux  cou- 
■pables ;  fortifiez  les  autorites  constitutionnelles 
de  toute  la  puissance  de   la  volonte  generale  ; 
.que  les  factieux  qui  demandent  Je  sang  de  leufs 
concitoyens  voient  Tordre  se  maintenir  au  milieu' 
^    des  orages,  la  constitution  s'affermir  et  devenii 
plus  chere  aux  Fran9ais  par  les  coups  qu'ils  lui 
porteftt)  qu'enfin  les  dangers  qui  vous  6taient 
reserves,  n^atteignent  que  les  enncmis  de  votre 
bonheur.    La  capitale  peut  servir  de  modele  au 
.reste  de  la  France;  le  depart  du  Roi  n'a  poiqt 
-C^nse  d'agitation;  et,  ce  qui  fait  Je  desespoir  de 
iios  ennemis,  elle  jouit  d'une   tranquilUte  par^ 
faite.  " 

"  II  est  envers  les  grandes  nations  des  atten- 
tats que  la  gencrosite  seule  pent  faire  oublier, 
Le  peuple  fran^^is  etoit  fier  dans  la   servitude  j 
Jl  nioritre  les  vertus  et  I'hero'isme  de  la  liberte, 
.que  les  ennemis  de  la  constitution  le  sachcnt; 
?|><nir  a^servir  de  nouveaq  le  terr}toire  d^  cet  ejn^  * 
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pire^  il  faudroit  aneantir  la  Nation.  Le  despo- 
.tisme  formera,  s'il  le  vcut,  une  pai'eille  entre- 
prise ,  il  sera  vaincu  i  ou,  a  la  suite  de  son  afFreux 
triomphe,  il  ue  trouvera  que  des  mines,   " 

Signis,  Alexandre  Be  AUHARN  A  IS,  president; 

MAtTRIET,  ReGNIER,  LE  CaRLIER,  FriCAUI^, 

Grsnot,  Merle  Secretaires. 

[    N^  19.    ] 

Extrait  du  R^citfait  par  Drouet  a  r Assent- 
blcc  dans  la  siance  du  24  Juin  1791 . 

Je  suis  maltre  de  poste  a  Sainte-Menehould, 
ancien  dragon  au  regiment  de  Conde;  mon 
camarade  Guillaume  est  un  ancien  di^gon  au 
jregiment  de  la  Reine.  Le  21  Juin,  a  7  heures  et 
^iemie  du  soir,  deux  voitures  et  onze  chevaux  re- 
lai^rcnt  a  la  poste  de  Sainte-Menehould,  -  Jc 
cms  reconnoitre  la  Reine,  et  appercevant  un 
hommc  dans  le  fond  de  la  voiture  a  gauche,  jc 
fus  frappe  de  la  ressemblance  de  sa  phisionomre 
-evec  Teffigie  d' un  assignat  de  50^  livres.  Ces 
voitures  etant  couduites  p^r  un  detachemcnt  dc 
dragons,  lequ«l  succ6doit  a  un  detachement  de 
hussards,  sous  le  pretexte  de  proteger  un  tresor, 
cette  escorte  me  confirma  dans  mes  soup^ons^ 
HBur-topt  iQrsque  je  vis  le  commandant  d^  ce  de- 
tgphem^nt  patler  d'uq  air  trc^-iuume  a  Tun  dc« 
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<!Ouriers.  Cependant,  craignant  d'exciter  dc 
busses  alarmes,  etaut  tout  seul,  ne  pouvant  con« 
stilter  pcrsonne,  jc  laissai  partir  les  voitures;  mais 
Yoyant  aussitot  les  dragons  pr^ts  k  se  mettreen 
mouvcment  pour  les  suivre,  et  voyant  qu'apr^g 
avoir  demande  des  chevaux  pour  Verdun,ces  voi- 
tures prenoient  la  route  de  Varennes,  je  pris  un 
chemin  de  traverse  pour  les  rejoindr^.  Je  les  de- 
van9ai  k  Varennes ;  il  etoit  onze  heures  du  soir, 
il  faisoit  tres-noir ;  tout  le  monde  etoit  couche. 
Les  voitures  furent  arretees  dans  unc  rue  par  une 
dispute  qui  eut  lieu  entre  les  postilions  et  le 
maitre  deposte  du  lieu.  Celui-ci  vouloit  qu'on  fit 
rcposer  et  rafraichir  leschevaux^selon  Tusage  ;  le 
Roi  au  contraire  vouloit  accelerer  son  depart.  Je 
dis  alors  a  mon  camarade — Es-tu  bon  patriote  ?~- 
N'cn  doutc  pas. — Eh  bien,lui  repondis-je,le  Roi  est 
a  Varennes ;  il  fautTarreter. — ^Alors  nous  descen- 
dhnes,  et  nous  fimes  reflexion  que  pour  le  suo 
ces  de  notre  projet,  il  falloit  barricader  la  rue 
ct  le  pont  par  on  le  Roi  devoit  passer. 

En  consequence,  nous  nous  transport^mes,  mm 
tt  mon  camarade  pres  du  pont  de  Varennes ;  il 
y  avoit  heureusement  tout  pr6s  une  voiture  char- 
gee  de  meubles,  nous  Famenames,  et  la  culbu- 
t^mcs,  de  maniere  qu'il  etoit  impossible  de  pas^ 
,»cr.  Alors^  nous  courumes  chercherle  procureur 
,dc  la  Commune,  le  maire,  le  commandant  de  la 
gbacd^  nationale,  et  en  moms  d'un  demi  quart 
^li0ure  nous  fumes  reunis  au  nombre  de  8  hon^ 
3 
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mes  de  bonne  volonte.  Le  comm^idant  dela  g«r^ 
nationale,  accompagne  du  procurcur  de  la  Com 'I 
mune  s'approch^rent  de  la  voiture  et  demandAreat 
aux  voyageurs  quiils  etoient,  et  cm  ils  alloient^ 
La  Reine  repondit,  quails  etoient  presses.  On 
insista  pour  avoir  nn  passeport ;  elle  donna  enfia 
ton  passeport  a  deux  gardes  d'horaieur,  qui  dts^ 
cendirent  et  vinrent  a  I'auberge.  Ce  passeport 
portoit  le  nom  de  madame  la  baronne  de  CorfF^ 
&c.  Quelques  personnes  qui  entendinent  la 
lecture  de  ce  passeport  disoient  qu'il  devoit  suf- 
fire.  Nous  combattimes  cette  idee,  paree  que  le 
passeport  n'etoit  signe  que  du  Roi,  et  qu'il  devoit 
Tetre  aussi  par  le  president  de  TAssemblee  na- 
tionale.  Si  vous  6tcs  une  etrang^re,  disions-noua 
a  la  Reine,  pourquoi  ayez  vous  assez ^'influence 
pour  faire  partir  apres  vous  un  detachenient  ? 
Pourquoi,  lorsque  Vous  passates  par  Clermont,  en 
avez-vous  eu  assez  pour  vous  faire  suivre  par  un 
j)remier  detachement  ?  D'apr^  ces  reflexions  et 
notre  obstination,  on  delibera  que  les  voyageurs 
tit  partiroient  que  le  lendemain.  lis  descen- 
dirent  datis  la  maison  du  procurcur  de  la  Com- 
murie. 

Ators,  de  lui-m6me,  le  Roi  nous  dit,  Voild 
le  Roi,  voila  mon  spouse  et  mes  enfans ;  tiou» 
vous  conjurons  de  nous  traiter  avec  ks  egafdt 
que  lesFran5ais  ont  toujours  euj)our  leurs  Rois. 
Aussitot  les  gardes  nationales  accoururent  en 
foulc,  et  Ton  vit  en  mfime  terns  arriver  les  hus^ 
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iards  le  sabf e  a  la  maiti ;  ils  essay^rent  d^appmH 
chef  de  la  maison  ou  etoit  le  Roi;  mais  nous  leur 
cri&mes  que  si  on  vouloit  rarracher,  on  ne  I'ar- 

racheroit  que  mort  d'entre  nos  mains Le 

commandant  de  la  garde  nationale  eut  Tattention 
en  outre  de  faire  venir  deux  petites  pieces  d*ar- 
tillerie  qu*il  fit  mettre  a  rembouchure  de  la  rue 
par  en  haut,  et.  deux  autres  en  has,  de  maniero 
que  les  hussards  se  trouv^rent  cntre  deux  feux* 
On  les  somma  de  descendre  de  cheval.  M.  Go-, 
guclas  s'y  refusa :  il  dit  qu'il  vouloit  avec  sa  troupe 
garder  le  Roi :  on  lui  repondit  que  la  garde  na- 
tionale le  g^rderoit  bien,  qu'elle  n'avoit  pas  be- 
soin  de  son  secours ;  il  insista,  alor^  le  comman- 
dant de  la  garde  nationale  ordonna  aux  canon- 
niers  de  sc  mettre  a  leurs  rangs  et  de  faire  feu, 
ilsprirent  lameche  a  la  main....  Mais  j'ai  Thon- 
neur  de  vous  observer  qu'il  n'y  avoit  rien  dans 
les  canons. 

En  un  mot  le  commandant  de  la  garde  natio* 
nale  et  la  garde  nationale  firent  si  bien  qu'ils 
parvinrent  k  desarmer  les  hussards;  le  Roi  fut 
done  constitue  prisonnier.  Ayant  ainsi  rempli 
notre  devoir,  nous  retoum^mes  chez  nous  au  mi- 
Jieu  des  felicitations  de  nos  concitoyens;  et 
no\x$  sommes  venus  deposer  dans  le  sein  de  TAs- 
•cmblee  nationale  Thommage  de  nos  services.. 
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[     N^  20.     ] 

Didarations  doiinces  par  U  Roi  etpar  la  Reiiie 
aux  Commismres  de  VAssembUe,  h  Di-^ 
Tnanche  26  Juiii    1791. 

DlJ.  CLARATION    PU    ROL 

•^  Je  vols.  Messieurs,  par  Tobjet  de  la  mis- 
sion qui  vous  est  dojinee,  qu'il  ne  s'agit  point  ici 
d*un  interrogatoire;  mais  je  ^veux  bien  repondrb 
au  desir  de  TAssemblee  nationalc,  je  ne  craiu- 
drai  jamais  de  rendre  publics  les  motifs  de  ma; 
conduite.  " 

'*  Les  motifs  de  mon  depart  sont  les  outrage.$ 
ct  les  menaces  qui  ont  ete  faites,  le  18  Avrilj  a 
ma  famille  et  a  moi-meme.  Depuis  ce  tems,  plu- 
sieurs  ecrits  ont  cherehe  a  provoquer  des  violen-. 
ces  contre  ma  personne  et  ma  famille,  ct  ces  in-' 
suites  sont  restees  jusqu'^  present  impunies ;  j*ai 
cru  d^s-lors  qu'il  vCy  avoit  pas  de  surete,  ni  m6me 
de  decencc  pour  ma, famille  et  pour  moi  de  res- 
ter  a  Paris  5  j'ai  desire  en  consequence  quitter 
cette  villc,  Ne  le  pouvant  faire  publiquement 
j'ai  resolu  de^sortir  de  nuit  et  sans  suite.  " 

^^  Jamais  mon  intention  n'a  ete  de  sortir  du 
jovaumc.    Je  n'ai  cu  aucun  concert  suf  cet  ob- 
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jet,  ni  avec  les  puissances  etrangires,  m  avec 
mes  parens,  ni  avec  aucun  autre  Fran9ais  sorti 
du  royaume.  Je  pourrois  donner  pour  preuve  dc 
mon  intention  que  des  logeniens  etoient  prepares 
a  Montmedi,  pour  me  recevoir  ainsi  que  ma  fa- 
miile.  " 

**  J'avois  choisi  cctte  place,  parce  qu'etaot  for- 
tifiee,  ma  famille  y  auroit  ete  en  siirete,  et  qu'c- 
tant  pr^s  des  frontieres,  j'aurois  ete  plus  a  portee 
de  m'opposer  k  toute  espece  d'invasion  dans  la 
France,  si  on  avoit  voulu  en  tenter  quelque$ 
fines,  et  de  me  porter  moi-meme  par-tout  06  j'au^ 
rois  pu  croire  qu*il  y  avoit  quelque  danger.  '' 

*^  Enfin,  j'avois  choisi  Montmedi  commie  le 
premier  point  de  ma  retraite,  jusqu'au  moment 
oii  j'aurois  trouve'i  propos  de  me  rehdre  danS 
telle  autre  partie  du  royaume  qui  m'auroit  paru 
convenable.  '* 

*^  Un  de  m^s  principaux  motifs^  eft  quitfanl 
Paris i  Hoit  de  faire  tbmber  F argument  qu*dn  ft- 
roit  de  ma  non  libertSy  qui  pouvoit  devenir  une 
occasion  nouvelle  de  troubles.  *' 

*^  Si  j'avois  eu  Tintention  de  sbrtir  du  ro- 
yaume, je  n'aurois  pas  publi6  mon  memoire  le 
jour  de  mon  depart ;  mais  j*auro&  attendu  d*^e 
hors  des  frontieres.  *' 

*'  Je  conservois  toujoiirs  le  desir  de  retoumcr 
a  Paris.  C'est  dans  ce  sens  qu*il  faut  entendre 
h,  derniere  phrase  de  mon  memoire,  dans  laquelle 
je  dis :  Ffangaisy  et  votes  sur-toul  Parisiens,  quel 

plai^ir 
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plaisir  tCaurauje  pas  ^  me  relrouver  an  milieu  dc 
baus! 

*^  Je  n*avois  dans  ma  voiture  que  1 3,000, livres 
eil  or,  et  560,000  livres  en  assignats,  contenus 
dans  le  porte-feuille  qui  m'a  ete  renvoye  par  le 
Departementv  '^ 

"  Je  n'ai  prevenu  Monsieur  de  mon  depart, 
que  pen  de  terns  auparavant :  il  n'a  passe  dans  le 
pays  etranger  que  parce  qu'il  avoit  ete  convenu 
entre  lui  et  m6i  que  qous  ne  suivrions  pas  la 
meme  route,  et  il  dtvoit  veriir  en  France  auprei 
de  moi,  *' 

^^  J'avois  fait  dinner  des  ordres  peu  de  jours 
av£^t  nK)n  depart,  aux  trois  personnes  qui  m'ac* 
compagnoient  en  courriers,  de  se  faire  faire  des 
habits  de  coinriers  pour  porter  des  depfeches* 
Ce  n*est  que  la  veille  que  Tun  deux  a  re^u  ver- 
Element  notes  ordres.  " 

^'  XiC  Passe-port  etoit  necessaire  pour  facilitet 
mon  voyage:  il  n'a  ete  indiqu6  pour  uii  pays^ 
etranger,  que  parce  qu'on  n'en  donnoit  pas  au 
bureau  des  affaires  etrangeres  pour  Tinterieur  du 
TOyaume ,  et  k  route  indiquee  par  Francfort  H*a 
pas  eta  suivie  dans  ce  voyage.  '* 

^  Je  n'ai  jamais  fait  aucune  protestation  que 
cclle  contenue  dans  le  memoire  que  j'avois  fait  k 
mon  depart.  Cefte  protestatioti  iieportepas  mime 
uinsi  que  le  contenu  du  memoire^  sur  le  fond  des 
principes  de  la  Cojistitufion,  mais  sur  lafomie^  des 
-sajidionss  c*es('d-dire,  sur  Upeu  de  liberie  dfintfy 
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paroissois  jouivy  et  siir  ce  que  les  decrets  rCayant 
pas  itc  pTcsentcs  en  masse y  je  ne  pouvois  pas  juger 
de  Vensemhle  de  la  Constitution.  " 

*^  Le  principal  reproche  qui' est  contenu  dans  le 
memoire,  se  rapporte  aux  difficultes  dans  les  moyens 
dH administration  et  d! execution.  Tai  reconnu  dans 
vion  voyage  que  F opinion  publique  etoit  dScidee  en 
faveur  de  la  Constitution.  Je  rCavoispas  cru  pou* 
voir  connoltre  pleinonent  cette  opinion  publique 
d,  Paris y  maisy  d^aprh  les  notions  quefai  recueil- 
lies  personnellement  dans  ma  route yje  me  suis  con^ 
vaincu  combien  il  etoit  necessaire  pour  le  bonheur 
de  la  Nation,  et  mime  pour  la  Constitution,  de  don^ 
ner  de  la  force  aux  pouvoirs  etablis  pour  7naintenir 
tordre  public.  " 

*^  Aussitdt  que  fai  reconnu  la  volojiti  ghiSraU, 
je  rCai  point  liisite,  comme  je  n^ai  jamais  hesite,  de 
faire  le  sacrifice  de  tout  ce  qui  nicest  personnel 
pour  le  bonheur  du  peuple,  qui  a  toujours  itS 
Vobjet  de  mes  dhirs.  Toublierai  volontiers  tons 
les  dSsagremens  que  je  peux  avoir  essuiS,  pour  m^ 
surer  la  paix  et  la  tranquillite  de  la  Nation.  " 

"  Le  Roi,  apr^s  avoir  pris  lecture  de  la  decla- 
ration, a  observe  qu'il  ayoit  omis  d'ajouter  qu^ 
la  gouvemantc  de  son  fils  et  les  femmes  de  suite, 
n'avoient  ete  averties  que  peu  de  terns  avant  son 
depart ;  et  le  Roi  a  signe  avec  nous.  " 

SignSs,    LOUIS,    Tronchet,    Duport    et 
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Declaration  doniiie  par  la  Ikine  aux  Commis- 
saires  de  V Assemblies  le  Lundi  ^1  Juin  1191. 

•^  Je  declare  que  le  Roi  desirant  partir  avec 
ses  enf^ns,  rien  dans  la  nature  n'auroit  pu  m'em-  > 
p^cher  de  le  suivre.  J'ai  assez  prouve>  depuis 
deux  ans,  dans  plusieurs  circonstances,  que  je 
VOUldis  ne  le  quitter  jamais.  Ce  qui  m'a  encore 
•plus  determinec,  c*est  Tassurance  positive  que 
j'avois  que  le  Roi  ne  vouloit  pas  quitter  le  ro- 
yaume ;  s'il  en  avoit  eu  le  desir,  toute  ma  force 
auroit  ete  employee  pour  Ten  empecher.  " 

*^  La  gouvemante  de  mon  fils  etoit  maladc 
depuis  trois  semaines,  et  n'a  re^u  les  ordres  que 
pcu  de  tems  avant  le  voyage  -,  elle  en  ignoroit 
absolument  la  destinatioxi.  Elle  n'a  emporte 
avec  elle^aueune  espece  de  hardes;  et  j'ai  ete 
obligee  moi^^meme  de  lui  en  preter.  " 

"  Les  trois  courriers  n'ont  point  su  la  destina- 
tion ni  le  but  du  voyage.  Sur  le  chemin  on  leur 
donnoit  de  Targcnt  pour  payer  les  chevaux :  ils 
fecevoient  Tordre  pour  la  toute,  Les  deux  fern* 
mes  de  chambre  ont  ete  averties  dans  Tinstant 
m^me  du  depart,  et  Tune  d'elles  qui  a  son  marl  , 
dans  le  chateau,  n'a  pas  pu  le  voir  avant  de  par- 
tir. " 

^*  Monsieur  et  Madame  devoient  venir 
nousjoindre  en  Frs^nce,  ct  Us  i;ie^sojit  passes  daps 
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le  pays  etranger  que  pour  ne  pas  embarrasser  et 
^re  manquer  de  chevaux  sur  kt  route.  Nous 
sommes  sortis  par  Tappartement  de  M.  de  Vil- 
lequier>  en  prenant  la  precaution  de  ne  sortir  que 
separement  et  a  diverses  reprises.  '* 

'*  Apres  avoir  fait  lecture  a  la  Reine  de  la  pre- 
sente  declaration^  elle  a-reconnu' qu*elle  etoit 
conforme  i  ce  qu*elle  nous  avoit  ditj  et  elle.  a  si« 
gne  avec  nous.  " 

Sign6s,     MAR  IE- ANTOINETTE, 

Tronchet,  d'Andr^  et  Dufort. 


[    N^  21.    ] 

Lettre  de  M.    le  Marquis  de  BouiLLfe  ^ 
VAssembUe. 


A  Luxembourg,  le  26  Juln  I79I. 

•At 

Messieurs, 


Le  Roi  vient  de  faire  un  efFort  pour  briser  k^ 
fers  dans  Icsquels  vous  le  retenez  depuis  long- 
tems,  ainsi  que  sa  famille  infortunec.  Une  des- 
tinee  aveugle  k  laquelle  les  empires  ,sont  soumis, 
et  centre  laquelle  la  prudence  des  hommes  fte 
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peut  ricn,  en  a  decide  aiitrement :  U-  est  encore 
votre  captif>  et  ses  jours  ainsi  que  ceux  de  la 
Reine,  sont  ( et  j'en  fremis )  a  la  disposition  d*un 
peuple  que  vous  avez  rendu  feroce  et  sangui- 
naire,  et  qui  est  devenu  Tobjet  du  mepris  de  Tu- 
nivers.  II  est  intercssant  pour  vous.  Messieurs, 
pour  ce  que  vous  appellez  la  Nation,  pour  moi 
enfin,  pour  le  Roi  lui-m6mc,  que  les  causes  qui 
ont  produit  cet  ev^nement,  que  les  circonstances 
qui  Tout  accompagne,  que  le  grand  objet  qui 
deVQit  en  ^tre  le  resultat  et  qui  avoit  inspire  au 
Roi  ce  dessein  noble  et  courageux,  soient  connus 
d^s  Fran9ais ;  quails  le  soient  de  I'Europe  enti^re. 
et  que  Ton  sache  qu'^n  desertant  de  sa  prison,  en 
voulant  chercher  sur  la  frontiere  un  asile  pr^s  de 
moi  et  parmi  ses  troupes,  il  a  eu  moins  en  vue 
gem  ^alut  que  celui  d'un  peuple  ingrat  et  cruel. 
Les  dangers  qu'il  pouvoit  courir^  ceux  auxquels 
fl  exposoit  sa  £amille,  rien  n'a  pu  Tarr^ter ;  il  n'a 
^oute  que  la  generosite  et  la  bonte  de  son  coeur, 

^^  Degage  d^ns  pe  moment  de  tous  les  liens 
qui  m'attgchoient  ^  vous^  n*etant  plus  retenu  par 
aucime  ccmsideration,  libre  enfiji,  je  vais  vous 
par4er  Ic  langage  de  la  verite  que  vous  n'^tes 
peut-etre  plus  en  ^tat  d'entendre,  et  que  vous 
ii*ecouterez  sans  doute  pas ;  mais  j'aurai  rempli 
tout  ce  que  je  dojs  i  ma  pratrie,  tout  ce  que  je 
dois  a  mon  Ro}^  tout  c^  que  je  me  dois  k  moi« 
in^me.  " 

♦*  Je  ne  vous  r^ppejler^i  pas.  Messieurs,  ce 

K  3 


•"*■  ^ 


1*0  Appendix.^ 

que  vous  avez  fait  depuis  deux  ans ;  je  ne  retra* 
cerai  pas  le  tableau  du  desordre  affrcux  dans  le- 
quel  vous  avez  plonge  le  royaume  5  rnais  le  Roi 
etoit  devenu  le  prisonnier  de  son  peuple  ;  lui  et 
son  auguste  famille  etoie^jt  en  butte  aux  plu-,  san-. 
glans  outrages.  Attache  a  mon  Souverain,  atta-. 
che  a  la  Monarchic,  en  detestant  les  abus  qui 
etoient  resultes  d'une  autorite  trop  etenduCjCt 
qu'il  vouloit  lui-meme  circonscrire,  je  gemissoia 
de  la  frenesie  du  peuple  que  vous  aviez  egare ;  je 
gemissois  des  malheurs  du  Roi;  je  blamois  vos 
operations  ridicules  et  insensees;  mais  j'esperois. 
qu'enfin  la  raison  reprendroit  ses  droits  5  que 
le  delire  du  peuple  cesseroit;  que  les  mechans 
seroient  confondus  ;  que  Vanarchie  que  vous 
avez  etablie  par  principes,finiroit  3  que  Tordre  re-? 
naitroit  et  nous  rameneroit  uri  gouverncment  si-: 
non  excellent,  du  moins  supportable,  et  que  le 
terns  pourroit  le  rendre  meilleur;  c*est  ce  qui 
m'a  fait  souffrir  toutes  les  epreuves  auxquelles. 
vous  m*avez  mis,  depuis  le  commencement  de  la 
revolution :  mon  attachement  pour  le  Roi,  mon 
amour  pour  ma  patrie,m'ont  donne  Ic  courage  et 
la  patience  necessaires  pour  braver  les  insultes  et 
les  affronts,  et  pour  supporter  }a  honte  et  Thu- 
miliation  de  communiquer  avec  vous.  Le  terns  a 
detruit  mes  esperances :  j'ai  vu  que  dans  votre  As-? 
semblee  il  ne  regnoit  aucun  esprit  public  5  qufe 
celui  de  faction  seul  y  dominoit,  et  la  divisoit  ei\ 
plusieurs' partis,  dont  les  uns  voubient  le  4p8^r? 
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dre,  rentretenoient,  le  provoquoieiit  mcme  pour 
faire  naitre  la  guerre  civile,  comme  etant  pour  eux 
la  seule  voie  de  salut ;  les  autres  vouloient  uhe  Re- 
publique.  M.  de  la  Fayette  etoit  a  la  tete  de  ce 
parti ;  son  ambition  sourde  et  cachee  le  conduisoit 
au  $eul  but  qu'il  avoit  d'etre  le  chef  d'un  gouver- 
nement  aussi  monstrueux  pour  nous.  C'est  dans 
ces  circonstances  que  les  clubs  s'etablirent ,  qu'ils 
acheverent  de  corrompre  le  peuple  dans  toutes 
ks  parties  de  TEmpire,  et  de  detruire  Tarmee^ 
Je  vis  done  que  Tanarchie  etoit  parvenue  au  der- 
nier periode :  la  populace,  dirigee  par  les  intri- 
gans  de  tons  les  coins  de  la  France,  etant  deve- 
nue  m^ttrpssp  absolue  j  qu'il  n'existoit  plus  de 
force  publique ;  le  Roi  avoit  perdu  non  seulement 
sa  consideration,  mais  encore  sa  libertc  j  que  les 
loix  etoient  sans  force  et  sans  vigueur,  que  Tar- 
raee  ne  presentoit  plus  qu'une  soldatesque  ef- 
frenee,  jie  connoissant  ni  autorite,  ni  chefs, 
qu'il  ne  restpit  plus  de  moyen  de  retablir  I'ordre, 
et  qye  toute  ressource  etoit  otee,  tout  espoir  de- 
truit.  " 

*'  Ce  fut  alors  que  je  proposai  au  Roi  de  sortir 
4e  Paris,  de  venir  se  refugier  avec  sa  famille  dans 
quejque  place  frpntiere,  ou  je  Tenvironnerois  d^ 
troupes  fiddles;  persuad^  que  cette  demarche 
poufroit  pperer  quelque  changement  avantageujc 
dans  I'esprit  du  peuple,  dechirer  le  bandeau  qui 
couvroit  ses  yeux,  et  dejouer  tou5  les  factieux, 
l<?  P^oi  et  Ifi  Rcine  s'y  refuserent  constammentj^ 
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alleguant  la  promesse  qu'ils  avoient  faite  de  res* 
ter  dans  Paris,  aupr^s  de  TAsserablee.  Je  leur 
representai  qu*une  promesse  arrachec  par  la  force 
nc  pouvoit  les  Her;  mais  ce  fut  en  vain,  Je  ne 
pus  ebranler  leur  resolution.  " 

•'  \j3l  joumee  du  88  Fevrier  me  donna  lieu  d^ 
renouveller  au  Roi  m^s  instances,  J'eprouvai  les 
memes  refiis  et  la  meme  Constance  dans  ses  prin* 
cipes.  II  craignoit  les  evfenemens  qui  pouvoient 
resulter  de  sa  fuite,  les  effets  de  la  fiureur  du  peu* 
pie  et  Taccroissement,  s'il  etoit  possible,  de  Tanar^ 
chie  et  du  desordre,  Je  le  di^  avep  verite,  la 
Reine  pensoit  de  m^me,  et  se  refusa  4  toutpai 
mes  propositions.  Je  ne  perdis  pas  courage, 
j'etois  convaincu  que  te  depart  diij  Roi  ^toit  le 
seul  moyen  de  s?iuver  TJ&tat;  je  savois  que  toutes 
les  puissances  de  TEurope  armoient  contre  la 
France;  [qu'eljes  se  preparoient  i  lui  fairch 
guerre,  4  envahir  son  territoire,  Libre  au  milieu 
de  ses  troupes,  le  Roi  seul  pouvoit  arreter  la 
marche  des  amiees  ennemies.  Sans  doute  alors, 
frappe  de  terreur,  le  peuple  se  voyant  sans  mpyen$ 
de  defense,  in^truit  que  Tarmep  n*exi§toit  jplus, 
que  les  plstces  etoient  presque  demantelees,  que 
les  finances  etoient  ep^isees,  qite  le  papier  ne 
pouvoit  suppleer  au  numer^iire  qui  avoit  ftii  d? 
cette  terre  appauvrie,  11  auroit  de  lui-m^m? 
prevenu  les  vues  bienfaisantes  du  Monarque,  et 
$e  seroit  jete  dans  ses  bras»  '* 

f?  Apr6s  rarrest^tiop  4^  JR.oi,  I9  18  Avril,  |o|*t 
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qnil  voulut  aller  k  St.  Cloud,  je  loi  renouveHai 
mcs  instances  avec  plus  de  force,  en  lui  feisant 
tnvisagcr  qu*il  n*y  avoit  que  ce  parti  a  prendre 
pour  sauver  la  France,  qui  alloit  bientot  6tre  d6* 
chiree  par  une  guerre  civile,  et  mise  en  lambeaxqc 
parune  guerre  etrangere.>  Le  bonheur,  ou  plu* 
tdt  le  salut  du  peuple'fit  sur  son  coeur  genereux, 
rimpression  que  j*en  attendois^  ct  il  se  decida 
enfin,  il  fiit  resolu  qu'il  iroit  k  Montmcdi  et  que 
d^i  qu'il  y  seroit  en  siirete,  il  annonceroit  aux 
Princes  etrangers  la  demarche  qu*il  venoit  de 
feire  et  ks  motifs  qui  Ty  avoient  engage ;  qu'il 
feroiten  sortede  suspendre  leur  vengeance,  (  ict 
dt  hngs  Sclats  de  rire  et  des  murmures. )  jusqu'4 
ce  qu'une  nouvelle  Assemblec,  qu^il  auroit  con- 
voquee,  leur  ei!^t  donne  la  satisfaction  qu'ils  de- 
toiept  attendrc,  et  qu'elle  eAt  regie  les  droits  du 
Monarque,  ainsi  que  ceux  du  peuple  fran^ais« 
Une  proclamation  devoit  abnoncer  un  nouveau 
Corps  legislatif  librement  choisi.  L'execution  dcs 
cahiers  qui  exprimoient  sculs  le  vobu  de  la  Nation^ 
^uroit  servi  de  base  au  travail  des  representant 
4cs  Fran9ai8,  *' 

**  Le  Roi  devenu  mediateur  entre  Ics  puis- 
sances; etrangeres  et  son  peuple,  (  on  rit^ )  celui] 
pi  place  entre  la  crainte  de  voir  la  France  devenif 
la  proie  des  armes  etrangeres  qui  environnent 
les  froritieres,  et  Tespoir  du  retablissement  de 
}*ordre  par  un  gouvemement  circonscrit  dans  les 
l^mes  de  la^  raison,  auroit  confie  ses  4foits  et  5cs 
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Witerets  a  des  homraes  sfiges  ct  eclaircs  qui  Wr 
^roient  rempli  le  yoeu  d  u  prince  et  celui  du  peupic  jle$ 
injustices,  les  usurpations,  le  r^gnedu  crime  enfin, 
source  inevitable  du  despotisme  populaire^eussent 
sansdoute  cesse,  et  peut-retre  du  cahos  ou  nou$ 
sorames,  aurions-nous  vu  renaitrc  les  beaux  jours 
de  TEmpire  fran^ais,  eclaire  par  le  flambeau  d^ 
laliberte.  Voila  cc  que  vouloit  votre  malheui> 
reux  Monarque,  Malgre  vous-meme,  malgr^ 
ringratitude  et  Tatrocite  de  ce  peqple  feroce,  il 
vQuloit  encore  son  bonheur !  C'est'  cette  seule 
|d4^>  c'c$t  ce  be^u  desir  qui  ont  determine  la  de* 
marche  bardie  qu'il  a  faite  en  trqmpant  la  vigi- 
lance de  M.  de  la  Fayette,  en  s*exposant  a  la 
fiireur  de  s?s  satellites  ct  en  guidantses  pas  ver? 

"  Nul  autre  motif  ne  Ta  conduit;  m?iis  votrq 
aveuglement  vpus  a  fait  repousser  la.  main  protec- 
trice  qu'il  yous  tendoit :  il  va  bientpt  produire  la 
dastruction de  TEnlpire fran9ais.  {Nouveaii.x  eclat^ 
de  rive.  ) 

"  CroyezTmoi3,Mcssieur8,les  Princes  de  I'Europe 
rcconnoisscnt  qu'ilssont,  ainsi  que- leurs  peuples, 
menaces  par  le  mpnstre  que  yous  ^ve?:epfapte.  lis 
«opt,  armes  ppur  le  combattre  et  bientot  notre 
malheureuse  patrie,  (  car  je  lui  donne  encore  ce 
nom )  n'ofifrira  plqs  qu'une  scene  4^  devastation 
ki  d'horreurs.  Je  connpismieu^^queperspnne  le^ 
moyens  de  defense  que  vous  avez  a  opposer.  II5 
spnt  nuls.  (  Ris. )  Tout  esppir  scroit  chimeriqu^ 
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il  n'est  plus  terns  de  vous  abuser.  II  ne  Test  peut 
dtre  plus  de  dessiller  les  yeux  du  peuple  que 
vous  avcz  crimmellement  trompe  et  dont  vous- 
sercz  justement  et  severement  punis.  Votre> 
ch&timent  servira  d'exemple  memorable  k  la  pos-t 
terite,  qui  vous  rcprochera  etemellenlent  d'avoir 
assassine  votre  patrie,dont  Jvous  pouviez  prolon- 
ger  la  duree  pendant  des  siecles,  dont  vous  pou^ 
viez  assurer  et  embellir  la  destinee. 

^^  C*est  ainsi  que  doit  vous  parler  un  homme 
qui  n^a  rien  a  attendre  de  vous,  auquel  vous. 
avez  inspire  d'abord  la  pitie,  et  qui  n'a  plus  pour 
vous  et  pour  le  peuple  anthropopha^e  que  vous 
avez  epivre  de  crimes,  que  du  mepris,  de  Tin- 
dignation  et  de  Thorreur.  "   . 

**  Au  surplus  n'accusez  personne  du  complot 
et  de  la  conspiration  pretendue.  contre  ce  que 
vousspp^Ile?  la  Nation  et  votre  infemale, Cons- 
titution. J'ai  tout  arrange^  tout  regie,  tout  or- 
donne. 

Le  Roi  lui-m6me  n'a  pas  fait  les  ordres;  c'est 
'  moi  seul.  Ceux  qui  ont  du  les  executer  n^ont 
cte  instruits  qu'au  moment,  et  ils  ne  pouvoient  y 
d6sobcir,  C'gst  coptre  moi  seul  que  doit  ^re 
4irig^e  votre  fureur  sanguinaire^  que  vous  devez 
^iguiser  vps  poigujards  et  prepare^  vos  poisons. 
J'ai  voulu  sauver.jna  patrie.  J'ai  voulu  sauver 
le  Roi,  sa  famille.  Voila  mpn  crime.  Vous  re** 
pondrez  de  leurs  jours,  je  ne  <lisr>pas k moi^n^js 
j^  Jous  4.es  l^ois,  et  Jc  vpus  apnoxice  que  si  6^ 
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kiiir  Ate  un  cheveu  de  la  t^e,  avant  peu  i]  ne  res-* 
ten  pas  picnre  sur'  pierre  k  Paris.  (  Eclats  da 
fire. )  Jc  connois  Ics  chemins ;  j*y  guiderai  le$ 
|ffmee$  etrapgercs,  et  vousrm^mcs  ?a  sprez  res» 
pottsables  sur  vos  tetes.  Cette  lettrc  n'est  qua 
Favant-eourcur  4u  manifestc  des  Souverains  dc 
)'Europe>  qui  vous  instruiront,  avec  des  car act^res 
plus  paxmopces,  de  ce  que  vous  avez  a  faire  et  d(r 
ce  que  vous  avezacraindre." 

*^  A4ieu9  Messieurs,  je  finis  sans  complimenS| 
ic^Mz  sentimens  vous  sont  connus.  ,, 

SigThe^  Le  marquig  de  BouitLt^ 


JSjttrdit  du  rapport  fait  ^  tAsHmhlie,  le  1$ 
Juillet  }191,  au  yiom  des  sept  comitisy  charn 
g^  de  Tfndre  ^ampte  des  ^v^nemem  du  21 

Mr,  Muguct  ergane  des  sept  comites  reunis 
pour  preparer  Jes  decrets  a  porter  au  sujet  de 
I'evineinent  du  21  Juin^^  a  retr^ice  les  detail^ 
connus  de  la  sortie  nocturne  de^  X^il^^Sji  ^^^ 
iroiture  sur  le  quai  des  Theatips,  une  autre  dan^ 
la  cour  des  Princes,  Les  3  gardes  ^\x  corps  en 
teste  jaune^  reunion  4e  la  fftmille  Roj^ale  dapfif 


tiiie  voiture  plus  commode  a  la  porte  S.  Mardd. 
A  Sainte-Menehould  le  Sietir  Dr6u6t,  maitrc  de 
postc,  cnit  avoir  reconau  la  Rcine,  dit  le  ta^ipor-* 
teur,  et  dans  le  reeit  du  Sicur  Drouet,  ce  fot 
le  Roi  qu*il  recomiut  d'apres  Teffigie  eropremte 
sur  un  assignat  de  50  liv.  N'importe  MM, 
Drouetlbt  Guillaume  devancent  Ics  voyageurs  et 
vont  annoncer  au  Sieur  le  Blanc,  aubergiste  4 
Varennes,  qu'ils  soup^onnent  que  ces  deux  vm^ 
tufes  qui  vont  arriver,  renferment  le  Roi  et  sa  fa» 
milk,  Les  deux  freres  le  Blanc  et  d'autres  ar- 
r^t^rent  la  voiture  du  Roi ,  le  Sieur  Saiisse,  pr^ 
cureut-Syndic  de  la  Commune  et  TOfficier  muni- 
cipal faisant  les  fonctions  de  Maire,  pretextent 
qu'il  est  trop  tard,  pour  viser  les  passe-ports,  qiie 
les  chemins  sont  defaits>  que  ses  raisons  et  Talar*- 
me  qui  se  repand  doivent  engager  les  voyageurs 
a  descendte  chez  le  Sieur  Sausse  3  lis  y  descen* 
dent,  on  barricade  la  ville.et  des  canons  sont 
poses  pr^s  de  la  maison, 

Vn  detachement  de  hussards  commande  par 
iin  aide  de  camp  de  Mr.  De  Bouille  arrive  et 
se  range  en  bataille  devant  cette  maison  et  Tai- 
de-de-camp  est  introduit  aupres  du  Roi,  qui  lui 
demande :  quand  part-on  ?  L'officier  r6ponjd^ 
qu'a  n'attcnd  que  ses  ordres.  Le  Roi  lui  declare^ 
ct  au  major  de  la  gard^  nationalc  survenu,  qu*il, 
;ne  veut  que  50  a  100  gardes  nationaux  pour 
Taccompagncr,  et  se  jettant  dam  les  brt^  de 
Mr.  Sausse,  il  lui  dit:    **  Je  suia  votre  Roi/ 
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*'  Plate  dins  la  capitale  au  milieu  des  poigftards 
*♦  et  des  bayonnetteSi  je  viens  chcrcher  en  pro* 
**  vince>  au  sein  de  mcs  fiddles  sujets,  la  liberte 
^  et  la  paix  dont  vous  jouissez.  Je  ne  puis  plu« 
**  rcster  k  Pkris  sans  y  mourir  et  ma  fitmille  en 
**  meme-tems.    "    L'ittfortune  Monarque  em^ 
brasse  ceux  qui  Tentourentj  la  Reine  partagfe 
ses  craintes,  se  joint  a  Bes  instances,  il  persite  ^ 
vouloir  se  rendre  a  Montmedi,  en  protestant  qu'il' 
nc  veut  pas  sortir  du  Royaume>  et  que  la  garde 
nationale  paut  Taccompagner  j  20  Dragons  tra-^ 
verserept  la    ville  5  on  met   Ics  hussards  entre 
deux  batteries  ;  leur  commandant  va  charger  la 
garde  nationale  dont  Taide  major  pare  un  coup 
de  sabre  et  lache  un  coup  de  pistolet  qui  casse 
Tepaule  au  commandant  des  hussards.     Ceux-ci 
demandenta  6tre  command  es  par  un  officier  de 
la  garde    nationale,   et  Fair  retentit  des  cris  : 
Vivele  Roi!  Vive  la  Nation!  Vive TAssemblee 
nationale  !  Vive  Lauzun  ! 

Arrive  un  aide  de  camp  de  M.  de  la  Fayette 
porteur  du  decret.  Le  Roi  persevere  k  vouloir 
partir  pour  Montmedi.  Le  retour  est  decide. 
Les  citoyens  accourus  forment  un  nombreux  cor- 
tege. Oe  se  met  en  marche  vers  ChMons.  Ici 
le  rapporteur  affirme  que  le  Roi  ne  re9ut  sur  la 
i'oute  que  des  temoignages  de  respect ;  il  cite 
bien  Tordre  digne  de  Texcellent  coeur  de  Henri  - 
IV,  Tordre  que  le  meilleur  dfcs  Rois  fit  donner 
au  fils  de  Mr.  de  Bouiile  de  uexien  entreprendtci 
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mats    il   ne    drt  pas  un  seul  mot  de  Mr.  dc 
Dampierre,  egorge  sous  Ics  yeux  du  MoiiarqUe, 
des  horribles  imprecations  qui  frappoienf  Tair  au 
tour  de  la  voiture,  ou  se  resignoient  si  magnaiii* 
mcmenfr  le  vertueux  Prince  et  sa  malheureuse 
femille.    II  n'oublie  cependant  pas  d'ajouter  que 
par  tout  on  crioit :  Vive  la  Nation  !  Vive  TAs 
semblee  natiotiale !  ct  s'en  remet  pour  les  de- 
tails k  ce  qu'en  ont  raconte  les  commissaires. 
Apres  un  long  extrait  des  differens  proces- 
verbaux,  il  a  pose   cette  grande  question  qui 
ii'en  fut  jamais  une  :    Le   Roi  peut-il  Hre  mi^ 
en  cause}  Et  il  en  a  trouve  la  solution  dans  les 
d^crets  oonstitutionnels,  Vous  avez  decrete,jure 
une  Constitution  monarchique  et  Tinviolabilite 
du  Roi  qui  n'est  pas  un  citoyen,  mais  un  pou- 
voir.    Si  le  Roi  n^avoit  pas  ete  independant,  sll 
pouvoit  6tre  juge  par  I'Assemblee,  il  lui  seroit 
soumis,  il  ne  seroit  pas  libre ;  on  ne  pent  separer 
le  Roi  de  la  royaute^  S'il  coramettoit  un  crime, 
on  le  supposeroit  en  etat  de  demence.    Son  eva-* 
siou  n'est  pas  m6me  un  delit.   Vous  ne  pouvcz 
prononcer  sur  des  loix  qui  ne  sont  pas  faites, 
FCit-il  sorti  du  royaume,  il  n'auroit  pas  forfait  a 
la  Constitution,  avant  de  se  refuser  a  une  procla^^ 
mation.  La  declaration  qu'il  a  laissee  n^aaucuit, 
caractere  legal  et    ne    contient  aucune  raion*: 
ciation  directc  ni  indirecte  a  la  Royaute.  Son  ac-*- 
captation  6toit  une  formality  iQutik  ^  vo«.  di^r 


leo  A  ^  p  «  ti  t>  I  Xi 

crets  •  .  .  .  ;  Le  Roi  n*est  done  pas  coupabir 
aux  yeux  de  la  Lbi. 

Soulevant  le  voile  qui  peut«6tre  aurc^  du  cmSf* 
Vrir  toujours  les  suites  possibles  d'une  opinkm 
contraire^  M.  MugUet  4  laisse  entrevoir  ks  mal* 
heurs  qui  desol^ent  rAngleterrd  lors  du  meurtie 
de  Charles  I  ^  on  a  rapproche  les  troublfis  de  U 
minorite  de  Louis  XIV ,  idees  qui  nc  nidssenf 
ici  que  de  Thypothese  la  plus  decliiraute  et  la  plus 
aiFreuse  k  mediter ;  et  il  a  fini  par  ces  mots : 
"  Vous  verriez  des  regens  que  la  k)i  destgne  et 
"  que  la  confiance  eloigne.  "  Tous  les  moti^ 
des  comites,  se  combinant  dans  ses  conclusiem$^ 
le  rapporteur  a  pense  que  le  Roi  ne  pourrok^ 
sous  aucun  rapport,  ^tre  mis  en  jugement ;  et  il 
a  propose  de  decreter  , 

l^.  Que  le  proems  sera  fiait  et  parBut  a^  Louis- 
Fran9ois^Amour  Bouille  et  a  ses  ^uteurs,  cmn- 
plices  et  adherans^  2^.  Que  MM.  Htjmm, 
Klinglin,  Doffislize,  Desoteux,  Goguelas,  Damas,. 
Choiseuil,  Stainville,  Dandrouin,  Velcour,  Man- 
del,  Manassin,  Talon,  Bouille  fils,  Fersen,  Mal« 
dent,  Velory  et  Dumoutier  sont  soup^onnes 
d'avoir  eu  connoissance  du  complot,  et  d'avoir. 
cu  en  vue  de  le  favoriser ;  que  leur  proems  leur 
sera  fait  et  parfait.  3^.  Que  les  personnes  ci-des« 
•OS  dcnommees,  qui  sont  ou  seront  arr^tces,  se- 
xont  conduites  dans  les  prisons  de  la  ville  d'(^- 
leans.  4^.  Que  M.  Floriac,  Remy,  Lacour^ 
Gou^le,  dQ  Bridge  et  Mde  de  Tourzel  testeront 
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en  arrestation,  pour  etre,  apres  les  informations, 
statue  ce  qu'il  appartiendra,  5^.  Que  les  Dames 
Brunier  et  Neuville,  femmes  de  chambre  de  Mgr. 
le  Dauphin  et  de  la  fille  du  Roi,  seront  mises  en 
liberte. 


.     [    N^     28.     ] 

JLETTRE  DES  PRINCES  AU  ROI. 

Sire,   notre  Frere  et  Seigneur, 

*^  Lorsque  TAssemblee,  qui  vous  doit  Texis- 
tcnce,  et  qui  ne  Fa  fait  servir  qu'a  la  destruction 
de  votre  pouvoir,  se  croit  au  moment  de  consom- 
mer  sa  coupable  entreprise  ;  lorsqu'a  Tindignite 
de  vous  tenir  captif  au  milieu  de  votre  Capitale, 
die  ajoute  la  perfidie  de  vouloir  que  vous  degr^i- 
diez  votre  trone  de  votre  propre  main ;  lorsqu'elle 
ose  enfin  vous  presenter  Toption,  ou  de  souscrire 
des  decrets  qui  feroient  le  malheur  de  vos  peu- 
ples,  ou  de  cesser  d'etre  Roi.  Nous  nous  em- 
pressons  d'apprendre  a  Votre  Majeste  que  les 
Puissances  dont  nous  avons  reclame  pour  elle  le 
secours,  sont  determinees  a  y  employer  leurs  for- 
ces, et  que  TEmpereur  et  le  Roi  de  Prusse  vien- 
nent  d'encontracterTengagement  mutuel.  Le  sa- 
ge Leopold,  aussitot  apr^s  avoir  assure  la -tranquil- 
lite  de  ses  etats  et  amene^celle  de  TEurope,  a  eigne 
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cet  engagement  a  Pilnitz,  le  27  du  mois  dexnier» 
conjointement  avec  le  digne  successeur  du  grand 
Frederic ;  ils  en  ont  remis  roriginal  entre  nos 
mains ;  et  pour  le  faire  parvenir  a  votre  connois* 
sance,  nous  le  ferons  imprimer  a  la  suiU  de  cctte  ^ 
lettre,  la  publicite  etant  aujourd'hui  la  seule  voie 
de  communication  dont  vos  cruels  oppresseurs 
n*ayent  pu  nous  priver,  '* 

*'  Les  autres  cours  sont  dans  les  mdmes  dispo* 
sitions  que  celle  de  Vienne  et  Berlin.  Les  Prin- 
ces ct  Etats  de  TEmpire  ont  deja  proteste  dans 
des  actes  authentiques,  contre  les  legions  faites  h 
des  droits  quUls  ont  resolu  de  soutenir  avec  vi- 
gueur.  Vous  ne  sauriez  douter.  Sire,  du  vif  in- 
terfit  que  les  Rois  Bourbons  prennent  k  votre  si- 
tuation; Leurs  Majestes  Catholique  et  Sicilienne 
en  ont  donne  des  temoignages  non  equivoques, 
Les  genereux  sentimens  du  Roi  de  Sardaigne  no- 
tre  beau-p^e,  ne  peuvent  pas  dtre  incertains, 
Vous  avez  droit  de  compter  sur  ceux  des  Suis- 
ses,  les  bons  et  anciens  amis  de  la  France.  Jus* 
ques  dans  le  fond  du  Nord,  un  Roi  magnanime 
veut  aussi  contribuer  a  retablir  votre  autorite,;  et 
rimmortelle  Catherine,  a  qui  aucun  genre  de 
gloire  n'est  Stranger,  ne  laissera  pas  echapper 
celle  de  defjndre  la  cause  de  tous  les  Souverains." 

*'  II  n'est  point  k  craindre  que  la  Nation  Bri» 
tannique,trop  genereuse  pour  contrarier  ce  qu'elle 
trouve  juste,  trop  eclairee  pour  ne  pas  deslrer  cc 
qui  intere$sc  sa  propre  tranquilliteji  vewUIe  s'op- 


poser  aux  rues  dc  cctte  noble  etirr^Mstible  Con- 
fM6rtitiott.  '' 

^^  Ainsi  dans  V6s  malheurs,  Sre,  vous  ^ve2la 
consolation  de  voir  Ics  Puissances  conspir^es  a 
les  faire  cesser,  ct  votre  fermete  dans  le  moment 
critique  ou  vous  6tes,  aura  pour  appui  TEurope 
enti^re.  ^ 

*'  Ceux  qui  savent  qu*on  n'ebranle.  vos  reso- 
lutions qu'en  attaquant  votre  sensibilite,  voudront 
sans  doute  rous  faire  envisager  Taide  des  Puis- 
sances etrang^res  commepouvantdevenir  funeste 
k  vos  sujets  i  ce  qui  n'est  que  vue  auxiliaire,  ils 
le  tt^vestiront  en  vue  hostile  et  vous  peindront  le 
Royaume  inohd6  de  sang,  dechir6  dans  toutes  ses 
parties,  menace  de  demembremens,  C'est  ainsi 
qu'apres  avoir  toujours  employe  les  plus  fausses 
alarmes  pour  causer  les  maux  les  plus  reels,  its 
veulent  se  servir  encore  du  m^mc  moyen  pour 
les  perpetuer.  C'est  ainsi  qu*ils  espirent  faire 
supporter  les  fleaux  de  leur  ddieuse  tyrannie,  en 
faisant  croire  que  tout  ce  qui  la  combat,  conduit 
au  plus  dur  esclavage.  " 

^'  Mais,  Sire,  les  intentions  des  Souverains  qui 
rous  donneront  des  secours,  sont  aussi  droites, 
aussi  pures  que  le  zele  qui  nous  les  a  fait  solli- 
citer:  elles  n'ont  rien  d'effrayant  ni  poUr  fetat,ni 
pour  vos  peuples.  Ce  n'est  point  les  attaquef, 
c'est  leur  rendre  le  plus  signale  de  tons  les  ser- 
vices, que  de  les  arracher  au  despotisme  des  de- 
magogues ct  aux  calamites  de  Tanarchie.    Vous 
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.  vouliez  assurer  plus  que  jamais  la  liberte  dc  vos 
sujets,  quand  des  seditieux  vous  ontravi  la  v6tre : 
ce  que  nous  faisons  pour  parvenir  k  vous  la  ren- 
dre,  avec  la  mesure  d'autorite  qui  vous  appartient 
legitimement,ne  peut  etre  suspect  de  volonte  op- 
pressive.     C'est  au  contraire  vcnger  la  liberte, 
que  de  reprimer  la  licence;  c'est  afFranchir  la 
Nation  que  dc  retablir  la  force  publique  sans  la^ 
quelle  elle  ne  peut  etre  libre.     Ces  principes^ 
.  Sire,  sont  les  votres ;  le  meme   esprit  de  mo- 
,  deration  et  de  bienfaisance  qui  caracterise  tou- 
tes    vos   actions,    sera  la  regie  de    notre  con- 
,  duite ;  il   est  Tame   de   toutes   nos  demarches 
aupr^s  des  Cours  etrangeres ;  et  depositaires  de 
tcmoign^ges  positifs  des  vues  aussi  genereuses 
qu'equitablcs  qui  les  animent,  nous  pouvons  ga- ' 
.  rantir  qu'elles  n*ont  d'^utre  desir,  que  de  vous 
remettre  en  possession  du  gouvemement  de  vos 
etats,  pour  que  vos  PcupJes  puissent  jouir  en 
p^ix  des  bienfaits  que  vous  leur  avez  destines.  " 
**  Si  les  rebelles  opposcnt  a  ce  desir  une  re- 
sistance opiniatre  et  aveugle,  qui  force  les  armees 
ptrangeres  de  pcnetrer  dans  le  Royaume,  eux 
seuls  les  y  auront  attirees ;  sur  eux  seuls  rejailU- 
roit  le  6a;Rg  coupable  qu'il  seroit  necessaire   de 
tepandre ;  la  guerre  seroit  leur  ouvrage ;  le  but 
des  ,  Puissances  coi^federees  n'est  que   de  sou- 
tenir  la  partie  saine  de  la  Nation,  contre  la  par- 
.tie  delirante,  et  d'eteindre  au  sein  du  Royaume 
Je  volcan  de  fanati^me  dont  les  eruptions  prop^« 
gees  meiKicqpt  tous  les  Empires*  *' 


A  P  P  feU  t>  1  t/  163 

^''  D'aillfeurs,  Sire,  il  n'y  a  pas  lieu  de  croire 
que  les  Fran9ais,  quelque  soin  qu'oh  prenne 
d'enflammer  leur  bravourc  naturelle  en  exaltant, 
en  electrisant  toutes  les  t^tes  par  des  prestiges 
de  patriotisme  tt  de  libert^,  veuillent  long-tems 
sacrifief  leur  repos>  leurs  biens  et  leur  sang 
pour  soutenirune  innovation  extravagante  qui 
n'a  fait  que  des  malheureux.  L'ivresse  n'a  qu'un 
terns ;  les  succ^s  du  crime  ont  des  bornes;  et  on 
sc  lasse  bieht^t  des  exc^s,  quand  on  en  est  soi- 
mBme  victimfe.  Bientdt  on  se  demandera  pour*^ 
quoi  Ton  se  bat;  et  Ton  verra  que  c'est  pour 
servir  Tambition  d'une  troupe  de  factieux  qu'on; 
meprise,  contre  un  Roi  qui  s'est  toujours  montre 
jusfe  et  humain :  pourquoi  Ton  se  mine :  et  Ton 
verra  que  c'est  poUr  assouvir  la  cupidit^  de  ceux 
qui  se  sont  empares  de  toutes  les  riche^ses  de 
TEtat,  qui  en  fpnt  le  plus  detestable  usage,  et 
qui,  charges  de  restaurer  les  finances  publiques, 
les  ont  precipitees  dans  un  abime  epouvantablej 
pourquoi  Ton  viole  les  devoirs  les  plus  sacres  :  et 
Ton  verra  que  c'est  pour  devenir  plus  pauvres, 
plus  soufFrans,  plus  vexes,  plus  imposes  qu'on  ne 
I'avoit  jamais  ete; pourquoi  on  bouleverse  Tancien 
gouvernement :  et  Ton  verra  que  c^est  dans  le 
vain  espoir  d'en  introduire  un,  qui,  s'il  6toit  pra- 
ticable,  seroit  mille  fois  plus  abusif,  mais  dont  Te- 
xetutiou/cst  absoluriient  impossible;  pourquoi- 
Ton  persecute  les  Ministres  de  Dieu :  et  Von  vtffra 
que  c^est  pour '  favoriser  les  desseins  d'une  sect© 
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^  orgueilleUfio  qui  a  rcsolu  dc  detruare  toutc  Rfe- 
ligioD,  et  par  consequoit  dc  dcchainer  tous 
ks  crimes.  " 

/'  Deja  m^me  toutes  ces  v^rhes  soai  devenues 
scnsibles;  dejale  voile  dc  rimpotfure  se  deciure 
de  toutes  parts»  et  ks  munniures  centre  rAssem* 
blee  qui  a  usuipe  tous  k^  pouiroirs  et  aneanti 
tous  les  droitS)  s'etendent  d'mie  extremite  du  Ro^ 
yaume  i  i*autre.  " 

^  No  jugez  pas»  Siref  de  la  dispositioii  du  plot 
grand  nombre,  par  ks  mouvemens  ks  plua  tur« 
bulens ;  ne  jugez  pas  k  sentiment  national  d'a« 
pres  rinaction  de  la  fidelite  et  son  apparente  in* 
difi^rence  lorsque  vous  futes  arr^te  k  Varennes, 
et  lorsqu'une  troupe  de  satellites  vous  reconduisit 
a  Paris.  Uefiroi  gIa9oit  alors  tous  ks  esprits,  et 
faisoit  regnerunmome  silence.  Ce  qu'on  vous 
cache,  ce  qui  denote  bien  mieux  k  changement 
qui  s*est  fait  et  se  fait  de  jour  en  jour,  dans  Topi* 
iiion,ce  sontles  marques  de  mecontentemens  qui 
percent  dans  toutes  ks  provinces^  et  qui  n'atten- 
dent  qu'un  appui  pour  eclater  davantage;c'est  la 
demande  que  plusi^urs  departemens  viennent  de 
former  pour  que  TAssemblee  ait  k  rendrecompte 
des  ^mmes  immenses  qu'elle  a  dilapidees  de- 
puis  sa  gestion ;  c'est  la  frayeur  que  ses  chefs 
laissent  appercevoir,  et  leur  tentatives  reiterees 
pour  entrer  en  accommodement  5  ce  sont  ks 
pK^intes  du  commerce  et  Texplosion  recentc  du 
detespoir  de  nos  Colonies  j  c'est  enfin  k  p4n«rie 
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ftbsoltie  du  nmn6raire,  le  refus  des  contribuables 
de  payer  les  impots,  Tattente  d'une  banqueroute 
prochaine,  la  defection  des  troupes  qui^  vktimes 
de  tous  les  genres  de  seduction,  commencent 
&  s'en  indtgner;  et  le  progres  toujous  croissant  des 
emigrations.  II  est  impossible  de  se  mepren* 
dre  ^  d^  pareils  signes,  et  leur  notoriete  est  telle, 
que  I'audace  m^me  des  seducteurs  du  Peuple  ne 
sauroit  en  contester  la  verite.  " 

.^^  Nc  croye2  done  pas.  Sire,  aux  exagerations 
des  dangers  par  lesquels  on  s'efForce  de  vous  ef- 
frayer*  On  salt  que,  peu  sensible  a  ceux  qui  ne 
menaceroient  que  votre  Personne,  vous  T^tes  in- 
^iment  a  ceux  qui  tomberoient  sur  vos  Peu- 
ples,  ou  qui  pourroient  frapper  des  objets  chers 
k  votre  ccbuT  ;  et  c'cst  sur  eux  qu*on  a  la  bar- 
barie  de  vous  faire  fremir^  continuellement,  en 
m^me  tems  qu'on  a  rlmpudonce  de  vanter  votre 
liberte*  Mais  depuis  trop  long-terns  on  abuse 
de  cet  artifice,  et  le  moment  est  venu  de  rejetter 
sur  les  factieux  qui  vous  outragent,  Tarme  de  la 
terreur  qui  jusqu*ici  a  fait  toute  leur  force.  " 

"  Les  grands  forfaits  ne  sont  point  k  craindre, 
lorsqu'il  n'y  a  aucun  inter^t  k  les  commettre, 
ni  aucun  moyen  d'eviter,  en  les  commettant,  une 
punition  terrible.  Tout  Paris  sait,  tout  Paris 
doit  savoir,  que  si  une  sceleratesse  fanatique  ou 
soudoyee,  osoit  attenter  a  vos  jours  ou  k  ceux 
de  la  Reine,  des  armees  puissantes,  chassant  de- 
vant  elles  une  milice,  foible  par  indiscipline,  de* 
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couragec  par  les  remords,  viendroient  aussi-tdt 
fondre  sur  la  ville  impie  qui  auroit  attire  sur  elle 
la  vengeance  du  Ciel  et  Tindignation  de^  TU- 
nivers.  Aucun  des  colipables  ne  pourroit  alors 
cchapper  aux  plus  rigoureux  supplices:  done,  au- 
cun  d'eux  ne  voudra  s'y  exposer.    " 

"  Mais  si  la  plus  aveugle  fureur  armoit  un  bras 
parricide,  vous  verriez.  Sire,  n'en  doutcz  pas,  des 
milliers  de  Citoyens  fideles,  se  precipiter  autour 
de  la  Famille  Royale,  vous  couvrir,  s'il  le  falloit, 
de  leurs  corps,  et  verser  tout  leur  sang  pour  de* 
fendre  le  votre..*.  Eh  !  pourquoi  cesseriez-vous 
de  compter  sur  TafFcction  d'un  peuple  dont  vous 
n'avez  pas  cesse  un  seul  moment  de  youloir  le 
bonheur?  " 

**  Le  Fran9ais  se  laisse  facilement  egarer:  mais- 
facilement  aussi  il  rentre  dans  la  route  du  devoir > 
ses  moBurs  sont  naturellement  trop  douces  pour 
que  ses  actions  soient  long-tcms  feroces,  et  son 
amour  pour  ses  Rois  est  trop  enracine  dans  son 
coBur,  pour  qu'une  illusion  funeste  ait  pu  Ten 
arracher  entierement.  " 

*^  Qui  pourroit  etre  plus  porte  que  nous  a 
concevoir  des  alannes  sur  la  situation  d'un  Frere 
tendrement  cheri  ?  Mais  au  dire  meme  de  vos 
plus  temeraires,  oppresseurs,  ce  refus  du  resume 
constitutionnel  que  nous  apprcnons  vous  avoir 
et^  presente  par  TAssemblee  le  trois  de  ce  mois^ 
ne  vous  exposeroit  qu'au  danger  d'etre  destitur 
par  elle,  de  la  Royaute,  ** 
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'*  Or  ce  danger  n*en  est  pas  un.  Qu'import^ 
que  vous  cessiez  d'etre  Roi  aux  yeux  des  fac- 
tieux,  lorsque  vous  le  seriez  plus  solidement  et 
plus  glorieusement  que  jamais,  aux  yeux  de  toutc 
.  TEurope  et  dans  le  cceur  de  tous  vos  sujets  fi- 
dcles  ?  du'importe  que  par  une  entreprise  in- 
sensee,  on  osat  vous  declarer  dechu  du  trdne  dc 
vos  ancAtres,  lorsque  les  forces  combinees  de 
toutes  les  Puissances  sont  preparees  pour  vouii 
y  maintenir  et  "punir  les  vils  usurpateurs  qui  ca 
auroient  souille  Teclat  ?  " 

^*  Le  danger  seroit  bien  plus  grand,  si  en 
paroissant  consentir  k  la  dissolution  de  la  Mo** 
narchie,  vous  paroissiez  afFoiblir  vos  droits  per- 
sonnels aux  secours  de  tous  les  Monarques,  et 
si  vous  senibliez  vous  separer  de  la  cause  des 
Souverains  en  consacrant  une  doctrine  qu'ils  sont 
©bilges  de  proserire,  Le  peril  augmenteroit  en 
proportion  de  ce  que  vous  montreriez  moins  de 
confiance  dans  les  moyens  preservateurs ;  il  au- 
gmenteroit k  mesure  que  Timpression  du  carac- 
tere  auguste  qui  fait  trembler  le  crime  aux  pieds 
de  la  Majeste  Royale  dignement  soutenue,  per- 
droit  de  $a  force  5  il  augmenteroit  lorsque  Tap- 
parence  de  Tabindon  des  iiiterets  de  la  Reli- 
gion pourroit  exciter  la  fermentation  la:  plus  re- 
doutable.  II  augmenteroit  enfin,  si  vous  resi- 
gnant  k  n'avoir  plus  que  le  vain  titre  d'un  Roi 
sans  pouvoir,  vous  paroissiez,  au  jugement  de 
rUnivers,  abdiquer  la  couronne  dont  chacun  sait 


que  kt^onBer^ation  exige  celle  des  droits^  inal!^* 
Babies  qui  y  sont  esseutiellement  inherent*  " 

^*  Le'plus  sacre  des  devoirs^Sire^  ainsi  que  le 
piUB  vif  attachement)  nous  portent  k  mettre  sous 
iros  yeux  toutes  ces  consequences  dapgereuses  de 
]a moindreapparence  de  fbiblesse^  enmdipe  terns 
que  nous-  voois  presentons  la  masse  des  forces 
imposantes  qui  doit  ^tre  la  sauve-garde  de  votre 
fermete.  '* 

•*  Nous  devons  encore  vous  annonccr,  et  m^- 
me  nous  jurons  a  vos  pieds>  que  si  des  motifs-qu^il 
tK>us  est  impossible  d'appercevoir,  mais  qui  ne 
pourroient  avoir  pour  principe  que  Texo^s  de  la 
violence  et  une  contrainte  qui  pour  ^re  d^gui^ 
%he,  n*en  seroit  que  plus  cruelle^  for^oient  votre 
main  de  souscrire  une  acceptation    que  votre 
cmur  rejette,  que  votre  inter6t  et  celui  de  vos 
peuples  repoussent^  et  que  votre  devoir  de  Roi 
vous  interdit  expressement^  nous  protesterions, 
k  la  face  de  toute  la  terre,  et  de  la  maniire  la 
plus  solennelle,  contre  cet  acte  illusoire  et  t6ut 
ce  qui  pourroit  en  dependre  -,  nbusdemontrerions 
qu'il  est  nul  par  lui-m^me,  nul  par  le  defaut  de 
liberte,  nul  par  le  vice  radical  de  toutes  les  ope- 
rations de  TAssemblee  \isurpatrice  qui,  n'etant 
pas  Assemblee  d'Etats  -  Generaux,    n'est  rien. 
Nous  sommes  fondes  sur  les  drpits  de  la  Na- 
tion entiere,  a  rejetter  des  decrets  diam^trale- 
ment  contraires  k  son  vceu  exprime  par  Tunani- 
mite  de  ses  cahiers^  et  nous  desavouerions  pour 
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dk,  des  mandataires  infideles  qui,  en  violant  ses 
ordres  et  transgressant  la  mission  qu'elle  leur 
avoit  donnee,  ont  cesse  d'etre  ses  representans. . 
Nous  soutiendrions^  ce  qui  est  evident,  qu'ayant 
agi  contre  leur  titre,  ils  ont  agi  sans  pouvoir,  et 
que  ce  qu'ils  n'ont  pu  faire  legalement,  ne  peut 
6tre  accepte  validement.  " 

"  Notre  protestation  signee  avec  nous,  par 
tons  les  Princes  de  votre  Sang  qui  nous  sont 
reUniSj  seroit  commune  a  toute  la  maison  de 
Bourbon  a  qui  ses  droits  eventuels  a  la  couronne 
impo^jit  le  devoir  d*en  defendre  Tauguste  depot. 
Nous  protesterions  pour  vous-m^me.  Sire,  en  pro* 
testant  pour  vos  peuples,  pour  la  Religion,  pour 
les  maximes  fondamentales  de  la  Monarchic,  et 
pour  tons  les  ordres  de  TEtat. 

**  Nous  protesterions  pour  vous  et  en  votre 
nom,  contre  ce  qui  n'en  auroit  qu'une  fausse  em* 
preinte.  Votre  voix  etant  etoufFee  par  Toppres- 
sion,  nous  en  serious  les  organes  necessaires,  et 
nous  exprimerions  nos  vrais  sentimens,  tels  qu'ils 
•ont  consignes  au  serment  de  votre  avfenement 
au  Trone,  tels  qu'ils  sont  constates  par  les  ac- 
tions de  votre  vie  entiere,  tels  qu'ils  se  sont 
montres  dans  la  declaration  que  vous  avez  f^ite 
au  premier  moment  que  vous  vous  etes  cru  libre. 
Vous  ne  pouvez  pas,  voiis  ne  devez  pas  en 
avoir  d'autres,  et  votre  volonte  n'existe  que  dans 
les  actcs  ou  elle  respire  librement.  '* 

l^  Nous  protesterions  pour  vos  peuples,  qui 
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d^s  leur  delire  ne  peuvent  appercevoir  combien 
ce  fantdrae  de  constitution  nouvelle  qu'on  fait 
briller  a  leurs  yeux,  et  aux  pieds  duquel  on  les  a 
fait  jurer  vainement,  leur  deviendroit  funeste. 
Lorsque  ces  peuples,  ne  connoissant  plus  ni  chef 
legitime,  ni  leurs  intercts  les  plus  chers,  se  lais- 
sent  entrainer  a  leur  perte ;  lorqu'aveugles  par 
de  trompeuses  promesses,  ils  ne  voient  pas  qu'ou 
les  anime  a  detruire  eux-memes  les  gages  de  leur 
surete,  les  soutiens  de  leur  repos,  les  principes 
de  leur  subsistance  et  tous  les  liens  de  leur 
association  civile,  il  faut  en  reclamer  pour  eux 
le  retablissement,  il  faut  les  sauver  de  leur 
propre  frenesie.  " 

**  Nous  protesterions  pour  la  Religion  de  nos 
peres,qui  est  attaquee  danssesdogmes  et  dans  son 
culte  commedans  ses  Ministres;  et  suppleant  a 
rimpuissanceoii  vous  seriez  de  remplirvous-m^me 
en  ce  moment  vos  devoirs  deFils  aine  de  I'Eglise, 
nous  prendrions  en  votre  nom,  la  defense  de  ses 
droits,  nous  nous  opposerions  a  des  spoliations 
qui  tendent  a  Tavilir;  nous  nous  eleverions  avec 
force  contre  des  actes  qui  menacent  le  Royaume 
des  horreurs  du  schisme,  et  nous  professerions 
hautement  notre  attachement  inalterable  aux 
regies  ecclesiastiques  admises  dans  I'Etat,  des- 
quelles  vous  avez  jure  de  maintenir  Tobser- 
vation.  '* 

**  Nous  protesterions  pour  les.  maximes  fon- 
damentales  de  la  Monarchic  dont  il  ne  vous  est 
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§ 
pas  permis.  Sire,  de  vous  departir ;  que  la  Nation 

elle-meme  a  declareesinviolables^et  quiseroient 
totalement  renversees  par  les  decrets  qu'on  vous 
presente ;  specialement  par  ceux  qui  en  excluant 
le  Roi  de  tout  exercice  du  pouvoir  legislatif, 
abolissent  la  royaut^  meme ;  par  cetix  qui  en  de- 
truisent  tous  les  soutiens  en  supprimant  tons  les 
rangs  intermediaires;  par  ceux  qui  en  nivelant 
tous  les  etats,  aneantissent  jusqu'au  principe  de 
Tobeissance  ^  par  ceux  qui  enlevent  au  Monar- 
que  les  fonctions  les  plus  essentieUes  du  gou- 
vemement  monarchique, "  ou  qui  Ic  rendent  su- 
bordonne  dans  celles  qu'ils  lui  laissent ;  piar  ceux 
enfin,  qui  ont  arme  le  peuple,  qui  ont  ahnulle 
la  force  publique,  et  qui,  en  conforidant  tous  les 
pouvoirs,  ont  introduit  en  France  la  tyrannic, 
populaire.  *' 

"Nous  protesterions  pour  tous  les  ordres  de  - 
TEtat,  parce  qu'independamment  de  la  suppres- 
sion intolerable  et  impossible,  prononcee  contre 
les  deux  premiers  ordres,  tous  onf  ete  lezes, 
vexes,  depouilles ;  et  nous  aurions  a  reclamer 
tout  a  la  fois  les  droits  du  Clerge  qui  n'a  voulu 
montrer  urie  ferme  et  genereuse  i^esistande  que 
pour  les  interdts  du  Ciel  et  les  fonctions  du 
saint  ministere ;  les  droits  de  la  Noblefsse,  qui, 
plus  sensible  aux  outrages  faits  au  Trone  dont 
elle  est  Tappui,  qu'&  la  persecution  qu'eile  eprou- 
ve,  sacrifie  tout  pour  mianifester  par  un  zele 
eclatant,  qti'aucun  obstacle  ne  ipoiit:  eropccbfcr 
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un  Chevalier  fran^ais  de  demeurer  fidele  a  son 
Roi,  k  sa  patrie>  k  son  honneur  ;  les  droits  de  la 
Magistrature^  qui  rcgrctte,  beaucoup  plus  que 
la  privation  de  son  ctat,  de  se  voir  reduite  k 
gemir  en  silence  de  Tabandon  de  la  justice,  de 
rimpunite  des  crimes,  et  de  la  violation  des 
Loix  dont  elle  est  essentiellemcnt  depositaiie; 
cnfin  lesf  droits  des  possesseurs  quelconques, 
puisqu'il  n'est  point  en  France  de  propriete  qui 
ait  ete  respectec,  point  de  citoycns  honhStes 
qui  n'aient  soufFert.  " 

"  Comment  pourriez*vous.  Sire,  donner  une 
approbation  sincere  et  valide  a  la  pretendue  cons* 
titution  qui  a  produit  tant  de  maux  ?  *' 

*^  Depositaire  usufruitier  du  Trone  que  vous 
avez  herite  de  vos  ayeux,  vous  ne  pouvez  ni 
en  aliener  les  droits  primordiaux,  ni  detruire  la 
base  constitutive  sur  laquelle  il  est  assis,  *' 

**  Defenseur  ne  de  la  Religion  de  vos  Etats, 
vous  ne  pouvez  pas  consentir  a  ce  qui  tend  a  sa 
ruine,  et  Aandonner  ses  ministres  k  TopprObre, " 

♦^  Debiteur  de  la  justice  k  vos  sujets,  vous  ne 
pouvez  pas  renoncer  a  la  fonction  essentiellemcnt 
royale  de  la  leur  faire  rendre  par  des  tribunaux 
legalement  constitues,  et  d*en  surveiller  vous-« 
mime  Tadministration.  '^ 

«*  Protecteur  des  droits  de  tons  les  Grdres, 
et  des  possessicms  de  tons  les  particuliers,  vous 
ne  pduvez  pas  les  laisser  violer,  et  ancantir  par 
lapl^s  arlHtraire  des  oppressions.  *^ 
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^«  Enfin  Jpirc  de  vos  peuplcs,  voiis  nc  pouvez 
pas  les  livrer  au  desordre  et  h  ranarchie.  '* 

*^  Si  le  crime  qui  vous  obscde,  «t  la  violence  ' 
qui  vous  lie  les  mains,  ne  vous  permettent  pas  de 
remplir  ccs  devoirs  sacres,  ils  n'en  sont  pas  mbiiis 
graves  dans  voire  osur  en  traits  inefra9ables,  et 
nous  accomplirions  votre  volonte  reelle,  en  sup- 
pleant  autant  qu'il  est  en  nous,  k  Tim^possibilite 
o\i  vous  seriez  de  Texercer.  " 

**  Dussiez-vous  meme  nous  le  defendre,  et 
fussiez-vous  force  de  vous  dire  libre  en  nous  le 
defendant ;  ces  defenses^  'evidemment  contraires 
a  vos  senrimens,  puisqu'elles  le  seroient  au  pre- 
mier de  vos  devoirs;  ces  defenses,  sorties  du 
sein  de  votre  captivite,  qui  ne  cessera  reelle- 
ment  que  quand  vos  peuples  seront  rentres  dans 
le  devoir,  et  vos  troupes  sous  votre  obeissance, 
ces  defenses,  qui  ne  pourroient  avoir  plus  de 
valeur  que  tout  ce  que  vous  aviez  fait  avant 
votre  sortie,  et  que  vous  avez  desavoue  ensuite ; 
ces  defenses  enfin,  qui  seroient  impregn€es  de 
la  meme  nuUite  que  Tacte  approbatif  centre  le* 
quel  nous  serions  obliges  de  protester,  ne  pour- 
roient certainement  pas  nous  faire  trahir  notre 
devoir,  sacrifier  vos  interets,  et  manquer  a  ce 
que  la  France  auroit  droit  d'exiger  de  nous  en 
pareille  circonstance.  Nous  obeirions.  Sire,  I 
vos  veritables  oommandemens,  en  resistant  a  des 
defenses  extorquees,  et  nous  serions  sArs  de 
votre  approbation,  en  suivant  les  loix  de  Thonneur. 
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Notre  parfkitc  soumission  vous  est  trop  connue 
pour  que  jamais  elle  vous  paroisse  douteusc, 
Puissions-nou8  etre  bientot  au  moment  heureux 
ou,  retabli  en  plcine  liberte,  vous  nous  verrez 
voler  dans  vos  bras,  y  renouveller  Thommage  de 
notre  obeissance,  et  en  donner  Texemple  a  tous? 
vos  sujets!  " 

*^  Nous  sommes.  Sire,  notre  Frire  et  Seigneur, 
dc  votre  Majeste, 


Les  tr^5- humbles  et  tr^s  -  obeissan^ 
Fr^res,  Servtteurs  et  Sujets, 

V*    '**  LoUig-SxANISLAS-XAVIER, 

'*\  Charles-Philippe. 

^u  ChAt^au  d^  Schonbumstiat,  pris  Cobfenlz,  le  iO  Sepfcmbrc 
1791. 
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